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e United States Department of State

Washingion, D.C. 20520

TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING WITH
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

Wednesday, April 20, 1994
3:30pm

I. FORMER RE-EDUCATION CAMP DETAINEE SUB-PROGRAM

-~ On March 31 the Vietnamese Government presented lists
HO-43 and HO-44 to ODP with 2,000 cases and 8,633 names.

-~ We have notified the Vietnamese Government that these will
be the final lists under the HO subprogram.

——~ In the coming months we intend to implement direct
registration of former re-education camp detainees who for
some reason have never been registered. This new procedure
will preclude the need for any more lists.

—— Direct registration will last until September 30, 1994 to
ensure a smooth conclusion to this humanitarian program.

—— It is our intention to no longer accept new HO applications
(as well as refugee applications from former US Government
and private company employees) after September 30, 1994.

II. REVISIONS TO FILE CREATION CRITERIA

—— Since the start of the HO program in 1989, ODP has proposed
for interview (PFI) only the cases of applicants detained
for three or more years,

——~ However, files have been created for persons with only one
to three years of re-education, in expectation that they
might be considered in the future once the three-plus year
re-ed cases were completed.

-~ Such large-scale Southeast Asian refugee admissions
programs are the product of a war which ended nearly 20
years ago and must be brought to closure.

—- It will not be possible to propose for interview those
cases involving detainees with less than three years
detention, due to the enormous increase in the size of the
active caseload that would result, and because many of
these are unlikely to gqualify for refugee status even if
presented to INS.
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-- Effective immediately, ODP will create (open) a file only
upon submission by the applicant of any of the following
items:

* Documentary evidence of at least three years of
detention in a re-education camp because of
association with U.S. policies and programs prior to
1975, or a spousal relationship to a detainee who died
as a result of or during detention;

* An approved I-730 refugee relative petition or a visas
93 cable {(indicating that INS has approved the I-730)};

* Documentary evidence of 5 years employment with the
USG or U.S. business/foundation; or

* A claim of Amerasian ethnicity.

Note: An exception will be made under ODP's "1l-plus-1"
policy, under which one year of re-ed detention, in
combination with either one year of US Government or
private U.S. company employment, and/or U.S.-sponsored
training will serve as eligibility for interview.

-— In order to end the uncertainty for persons with cases
which do not meet interview criteria and to allow them to
get on with their lives, re-ed cases with less than three
years detention are now to be retired.

-—— A letter, along with any original documents, will be sent
to each principal applicant, expressing appreciation for
the applicant's interest in ODP, but stating that no
further action on their case is anticipated.
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III. TRANSITION TO NORMAL IV PROCESSING

-- The lifting of the trade embargo allows the Department and
ODP to focus on the standardization of immigrant visa
processing of Vietnamese. With unlimited remittances from
U.S. sponsors to applicants in Vietnam now possible,

applicants can now make their own travel arrangments to
depart Vietnam.

-- As part of its ongoing efforts to standardize its IV

operations, ODP intends to implement the following changes
in the near to mid-term future:

®

Collect visa and medical fees directly from the
applicants, rather than through ICM as is now the case.

Mail all correspondence directly to the applicant in
Vietnam rather than to the U.S. sponsor.

Shift the timing of the medical exam from after the
visa interview to beforehand, in accordance with
standard immigrant visa practice.

Have approved applicants book their own departures
from Vietnam.

Eliminate the list system for all immigrant visa cases.

-- These changes will help standardize ODP operations in
accordance with normal IV operations used worldwide by the

u.s.

Government.
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Embansy of the United States of America

5u Quan Hoa Ky, Bangkok Thal Lah

Ll Tuyén BG'Pyl't Cho Cec Bdo
Childng Tribh Ra DI Cd Trht Ty Cus Hoa Ky
Thang ndm, 1994

[
Tom Lulge .
Chddg; trinh ODP cua Hou Ky t{ﬁn trong th8ng beo ring 30 thang 9 ndm 1994 14 thé] hen cudi aung danh
cho ca¢ dudng 4én ¢ gyn :éng ky tnjc ll?g vdl vin phdng OLP 1yl Bangkok. Chuldng teinh doin tugls ,
dinh khﬂngv‘t_’j ;{m uléng boL thal hen cudl cuhg niy.Cdo dudng ddn Ial My curig phal diing ky trdo tigh v
ODP thay vt vél eac viln ph&ing dja phudng nh tr/dS diy. - ‘

