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AGENDA FOR MEETING WITH
THE HONORABLE KENNRTH QUINN,
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY,

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
TO DISCUSS ISSUES CONCERNING

VIETRAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS

November 13, 1991

INTRODUCTION

As you may already be aware, the Families of Vietnamese
Politiecal Prisoners Association was created in 1977 to fight
for the rights of Vietnamese political prisoners, their
release from re—education camps, and their resettlement in
other countries in the free world. Besides a few outstanding
issues, the members of our Association believe that we have
achieved most of what we have set out to accomplish and have,
therefore, decided on the dissolution of the Association early
next year.

We would like to use this opportunity to once more convey our
sincerest thanks to you and to all those in the different
branches of the U.S. Govermment who have steadily helped us
achieve these very meaningful results. Once again, thank you.

SUMMARY

We would like to focus today's meeting on three interrelated
issues:

* progress in the discussions with Vietnamese
authorities about re~establishing normal
diplomatic relations between the U.S. and
Vietnam;
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* human rights issues in Vietnam, particularly concerning former
political prisoners after their release from reeducation camps;
and

*

the Orderly Departure Program.

NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS WITH VIETNAM

The declaration made on October 23 in Paris by the Secretary of State,
Mr. Baker, indicates that official negotiations will begin soon in view
of an eventual normalization of relations between the U.S. and Vietnam.
Could you, in a few words, brief us about recent developments on this
issue as well as the prospects in the next several months?

In discussing with Vietnamese representatives the issue of
normalization, we would like to solicit your help in insisting that all
Vietnamese political prisoners be immediately released and that they be
issued exit visas. This would provide renewed hope for the political
prisoners and reassure them that the United States has not forgotten
them. Nearly seventeen years after the war has ended, the Vietnamese
government still holds more than 100 of our loved ones, preventing them
from rejoining their families in third countries.

HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES IN VIETNAM

It has been brought to our attention that Vietnamese authorities, in
spite of claims to the contrary, continue to restrict the rights of
former political detainees, even after their release from camps. It is,
for instance, common practice that the whereabouts of former political
prisoners are rigorously monitored, imparting tremendous psychological
stress on thousands who have already endured long years of imprisonment.
An even more important practice is the de facto interdiction for former
political prisoners to meet with one another least they ran the risk of
arrest for conspiracy and treason. Any former political priscner being
convicted, even wrongly or illegally, would see his chance of leaving
Vietnam practically eliminated.

ODP PROGRAM

Mr. Nguyen Co Thach, the former Minister of Foreign Affairs for Vietnam,
promised in October 1990 to release all political prisoners. While some
concrete steps have been taken, our information indicates that about 100
former Government officials and military are still being held. We
solicit your intervention so that they will be released immediately.
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It is our feeling that this last group of political prisoners, together
with those that have been released in recent times should be given the
highest priority for exit permits from Vietnam.

Resettlement of former Vietnamese political refugees in the U.S. is
proceeding at a good pace. If this pace should continue, a total of
over 100,000 former political prisoners and family members will have
emigrated to the U.S. by the end of the five-year program. Given that
the actual number of former political prisoners is much larger than the
aforementioned figure, would you consider an extension of the five-~year
program to allow those who desire to resettle in the U.S. to do so?

Finally, we wish to raise three issues of detail but which could have
significant impact on the former political prisoners and their families.
« Pirst, the departure of some prisoners has been delayed by the fact that
they have to wait for the return to Vietnam —=through forced
repatriation--of their children who have managed to reach refugee camps
in Southeast Asia. Such a process could take a long time and add
additional pressure on the former political prisoners and their
families. Could the prisoners, therefore and on an exceptional basis,
be allowed to leave Vietnam as scheduled and that their relatives be
permitted to join them in the U.S.?

A more dramatic situation has developed for the family members of former
political prisoners who have their expectations to start a new life
abroad, crushed following the untimely death of the prisoners themselves
before the family depart from Vietnam. Could special considerations be
given to the surviving members of the prisoners’' families in allowing
them to proceed with their departure?

We have also recently learned about the existence of a group of former
Vietnamese political prisoners who were arrested prior to 1975 as the
result of their participation in battles in Laos and Cambodia side by
side with the U.S. Army.

In spite of having been issued exit visas, these prisoners have been
denied entry to the U.S. as the ODP does not take into account years of
imprisonment before 1975. In our view, this group should have the same
considerations as other political prisoners since they all fought for
the same causes which are freedom and democracy in South Vietnam.

Thank you.
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The attached list is that of political prisoners released
on September 2, 1991 {Vietnam's National Day). They
had been imprisoned for nearly |7 years in re-education

camps.

