
REPORT OF MY TRIP TO HOUSTON, TEXAS 

NOVEMBER 20, 1992 

I had two (2) meetings with former political prisoners, including those who recently arrived, representatives of the Federation of Associations of Former Political Prisoners and with representatives of community and other mutual associations and/or organizations. 

On Sunday, November 22, 1992 I met with 160 former political prisoners. On Friday, November 27, 1992 I met with 53 representatives of the Federation of Associations and Former Political Prisoners and other community-based organizations. 

Issues discussed: 

• Former political prisoners (free cases) being sent to the Philippines for training. 

• Former political prisoners imprisoned before 1975 and resettlement for former political prisoners after normalization of u.S.-Vietnam relations (meeting with EAP/RP on November 13, 1991). 

• Quota of Amerasians will be transferred to PP quota after Amerasian program is over. 

• Resettlement of former political prisoners in January 1993 by Volags. 

• Household Registration 

I shared with the various groups a package of related information regarding the issues/concerns that I had received from the Department of State (especially the correspondence faxed from the Training Office of Ann Morgan on 11/17/92). 

Most of the former political prisoners who are newly arrived conveyed information regarding cases of their friends (free cases) in Vietnam who have expressed a desire to come directly to the united States. However, they would be happy just to be able to leave Vietnam after their physical examination. 
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• Ann Morgan, Director of the Office of Training for the Department of state, said that normally after the physical examination former political prisoners would be leaving in about 30 weeks. However, the former political prisoners feel that the length of time should be reduced to 12 to 16 weeks. 

• Some of the former political prisoners feel that if the plans are already in place, they actually have no choice; however, they have suggested that they would like to leave Vietnam at least three (3) months before their scheduled departure so they can arrive in the United states on time. 

• Dental and eye care were other issues and concerns that were expressed. 

• There was a desire expressed by the former political prisoners to receive Driver's Training. 

The Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association had a meeting on November 13, 1991 with Mr. Kenneth Quinn, Christopher Lafleur and Frank Light of EAP and James Williard of RP. Both Bureaus agreed that: 

• Former political prisoners imprisoned prior to 1975 should be allowed to count their years in prison as time towards their approval for ODP. 

• However, 3 
approved. 
the status 

cases were submitted to ODP by us and were not 
We would like the Department of State to review of these cases, and others. 

• The desire for unlimited resettlement for former political prisoners was expressed, even if the United states and vietnam have normalized their relations. 

• The Amerasians' quota should be transferred to the re­education quota after the Amerasian program is over. This suggestion was approved by Mr. James Williard. 

All former political prisoners who are new arrivals and those in Vietnam are very concerned about the new Resettlement Program which is known as the Private Resettlement Program (PRP) which takes effect in January 1993. I was asked to convey to Congress, Department of state and other governmental agencies the need and desire for job training in order for them to rebuild their new life in a new country. We will follow-up on this program with ORR. 



• • 
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• Another wish expressed was that of the former political prisoners' children being allowed to accompany their parents even if they have not been living in the same household. When the fathers were in re-education camps many children had to go to live elsewhere; the rule in vietnam does not permit them to choose where they go. They would like ODP to consider these requests and circumstances given that the mother may have re-married and the status of the household has changed. 

Overall, I experienced a very warm and receptive welcome while on my trip and it was refreshing and delightful to see and share with so many people and loved ones. I am sure that our issues and concerns have been clearly articulated and documented. And, I am equally assured that resolution will be forthcoming. 

Khuc Minh Tho 



REPORT OF MY TRIP ON NOVEMBER 20, 1992 

I had two (2) meetings with Former Political Prisoners, which 
included those who most recently had arrived, and Federation of 
AssociationSof Former Political Prisoners representatives along 
with community and other mutual associations/organizations 
representatives. 

On Sunday, November 22, 1992 I met with a total of 160 former 
political prisoners. On Friday, November 27, 1992 I met with a 
total of 53 community representatives, Federation of Associations 
and Former Political Prisoners. 

Issues and Concerns: 

• Former Political Prisoners (free cases) being sent to the 
Philippines for training. 