Thol H’ﬁ of Cung Dang Ky Chuon‘;.ﬁlnh Diea Ti Nan , i}
Thil hpn cudl cing ohf ah d?; cho nhilivg ngufdl xdn diph 8 Hoa Ky nhd nhitg ngddi tf nan, do 1§
f

ahdng afy (i nida b glam gl trong trung tim cal tyo, nhelng gos phy cud hq holt nhung cu nhin vign
chinh phd M§ hay Pc'can‘? ty,l nhiln My, Chudng Trinh ODF ela Hoa Ky trin trqng théng bab th&l hgn
culll cing ding ky cho tEf ci g:dng ddn ty,nan. 30 thahg 9 ndm 1994 1% ngiy_cul df (rkh vél ODP
Bangkok, Thal Lan, tk( cd nhung don xin tal'dinh cd tal Hbs Ky theo chdéng trinh HO danh cho dudng

ddn dudc tha tf cao trung Bm cil tao hay ¢4u nhén vién chisth phi Hos Ky v c3ng ty td nhin Hoa Ky,

Trdfng hp nhlig dddng ddn co tén trong danh sadh H-01 dén H44 khbng phal tal diing &y vi 3516
tri€n nhd trd3¢ dly. Dudng ddn chuls ding J€n danh sach H-01 dért H-44 hollo ciuls dude ODP (ign b,
phal eln dahg ky theo chi din mél. Vi h§ thdig me], duidng ddn ht & tibu chrubh 88'duide phong v87 theo
quy chd di’ed. Swu dily 13 116u ehulln cur chuldng trink ty nan:

1. Ca nhAn hoe tp tel eal trung thm cal tao sau ngiy 30 thang 4 ndm 1975, Wl hiu qui Uifa b3
chit che véi chddng trink va chinh aath chinh pha l‘lﬁa Ky kem theo ditu kifa sau diy;

o« dihoc t§p it‘n_hi{bn m‘m'd'tr'ung thm oai (a0, hay li qua phy cus cf nhin qua dat tal trung tim cai
t40 hay qua dd1 vl hfu qua cua s hge (§p tai trung tim cdi tao

o db hoe t it mhdt mt ndm d'ﬁungl m c,'l t40 c8ng (hEm thdi gian dio e dudi sf bao trd cut ;

~ chinh phu Hoa Ky , hay di lein vi§e vl chinh phiu Hos Ky hodc c8ng ty td nhin Hoa Ky. '

2. Cx uhin vdf__thd'i glan Jim vide nfm ndm bay hdn cho chifth phu Hoa Ky hoit ebng ty td
nhin Hoa Ky

’ [/ - AT W

Dudéng dén mang tidu ghulr’l BN tren co y' mubr’\ tal diph ed tgi Hoa Ky cin phn‘l gli the cho ODP
Bangkok. Trong thd, cfin ghi, t&n ho, ngay v ndi sanh, vi dia chi hi€n tyi. Cufg theo, t8a ho, ngdy va ndl
sanh C\?l v§, con rut hay con nudt chinh thde, N&J dudng ddn ds w'v§, ohdng hay con Oy nhip tich cBng
didn My, ha¥ glyi tén l;?, ngiy aanh, ngiy nhip tich ofing dth, Néu trong gla diith co cs nhin I trddng hdp
t&\ 18l ghus giai quyét vdi ODP, hay ghi |‘¢;5 IV, Titt ca ddn xin an phei bao g8m ni lig;l chdgg minh of
thinh g‘iu tf cach Ty Nan. Nhung tal !iﬁu‘co the bao, g8m: mbt gidy chning 'nh!n dudc phong thich td tipng
thm cal tao ghi ghd ngéy bil ngdy the, (i Jicu ghl ly do b giam, churg chl dio taa ngoti YIit Nam véi o
bio {rd out chinh phu Hoa Ky, ting thddng do chinh phu Hoa Ky vi bét o tai lieu chilng mink vide isi
tnddc 1975, ,
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s&mm&MnhohupmmitﬁdlllMy
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T&f ed s ddn xin cho cinidag trinh 46 i My'vi i nan ous ODP na dido gl t4i:

US Orderly Departure Program
127 South Ssthorn Rosd
Yannaws District Bangkok 10120
THAILAND
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Emba.uy of the United States of America

Bangkok, Thaffand
Press Release
US Orderly Departure Program
Juue 1994

Suwamnary

The US Ordesly Departure Program (ODP) has anaocunced a Seplember 30, 1994 deadline for new refugos
applicants to reglster directly with the ODP office in Bangkok. The ODP fumily reunification sub-program is not
sfidcted by this deadline, Amarasian applicants must also register directly with ODP lastead of with local
government offices as bafbre.

