In addition, Than Vu has been a strong link between the
project and the mental health center.

In summary the Vietnamese Reeducation Camp Detainees
Project has been successful in meeting the project goals.
Staff believe that this special group of refugees have
made excellent progress in becoming adjusted to their new
country. Perhaps the most important accomplishment of
the project has been to provide a meeting place and time
for group members to get together to share their
struggles, to have a good time and to be able to relax

and speak Vietnamese.
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FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOQCIATION

P.0O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA. 22205-0635
Telephone: (703) 560-0058 * Fax: (703) 204-0394

August 21, 1992

Ms. Ann Morgan

RP/TR-SA1

Bureau for Refugee Programs
Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Ms. Morgan:

We are writing to you on behalf of the Families of
Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association. It has just
been brought to our attention that the Department of
State will institute a training program for the
Vietnamese political prisoners, especially for only the
"free cases" (involving those political prisoners who do
not have families and/or relatives in the United States),
and send them to the Philippines for an approximate3
month training period.

We have thoroughly enjoyed a very close working
relationship with the Bureau for Refugee Programs and the
Department of State. We have appreciated the support and
encouragement received from the Department of State in
their understanding of our long separation from our loved
ones.

It is our hope that the new training program will be
successful and truly assist the political prisoners as
they begin the new transition towards freedom and
experience an opportunity to rebuild a new life in a free
land.

However, on behalf of the Families of Vietnamese
Political Prisoners Association’s membership in the
United States, Vietnam and around the world, we would

like to request a meeting with you to discuss the issues
and logistics of this program as well as to convey to you
the concerns and desires expressed by the political
prisoners who will be involved.

We would prefer to have a meeting after September 3,
1992; preferably on a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday
afternoon, if possible.



Ms. Ann Morgan

RP/TR-SAl

Bureau for Refugee Programs
Department of State

Page Two

August 21, 1992

Members of our delegation who have been identified to
attend the meeting include:

Dr. Le Xuan Xhoa
President of IRAC

Ms. Trinh Ngoc Dung

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho

Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners
Association

We would appreciate your consideration and response to
this request as soon as possible.

Should you have any questions and/or concerns please feel
free to contact me.

Sincerely,

(Mrs.) Khuc Minh Tho
President
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AGENDA
I8 (J';_ . -

We have been Lﬂiﬁ%ﬁad_by-ﬁhazstateabaaaztﬁint that political
prisoners and their families claseified ag Free Cases (i.e. with no
relatives or sponsors in the U.S.) will be gent for a three month
English training in Bataan, Philippines.

We would appreciate getting some clarification and
confirmation of the following issues:

1) Definition of a free case: Would a former political
prisoner (¥RR) who is sponsored by a friend and has a signed
agreement of pupport &till be classified as a free case?

2} e : What are the gteps involved in
Vietnam and in the U.S. to process free cases? How long are
the procedures expected to last?

3) Medical examipation: Would a FPP be allowed to leave
Vietnam without delay after being successfully interviewed and
once medical clearance is completed? 1In case a . FPP needs
further medical treatment, would he be allowed to leave
Vietnam to seek treatment in the U.S.7

4) English training: Is it mainly a language instruction or
does it also include skills training? Ie the program
sufficiently jintensive and of appropriate length to provide
the FPP the necessary conditions to find a job once in the
U.5.? Are diplomas granted in the Philippines recognized in
the U.5.? Would it not be more efficient to conduct this
training ‘in the U.S, rather than in the Philippines as
supported by surveys dona by the Etate Department (see
attached documents) ‘ L '

5) ‘ : Does the rule of
mandatory thra? month English training apply to the 146 FPPs
released between 9/91 and 5/92 (one has since ¥ assed away
after release from re-education camp)?' Since many of them may
have perious health problems due to their extensive
imprisonment, further delay of their resettlement in the U.Ss.
could have grave consequehces for some, including death.

