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Advisory Committee 3. Review FPP family members of those who died

after release.
EE O MAN
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TRAN KIM DUNG . . ¢
4. Reexamine the cases of those Vietnamese
prisoners of war -- the commandos and the
special armed forces group -- the
parachutists to the North and Laos being

caught and imprisoned during the 1960's.

5. Review the case of Lt. Col. Tran Van Man (IV-
68851, HO-41-1005) who was rejected by ODP in
an interview on April 25, 1995. He was one
of the 100 longest-held and his identity
should not be in doubt.

6. Review the unique case of the daughter of
General Le Van Hung, the heroic ARV .N General
who committed suicide rather than surrender
his regiment in April, 1975.
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7. Review the availability of admissions numbers
for the remaining caseload of the FPP’s and
the deadline of September 30, 1995 for
interviewing the caseload. What about the
deadline for cases on appeal and cases
pending further documentation? What is the
time~frame for the adjudication of such
cases?

Release Order: For those FPPs who lost their original
release certificates, which of the following statements
will ODP-INS accept: the reissued certificate provided
by the local authorities or the one issued by the
Ministry of Interior ?

New INS Policy for Family Members of Deceased
Re-eds... According to the May 2, 1995 Refugee
Processing News approved family members of a deceased
reeducation camp internee must now be re-interviewed
before their approval can be upheld. Please explain
this new policy.

Also, stated in the same news document dated 8/15/95
there was a statement that indicated that 571 of the
703 cases proposed for interview did not appear. This
information was shocking and surprising because we have
been informed that almost all of the FPPs are waiting
for an interview. How is the information being
disseminated and how are they being notified?

Household Registration: Some FPPs’ families were
broken up when the men were in re-education; therefore,
household registration cards bear neither name of the
principal applicants nor the children of the respective
family. Also, in some areas, the authorities changed
their ration card form so that those who just returned
got a different type, not the same card as before. 1In
these situations, we ask for flexibility and
understanding on the part of the interviewers.

Any Missing Document: Please indicate from which
agency the prisoners need to obtain certification of
missing document(s) in order to be eligible for the HO
program. Once an agency is identified (e.g. Department
of Interior) they will go there for the document before
their interview with ODP officers.
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for the remaining caseload of the FPP’s and
the deadline of September 30, 1995 for
interviewing the caseload. What about the
deadline for cases on appeal and cases
pending further documentation? What is the
time~frame for the adjudication of such
cases?

Releass Order: For those FPPs who lost their original
release certificates, which of the following statements
will ODP~INS accept: the reissued certificate provided
by the local authorities or the one issued by the
Ministry of Interiors?

Nev INS Polioy for Family Members of Deceased
Re-eds...According to the May 2, 1995 Refugee
Processing News Flash from MRS/USCC approved family
members of a deceased reeducation camp internee must
now be re—-interviewed before their approval can be
upheld. Please explain this new policy.

Also, stated in the sawe news flash there was a
statement that indicated that 571 of the 703 cases
proposed for interview did not appear. This
information was shocking and surprising because we have
been informed that almost all of the FPPs are waiting
for an interview. How is the information being
disseminated and how are they being notified?

Household Registration: Some FPPs’ families were
broken up when the men were in re-education; therefore,
household registration cards bear neither name of the
principal applicants nor the children of the respective
family. Also, in some areas, the authorities changed
their ration card form so that those who just returned
got a different type, not the same card as before. 1In
these situations, we ask for flexibility and
understanding on the part of the interviewers.

Any Missing Document: Please indicate from which
agency the prisoners need to obtain certification of
missing document(s) in order to be eligible for the HO
program. Once an agency is identified (e.g. Department
of Interior) they will go there for the document before
their interview with ODP officers.



NINUTES OF MEETING WITH
IMNIGRATION AND NATURALISATION SERVICE
CONCERNING FORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS PROGRAM
Wednesday, August 30, 1995

On August 30, 1995 at 4:00 p.m., the Families of the Vietnamese
Political Prisoners Association (FVPPA, hereafter referred to as
the Association) met with Ms. Kathleen Thompson and Ms. Janelle
Jones of the Office of International Affairs of the Immigration
and Nationalization Service (INS) in Washington, D.C.

