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: January 14, 1995

Board Meeting and Elections

The meeting for the election of the Board of
Directors and the Executive Board was held at the
office of the Families of Vietnamese Political
Prisoners Association (FVPPA) on the above date.
The following members were present:

Khuc Minh Tho
Nguyen Quynh Giao
Nguyen Xuan Lan
Trinh Ngoc Dung
Tran Kim Dung
Truong Thi Lang Anh
Nguyen Thi Khen

In opening the meeting, the President, Khuc Minh
Tho, reported on some of the activities of which
the Association accomplished during 1994. For
example:

o] consclidated the departure program for
ex-political prisoners in 1994;

o simplified and expedited departure
procedures for ex-political prisoners;

o increased the number of families of ex-
political prisoners arriving in the US;

(o] intervened with Congress and the State
Department for the refugees, former
political prisoners and their families
who escaped by boat to Southeast Asian
refugee camps in the Philippines,
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Hong
Kong, in order to help them obtain
admissions to the United States or to
other Third World countries in the free
world;
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o intervened with the State Department and
the Orderly Departure Program (ODP)
regarding simplifying the resettlement
process for Vietnamese political
prisoners;

o requested that the State Department give
priority of interview to the group of
"longest held prisoners of war";

o requested Congress and the Department of
State to approve the resettlement of the
families of political prisoners who died
in camps;

o requested Congress and the Depatment of
State to increase the budget and the
quota for political prisoners in Fiscal
Year 1995;

o requested Congress and the Department of
State to intervene with Viet Nam to
release all remaining prisoners, and
those re-incarcerated;

o requested that the United states
Government 1ift resettlement deadlines
for ex-political prisoners who have
fulfilled all required conditions;

o requested that the waiting period for
processing for resettlement in the
United States be reduced to two years;

o organized a National Special Freedom
Reunion for former political prisoners
in July 1994;

o organized a Memorial Celebration to
salute the 58,000 Americans who
sacrificed their liveds for the freedom
of Viet Nam;

o] visited prisoners’ families resettled in
Houston and Oklahoma during the
Thanksgiving Holiday. These families
are experiencing hardships due to the
lack of employment opportunities in the
locality.
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Khuc Minh Tho presented all the details of the
situation in all the camps in Southeast Asia. She
presented detailed information regarding the
physical, mental and emotional conditions of
political prisoners and the effects of the
repatriation program on all refugees in the camps.

Khuc Minh Tho presented that the Immigration and
Naturalization Services (INS) and the ODP had
denied many applications for admission despite
these having fulfilled all admissions’
requirements. Reasons for denials included:

o lack of original copy of certified
release from prisoners’ camps document;

o children of decased incarcerated
individual or deceased spouse as not
eligible for resettlement;

o] non-acknowledgment of marriage
certificate of incarcerated individual
and/or spouse.

Truong Thi Lang Anh, Treasurer, reported on the
financial status of the Association for 1994. The
report indicated that the Association now has in
its account $100.00. According to the Treasurer,
the Association needs financial assistance for its
ongoing business expenses such as postage,
supplies, printing, utilities and telephone/fax
services.

After the President, Treasurer, and the Advisor
completed their reports, the Board of Directors,
and the Executive Board members resigned all their
offices.

Khuc Minh Tho opened the meeting for discussion
and voting of new officers. It was felt, that
given the status of many negotiations currently
underway, and in order to provide the continuity
that is so vital to these contacts and
negotiations, it was the opinion of those present
that the Board of Directors and the Executive
Board members be re-appointed to another term.
This decision was reached unanimously.

Mrs. Thanh Hai Reyes, Mr. Pham Thanh Long, and
Col. William F. Paris II, USA (Ret.) were then
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invited to join the meeting. They expressed their
willingness to serve as volunteers for the
Association. Col. William Paris II will volunteer
as Employment Coordinator. As such, the Colonel
will assist former political prisoners in their
job search by contacting companies, employment
offices and industries for job leads.

The volunteers will assist the President of the
Assocjation in providing and dissemination of
information on issues of concerns to the
Association members, and the political prisoners
community-at-large. This would entail attending
meetings and/or making presentations (if
applicable) at the request of the President.

Mr. Thai Quy Toan, Esg., had volunteered for the
Association on several occasions, and indicated
that he will continue to serve as volunteer on
legal-related matters specifically those within
his area of legal expertise.

After discussion, those present voted on the new
Board of Directors and Executive Board. Those
persons re-elected and their positions are:

Khuc Minh Tho President

Nguyen Quynh Giao Vice-President
Nguyen Van Gioi Secretary-General
Truong Thi Lang Anh Treasurer

Nguyen Thi Khen Deputy Treasurer
Hiep Lowman Advisory Committee
Nguyen Xuan Lan Advisory Committee
Tran Kim Dung Advisory Committee

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30P.M. on January
14, 1995. A list of Board of Directors and the
Executive Board is attached.

Respectfully Supmitted,

8. Khuc Minh Tho

President
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