6) I ! Could you
tell us whether the treatment of FPPs from other countries
follow the same procedures as what we have discussed earlier?
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PROPOSAL

"Allow all FPPs to leave Vietnam immediately after thejr
medical check up and have their skille and langquage training
done in the U.S. rather than in the Philippinesv,
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FAX COVER SHEET

DATE: August 24, 1992

TO : Bill Fleming FAX #:202-663-1061
Thomas Raezer

FROM: Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association
NO. OF PAGES include cover sheet: 06
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"For your information"
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HOI GIA-DINH TU NHAN CHINH-TRI VIET-NAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA. 22205-0635
Telephone: (703) 560-0058 * Fax: (703) 204-0394

August 21, 1992

Ms. Ann Morgan

RP/TR~SA1

Bureau for Refugee Programs
Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520
Dear Ms. Morgan:

We are writing to you on behalf of the Families of
Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association. It has just
been brought to our attention that the Department of
State will institute a training program for the
Vietnamese political prisoners, especially for only the
"free cases"™ (involving those political prisoners who do
not have families and/or relatives in the United States),
and send them to the Philippines for an approximate3
month training periocd.

We have thoroughly enjoyed a very close working
relationship with the Bureau for Refugee Programs and the
Department of State. We have appreciated the support and
encouragement received from the Department of State in
their understanding of our long separation from our loved
ones.

It is our hope that the new training program will be
successful and truly assist the political prisoners as
they begin the new transition towards freedom and
experience an opportunity to rebuild a new life in a free
land.

However, on behalf of the Families of Vietnamese
Political Prisoners Association’s membership in the
United States, Vietnam and around the world, we would

like to request a meeting with you to discuss the issues
and logistics of this program as well as to convey to you
the concerns and desires expressed by the political
prisoners who will be involved.

We would prefer to have a meeting after September 3,
1992; preferably on a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday
afternoon, if possible.



Ms. Ann Morgan

RP/TR-SA1l

Bureau for Refugee Programs
Department of State

Page Two

August 21, 1992

Members of our delegation who have been identified to
attend the meeting include:

Dr. Le Xuan Khoa
President of IRAC

Ms. Trinh Ngoc Dung
Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho

Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners
Association

We would appreciate your consideration and response to
this request as soon as possible.

Should you have any questions and/or concerns please feel
free to contact me.

Bincerely,

{Mrs.) Khuc Minh Tho
President
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FAX COVER SHEET

DATE: August 24, 1992

TO Thomas Raezer FAX #: 202-663-1061
Bill Fleming

FROM: Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association

NO. OF PAGES include cover sheet: 3

SUBJECT:

"For your information"
Please give me a call. Thanks.

Tho (703)358-5154
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RP/TR-SAl

Bureau for Refugee Programs
Department of State
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August 21, 1992

Members of our delegation who have been identified to
attend the meeting include:

Dr. Le Xuan Khoa
President of IRAC

Ms. Trinh Ngoc Dung
Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho

Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners
Association

We would appreciate your consideration and response to
this request as soon as possible.

Should you have any questions and/or concerns please feel
free to contact me.

Bincerely,

(Mrs.) Khuc Minh Tho
President
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HOI GIA-DINH TU-NHAN CHINH-TRI VIETNAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.Q. BOX 5435, Arlington, VA 22205-0635
Tel: (703) 560-0058 - FAX: (703) 204-0394

FAX COVER SHEET

DATE: September 15, 1992

TO ! _ ann Morgan FAX #: 202-663-1061
- Bill Fleming
- Tom Raezer

FROM: Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association
NO. OF PAGES include cover sheet: 07

SUBJECT: Draft minutes of our meeting on September 15, 1992

Dear Ann:

Before I send the minutes out, please check for any
inaccuracies and correct them.

Thank you very much.

Tho (703} 358-5154



TC : ANN MORGAN

DOS, CAL, IRAC, FVPPA's Meeting. September 15,.1992

Minutes.

FVPPA presented a two-and-a half pages of concerns gathered from
its members, community based organizations, service providers and
leaders in the community regarding DCS plans to send the
detainees to Bataan, Philippines.