Refugee Registration Deadline

The deadilne applics only to persons applylng for resettlement as refugoes In the U.S. who are formar re-
aducation center detainess, their widows, or former cmployess of the U.S. govamnment or U.S. private
companies.  Applicauts whosa names wre included on Hsty H-01 through H-44 owst not reapply. Their
applications will be processed us before. Applisants who are not registered on Lists H-01 through H-44 or have
not received correspondence from QDP regarding their case, must reglster again under the new guidelines.
Qualified applicants who register under the aew system will be called to interview aocording to ODP's establlshed

— i

procedures. Only people who meet the followling criterla qualify for the refuges pragram:

L. Persons detained in a re-education center alter April 30, 1975 due to close assoclation with
programs and policles of the U.S. government, and who:

» spent at lcast three years in a re-education center, or we the widow of & former re-education center
detainee who died in re~education or as a result of tims spant in re-education

« spent &t Jeast one year in a ro-educstion center and reccived training outside of Vietaam under U.S.
govemment auspices, or were employed by the U.S. government or U.S, private companics,

2. Persons with flve or more years of pre-1975 employment with the U.S. goverument or US.
private companies.

Persons who meet this criteria and wish 10 apply for ressttlement in the US must send a letter to ODP in
Bangkok. The letter must include the applicant’s full name, date and piace of birth and currcat address, Also the
pame, ploase and date of birth of the applicant’s spouse and any naturel or officlally adopted children. If the
upplicant hay a spouse or child who is & U.S, cidzen, the name, date of birth, date of naturslizstion and home
address of that person should also be provided. If any family member has a pending QDP applicatlon, the IV
number should ba nated, All applications should include documentation to support the refugee clabm.  Such
documentation may include: a copy of any re-education cemp relcase centificates showing amrest and release
dates, documentation. which shows tha reason for incarceration; coplees of any cettificates of tralning received
outside of Vietnam uunder US govemment suspices, swards reccived from the U.S. government and any
documeatation to verify pre-1975 employment
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No Deadline for Family Reunification Program '

The family reunification program s not affected by the rofugee registration deadline, Applicants for Immigration
who are the beneflolaries of petitions filed by thelr U.S. relatives will continue to be procassed ke immigranty
from any other country. ODP will contlnue to process applicants who appear on the lists prepared by the SRV
Working Group on ODP, or for whom ODP has received an spproved immigrnt visa petition from the U.8,
Immigretion and Naturstization Service.

As of January 3, 1994 ODP stopped scheduling expedited Interviows for single brothers and sisters of U.§,
ciizans and spouses and children of U.8, legal permanent resideats. Previously, these and certain other
spplionnts ware routinaly granted public intersst parole for sntey to the U.S. By June 30, 1994 ODP will
complete adjudication of those cases. Now these applicants will bo Interviewed when their patitions becams
current, in tocordance with worldwide U.S. lumigration guldelines.

Amurasians wow register directly witk ODP

Ameraslan applicants who have never reglstered for ODP or whose names did not appear on ons of the *AC"
lists through fist 31-AC must now register directly with ODP. They may send ODP s letter with thelr name, date
of birth, address and the names and dates of birth of their spouses, childsen, natural mother ar foster purents and
foster siblings under sge 21 who they wish to accompady them. The letter should explain what evidance exists
that the applicant s the child of an American citizen and include a close-up photo of the Ameraslan's face,

All applications for ODP Ameraslan and refugee progranus should be sent to:

U.S. Orderly Departure Program
127 South Sathorn Road

Yannaws District

Bingkok 10120
THAILAND
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FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA. 22205-0635
Telephone: (703) 560-0058 * Fax: (703) 204-0394
April 13, 1994

Mr. Larry Noyes

Program Officer

Refugee Admissions and Processing
Bureau for Refugee Programns
Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Noyes:

Thank you for taking the time to arrange a meeting between our organization
and your office, representatives of other bureaus within the Department of State
and officials of the Immigration and Naturalization Service.

