AGENDA
FOR MEETING WITH

ANN MORGAN, DIRECTOR
TRAINING OFFICE

DEPARTMENT OF BTATE

September 15, 1992

We come today to convey grave concerns from our former political
prisoners, their families, relatives, friends, and particularly
our Vietnamese community and the service provider agencies. Our
concern centers around the training in the Philippines for the
Vietnamese political prisoners (free cases). Basically, what we
are asking is that:

"Wwe want our former political prisoners and their
families to come directly to the United Btates. We
feel that economically it would be more cost effective
to have them route directly to the United States, in
addition to the following reasons listed below.

The reasons are as follows:

1. Former prisoners experience all kinds of trouble and have
many disadvantages from the time they get out of re-education to
the time they arrive at their local areas, receive their exit
visa, interview, receive their medical check-up and get on the
manifest. There are entirely too many hurdles along the way for
these people who have spent at least 3-5 years waiting for their
departure. The camp is in the Philippines; and the Philippines
is not the United States, thus the camp is not a free land in the
true meaning of the word. The camp causes bitter and unpleasant
memories as they reflect on the time spent in reeducation. Most
of these remembrances are very painful and would rather be
forgotten as quickly as possible. We are interested in
expediting their freedom and provide them with practical
experiences. We are available to take them shopping and guide
them through the banking process; they should not have to spend
months in the Philippines to learn the United States system. 1In
addition, it is our understanding that they have access to Agency
Resettlement once they arrive.

They want to get to the free country as guickly as possible to
rebuild their lives and get on with a normal life. They have
been waiting for their freedom for 17 years and "a _day free is
worth more than a thousand days in camp."




The free case people certainly feel badly when they have to go
through camp while their friends, who have families, can go
directly; they view it as being treated differently...as if they
are further being punished for not having any U.S. ties. They
feel as though they have no voice or anyone to speak for them.

2. If the Department of State plans to send them to Bataan,
what will be schedule and the curriculum? Please define who are
considered "free cases"? How many among the 2,000 leaving per
month will be free cases?

can they fly to the Philippines as soon as their interviews
and medical clearance are completed? Regardless of the numbers
- 50, 100, 200...do they have to wait to make up a full load?

3. pDefinition of a free case: Would a former political
prisoner, who is sponsored by a friend, and has a signed
agreement of support, still be classified as a free case? (See
attached documents).

4. Processing procedures: What are the steps involved in
Vietnam and in the United States to process free cases? How long
are the procedures expected to last?

5. Medical examipation: Would a former political prisoner be
allowed to leave Vietnam, without delay, after being successfully
interviewed and received medical clearance?

6. English training: 1Is this mainly language instruction or
does it also include skills training? Is the program
sufficiently intensive and of appropriate length to provide the
former political prisoner the necessary conditions to secure a
job once in the Untied States? Would it not be more efficient to
conduct this training in the United States, rather than in the
Philippines, as supported by surveys done by the State
Department?

7. Treatment of recently released former political prisoners:
Does the rule of mandatory three-months of English training apply
to the former political prisoners released between 9/91 and 5/92
(one has since passed away after release from re-education camp)?

8. Treatment of former political prisoners coming from other
countries: Could you tell us whether the treatment of former
political prisoners from other countries follow the same
procedures as what we have discussed earlier?




RECOMMENDATIONS
The issues presented highlight a number of important concerns.
Together with the evidence obtained through surveys conducted by
the Center for Applied Linguistics (under the auspices of the
State Department) which indicate a unanimous preference among
recently arrived former political prisoners for direct settlement
in the United States, we would 1ike to make the following
recommendation:

vallow all former political prisoners to leave Vietnam
immediately after their medical check~up and have their

skills and language training done in the Untied States
rather than in the Philippines."

This option provides former political prisoners the benefit of
obtaining the necessary language skills and training without the
cost of having_to make two adjustments (once upon arrival in the
Philippines and later at the time of permanent settlement in the
United States). It also is the most cost effective method and it
avoids the negative impact on the health and mental health of
those former political prisoners.

CONCLUSION

As always, we wish to express our gratitude and appreciation for
the opportunity you have afforded us to present our issues and
concerns regarding this matter. We are hopeful that all due
consideration will be given to the suggestions made and that the
ultimate decisions will be for the good of the former political
prisoners in their quest for freedom.
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Case 1.D.: v-075157

SPOMSORSHIP AGREEHENT

Name (PA): _LE VAN TINH Mumber in Family: _4 Ref. REED
e | g 703-358-5154(0)"
Sponsor: _Khuc Miph Tho Telephone Number: 703-560-0058(H)

-

sgdress: 7813 Marthas Lane, Falls Church. VA. 22043 -

Employer: Arlington County Mental Helth Center

Contact #1: Contact #2:

We are happy that you have agreed to asaist in the aponsorship of refugees in
the United States under the Hefugee Resettlement Program.

MRS /USCC/ARLINGTCN has nothing to do with the selection
(Resettlement Office) for resettlement of refugees or with
‘ : the time when they might arrive.

We will contact you as soon as We receive any information from our New York
, office.y, We .Will also notify you when we receive arrival information.
PREUE 5 » :-‘J‘.\t-': - L P . - ‘. LT , L ' - .

e - -~ ———

o —— ——

I ag;ee tq'assist the rerugee(;)'és much as possible. Specifically, 1 agree

- ot
T e

coy

T-Mnsnﬁxt/ARunxnnm

1. Keep informed of my home and work telephone number
: (resettlement office}’
and let ‘them know when 1 plan to leave for more than a

PR _ _ " (location)’
‘few days.. Yes __ X ". No

72...Picg'ﬁp_the_rergees.at_their point of arrival. Yes X No

3.:'Provide housing for __ . week(s) after arrival. Yes _X Mo

L. Provide household goods. Yes X Ko

_s.l,P;qvldemfoéd for - week(s) after arrival. Yes _X No

6. Provide clothing. Yes X No

7. Provide transportation to agencies providing the faollowing servicesa:
, - -Social Security, School Registrtion, Health Screening, English Classes,
" and Employment'Services.*'l.Hill complete the necessary forms at their
_offices or at any other agén‘y's;lnwolved in resettlement.

