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FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 6435, ARLINGTON, VA. 222d5-0635 
Telephone: (703) 560-0058 Fax: (703) 204-0394 

June 24, 1993 

Mr. James Hall 
Director 
Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia (VLC) 
Bureau for East Asian 
and Pacific Affairs 

Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Hall: 

A 

On July 2 - 4, 1993, the Federation of 
Associations of Former Political Prisoners of 
Communist Vietnam will host a convention 
representing more than 18 chapters in the United 
States and Canada. The convention this year 
will be held in San Jose, California. 

On behalf of the Families of Vietnamese 
Political Prisoners Association I am writing to 
ask if you would be kind enough to formulate a 
written statement regarding the programs and 
services of the Department of State that relate 
to the resettlemetn efforts for the political 
prisoners so that this information can be shared 
with the many olitical prisoners and family 
members who wily be attending the convention. 
Your letter, which will be read at the 
convention, cam be sent to me at the above 
letlerhead address. 

Your continued support and interest in the 
endeavors of this organization in assisting the 
political prisoners is great1 appreciated. I 

program events that transpire at the convention 
if you so desire. 

Thanking you in advance for your 
consideration of this Please contact 
me if you have any 

would be more than happy to s K are with you the 
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June 27, 1993 

presence it you wOUld give a RemarKs at tnls 
occasion as our Keynote Speaker in Vietnamese to 
our audience. Some of our guests will include 
political prisoners from other states, 
es~ecially those who were the longest held 
prl.soners who have just arrived in the United 
States. They will be gathering in this area to 
prepare planning for our reception on Capital 
Hill next year. 

We are certain that our honored guests, 
those political prisoners who most recently have 
arrived, will enjoy the afternoon of food, fun 
and fellowship that is being planned, and we 
know that your remarks will be greatly 
appreciated and applauded. 

Should you have any questions and/or 
concerns, please feel free to ~tact me. 

Sincerely, / 

~1~~ 
rs.) Khuc Minh Tho 

President 
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Mr. James Hall 
Director 

June 27, 1993 

Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia 
Bureau for East Asian and Pacific Affairs 
Deparment of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Hall: 

It is again an honor and my pleasure to 
extend to you an invitation to our Annual 
Freedom Reunion Picnic in celebration of the 
Aniversary of the Signing of the July 30, 1989 
Agreement (Resettlement of Political Prisoners). 
The picnic will be held on Sunday, July 25, 1993 
at 3:00 p.m. 

We would like to re~uest the honor of your 
presence if you would glve a Remarks at this 
occasion as our Keynote Speaker in Vietnamese to 
our audience. Some of our guests will include 
poli tical prisoners from other states, 
es~ecially those who were the longest held 
prlsoners who have just arrived in the United 
States. They will be gathering in this area to 
prepare planning for our reception on Capital 
Hill next year. 

We are certain that our honored guests, 
those political prisoners who most recently have 
arrived, will enjoy the afternoon of food, fun 
and fellowship that is being planned, and we 
know that your remarks will be greatly 
appreciated and applauded. 

Should you have any questions 
concerns, please feel free to 59ntact me. 

Sincerely, / 

~lL'-) .----'--

Mrs.) Khuc Minh Tho 
President 

and/or 
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H9I GIA-DINH TV NIlAN CHINH-TRf VItT-NAM 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-0G35 
Telephone: (703) 560-0058 • Fax: (703) 204-0394 

June 3, 1993 

The Honorable Priscilla Clapp 
senior Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Bureau for Refugee Programs 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Ms. Clapp: 

On July 2 - 4, 1993 the Federation of Associations of Former Political Prisoners of Communist Vietnam will host a conference representing more than 18 chapters in the united states and Canada. The conference this year will be held in San Jose, California. 

On behalf of the Families of vietnamese Political Prisoners Association I am writing to ask if you would be kind enough to formulate a written statement regarding the programs and services of the Department of State that relate to the resettlement efforts for the political prisoners so that this information can be shared with the many political prisoners and family members who will be attending the conference. Your letter, which will be read at the conference, can be sent to me at our Association address or mailed directly to: 

Association of Former vietnamese 
Political Prisoners 

P.O. Box 1808 
San Jose, California 95109 

or: FAX (408) 971-4794 



The Honorable Priscilla Clapp 
Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Bureau for Refugee Programs 
Department of State 
Page Two 
June 3, 1993 

Your continued support and interest in the endeavors of this organization in assisting the political prisoners is greatly appreciated. I would be more than happy to share with you the program events that transpire at the conference if you so desire. 

Thanking you in advance for your consideration of this request. Please contact me if you have any questions and/or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

(MrS.) Xhuc Minh Tho 
President 
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HOI GIA-DINH TV NHAN CHINH-TRI VIET-NAM . . . 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION 

P.o. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA. 22205·0635 
Telephone: (703) 560.0058 • Fax: (703) 204.0394 

June 15, 1993 

The Honorable Winston Lord 
Assistant secretary 
Department of state 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Lord: 

On behalf of the Families of vietnamese Political 
Prisoners Association we would like to request a 
meeting with you preferably on Friday, July 23, 1993 in 
the afternoon. 