Ms. Khuc Minh Tho of the Association was accompanied by Mr.
Nguyen Ngoc Bich, Executive President of the National Congress of
Vietnamese in America (NCVA), Mr. Le Van Ba, Chairman, Washington
Metropolitan Area lLeague of Vietnamese Associations, and Attorney
Thal Quy Toan, Advisor to the Association.

The participants discussed the following issues and agreed upon
the following understanding:

3ingle children of FPP’s 21 years and olde: ODP denied
derivative status drawn from the FPP father’s case to many
unmarried sons/daughters who were over 21 years of age. The
State Department announced in December 1994 that over-21
unmarried sons/daughters would no longer be eligible for
inclusion in the father’s case. After a review of this policy
change, INS agreed to allow over-21’s to be included based on
compelling humanitarian circumstances. INS made this policy
modification in April of this year, but many children had been
summarily excluded prior to February, 1995. The Association
asked that the cases denied before February, 1995, be reviewed
and Ms. Thompson agreed to ask ODP in Bangkok to reconsider these
cases.

whereabouts unknown, presumably dead; Ms. Jones stated that
there is nothing INS can do about these cases since ODP policy
has been that the application must be initiated and signed either
by the FPP or his wife. The Association mentioned the case of
Nguyen Phat Khoi (IV-116-466) as an exception based on compelling
humanitarian concern since the father and mother both occupied
high positions in the former government of South Vietnam and were
closely associated with the supporting policy of the United
States government. Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho stated that she would
sponsor the orphan children of this case. Ms. Thompson and

Ms. Jones agreed to review the case on that basis.
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3.

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho pleaded for these cases as she
said she could personally sympathize with them. Many FPPs got
very sick after their release due to the hardships encountered in
re~education (hard work, torture, etc.). Unfortunately, they
died a few weeks/months prior to their departure. Mrs. Jones
stated that nothing could be done. Mrs. Thompson added that INS
would review such cases, if there is evidence that the FPP who
died after release nevertheless died due to the conditions of his
detention.

Operation). Mrs. Thompson stated that INS’s latest review of
these cases gave the following breakdown: 12 cases ready for
interview; of 9 cases previously rejected, 8 will be re-
interviewed; another 40 cases are under review including some
that are so far out that they are not likely to pass; finally, an
expected 25 additional cases would complete this category. Ms.
Thompson stated that, of the commandos dropped in Laos, most were
captured and detained as POWs before release in 1976~77. There
is no evidence that this group was singled out for persecution
and this is the defining criterion for the FPP program. Ms.
Thompson added that if any of these cases could demonstrate that
they or their family members were in any way persecuted, then
they and their family members may qualify for interview. Mrs.
Khuc Minh Tho supported the merit of these cases and added that
of the 10,000 who originally participated in the operation, only
a few dozen are seeking this category.

5. Lt, Col, Tran VYan Man’s case: Lt. Col. Tran Van Man was onhe
of the 100 longest-held prisoners in re-education camps, but ODP
has rejected his case based on doubts as to his release
documentation. Ms. Thompson stated that INS is reviewing the
case based on documentation submitted by the Association and a
favorable decisjon is likely.

6. The case of General Le Van Hung’s daughter: Mr. Nguyen Ngoc
Bich, of NCVA, made a special plea on behalf of General Le Van
Hung’s daughter in view of the General’s sacrifice (he was the
hero of An Loc, dubbed the Stalingrad of the Vietnam War and he
committed suicide rather than surrender his regiment in April
1975, the day South Vietnam fell. Every year on April 30th the
Vietnamese communities around the world have a ceremony on his
behalf, as he is hailed as a "Vietnam Hero"). Mrs. Xhuc Minh Tho
stated that the Association is prepared to assist with this case
as needed. Ms. Thompson asked that documentation regarding the
daughter’s case be submitted, especiamlly showing evidence that
she had been persecuted or discriminated against.



7.