Ann Morgan: FPPs previously had been exempted from pre-arrival
training because the center was fully occupied by the Amerasians.
But now, the number of Amerasians has3 gone down, and there is
room for FPPs. Furthermore, based on the two aurveys done by the
Center for Applied Linguistics, Bureau for Refugee Programs
urnderstands mora about FPPs, also based on letters BRP received
asking why not offer this training to FPP. There were always
different points of view. Some gaid "yes", it is better for them
to go there, while,. others said "no" they should go directly to
the US. That is also the reason why BRP talked to FPPs, MAAs and
others to sece how they feel about it. Based on based on CAL's
two surveys, Ambassador Lyman dedided to do a pilot pregram, for
a zelected group, with a limited number -- free cases -- only.
Then BRP will do a vigorous assessment. It may be continue or
drop the program by this time of next year. It is cnly a pilot
progranm.

In answering questions raised by FVPPA and IRAC that when this
program will start, BRP said probably in January or March, 1993.
It is now pending an OK from the Philippirnes. The decision has
been made for the "Best Interest of the IPPs”.

FVPPA asked how does BRP separate free cases from family
reunification cases, and how "free cases" are defined? Tor
example, those who have friends, or whom camarade in arms
sponsor, are they considered free case or family reunifications?

BRP: They will be given a choice at the interview whether they
want to join friends or families; otherwise, they can be free
cases if they did not join any of the relatives or friends here.
After the interview and medical check-~up, those who do not want
to join friends., relatives, can go directly to Bataan, instead of
waiting in Viet Nam for their document to go to Bangkok to get
assurances. Normally, it will take 2-3 months. They can go to
the Philippines to study and the assurance process will be done
while they are there, so they will not lose any time. "This is
the only Gdifference".

FVEPA and.IRAci What percentage of free caszes are there among the
FPPs caseload? ERP: based on statistice, it is about 25%%, or
from 400 to 500 of the 2,000 per month.



FVPPA: How long is the training and what is in it? BRP FPPs will
study 6 to 8 hours a day for 12 weeks - ELS and Cultural
Orientation, taught by gqualified teachers. A program like this

will be four or five times expensive if it is conducted in the
us.

FVPPA: They should be treated the same. They should not be
singled out az free cases since they have the same needs, and
they have been handicapped by having no ties in the US. They
face all kinds of problem befere they get through with the
interview in Viet Nam. Now they have another hurdle. They want
to get on with their new lives; they have no time to adjust to
the Philippines, and readjust when they come here. We have every
type of training in the US.

BRP; No, we have heard that the waiting list for ESL is months.
The decision is made! Are you willing to be an advisor to the
curriculum development committee. Maybe you can help build a
guitable curriculum for the FPPSE.

There are five staff from the Bataan who will be here visiting
five sites, to meet with detainess and states and service
providers to find out about FPPs needs.

FVPPA: We will have to consult with our people and get back to
you at a later date. T



DOS, CAL, IRAC, FVPPA’'s Meeting. September 15, 1952

Minutes.

FVPPA presented a two-and-a half pages of concerns gathered from
its members, community based organizations, service providers and
leaders in the community regarding DCS plans to send the
detainees to Bataan, Philippines. '

Ann Morgan: FPPs previously had been exempted from pre-arrival
training because the centey WwWas fully occupied by the Amerasiang.
But now, the number of Amerasians has gone down, and there is
room for FPPs. Furthermore, based on the two surveys done by the
Center for Applied Linguistics. Bureau for Refugee Programs
urnderstands more about FPPs, also based on letters BRP received
asking why not offer this training to FPP. There were always
differant points of view. Some said "yes", it is better for them
to go there, while, others said "no" they should go directly to
the US. That is also the reason why BRP talked to FPFs, MAAs and
others to see how they feel about it. Based.on based on CAL’s
two surveys, Ambassador Lyman decided to do a pilot program, for

a =zelected group, with a limited number -- free cases ~~7 only.

Then BRP will do a vigorous assessment. It may be continue or

drop the program by this time of next year. I+ is only a pilot
program. -

In answering guestions raised by EVPPA and IRAC that when this
program will start, BRP gaid probably in January or March, 19S3.
1+ is now pending an OK from the Philippines. The decision has
been made for the "Best Interest of the FPPs”.

FVDPPA agked how does BRP separate free cases from family
reunification cases, and how "free cases" are defined? For
exanple, those who have friends, or whom camarade in arms
sponsor, are they conesidered free case oOT family reunifications?