• Former Political Prisoners prior to 1975 and resettlement 
for Former Political Prisoners will be unlimited even with 
normalization from both countries (meeting with EAP/RP on 
November 13, 1991). 

• Quota of Amerisans will be transferred to PP quota after 
Amerasian program is over. 

• Resettlement for Former Political Prisoners in January 1993 
by Volags 

• Household Registration 

I shared with the various groups a package of related information 
regarding the issues/concerns that I had received from the 
Department of State (especially the correspondence faxed from the 
Training Office of Ann Morgan on 11/~/92). 
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Most of the Former Political Prisoners who have newly arrived 
conveyed information regarding cases of their friends (free 
cases) in vietnam who have expressed a desire to come directly to 
the United states. However, they would be happy just to be able 
to leave Vietnam after their physical examination. 

• Ann Morgan, Director of the Office of Training for the 
Department of State, said that normally after the physical 
examination former political prisoners would be leaving in 
about 30 weeks. However, the former political prisoners 
feel that the length of time should be from 12 to 16 weeks 
maximum, not 30 weeks. 



• Some of the Former Political Prisoners feel that if the 
plans are already in place, they actually have no choice; 
however, they have suggested that they would like to leave 
vietnam at least three (3) months before their scheduled 
departure so they can arrive in the united States on time. 

• Dental and Eye Care were other issues and concerns that were 
expressed. 

• There was a desire expressed by the Former political 
Prisoners to receive Driver's Training. 

The Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association had a 
meeting on November 13, 1992 with Mr. Kenneth Quinn, Christopher 
Lafleur and Frank Light of EAP and James Willard of RP. Both 
Bureaus agreed that: 

• Former Political Prisoners prior to 1975 should be allowed 
to use their years in prison as time counted towards their 
approval for ODP. 

• However, 6 
approved. 
the status 

cases were submitted to ODP by us and were not 
We would like the Department of State to review 
of these cases. 

• The desire for unlimited resettlement for Former Political 
Prisoners was expressed, even if the United States and 
vietnam have normalization. 

• The Amerasian's quota should be transferred to 
education quota after the Amerasian program is 
suggestion was approved by Mr. James Williard. 
follow-up on this program with ORR. 

the re­
over. This 

We will 

All Former Political Prisoners who are new arrivals and those in 
vietnam are very concerned about the new Resettlement Program 
which is known as the Private Resettlement Program (PRP) and 
takes effect in January 1993. I was asked to convey to Congress, 
Department of State and other governmental agencies the need and 
desire for jobs in order for them to rebuild their new life in a 
new country. 

• Another concern expressed was that of the Former Political 
Prisoner's children being allowed to accompany their parents 
even if they have not been living in the same household. 
When the fathers were in re-education camps many children 
had to go everywhere to live and the rule in vietnam does 
not permit them to choose where they will move. They would 
like ODP to consider these requests and circumstances given 
that the mother may have re-married and the status of the 
household has changed. 