- Page 3 -

Ms. Thompson gave

assurances that there is no problem with admission numbers as far
as the remaining caseload of FPPs is concerned. The date of
September 30, 1995 was only a target date. INS now realizes that
this date was unrealistic and it is expected that interviewing
will continue until December of this year and maybe until March
of 1996,

OTHER IOGBUES:

Release Order: For FPPs who lost their original release
certificate, ODP prefers that the reissued certificate come
from the Ministry of Interior rather than from local
authorities. Nevertheless, INS realizes that it is
difficult for some FPPs to get a reissued certificate from
the Interior Ministry due to the remote location of some of
the provinces, therefore the INS will be flexible in this
matter. INS is concerned about the level of fraud evident
in the issuance of false release documentation due to graft
and corruption. Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho suggested that for those
FPPs who lost their original certificates, it would be
helpful if fellow prisoners prepared statements attesting to
the true identity of the FPP.

New INS policy for family members of deceased re-eds:

Ms. Thompson indicated that she is unfamiliar with this
{they have to be re-interviewed to determine if they still
qualify, according to the refugee processing of ODP). She
promised to look into this matter and will give an answer at
a later date.

In this connection, the Association was shocked to
learn that recently there were 571 no-shows out of 703
cases proposed for interview. Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho felt
that something is wrong with these figures. Ms. Jones
stated that the high level of no-shows may be a result
of ODP proposing for interview long-held former
prisoners. ODP called these FPPs for interview but
they did not have exit permits. Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho
pointed out that these FPPs did not show up because
they did not know they were scheduled for an interview.
Ms. Khuc Minh Tho was under the impression that, after
two months from the date of the scheduled interview,
ODP would terminate their application. Ms. Jones said
that ODP will send a notice to these FPPs and the FPPs
should correspond with ODP within two months of the
notice that they are applying for their exit permits.
Ms. Jones said that ODP will keep their application



open if this correspondence is received within two
months.
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Eousehold Registration Cards (Ho Khau): The Association
asked for flexibility on the part of ODP when the officers
are reviewing the household registration cards. Sometimes
the registration card does not have the name of principal
applicants or individual family members because families
were broken up while the FPPs were in camps or the local
authorities did not allow the FPP or family members to
register. Also, Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho pointed out that some
local authorities changed the form of registration so that
members of the same family may have different types of
registration forms. MNs. Thompson made note of this request.
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HOI GIA-DINH TU NHAN CHINH-TR] VIET-NAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.0. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA 22205-063$
Telephone: (703) $60-0058 * Fax: (703) 204-0394

August 10, 1995

Mr. Daniel Solis
District Director, INS
U.S. Embassy - Box 12
APO.AP.96546
Rat
IV:

Tran Van Nan
68651, HO-41-1005

Dear Mr. Solis:

On behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political
Prisoners Association we are writing to ask your
expeditious intervention and assistance with the case
of Mr. Tran Van Man (IV-68851, HO-41-1005).

Mr. Tran Van Man was imprisoned in the reeducation
camps of Vietnam for 17 years until his release in

As you are aware, Lt. Col. Tran was one of the
longest-held prisoners who, as a group of 100, were the
focus of high level negotiations between the ODP
delegations of the governments of the United States and
the Socialist Republic of. Vietnam. After the release
of these prisoners in 1992, ODP obtained an agreement
from the Vietnamese government to expedite the
processing of the longest-held prisoners ahead of
others on the HO lists.

Our assoclation was distressed to learn that Tran Van
Man was rejected by ODP in an interview on April 25,
1995, apparently due to doubt about the validity of his
release certificate. We find this action hard to
comprehend. Enclosed are copies of correspondence sent
to the Department of State and Amnesty International
during 1992 when the release of the 100 longest-held
prisoners was a pressing and urgent issue. You will
notice that the name, Tran Van Man, was consistently
included in this correspondence.



Mr. Daniel Solis
August 10, 1995
Page Two

In further support of the validity of Tran Van Man’s
status as one of the longest-held detainees, we have
attached a list of the names of former prisoners of the
group of the 100 longest-held detainees who can
personally attest to his prisoner status. All of these
former political prisoners are prepared to attest to
the identity of Tran Van Man, if necessary.