BRP: They will be given a choice at the interview whether they
want to join friends or families; otherwise, they can be free
cases if they did not Jjoin any of the relatives or friends here.
After the interview and medical check-~up, those who do not want
to jein friends, relatives, can geo directly to Bataan, instead of
waiting in Viet Nam for their document to go to Bangkok to get
assurances. Normally. it will take 2-3 months. They can go To
the Philippines to study and the assurance process will be done
while they are there, so they will not lose any time. "This is
the only difference”.

FVPPA and-IRACf What percentage of free cases are there among the
FPPs caseload? ERP: based on statistics, it islabout 25%, or
from 400 to 500 of the 2,000 per month.



70 : TOM RAEZER

DOS, CAL, IRAC, FVPPA's Meeting. Septembear 15,‘1992

Minutes.

FVPPA presented a two-and-a half pages of concerns gathered from
its members, community based organizations, service providers and
leaders in the community regarding DOS plans to send the
detainees tco Bataan, Philippines. '

Ann Morgan: FPPs previously had been exempted from pre-arrival
training because the genter was fully occupied by the Amerasians.
But now, the number of Amerasians has gone down, and there 1is
room for FPPs. TFurthermore, based on the two surveys done by the
Center for Applied Linguistics, Bureau for Refugee Programs
urderstands more about FPPs, also based on letters BRP received
asking why not offer this training to FPP. There were always
differant points of view. Some said *yes", it . is better for them
to go there, while, others said "no* they should go directly to
the US. That is also the reason why BRP talked to FPPs, MAAs and
others to see how they feel about it. Based on based on CAL's
two surveys, Ambassador Lyman dedided to do a pilot program, for
a selected group, with a limited number -- free cases -- only.
Then BRP will do a vigorous assessment. It may be continue or
drop the program by this time of next year. It is only a pilot
program.

In answering gquestions raised by FVPPA and IRAC that when this
program will start, BRP said probably in January or March, 1993.
It is now pending an OK from the Philippines. The decision has
been made for the "Best Interest of the FPPs”.

FVPPA asked how does BRP separate free cases from family
reunification cases, and how "free cases" are defined? For
exanple, those who have friends, or whom camarade in arms
sponsor, are they congidered free case Or family reunifications?

BRP: They will be given a choice at the interview whether they
want to join friends or families:; otherwise, they can be free
cases if they did not join any of the relatives or friends here.
After the interview and medical check-up, those who do not want
to join friends, relativeg, can go directly to Bataan, instead of
waiting in Viet Nam for their document to go to Bangkok to get
assurances. Normally, it will take 2-3 months. They can go to
the Philippines to study and the assurance process will be done
while they are there, so they will not lose any time. "This is
the only difference”.

FVPPA and'IRAC: What percentage of free cases are there among the
FPPs caseload? BRP: based on statistics, it is about 25%, or
from 400 to 500 of the 2,000 per month.



AGENDA
FOR MEETING WITH

ANN MORGAN, DIRECTOR
TRAINING OFFICE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

September 15, 199%2

We come today to convey grave concerns from our former political
prisoners, their families, relatives, friends, and particularly
our Vietnamese community and the service provider agencies. Our
concern centers around the training in the Philippines for the
Vietnamese political prisoners (free cases). Basically, what we
are asking is that:

“"We want our former political prisoners and their
families to come directly to the United Btates. We
feel that economically it would be more cost effective
to have them route directly to the United Btates, in
addition to the following reasons™listed below.

The reasons are as follows:

1. Former prisoners experience all kinds of trouble and have
many disadvantages from the time they get out of re—-education to
the time they arrive at their local areas, receive their exit
visa, interview, receive their medical check-up and get on the
manifest. There are entirely too many hurdles along the way for
these people who have spent at least 3-5 years waiting for their
departure. The camp is in the Philippines; and the Philippines
is not the United States, thus the camp is not a free land in the
true meaning of the word. The camp causes bitter and unpleasant
memories as they reflect on the time spent in reeducation. Most
of these remembrances are very painful and would rather be
forgotten as guickly as possible. We are interested in
expediting their freedom and provide them with practical
experiences. We are available to take them shopping and guide
them through the banking process; they should not have to spend
monthe in the Philippines to learn the United States system. 1In
addition, it is our understanding that they have access to Agency
Resettlement once they arrive.