We would like the Department of State to intervene
with the Vietnamese government to get them to issue
exit visas for these persons because the current list
that they are on, #32 or 33, would mean that they
could not leave Vietnam for at least another 2-3 years.

We would like special consideration given to them and
request that ODP consider making their departure a
priority.



Mol Déng Quan Tr}
Board of Directors

KHUC MINHTHO
NGUYEN QUYNE GIAD
NGUYEN VAN GIOI
NGUYEN XUAN LAN
HIEP TOWMAN

FRUGNG TH[ LANG ANH

FIAN KIM DUNG
NGUYEN TH| KIHEN

Ban Chap Hanh T.U.
Executlve Board

KINIC MINH THA
President

NGUYEN QUYNIIGIAD
Vice President

NGUYFRN VAN GI0!
Seeretary General

TRUONG TH TLANG AN
Treasurer

NGUYEN TH{ KHEN
[ pury Treasurer

Co van boan
Advisory Committee

HICE LOWMAN
NGUYEN NUANLAN
FIAN KIM DUNG

HOI GIA-DINH TU NHAN CHINH-TRI VIET-NAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSCCIATION

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-0635

Telephone: (703) 560-0058 * Fax: (703) 204-0394
November 5, 1991

LIST OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS RELEASED
ON SEPTEMBER 2, 1991 (VIETNAM'S NATIONAL DAY)

B R R g e g T
NAME (Last&First name) : RANK/OCCUPATION
_______________________________ O
1/- Bui Eép : Colonel
2/- Cao Nguy%n Khoa : Colonel
3/- Hahvgn Kiét Lt. Colonel
47— Nguyég Van Sang Lt. Colonel
5/- Nguyég Van Tén Captain (Navy)
6/- Nguygg Tham Intelligence Officer
7/- Trén V&n DEE Intelligence Officer
8/- Trg; QuEL Di Colonel
9/- Tr§; Hd; 56 Coleonel
110/~ Trgg Duy Hinh Major
111/~ Tran Kim Hu® Intelligence Officer
:12/- Truong Kim Cang Inteliigence Offcer
:13/- Trddng Vin T;' : Lt, Colonel
114/- Vi;h Bidu Colonel
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:15/- Phuc : Lt. Colonel
1
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' BUOI HOP GIGA BO NGOAT GIAO Va gOI GIA BlNH TU NHAN
CHINH TRI VIRTNAM NGAY 13-11- 1991 P KIEM pIfiM vITC THI
HANH CHUONG TRINH DINH cy TU NHAN CHINH TRI VIETNAM,

TRONG NHUNG NGAY SAP TOT.

Trong Bda Com Dong Tam va H01 Ngl, td chdc ngaylgf
27-7-1991 tai Virginia, B& Khuc Mlnh Thd Chu Tich
H6i GDTNCTVN co cho bilt con khoang 20% cong v1ec H01
ph3i hodn tAt trudc khi ngdng hoat dong vdo dau 'ndm’1992.

Trong thél glan qua, Hoi da t1ep tuc tich cdc van
dong vdl cac gIOl chdc co thaﬁdquyen thuoc Qudc HGi ',
v& chinh phu Hoa Ky cung cac co Quan quoc t% tranh dqu
cho nhan quyen nhd Lién Hlep Quoc, H01 An Xa Quéde Te,
Hoi Hong Tha Tg v. v. Ldé€ yéu cau cac nédi can th1ep
nha cam quyen VN“;ra tu do cho tadt ca TNCT hlen con
dang b1 giam glu

Trong bu01 hop nay do Ong Fhu Ta Ipu Truon Ngg§1
Giao Hoa Ky, Kenneth Quinn, chu toa de kiem Hlem viec -
th1 hanh Chudng trlnh HO H01 da dda ra cac v&n'de cu thé

hd U
find sau: RELY Dlen tlen cuoc thao luan glda Hoa Ky va

Vietnam ve van d& “bang glao
I}.- Nhan Quyen
ITI.- Chdong trinh ODP (chddng trinh cdg tu nhé&n,H0)

L
Sau bu01 hop tai Paris ngay 23 thang 10 vdé qua, ,

Ngoal Trdon Baker da dua van dé Handi nen t1ep tuc dap
ung cac d1em da” ghl trong ba¥ Road Map cus Hoa Ky~ trong
dé c¢é van de tha het tu nh&n chlnh tri Vietnam hién con
bi glam gld Ong Qu1nn cho blet Hoa Ky vdn luén 1uon
1uu t3m dén van dé” nay va se doi hdi CPVN trong cac cuoc
thao luﬁn sap tdi vao cudi thdng 11-1991 nay.