We will be celebrating our Annual Freedom Reunion 
Picnic on Sunday, July 25, 1993 and will host political 
prisoners and their families from California, 
Massachusetts and Virginia. Many of those in 
attendance represent 100 of the longest held political 
prisoners, who were released last year. 

At our meeting with you some of the political prisoners 
would like to express their grateful appreciation for 
the continued support and interest in resettlement 
efforts on their behalf; as well as to articulate 
issues and concerns of this population, specifically as 
they relate to the political prisoners still in the 
camps. 

Please feel free to contact me at your earliest 
convenience to let me know if the afternoon of July 23 
is agreeable with your schedule. 

__ -----r(MrMr;s~.) Khuc Minh Tho 
President 
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H()J GIA-DINH TV NIlAN CHiNH-TR{ V1~T.NAM 
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONEFIS ASSOCIATION 

PO. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205·0635 

Telephone: (70S) 560·0058· Fax: (703) 204·0394 

The Hon')rabie l!dwa~d H. l' .. r.~edy 

Chair~a.n, Senat.e S'.Jb~olTlrni.t'Cee 

';ur.e 20, 1993 

on Imrr'!.9rat.ion and. Refugee Af:a.!ra 
United State. senate, ~R-1J5 

Waehngton, =.C. 20510 

Wa are writ.;.~:g t~ re .... :ueet yO'..ir "'J~tQrventl.~n on th ... 

fcl:owing matter. 

Recer:t~y. we 1h8:::11t i~;tc:.":".ed i...y f0l7.'e,{ raed.).catl.on Ci1.mp 

pri.c~a·Q i~ Vistnam, ,~ par"icu~a: by MJ~~ Q~a~; ~Quysn, tV 

# 319C~9 aba·.lt'_ il ~&w peliey "'~>lt. s~%'i,:;; ... e':'1 a:£ect.8 t.hQilG 

for~er prL~onara. T~~~ s~jd~~ :~a~ge at voll~y ~ae 

ccnf~r~ed to me ty pe~~~~ne~ &l~ach~d to ~t:e Ordar:y 

DeJ/ari:.\,,;re ProQ:'81t' \v::r-J ~n .... ·b.9!"d.!'".·~t0r .. :;,':. 

Accor-:i:"ng toO o:r.i.s r.e· .... p~)il."::)·, o!!.:.c~ra of o:r.8 us ':NS 

conneco:ed W:.t!"1 o:-? i::. e:-'l-.;;xC;z. ::i.etG:l:r.l~:~ed. -:.r.at. farmer 

re@d~cat~on ca~p ;rlscner, ~dy n~ :~1;et ~e a~~0~p&~~9d by 

their 8PC~9Q to e~i~rat& t~ ~~e ~~~~ei ~~a~as, if ~h~lr bona 

fide mar-ri&'3s \,.;ae antenid lr:tc ~elt'E! :.i'.};': ;.: .. ;r.:;:'"':,;r.e tro~l t.r.Q 

date af .lnter· .. ie'''' ',.."i·_h :!-4S ager.t.e. :,"'.ilt..&ad. J t.nese for;':;Qr 

rBed·.lca~io:",. camp t-'l'.i.scr,ere ;.:" .... 8 9..;~-3Cr$.·~ed t:: re .. -y en t.he 

eecond fA.:;-.!.ly preferer'cQ {r~'A ;i.;c :t<:2 :a, I 8 ",,:.1:j.C. Sec. 

l153 (8~ toe peti'tiQL t,:ietI' sF.: .... so! r;:r"j,::8 ! r; V.1iI :.Jnl.':ed Statee. 

It ia wel:' %r~''''n T::-:at m&:lY ie~rB ... '.;)~.:'d t,~ve ~lar.--~8d before 

thea. former pr'jS0t.,;:-e ::ar. be 1'"ir.;"InJ..~ed ,..,i~;r. t.r.~"!' gpC~De 

should they bG compelled t~ !ol:ow thA~ 8~8~.~W. , 
Simi lar ly e it Jated f ,:a: ;":",er reedu-:: 8.t. ~ ~.:--: :' a.rr,p pr ie0i19ri 

wtorn I have contacted are deep'l' a:'arr.,,,d by t.h to al:lrupt 

change of policy. Thl. ·"~?rsoed"r.\;"d pO:l.cy, Lf .llowlid to 

continua, will cQrt.a.l.n~y C!lt.:tI.a Q>ltrefrte hdrJehJ..p and 

irreparable damll.9QS to ::hB'" uc.rort~nne fcrF.er prisonere 

and their families, fur oftQntirnee, the •• forrner prisonere' 

eole source of solace and r.lc~al ""PPO"t •• their opouee. 