We implore you to look into the status of this case.
Tran Van Man suffered for 17 years and he should be
afforded the same expeditious processing that ODP gave
the other 100 longest-held reeducation camp prisoners.

Again, we sincerely thank you for your efforts and your
continued support of our endeavors focused on the
humanitarian issues faced by many of the families And
loved ones of the former political prisoners.

Bincerely,

Y Khuc MHinh Tho

President

KMT/1rd
Attachment



ATTACHMENT

Do Ke Giai, Former General
11621 Dennis Road #1081
Dallas, Texas 75229

Tel: (214) 406-1929

Pham Ngoc Sang, Former General
12672 9th Street

carden Grove, California 92640
Tel: (714) 638-9586

Nguyen Van Cua, Former Colonel
2729 Desoto Avenue

Costa Mesa, California 92626
Tel: (714) 546-6436

Bui Quan Khuong, Former Colonel
4 South Van Dorn Street, #T-305
Alexandria, Vvirginia 22304
Tel: (703) 461-9530

Hoang Lam, Former Lt. Colonel
202 E. Hellman Avenue

Monterey Park, California 91755
Tel: (818) 573-9112

Huynh Kim Hieu, Former Lt. Colonel
3308 Edgewood Drive #1032

Garland, Texas 75042

Tel: (214) 494-5148

e Thoi Nguon, Former Major
3300 Edgewood Drive #1001
Garland, Texas 75042
Tel: (214) 487-8514

Nguyen Cong Hau, Former Major
10111 Bissonnet #254

Houston, Texas 77036

Tel: (713) 272-0085

Le Kim ‘Nhan, Former Major
11604 E. 37th Street
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74146
Tel: (918) 665-6907



HOI GIA-DINH TU NHAN CHINH-TR] VIET-NAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.0. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA. 22205-0635
Telephone: (703) 560-0058 * Fax: (703) 204-0394

w6l Ddng Quin T
Board of Directors

KHUC MINH TIVO

NGUYEN QUiNIE GLAD

NGUYEN VAN Gt

NeLYEN XUAN LaX August 10, 1995
TRUGNG TH| LANG ANH

TRAN KIM DUNG

NGUYEN TH] KHEN

Ms. Martha Sardinas

Director, ODP
U.S. Embassy

8an Chip Hinh T\,
Executive Board

XiNIC MINH THO Box 58
NGJ;:__':;U“HGM APO AP 96546 Re: Tran Van Man
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NGUYIN VAN GIOC

Sceretary General
TRUONG THILANGANII Dear Ms. Sardinas:

Trcaswrer

NOUMENTHIXYE  on behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political
Prisoners Assocjiation we are writing to ask your

€6 van boan expeditious intervention and assistance with the case

Advisory Committee of Mr. Tran Van Man (IV-68851, HO-41-100S).

2&ﬁ§::ﬁ;uw Mr. Tran Van Man was imprisoned in the reeducation

TRAN KiM DUNG camps of Vietnam for 17 years until his release in
1992. As you are aware, Lt. Col. Tran was one of the
longest-held prisoners who, as a group of 100, were the
focus of high level negotiations between the ODP
delegations of the governments of the United States and
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. After the release
of these prisoners in 1992, ODP obtained an agreement
from the Vietnamese government to expedite the
processing of the longest~held prisoners ahead of
others on the HO lists.

Our association was distressed to learn that Tran Van
Man was rejected by ODP in an interview on April 25,
1995, apparently due to doubt about the validity of his
release certificate. We find this action hard to
comprehend. Enclosed are copies of correspondence sent
to the Department of State and Amnesty International
during 1992 when the release of the 100 longest-held
prisoners was a pressing and urgent issue. You will
notice that the name, Tran Van Man, was consistently
included in this correspondence.



Ms. Martha Sardinas
August 10, 1995
Page Two

In further support of the validity of Tran Van Man'’s
status as one of the longest-held detainees, we have
attached a list of the names of former prisoners of the
group of the 100 longest-held detainees who can
personally attest to his prisoner status. All of these
former political prisoners are prepared to attest to
the identity of Tran Van Man, if necessary.