‘Yes - X No - ‘ RN '

* 8. .Help .find emplojﬁent,apd encourage thea to avoid the use of welfare.’
- Yes _X Ko T LRI

gy

- . —
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g. Cooperate with the Case Manager In the development and impl.” .ntaclon of a
resettlement plan, Yes _X No )

10. Describe in detall the plans that have been made tO assist the refugees with:
(include $ amount and/or # of weeks provided}

: r
s amt./# of wks provided
Housing: .- s DR i
Foods
Utilities: ©
'Hohsehold Goods:
. SR -
Health Care: :
_Tranqurtation:
‘ Clothing:
Education: -
bt Nx - )
Employment s’ e " webosoantin {5
Other: SR s SRR
L
vi il =
L TR T T C

If at any time I feel that I will be unable to perform these dutles, I will

make arrangement3 to discuss the matter ¥ the Case HManager.
5ponwrfa'=1@atmg:w . _.—— Date: _August 29,1992
Case Manager's Signat : Date:

g ; g
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CORRUPT PRACTICES IN THE REFUGEE CAMPS IN THE PHILIPPINES

There are two refugee camps in the Philippines, one on the Bataan
peninsula, called the Philippine Refugee Processing Center (PRPC)
and the other on the island of Palawan.

BATAAN

The Bataan facility is a temporary shelter for persons approved
for resettlement in foreign countries. At Bataan, they are
supposed to be receiving language training and orientation in
preparation for their new lives. Some residents have legally
emigrated from their homeland, but unfortunately, many obtained
emigration/immigration status by fraud and misrepresentation. The
camp population is of different ages. and from different walks of
life. ’

These people presently live in tension, worries, fright and
disorder. They crowd in 12 areas, living in those barracks-style
housing in which 10 or 12 families share a common housing bloc.
Daily activities are a medium for conflicts. Because people have
been in camps so long and now again confined in small spaces,
just an uncivil word can blow up into a fight and sometimes end
in death.

AMERASIANS

A number of the camp residents are Amerasians, who left Viet Nam
with inferiority complexes. They often have low self-esteem,
lack formal education, and come from a poor family background,

It is very hard to find a good image among these. At Bataan, 2/3
of the population are Amerasians. At one time, they were
invaluable assets in Viet Nam, because merely having a
relationship to an Amerasian was a person‘s ticket to emigrate to
the United States. Selling and buying "relationships" to these
pecple is a prosperous *industry".

Upon arriving at Bataan, their "Golden Dream’ is shattered and
turned into a nightmare. As a result they join their friends in
gangs, act out, and abuse their parents. Worst of all are young
girls, between 18-20; they have put up a lot of money to marry
Amerasian boys. Suddenly, they have found that they lost
everything. The boys whom they married have formally declared
that they were not actually married; then the boys take off,
leaving the girls behind, pending repatriation. Some have been
there since 1989,

EXTORTION AND ROBBERY

One can say that extortion and robbery are the most common and
familiar crimes in Bataan.

There is a léd} whose name is Mui, who was robbed of all of her
jewelry in front of everybody’s eyes, and right at her living



gquarter. When she fought back, they (5 Philippinos) shot at her
legs several times. After taking all her money and jewelry, they
leisurely walked away as though nothing happened. Nobody said
anything. In another case, Ms. Thai Bich Ha and her brother Loc,
were robbed in front of the UNHCR office. When they screamed and
fought back, the robbers fired two shots at her back and one at
her brother’s arm. At Bataan, this seems to be normal. Nobody
takes this as a criminal act.

Many robbery and rape incidents happen on less densed populated
roads in this camp. The criminals are Philippinos. Philippino
police in Bataan are notoricus for their bribery. Any crime
committed there can be bought off by dollars.

In sum, Bataan is a temporary, but unsafe place. Security and
order is just a joke.

PALAWAN

There are approximately 3,000 boat people living in Palawan.
Most of these people came after the cut-off date - March 1989,
and are considered legal invaders. They have to be screened to
determine whether they are political or economic refugees.

The screening method done by CID Philippines is very strict,
unfair, unjust and corrupt. Practically speaking, for a boat
person to be screened in as a political refugee, he/she must meet
two criteria: (1) money, (2) sex.

When one is called upon to appear at the interview desk, one
often sees a CID personnel and a translator. This translator
often is half and half - not real Vietnamese native speaker, nor
real Vietnamese. Therefore, even if one meets the criterion,
he/she still can be out if he/she does not make the "judges"
happy. The following two Vietnamese female cases are typical:

Ms. Ho Thi Th's father was tortured to death in re-education
camp, and their family’s property was confisticated by the
Vietnamese communists. Ms. Nguyen Thi T.N.'s father was in re-
education for over 4 years, and her husband escaped by boat and
has been missing since 1978; her son is in the U.S. These two
women were screened out because they refused to go to bed with
their Philippino interviewers. The two women went to the UNHCR
office and banged their heads against the column to take their
lives. Fortunately, some one saw and held them back. Mrs.
Leonardoc C. Aguilar comforted them by saying that "Had you two
got a few thousand dollars, this would not have happened".



These situation continue, but nobody seems to care; worse still,
people are in the stage of "refugee fatigue". We, the people,
can we just overlook it?

An excerpt from Tien Phong magazine
Volume 400: 16-30 September 1992
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