They want to get to the free country as quickly as possible to
rebuild their lives and get on with a normal life. They have

been waiting for their freedom for 17 years and "a_day free is
worth more than a thousand days in camp."




The free case people certainly feel badly when they have to go
through camp while their friends, who have families, can go
directly; they view it as being treated differently...as 1if they
are further being punished for not having any U.S. ties. They
feel as though they have no voice or anyone to speak for them.

2. If the Department of State plans to send them to Bataan,
what will be schedule and the curriculum? Please define who are
considered "free cases"? How many among the 2,000 leaving per
month will be free cases?

can they fly to the Philippines as soon as their interviews
and medical clearance are completed? Regardless of the numbers
- 50, 100, 200...do they have to wait to make up a full load?

3. Definition of a free case: Would a former political
prisoner, who is sponsored by a friend, and has a signed
agreement of support, still be classified as a free case? (See
attached documents).

4. Processing procedures: What are the steps involved in
Vietnam and in the United States to prccess free cases? How long
are the procedures expected to last?

5. Medical examination: Would a former political prisoner be
allowed to leave Vietnam, without delay, after being successfully
interviewed and received medical clearance?

6. English training: Is this mainly language instruction or
does it also include skills training? Is the program
sufficiently intensive and of appropriate length to provide the
former political prisoner the necessary conditions to secure a
job once in the Untied States? Would it not be more efficient to
conduct this training in the United States, rather than in the
Philippines, as supported by surveys done by the State
Department?

7. Treatment of recently released former political prisoners:
Does the rule of mandatory three-months of English training apply
to the former political prisoners released between 9/91 and 5/92
(one has since passed away after release from re-education camp}?

8. Treatment of former political prisoners coming from other
countries: Could you tell us whether the treatment of former
political prisoners from other countries follow the same
procedures as what we have discussed earlier?




RECOMMENDATIONS

The issues presented highlight a number of important concerns.
Together with the evidence obtained through surveys conducted by
the Center for Applied Linguistics (under the auspices of the
State Department) which indicate a unanimous preference among
recently arrived former political prisoners for direct settlement
in the United States, we would like to make the following
recommendation:

"allow all former political prisoners to leave Vietnam

immediately after their medical check-up and have their
skills and language training done in the Untied Btates

rather than in the Philippines."

This option provides former political prisoners the benefit of
obtaining the necessary language skills and training without the
cost of having to make two adjustments (once upon arrival in the
Philippines and later at the time of permanent settlement in the
United States). It also is the most cost effective method and it
avoids the negative impact on the health and mental health of
those former political prisoners.

%,

CONCLUSION

As always, we wish to express our gratitude and appreciation for
the opportunity you have afforded us to present our issues and
concerns regarding this matter. We are hopeful that all due
consideration will be given to the suggestions made and that the
ultimate decisione will be for the good of the former political
prisoners in their quest for freedom.
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A Survey of the Pre-Arrival Training Needs of
Former Political Prisoners from Vietnam

Project Description

During the next several years, up to 100,000 former political prisoners (FPPs) and their family
members are expected to enter the US. In the past, FPPs and their families have entered the U.S.
directly from Vietnam without attending the Department of State-funded pre-arrival language
and cultural orientation program in the Philippine Refugee Processing Center (PRPC). The FPP
population was exempted from this training due to a lack of space and funds to expand the
facility. Anticipating that space will become available soon, the Department of State has asked
the Center for Applied Linguistics (CAL) to undertake a survey to assess the desirability of
offering pre-arrival training specifically designed for FPPs and their family members.

- A i

An earlier study conducted by CAL looked at FPPs’ backgrounds in Vietnam, their
expectations about life in the U.S,, and their initial resettlement experiences. The study,
completed in early FY 1992, showed that FPPs are being resettled at a time when sodial services
for refugees are at an all time low, and that FPPs and their family members, while nota
population in crisis, have resettlement needs that are not being met. Findings suggested that at
least some of the FPPs’ needs — in particular, their need upon arrival for better information
about resettlement and their wives’ and children’s need for English ~— could be addressed in a
pre-arrival training program.