As you are aware, the Orderly Departure Program operates within specific
guidelines. These guidelines were created in order to effect the policies of the
organization. Thus, procedures were initiated which must be followed in order
to achieve the organization's goals. However, our organization has noted
certain guidelines and procedures which do not appear 10 be consistent with
U.S. policy as it relates to the issue of human rights in Vietnam. Nor do they
address the stated policy of assisting persons who claim to be able to
demonstate “ongoing persecution” due to their association with the U.S,, or its
pre-1975 Southeast Asian policies.

The attached agenda states our concerns in detail. I would appreciate it if you
could distribute this agenda to members of the State Department and INS who
will be attending the meeting.

We look forward to Wednesday's meeting and discussing these issues, which
are of tantamount importance to the Vietnamese community. We hope to be
able to share good news with our community after meeting with you.

Thank you again for your kind efforts.

Sincerely,

huc Minh Tho
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AGENDA FOR THE MEETING BETWEEN OFFICIALS OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, IMMIGRATION AND
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE
POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

RO
Wednesday, April 13 1994

3:30 p.m.

Introduction

As you may already be aware, the Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners
Association was founded in 1977 by a group of relatives and friends of
political prisoners to fight for the rights of Vietnamese political prisoners, their
telease from re-education camps, and their resettlement in other countries in the
free world. Due to the strong support of the government of the United States,
especially the Department of State, more than 80,000 former political prisoners
and their families have resettled in the country. On behalf of these former
political prisoners and their families we would like to express our heartfelt
thanks for your steady efforts which have resulted in these meaningful results
and hope for your continued support. Once again, thank you.

During our meeting we would like. to discuss the following issues:

i. Persons who were captured during military maneuvers or clandestine
operations, prior to 1975, are denied the benefit of interview under cutrent
guidelines. Although the ODP recognizes incarceration due to “close
association with the U.S., or its policies prior to 1975", the ODP does not
recognize pre-1975 incarceration as applicable under the former re-education
camp detainee program.

These prisoners of war (POW’s) were, in fact, incarcerated as a direct result of
the pursuance of policies and interests of the U.S. govemment. Thus, there is
no distinguishable difference between incarceration as a POW (pre-1975). and
incarceration (post-1975) as a re-education camp detainee. As such, we believe
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that incarceration in POW camps and other detention facilities, prior to 1975,
should be acceptable in terms of eligibility for interview on the same basis as
re-education camp incarceration initiated in 1975.

2. The offspring of deceased re-education camp detainees who died while
incarcerated, or died as a result of that imprisonment, should be eligible for
interview regardless of the status of the surviving parent. In some instances,
the spouse of the former detainee has died, or is unable or unwilling to be
interviewed. However, the offspring themselves can present evidence of
"ongoing persecution”, to include the active denial of benefits which are widely
available to peers. Also, they are able to clearly demonstrate that these
restrictions and denial of benefits are imposed upon them based solely on the
parent’s background (close association with the U.S.). As such, the surviving
parent’s status should not have any bearing on the offspring’s eligibility for
interview.

Further, we can present cases wherein the offspring of deceased re-education
camp detainees have been considered for interview eligibility, yet denied an
interview due to an inability to demonstrate any “connection to the United
States.” Such a connection being relatives in the U.S., or a demonstrated past
association with the U.S., or its policies prior to 1975. As stated above these
individuals can, in fact, show a connection to the U.S. by virtue of the
deceased parent’s background, as well as consequential persecution directed
against them because of this familial affiliation with the U.S.

3. Under the ODP program, persons who have been incarcerated for illegal
boat departure, or other forms of escape, are not eligible for interview.
However, in some cases evidence can be presented which would indicate that
the attempted escape was "due to a well-founded fear of persecution because of
race, religion, ethnicity or political opinion”, to include close association with
the U.S. government. Thus meeting the 1951 Geneva Convention’s criteria for
refugee status. As such, these individuals should be provided with a
mechanism through which they might present their case for refugee
adjudication and afforded the opportunity to present evidence of “ongoing
persecution.”