We conced" that U.S. ll .. bg". and Aeylu:n Law, especially 

INA Sec. 208 (A) doee empower INS a\JOInts wLth ~iscret~on to 

grant or deny Asylum or refu~ee 8ta~~a. However, we contend 

that the exercise of diacretion in .. part.icular ca!!le must 

require conai~eration of all of the facta an~ circumstances 

involved. There must be a balancin; of the 80cial and 

humane considerations pr .. sente~ in the former reeduoation 

camp prisoner'. favor a9ainet all but the most e;reQioua of 

adverBe faotor. auch as a sham marr ia",e. In addition, the 
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U.S. supreme eourt has enunciau,d tha~ exerc~.e of 

cliscretion "muet be basee\ cn :"g.t.mate concerns of 

particular etatutc,ry prov i.eion" INS ~._ !Uo.-p~nee\A' 47: t:. S. 

444, 451-452 11985 i . 

As you might be aware, tor!l"l!'!'er SacrQtarj' uf Sta ta 

G"orge Shultz en 1984 made "he p"~l1.c pro~cuncement, on 

b"half of Pr"aident ReaQar... of the }>..~.8rLCan human~tarlan 

initiative to bring !OL'mer rooeoiucation c"~1? I?r~.onere and 

their eloae family ~ember8 to ~he United Scates. A~ain, at 

the U.N. Interr.a~io~a: Conference cr. =ndo~r.in9IQ ~efuQ.ee in 

1989 ~n Gen""", the then Jeputy 5 .. = ret .. r y St at." 0 f State 

Lawrence Eag:a~~rger r8~ffirmed on behalf of President; Bush, 

th. tJ. S I cort".rn!.tmeY:t. to resett 1& t.he !'orr'tel' read\Jc8': .1. on camp 

pri80nerll arod thtti!" fa..1':il1.ee ir'. t.ha United Scat.a. 

Since C:cmgreis has plal"'.ary pc'..;er ::'11&. imrn!.<I1rat.ion 

matter (t.:.s. Cone":.. Ar1.... _, para. 9, c~, 4), a:1d QJ.nce 

family 'Jnlty is a :erl:.rea:" cc;::a.:.jer!:"::,,r.H', '.:.roar:'ying tOR 

IlM'igration ar.1 :-;Iatio:,a.:".!.ty Act, \o:h1..:,... l8 u:1i\7er~al:y 

reC09':-,.1.zad by the Boal'd ar,d the fadQ:-,,: :ourt.s aA co~sietent 

with eongraaaiona: PC:l~Y. irr.qc y. INS, J8~ ~.S. 2:4, 220 

11966) 1 Rava:W09 v. :NS, t>56 r. 20 169 3r-1 Cir. 1981)1 

r.ddah v. ItL!L 57! r. 2d 49:, 4,,£, ~St.h Cir. :.q·i~)' iJrbano de 

Mala1·Jar. V. ::;S, s" f. 2d 589 \910:, Clf. :'76i. w", 

therefore. boag you to utqe t.hil Im:;-,.:.;rat iur, and 

Natt:retlizat.lc~ Servi.=a and ttA S-:.a';.a ::epart:';'eno:' 8 orderly 

Departure proc;ram t.c '~SCl:1d t.t!8 a.::;.r;!T\er:~ i,l)r,@d pelley 

vl.a-a-vie the furmar reedt.:.r;ilt~O!l cAmP ~rl£l:onerQ a!"loj iinetead 

aclopt provision-a sir!'\l:ar t.c ~hoee i.:'l t~e Imrr.:-;L"llt io!'", FrauO 

Amen~~ent& of .986, "n part~cular INA Se_tion 21t> ane 8 CFR 

216 in order to permit bo~a hde epo~ae. t·.) ~ccomp"r.y 

beneficiaries of the OD?/~Qr"'''r Reed·Jcat,or, CIL~.p Prisoner 

Subprogram to emigration to the ur,ited States as Condit ional 

Reaident Aliene a"b;eCt to ~he reqJl.remento of INA Sect~on 

216 (a) (1) and 8 cyn 216.1, baoed upon " qua:ifyint;J 

marriaQe (INA Sec. 216 Ig) (3), i.a. a valid marriage 

entered into le"8 than .4 mcntha be!ore the a:len apou"8 

obtain condit-ional reSident aHen statue by virtue of auch 

marriat;Je. 

While waitinQ to 

co: 

hear from you, we 

Moat 

.'" ...... = .. ---­
..".-.,. ,-=-.. -="~ .... ". 

~~uc Minh Tho 
Pre.iclent 

are. 
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In addition, the principel ~pplicants have not baan advised 

that they are entitled to apply for Visas 93 approval should 

they be compelled to depart Vietnam pdor to departure of the 

spouse. This would allow the spouse to receive a "following to 

jOin" visa and allow the spouse to receive certain refugee 

benefits. Forcing the principal applicant to file a Form 1-130 

woule'! ~ubject the spouse to the waiting period at 6PP[(1%im8tely 

3 yDar~ Bnd may disallow refugee benefits for the spouse. 
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