We implore you to look into the status of this case.
Tran Van Man suffered for 17 years and he should be
afforded the same expeditious processing that ODP gave
the other 100 longest-held reeducation camp prisoners.

Again, we sincerely thank you for your efforts and your
continued support of our endeavors focused on the
hupanitarian issues faced by many of the families and
loved ones of the former political prisoners.

B8incerely,

8.) Khuc Minh Tho
President

KXT/1rd
Attachment
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HOI GIA-DPINH TU NHAN CHINH-TRI VIET-NAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA. 22205-0635
Telephone: (703) 560-0058 * Fax: (703) 204-0394

February 20, 1993

The Honorable Kenneth Quinn
Deputy Assistant Secretary
Bureau of East Asian

and Pacific Affairs
Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Quinn:

It is a great pleasure for us to share with
you the good news that Mr. Nquyen Khac Chinh was
recently released on Dec. 27th, 1992 following
your successful intervention with the Vietnamese
government and that he is arriving in the U.S.
some time this month. We wish to express our deep
gratitude for your support for his case and wish
to solicit your assistance again for other longest
held prisoners and especially the last 100 former
prisoners released between September 1991 and May
1992,

In light of the extraordinary hardship suf-
fered by these prisoners and their long separation
from family members both in Vietnam and here in
the U.S., we ask that ODP give expedited process-
ing to this group. Many of these 100 have not yet
been interviewed and those that have must still
wait many months for processing formalities that
we believe should be shortened when possible. As
we are organizing a special freedom and reunion
celebration on Capitol Hill by July of this year,
we hope to have all the 100 longest-held prisoners
here with us for that important event.

The FVPPA was happy to learn recently that
the Government of Vietnam has agreed to provide to
ODP all of the HO lists. The receipt of all of
these lists will enable ODP to prioritize the HO
interview schedule according to length of



detention. We believe that this is the fairest way to schedule

interviews for the larger group of ODP-eligible former political
prisoners.

We wish to thank you and the U.S5. Government for the persis-
tent efforts to secure the release of the 1975-era former politi-
cal prisoners. The hard efforts of many officials in the U.S.

Government made possible the release of all the 1975-era politi-
cal prisoners.

We look forward both to the celebration this summer and to

the new challenges that will be presented by evolving relations
with Vietnam.

Sincerely,

5.) Khuc Minh Tho

President



LIST OF FORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS RELEASED FROM
SEPTEMBER 1991 TO MAY 1992 WHO NEED TO BE INTERVIEWED BY ODP###

- o

XIS TR SRS SZ SR SRS SETE SRS SRS SRS IS SIS SRS RS R SRS L L R L R

NAME : IV # - : HO LIST#: RD LIST#: REMARKS
Om—————- O ——m ==t mmmmrmm—— e Oms———m— e O—e—m—m——— R T ettt
: 1 Pham Duy Tat : 264361 : 39 : 7 :
2 : Bui Hop + 86098 : . 38 : 7 :
3 Nguyen Van Tan v 264702 7 :
4 Nguyen Xuan Loc : 116488 : 7 :
5 Trinh Bao Chuong : 25355 : : 7 :
6 Do Ke Giai : 505151 : 40 . 7 :
7 Nguyen Tu Thai : 201522 ' : 7
: 8 Nguyen Huu Hai : 51494 | : 40 :
: 9 Tran Quang Luu : 48980 : 39 : 7
: 10 ¢ Huynh Kim Hieu : 129394 : 40 : 7
11 : Truong Duy Tail : 116639 38| : 7
12 : Nguyen Tham : 280379 : 37 : 7
13 : Tran NGoc Diem : t 39 :
14 : Ho Duc Sung ' 47209 ¢ 39 :
15 : Nguyen Dat Phong : 1 40 :
16 : Le Van Loi : : 39 :
17 : Nguyen The Hung : 122478 : 39 : 7
18 : Vo Thanh Tong : 54899 39 : 7
19 : Luong Khac Phap : 122329 ¢ 39 :
20 : Duong Van Vui : 316578 : 39 t 7
21 : Le Kim Nhan : 260575 : 39 : 7
22 : Phan Huu Nghi : 276400 : 39 : 7 :
: 23 : Luong Trong Lat : 205009 = 40 : 7
: 24 : Phan QUang Nghiep : 260599 : 39 H 7
::25 : Le Huu Minh : 44653 ¢ 39 : 7
: 26 + DANG Vinh Mai : : 39
27 : HO Viet Tong : 68338 : 39 1 :
28 : Huynh Thanh Nhon : 66474 : 39 3 7
29 : Le Thanh Phuoc : 253959 : 20 :
30 :+ Dang Van Nghiem : 272341 ¢ 39 : 7
31 : Pham Gia Dai : 216276 ¢ 40 :
32 :+ Tran Van Suu : 81350 : 39 :
: 33 : Buu Uy : 317047 : :
: 34 : Dao Thanh Phong : 276903 : 39 : 7 :
: 35 : Nguyen Huu Sao : 75529 : : :
af: 36 : Tran Van Man : 68851 : :
: 37 : Héuien Puc Tﬁang : 89010 : : 7 :
: 38 : Cao Nguyen Khoa : 44078 : 39 : 7 :
39 : Vinh Bieu : 30000 : : 7 :
: 40 : Lam Minh Chanh : 253961 : : 7 :
: 41 : Tsan Soi Fo : 030723 : :
42 : Truong Vinh Thuy : 221893 : :