4. Individuals who have been convicted and imprisoned for "political crimes”
are not being afforded an opportunity for refugee adjudication, after release
from prison, under current ODP guidelines. These individuals have been
incarcerated for “crimes” ranging from authoring literature which conflicts with
the Hanoi govemment’s agenda, to what is vaguely termed "anti-revolutionary
activities.” The ODP office has indicated an inability to interview them for
two basic reasons. Dates of confinement (post-1975) and no close association
with the U.S. We, believe that due to the circumstances under which the
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individuals have been charged and incarcerated, an opportunity to be
interviewed for refugee status is warranted, regardless of non-affiliation with
the U.S., or dates of confinement.

5. Although U.S. authorities have indicated that the pending caseload of ODP
qualified candidates should be interviewed by the end of FY 96, we would like
to receive assurances from your good offices that, per the 1979 Memorandum
of Understanding/1980 Aide Memoire, all eligible cases will have an
opportunity for refugee interviews regardless of the diplomatic relationship
between the U.S. and Vietnam, or the ending of the Orderly Departure
Program. We would also like to request that a mechanism be made available
that would enable candidates to present cases for appeal, or parolee
consideration, should they have been previously rejected for refugee status.

6. The issue of how to deal with asylum seekers who still languish in first
asylum camps is certainly an item worthy of dialogue. Although the U.S. and
othcr resettlement countries have dealt effectively and decisively with the
resettletnent of individuals who have been approved by officials of 1st asylum
countries as having met refugee criteria, there still remains a number of
unapproved individuals who would like to further pursue refugee adjudication.
These persons have expressed a clear desire to remain in the st asylum camps
until they are granted access to officials of the U.S., or other potential
resettlement countries. However, as you are aware, persons who have been
“screened out” by officials of the st asylum government are not allowed
access to representatives of resettlement countries. As such, we believe a that
a mechanism which will allow individuals to further pursue their claims to
refugee status and subsequent resettlement, even after repatriating to Vietnam,
will be an adequate incentive for voluntary repatriation. Of course, it may be
necessary to provide assurances that these persons, should they repatriate, will
be provided with adequate safeguards against reprisal or incarceration based
solely on charges of illegal departure.

We realize that, with the impending initiation of diplomatic ties between the
United States of America and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, as well as the
achievemnent of ODP's primary goals, the end of the Orderly Departure Program
is now on the horizon. However, we are concerned that the issues herein
presented have not been fully addressed. Thus, we would like to receive
assurances from your good offices that persons who fall under the above stated
circuinstances will be afforded a mechanism through which they might gain
access to refugee adjudication by U.S. officials.

We believe that, it: keeping with the U.S. government’s stated policy of
advancing the issue of Human Rights in Vietnam, it is in the best interest of
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the U.S. to implement measures, utilizing specific guidelines and criteria, which
will allow individuals an opportunity to present their particular circumstances
and receive the benefit of tefugee adjudication. We would also like to receive
assurances that individuals who seek access to U.S. officials will not be
hindered in any form by Vietnamese authorities.

Lastly, we would like to propose that the U.S. government establish an in-
country refugee processing mechanism, as with the current U.S. policy
regarding Haitian asylum seekers, which can facilitate such goals. We believe
that the creation of such a mechanism would adequately address the issues thus
far presented, as well as preclude the advent of a second mass exodus of
refugees from Vietnam.

Specifically, we propose that the Department of State, in conjunction with the
Immigration and Naturalization Service and Human Rights Bureaus, authorize
an in-country U.S. representative to mediate human rights issues with the
govemnment of Vietnam. Further, this representative should be provided with
an adequate support structure, through which the monitoring of Vietnam's
hu[nan right record and access to U.S. refugee processing officials by potential
refligees can be accomplished.

In closing, we would like to point out that this proposal should not be
misconstrued as an attempt to extend the Orderly Departure Program. The
circumstances presented generally do not fall under the purview of ODP ot
within its processing guidelines. However, as with the creation of the Orderly
Departure Program, and in the spirit of humanitarian endeavors, we petition the
Department of State, the lmmigration and Naturalization Service, Human
Rights Bureaus and all relevent agencies to address these and other Human
Rights issues concemning Vietnam.