Y&u cau xac dlnh thbi _gian thuc hién chddng trinh
HO vi hlqn co phiéu tin don dang gay hoang mang trong
Con Eong VN & hat ngoai cuing nhd cac gia dinh TNCT
thudc dién_HO con 3" VN. Ong James Williard, Gidm Pdc _
Chﬂong trlnh Ty Nan Bong Nam A khang dinh chiohg trinh
HO khQEg gld1 han “thdi gian th1 hanh. Nhung TNCTVN nao
hgi du diéu kign thi s€_ 1&n ludt dide 18p thu tuc di
dlnh cd cung vgl gia dlnh Nhe' vay nhﬁng nguon tin cho
rang chddng trinh HO sé thay d3i hoac Cham ddt sau khi
co bang giao la’ nhdng tin dén v& cdn cd.
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H01 GDTNCTVN ddéc blet co nhleu trddng hop TNCT da hoan tat
cac thu tuc dinh cd nhﬁng da b1 vahn phong ODP hoan ngay di
vi co con da vudt bién va hién ‘dang J “tdc trai ty nan, VPODP
cho bict phal ddi ngﬂdl con h01 hwdng 5,580 do ciing ra di
mat 1udt. H01 da yeu cau'BNG xet ~lai van de nay va yéu clu
cho gla'ﬁlnh tu nhan chinh tri o Vidtnam van ra d1 theo lich
trinh da d@dc an dinh. Con ngddl convdét blen se lap thu” tuc
dinh cd va ra d1 tﬂ tral ty, nan thay vi phal h01 huong

BS” Ngoai Giao hﬂa se xét lai van dé dinh cd cua ngﬂdl con ¢
trai ty, nan, rleng gia dinh tu nh&n 3 Vletnam se dudc ra di
trong vong 90 ngdy.

=

Yéu cédu lap thu tuc ddc biét cho cac TNCT vda mél ddde, -
tra tﬁ do (nhan d1p le 2/9791) via qua de” TN va gia dlnh sdm d1nh
-~

cu bang cach yéu cau chlnh phu VN cap Xuat canh va R

chlnh phu Hoa Ky,cdu xet cho ho duoc di dinh et ngay.LHol
cung y Su cau chinh phd” Hoa Ky can thlep vidi chlnh ~phu VN
cap xuat canh cho TN hi€n con dang bi glam glﬂ de “khi ho
dudo oc tra tu do dudc nhanh chbng ra di khdng pha1 chd ddl.

Trudqg hop cac TNCT da hoan tat m01 thu tuc dinh cd
nhdng chang may tu nhan dot ngot td trén, th1 gla dlnh ho
van dudc. ra di theo Lich trinh da” &n dlnh cd mot sG gla'
dinh cdfig da dudc chfp thuan.

- -D01 tddng cu;’chudng trinh HO la cde TNCT dudc t1nh
th&l gian dl hoc tap td nam 1975, nhdng con co mot thanh
phan khéc rat dang quan, tdm dd 1la” nhdng qugh nhan va
cong choc VNCH d& bi bat lam Tu Binh td~ nam 1971, (tran
Lam Son 719, Ha Lao) . HGi yeu cAu tlﬁh thdl gion glam gid
cud ho ké td ngay b1 bat trong v1ec ctu x€t dlnh cd.

Céc van d% do HSi GDTNCTVN neu ra nhid tren d&u ddde
BS Ngoai Glao Hoa Kl glal dap re rang hoac sé cdu xét lai
theo 131 yeu cau cua H01 '
Cudc hop tren day la mo t trong nhung no luc CUQ’
Ho; Gia_ %1nh Tu™ Nhan Chlnh Trl Viétnam nham hoan th&t
not nhﬁng cong tac con lal trddc khi chaAm ddt hoat
dong '

Hién dién trong bu01 hop :

B6 Ngoal G180°

-

Qng Kenneth Quinn, Phu Ta Thu Trgpng Ngoai Giao ;
Ong Christopher La Fleur, Giam DP&c Van Phdng Qac Trach
P Vletnam, Cambodia va Lao.
3.- Ong Frank Light, Bac trach van d& Vi€tnam thuoc Bo
Ngoal Giao_

4, - th Patrick Hotze, Phu Ta Tha' Truong Ngoal Giao dac

~ trach Nhan Quyen p,
5.- Ong James Williard, Glam BS5¢ Van Phong Ty_Nan Qong Nam A.

b =

H5i Gia Pinh Tu Nhan Chinh Tri Vletnam

PR

B; Khué Minh Thd va Ba Nguyen Xuan Lan -
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