- . 4 :
H

##% NOTES:

Qut of the last 100 political prisoners still stranded 1in
Vietnam we have so far received only the above mentioned

names. Of the remaining.former prisoners, some have already
left VN., others have not yet communicated their bio-data .

to us. This list will be updated as wve receive more information.

-
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HOI GIA-DINH TU NHAN CHINH-TRI VIET-NAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA. 22205-0635
Telephone: (703) 560-0058 * Fax: (703) 204-0394

May 11, 1992

The Honorable Kenneth Quinn

Deputy Assistant Secretary

Bureau for East Asian and Pacific
Affairs

Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Quinn:

on behalf of the Families of Vietnamese Political
Prisoners Assoclation we would 1like to take this
opportunity to express our delight and grateful
appreciation to the efforts of the many people on your
staff, especially Frank Light, Country Officer for
Vietnam, for being instrumental in securing the release
of four (4) additional political prisoners detained in
the re-education camps.

We were extremely happy and joyous at receiving the news
that 4 generals had been released on May 4, 1992; which
leaves only 3 remaining political prisoners. It is our
hope that the remaining political prisoners will also be
released in the very near future.

Again, we thank you for your continued support and
efforts and strongly urge you to continue pressuring the
authorities in Vietnam to expedite the release of the
remaining political prisoners. In addition, please
convey to Mr. Frank Light our fondest appreciation for
his undying commitment and efforts in support of our
loved ones.

8incerely,

—(Mrs.) Khuc Minh Tho
President

KNT/1lrc-d



United States Department of State

% f Fashingion, D.C. 20520
' April 8, 1992

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho

President

Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association
P.0O. Box 5435

Arlington, VA 22205-0635

Dear Mrs. Tho:

Thank you for your letter of February 18 about political
prisoners in Vietnamese re-education camps. The information
and insights you continue to share with us have been of
invaluable assistance as we work to encourage Vietnam to
release all political prisoners, with a special emphasis on
those detained since 1975.

As you know from your discussions with the Vietnam desk
officer, Assistant Secretary Solomon again conveyed our strong
interest in this matter during his March meetings in Hanoi.
After restating their government's view that this was an
internal matter, the Vietnamese repeated their assurances that
all 1975-era detainees would soon be released.

We intend to give top priority for interviews to those
eligible detainees released since September, and we have urged
Vietnam to do the same.