ADDENDUM

We would like to further discuss other issues as follows:

a. Former political prisoners were first refused status as refugees but were admitted under
Public Interest Parole (PIP). After one year residence in the U.S., will they be allowed to
adjust their status to permanent residence? And if they are allowed, what kind of
documents that they need to prove with the local INS?

b. Children over 21 years old, single and live separately from their parents who are
prisoners should be admitted with their parents so that they are completely reunited after
so many years of separation. Most of the prisoners are over 50 years old and have many
difficulties to adjust and get decent jobs in this country. They need their children’s
supports physically and mentally, therefore, if they are admitted , they can take care of
their parents.

c. The political prisoners are advised that they can file second preference petition once
they become permanent residents for their unmarried and over 21 years old. However,
many of them will not be able to overcome the financial requirements, because these
prisoners can only get only odd jobs and often get laid off. How can they file affidavits of
support if they have unsufficient income? Thus, we would like to have those children be
included with their parents as you have done five years ago. If not, their family will never
have a chance to reunite with their loved ones in the United States.

d. About cases of prisoners who were newly married. Their wives are excluded in
accompanying their husbands for resettlement. They are told that they must file either
refugee and/or second preference petitions when they arrive in the United States.
Normally, it takes at least three to four years for them to be reunited. We would like your
reconsideration in allowing their wives to depart with them to the United States.
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FORMER RE-EDUCATION CAMP DETAINEE SUB-PROGRAM

On March 31 the Vietnamese Government presented lists
HO-43 and HO-44 to ODP with 2,000 cases and 8,633 names.

We have notified the Vietnamese Government that these will
be the final lists under the HO subprogram.

In the coming months we intend to implement direct
registration of former re-education camp detainees who for
some reason have never been registered. This new procedure
will preclude the need for any more lists.

Direct registration will last until September 30, 1994 to
ensure a smooth conclusion to this humanitarian program.

It is our intention to no longer accept new HO applications
(as well as refugee applications from former US Government
and private company employees) after September 30, 1994.

REVISIONS TO FILE CREATION CRITERIA

Since the start of the HO program in 1989, ODP has proposed
for interview (PFI) only the cases of applicants detained
for three or more years,.

However, files have been created for persons with only one
to three years of re-education, in expectation that they
might be considered in the future once the three-plus year
re-ed cases were completed.

Such large-scale Southeast Asian refugee admissions
programs are the product of a war which ended nearly 20
years ago and must be brought to closure.

It will not be possible to propose for interview those
cases involving detainees with less than three years
detention, due to the enormous increase in the size of the
active caseload that would result, and because many of
these are unlikely to gqualify for refugee status even if
presented to INS.
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Effective immediately, ODP will create (open) a file only
upon submission by the applicant of any of the following
items:

* pocumentary evidence of at least three years of
detention in a re-education camp because of
association with U.S. policies and programs prior to
1975, or a spousal relationship to a detainee who died
as a result of or during detention;

* An approved I-730 refugee relative petition or a visas
93 cable {(indicating that INS has approved the I-730);

* pocumentary evidence of 5 years employment with the
USG or U.S. business/foundation; or

* A claim of Amerasian ethnicity.

Note: An exception will be made under ODP's "l-plus-1"
policy, under which one year of re-ed detention, in
combination with either one year of US Government or
private U.8. company employment, and/or U.S.-sponsored
training will serve as eligibility for interview.

In order to end the uncertainty for persons with cases
which do not meet interview criteria and to allow them to
get on with their lives, re-ed cases with less than three
years detention are now to be retired.

A letter, along with any original documents, will be sent
to each principal applicant, expressing appreciation for
the applicant's interest in ODP, but stating that no
further action on their case is anticipated.
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III. TRANSITION TO NORMAL IV PROCESSING

-— The lifting of the trade embargo allows the Department and
ODP to focus on the standardization of immigrant visa
processing of Vietnamese. With unlimited remittances from
U.S. sponsors to applicants in Vietnam now possible,
applicants can now make their own travel arrangments to
depart Vietnam.

—-- As part of its ongoing efforts to standardize its IV
operations, ODP intends to implement the following changes
in the near to mid-term future:

* Collect visa and medical fees directly from the
applicants, rather than through IOM as is now the case.

* Mail all correspondence directly to the applicant in
Vietnam rather than to the U.S5. sponsor.

* Shift the timing of the medical exam from after the
visa interview to beforehand, in accordance with
standard immigrant visa practice.

* Have approved applicants book their own departures
from Vietnam,

* Eliminate the list system for all immigrant visa cases.
-— These changes will help standardize ODP operations in

accordance with normal IV operations used worldwide by the
U.S. Government,