The upcoming survey, which will take place from January to June, 1992, will collect data
from resettled FPPs and from service providers at the local, state, and national levels. Data will
be gathered regarding: 1) attitudes of concerned parties regarding pre-arrival training for FPPs
and their family members and 2) pre-arrival training needs of FPPs and their family members. In
addition, information will be gathered concerning the prospective components of such a
program.

Data will be gathered through telephone interviews from the following sources:

* Directors (or designates) of national voluntary agencies involved in FPP
resettlement;

* Directors (or designates) of national governmental and non-governmental agencies
that play a role in FPP resettlement;

* State refugee coordinators in states with high concentrations of FPPs;

* Local service providers involved in FPP resettlement in sites with high
concentrations of FPPs.

* FPP’s resettled in sites with high concentrations of FP’Ps between January 1990 and
January 1992

For further information, contact the Refugee Service Center, Center for Applied Linguistics, at
(202) 429-9292.
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CENTER FOR ASSISTANCE TO DISPLACED PERSONS, INC.

i

210 t Avenue, Manila. Philippines
Tel. 50-09-13

Manila, Septenber 16, 1992

M-s. Khue b Tho

President

Femilies of Viatnamasa
Palitical Prisoners Association
VA 722205, USA

Das- Mrs. Khue Minh Tha:

Sister Pascale has asked me to provide you with some information regarding the
use of Bataan camp for the HO Program prior To their reactt lemant in the States.

Living and working side by side with the refugeas sinca 1989 | do not consider
rafuges camp a healthy environment for &y one.  In refugee camp the refugess are
be:ing sub Jected to rulee and regulations which are more strict than those in
normal society. Family crisis s the moat common problem seen in the camp due
1 Tack of basfe nedds much as privacy, food, water, medicines .....

What do refugees usually gain in the refugees camp: I+ not daperdency, fear,
spprehensions, humiliation ... And what do thay lose? If not their dignity,
self esteem, self raliance, salf canfidence, and human rights ... You may say
thit these expolitical prischers are not “refugeas" therefore thay shauld be
treatad differently T wish this 45 tha rase

Trra are indead countless praoblems that may happen during their stay in the

Philippines. Thase may delay their departure. None of them wants to - Ne
mex v day in the camp unless they have to. Our axpolitical pris- n
k|

suffocatad from fresdom in many readucation camps. Whv ~
thair agonies? _

I hopa this letter srewers yor quest:
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YOS BE 2 CADF, MAMILA SEEDLE T TOI 204 BIZ2d4 PEL

CENTER FOR ASSISTANCE TO DISPLACED PERSONS, INC.

210 t Avenue, Manila. Philippines
Tel. 50-09-13

Man{la, September 16, 1992

M-a. Khuc Minh The

President

Femilies of Viatnamasa
Palitical Prisoners Asaociation
VA 22205, USA

Dew~ Mr=. Khiue Minh Tho:

Sigter Pascale has asked me to provide you with soma information regarding the
use of Batsan camp for the HO Program prior o thnelir resettiemant in the States.

Living and working side by side with the refugees since 1989 I do not conaider
refugee camp a healthy envirorment for sny one. In retfugee camp the refugess are
b ing subjectad to rules and regulations which are more strict than those in a
normal society. Family crisis is the most common prablem seen in the camp due
to lack of basic rneads such ax privacy, food, water, madicines ... .

What do refugees usually gain in the refugee campy 1t not dependency, fear,
spprehensfons, humiliation ... And what do thay lose? If mot their dignity,
self esteom, solf reliance, salf confidence, and human rights ... You may say
thet thase expolitical prisoners are not ‘refugees’ therefore they should be
treated differently T wish this is tha rase

ltvre ara indead cauntless problems that mey happan during their stay in the
Philippines. These may delay their departure. None of them wants 1o stay one
mex a day in the camp unless they have to. Our apolitical prisonars have been
suffocated from fraadom in many readucation camps. Why do we want to prolong
thetr agonjes?

| hape this letter arwwers yor question. Thank you for yaur tireless effort in
providing the be=t assistance to our expolitica: Prisocers who in many ways have
b forgotten by most of us.

Sincaraly yours,

CADP, Tne.
FAX # (0063%2) 50-09-1%



CORRUPT PRACTICES IN THE REFUGEE CAMPS IN THE PHILIPPINES

There are two refugee camps in the Philippines, one on the Bataan
peninsula, called the Philippine Refugee Processing Center (PRPC)
and the other on the island of Palawan.