I hope that we soon hear more good news. We should keep in
touch. ’

Sincerely,

L/ 74’/_____;

Kenneth™"Quinn
Deputy Assistant Secretary
Bureau of East Asian

and Pacific Affairs
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Telephone: (703) 560-0058 * Fax: (703) 204-0394

March 12, 199%2

Mr. John Kellock

Asia and the Pacific Research
Department

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

International Secretariat

1 Easton Street, London WC1X, 8DJ,

United Kingdom

Dear Mr. Kellock:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
February 25, 1992 in which you were trying to ascertain
the status of approximately 80 prisoners on whom you had
received unconf irmed reports regarding their release from
Ham Tan. I have attached a 1list of the Vietnamese
Political Prisoners recently released on January 15,

February 10 and February 11, 1992, which is a total of 80
prisoners. on behalf of the Families of Vietnamese
Political Prisoners Association we would implore your
assistance in strongly encouraging the Vietnamese
government to allow them to leave, if they so desire.

In addition, I am enclosing a 1list of Vietnamese
Political Prisoners who are still in re-education camps.
Again, we would like to solicit your support and that of
the Amnesty International and International Red Cross to
urge the Vietnamese government to release the remaining
prisoners, as they had injitially promised. They had
promised that "all prisoners" would be released during
February/March 1992,

Please extend our best regards to Rolando Modina as we
have thoroughly enjoyed working with him. I hope this
information being provided will be of assistance to you.
Should you have any guestions and/or concerns, please
feel free to contact me.

sincerely,

.) Khuc Minh Tho
President
Bnclosures
KMT/lrc-d



HOI GIA-DINH TU NHAN CHINH-TRI VIET-NAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA. 22205-0635
Telephane: (703) 560-0058 * Fax: (703) 204-0394

HAl DONg Quan Tr|

Board of Directors March 6. 1992

mmigmﬂnm

I NP LIST OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS
:ggﬁ;ﬁ:ru“ WHO ARE STILL IN THE RE-EDUCATION CAMPS SINCE 1975

TRUGNG TH] LANG ANH
TRAN KIM DUNG

NGUYEN TH{ KHEN - GENERAL:
7
Ban Chap Hinh T.U. A e
Executive Board éj’ E° Elen(r;lla{)l"
- Le Mi ao

KHIUC MINH THO 3/- Le Van Than

President 4/~ Tran Ba Di e vnnrernsnanecensnns 4
NGUYEN QUYNH GIA0

Vice President
NGUYEN VAN GiOl - COLONEL:

Scorctary General
'mﬁmcnﬂuwomm 1/- Nguyen Van Han

reqrurer 2/- Nguyén Van Sao
. NGUYEN THI KHEN 3/- Trinsh Bao ChUdng .....covesrveoss 3

[wputy Treasurer

€6 van boan ~ Lt. COLONEL:
Advisory Committee

1/- Huynh Klm Hleu

:gllwlf::::rew 2/- Huynh Van Klen
TRAN KiM DUNG 3/- NSUYGE Hdu Hai

4/~ Nguyen Pat Phong
‘*, 5/— Tran Vén Man
rTANn Van XO0AM. . .ci oo oosancesasen 6

- MAJOR:

]
1/- Phan Tan NguUu . ..oeerenrnnannenns 1

- 2nd. LIEUTENANT:

1/~ Huynh Di Minh ... iinenarannns 1
(Ham Tan Camp, Z. 30D)
- SERGENT:
1/- Nguyen Van Hi€n vovvvvennannanens 1

(Ham Tan Camp Z. 30D)

2/.



LIST OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS
WHO ARE STILL IN THE RE_EDUCATION CAMPS _SINCE 1975

Page 1l.... 16
LAWYER:
L v !
1/- Nguyen Khac Chimh ..........ceenn 1
INTELLIGENCE OFFICER:
(-9
l/- Bﬁu l’.ly_ f J
2/- Nguyen Bdc Thang ......cc...vnen 2
~ ’
HOI CHANH: (Defector):
T - A
1/- Vo Van Mien .....cocveneiannnnn 1
U.S. EMPLOYEE:
< -
1/- Nguyen Thanh Hoa ............. 1
INTERPRETER:
L
1/- Hoang Hiéu
2/- Pham Gia Bai......eovevnvennnny 2
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P.O. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA. 22205-0635
Telephone: (703) 560-0058 * Fax: (703) 204-0394

March 6, 1992

LIST OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS RELEASED

ON FEBRUARY 10, 1992

- COLONEL:

1/- Bui Quan Ktﬁéng

2/~ Cao Van Uy

3/- Nguyen Xuan Loc

4/- Nguyen Kim Tay

5/- Pham Duy Khang

6/- Pham Van PRHO .o v crvnenneneans
- Lt, COLONEL:

= ’

1/- Ho Bdc Sung

2/~ Le Van Ldi

3/~ Nguyen v&n Hung

4/~ Than Trong

5/- Tran van Dau .