REPORT 

- - -----~--------

FROM:EDIEM 202-676-9879 TO: 703 358 5234 DEC 1. 1992 4:59PM ~976 P.01 

~~~I~ 
OF MY TRIP ON HOVEKBER 20, 1192 ~~. 

~ had :t..~ (2) m~9tinqs ~ith .Lrmer POlitioa~,ri ners, "kisA 
lnolud~ those whO mowt rece~tlY ~ arrived, Federation of 
AssociationSof Former political Prisoners represftnte$lves eloR9 
with co nit and other mutual Associations/orqanizations • 
epr eentatives 

On Sunday, Nov$m~er 22, 1992 I m.~ wlt~ e tetel of 160 former 
po1itioCil prisoners. On Friday, NOV~ 27, 1992 I met with ... 
100'&13 E f 53 QOlltlJiI$I1i:I:IY representatives ederation of As.ociations " di 
and Former Political Prisoners"",-",.. ~_ ...... :h. -.1...........,. .. , ...... r-'.., .... 

""', H ..... l k..{ : . I 
Issues .... nU"I::''' p;. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Former political t~soners (free cases) beinq sent to the 
Philippines for d:ain1~q. ,_"'........l.~ 

FOrm!r political 'rison~"E ee 1975 and resettlement ~. _ 
for orlller POlitical r1soners wU~ lBe YftHIi,ite4 eue ... v:i:~h --1.,..c..r-
norm lizatibn s meet in with EAP/RP on 
November 13 I 19 uS • ,,~ .... o..,... ......... la:t.' 0..., 
Quota of Amarisana wil be transferred to PP quota after 
Amerasian program is over. 

Resettlement for Former Political prisoners in January 1993 
by VOlaqs 

Household R~qi&tration 

~ shared with tne various ;roupa a packaq_ of related information 
regardinq the issues/concerns that I had recaivad from the 
Department of State (espeoially tha correspondence faxed from the 
Traininq Offiee of ru\n Horqan on 11/~/92). 

11 o..("e. 
Most of the Former Politioal Prisoners ~o ~ newly arrived 
conveyed information reqardinq oases of their friends (free 
casas) in Vietnam who haVe expressed a desire to come direotly to 
the United States. However, they would b_ happy just to be able 
to leave Vietnam after their physioal examination. 

• Ann Morqan, Director of the Office of Training for the 
Department of State, said that normally after the physical 

.. examination former political prisoners wou~d be leavinq in 
-about 30 wens. However, the. forlller pol! tl.cal pr isoners 
feel that the l~~qth of ti~e should De(~ 12 to 16 week •• 
laal!!t:\iWt, J'}ot 30 "ee1!._ 

tV-tk..J.. i.., 



----------

FROM:EDIEM 202-676-9879 TO: 703 358 5234 DEC i. 1992 5:00PM ~976 P.02 

• ~ome of the Former Political Prisoners teel that it the 
plllns ore 1l1rendy in place, they actually have no oho1oel 
howevor, they have suggested that they would like to leavo 
vietnam at least three (3) months before their scheduled 
departure eo they oan arrive in the United States on ti.rne. 

• Dental and~e care were other issuea and concerns that were 
expressed. 

• There was a desire expr •••• d by the 'ormer Politioal 
prisoners to reoeivo Drivor'lI 'I'ra1nJ.n;. 

The Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association had a 
meetinq on November 13,-+~~a with Hr. Kenneth QUinn, Christopher 
Lafleur and Frank Light 61 tAP and James Willard of RP. Both 
Bureaus agreed that: 

• Form~political Prisoner~ prior to 1~75 should be allowed 
to ~ their years in prhon II. time c tat/.ed towards their 
approval for OOP. 

• However, j 
approve6. 
the status 

case_ were submitted to ODP by U8 and were not 
We would like the Department of State to review 
ot these cases, ~ e> ~""s . 

• The desire for unlimited resettlement for Former Political 
prisoners Was expressed, even if the United states and 
vietnam have norrnal1z:1 ipP ';e.c.._r ~'O"'-. 

• The Amerasian's quota should be tranSferred to the re­
education quota after the Amerasian program is over. This 

~JHlg.gUl;i.OJl .. W~S·lPp'''.Qv_e~.J:)y. ~h James Williars--/we will 
.follow-up RlL tlULl1~c?~;-!~ __ ~_._ ... · __ :~~·~:.-~ .. 

All Former Political Prisoners who are new arrivals and those in 
Vietnam are very concerned a~out the new Resettlement program-D. I 
which is known ail the private l!.&S&ttlemont ProqralTl (PRP) ..atId- ~.<A.. 
takes effect in January 1~93. I was asked to convey to congress, 
Department of State and other qovernmental aqencies the need and 
desire for jOb~\in order for them to rebuild their new life in a 

~~_:.~~~:~!-~ .~ "'''i 
.... 1 .... 

• Ano~her. QP~eQ~R expressed was tha~ of the Former Political 
prisoner's children b.~ allowed to aocompany their parents 
even if they have not been living in the same household. 
When the fathers were in re- oamps many children 
hag to 9"0 a"ar)n'~aH to 11 l:"lJ.le in Vietnam does 
not perlllit them to choose where they NUl ~oW:. They WQl.ll13 
like ODP to consider these requests and oi~oum~tanOGs ~iv.n 
that the ~other may have·re-married and the statuB of the 
househole! hus chnnqecL 