BATAAN

The Bataan facility is a temporary shelter for persons approved
for resettlement in foreign countries. At Bataan, they are
supposed to be receiving language training and orientation in
preparation for their new lives. Some residents have legally
emigrated from their homeland, but unfortunately, many obtained
emigration/immigration status by fraud and misrepresentation. The
camp population is of different ages, and from different walks of
life.

These people presently live in tension, worries, fright and
disorder. They crowd in 12 areas, living in those barracks-style
housing in which 10 or 12 families share a common housing bloc.
Daily activities are a medium for conflicts. Because people have
been in camps so long and now again confined in small spaces,
just an uncivil word can blow up into a fight and sometimes end
in death.

AMERASIANS

A number of the camp residents are Amerasians, who left Viet Nam
with inferiority complexes. They often have low self-esteem,
lack formal education, and come from a poor family background,

It is very hard to find a good image among these. At Bataan, 2/3
of the population are Amerasians. At one time, they were
invaluable assets in Viet Nam, because merely having a
relationship to an Amerasian was a person’s ticket to emigrate to
the United States. Selling and buying "relationships”™ to these
people is a prosperous "industry".

Upon arriving at Bataan, their "Golden Dream’ is shattered and
turned intc a nightmare. As a result they join their friends in
gangs, act out, and abuse their parents. Worst of all are young
girls, between 18-20; they have put up a lot of money to marry
Amerasian boys. Suddenly, they have found that they lost
everything. The boys whom they married have formally declared
that they were not actually married; then the boys take off,
leaving the girls behind, pending repatriation. Some have been
there since 1989,

EXTORTION AND ROBBERY

One can say that extortion and robbery are the most common and
familiar crimes in Bataan.

There is a lady whose name is Mui, who was robbed of all of her
jewelry in front of everybody’s eyes, and right at her living



guarter. When she fought back, they (5 Philippinos) shot at her
legs several times. After taking all her money and jewelry,. they
leisurely walked away as though nothing happened. Nobody said
anything. In another case, Ms. Thai Bich Ha and her brother Loc,
were robbed in front of the UNHCR office. When they screamed and
fought back, the robbers fired two shots at her back and one at
her brother’s arm. At Bataan, this seems to be normal. Nobody
takes this as a criminal act.

Many robbery and rape incidents happen on less densed populated
roads in this camp. The criminals are Philippincs. Philippineo
police in Bataan are notorious for their bribery. Any crime
committed there can be bought off by dollars.

In sum, Bataan is a temporary, but unsafe place. Security and
order is just a joke.

PALAWAN

There are approximately 3,000 boat people living in Palawan.
Most of these people came after the cut-off date - March 1989,
and are considered legal invaders. They have to be screened to
determine whether they are political or economic refugees.

The screening method done by CID Philippines is very strict,
unfair, unjust and corrupt. Practically speaking, for a boat
person to be screened in as a political refugee, he/she must meet
two criteria: (1) money, (2) sex.

When one is called upon to appear at the interview desk, one
often sees a CID personnel and a translator. This translator
often is half and half - not real Vietnamese native speaker, nor
real Vietnamese. Therefore, even if one meets the critericn,
he/she still can be out if he/she does not make the "judges”
happy - The following two Vietnamese female cases are typical:

Ms. Ho Thi Th’'s father was tortured to death in re-education
camp, and their family’s property was confisticated by the
Vietnamese communists. Ms. Nguyen Thi T.N.'s father was in re-
education for over 4 years, and her husband escaped by boat and
has been missing since 1978; her son is in the U.s. These two
women were screened out because they refused to go to bed with
their Philippino interviewers. The two women went to the UNHCR
office and banged their heads against the column to take their
lives. Fortunately, some one saw and held them back. Mrs.
Leonardo C. Aguilar comforted them by saying that "Had you two
got a few thousand dollars, this would not have happened".



These situation continue, but noboedy seems to
people are in the stage of "refugee fatigue™.
can we just overlook it?

An excerpt from Tien Phong magazine
Volume 400: 16-30 September 1992

care;
We,

worse still,
the people,
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