6/- Trin Ngoc Diém ............u.nn
- MAJOR

1/- Dang vin Ngoc

2/~ Dao Thanh Phong
3/- Dugdng Van Vui

4/- Ho_Vap Con,

5/- HO Viet Tong X
6/- Huynh Minh Chieu
7/- Huynh Lam Dién
8/- Huynh Thanh Nhén
9/- Le H@u Minh

10/- Le_Kim Nhan

11/- Ld Kim Ba’

12/- Lidng Trong Lat
13/- Ludng Khac Phap
14/- Nguyep Cong H&u
15/~ Nguyépn Copg Quan
16/- Nguyenbﬂdu Tran
17/~ Pham Tan Ngoc
18/~ Phan Quang Nghlep
19/~ Phan Ky Niém

20/~ Tran Xuan_ Nddng
21/- Trddng Vinh ThUy +eeevevecnornnns



LIST OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS

- LIEUTENANT:

1/~ Lé Huy Quygh

ON_FEBRUARY 10, 1982

-

- INTELLIGENCE OFFICER:

1/- Bui anng Nghla
2/- Nguyen Ngoc Tan

3/- Tr3n Quang Luu

- INTERPRETER:

- - [
1/- Tran Van Sdu

RELEASED ON

Page ...

-------------------

--------------------

FEBRUARY 11, 1992

- GENERAL:

1/~ Mach
2/- Pham
3/~ Pham
4/- Tran

van Tridng

Ngoc ﬁang
Duy Tat
Quang Khoi

--------------------

Subtotal...

33
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FEB 0 3 1992

LIST OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS

RELEASED ON JANUARY 15, 1991- -
(from 1975 to

- COLONEL :

1/- Le Dlph Luan .
2/- Nguyen van Cua

3/~ Vinh Bac ............................ 3
— LIEUTENANT COLONEL:
N
1/- Tran ¥in Tien
2/- Trddng Duy Tai ..covvvnmonennennens 2
- MAJOR :
1/- Déng Vlnh Mai
2/- Poan Ba Loc
3/- Hu\nh Ngoc Thinh
4f- Lam Minh Sén —
5/- L& Cdng Hoan
6/- Le Th61 Nguyen
7/- L& Hay Tong A
8/- Nguyen van Dot
9/- Nguyen The Hung
10/- Nguyén Iam
11/- Phag Huu Nghi ,
12/- Tran, Chanh Tr1
13/- Tsan Sung Pho
14/- Vo Thanh Tong ... veennrrennncnens 14
~ INTELLIGENCE OFFICER:
1/- Chau Van Sy
2/- Chau Van Ty
3/- L& Anh Klet
4f/- Hoang Lam
S/~ Huynh Tudng Sanh
6/- Nguyen Van Chiong
7/- Nguyen VaQ_Hal
8/- Nguyen Thanh Long ... ceuvevnnenncns 8
27



LIST OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS
RELEASED ON JANUARY 15, 1992

From page 1:..27
- POLITICIAN:
1/- Nguyen Pinh Huy
2/— VO TIBNR  ouvvvveruinnasnrsannnsssones 2
- CAPTAIN:
1/- Bdng Vgg Nghigh
2/- Dudng Duc Hi%n
3/~ L€ Van Quang .
4/- Nguyen Thanh Nguyen
5/- Pham Bde Hoang .
6/- Tran Quang Triudng
7/- Vu Van Nhat
8/- Thudng (First name) .........eev-eens 8
- LIEUTENANT:
1/~ LB VAR QUYBN .oviirevnanreennnensinns 1
TOTAL: . .o cvaans 38

February 3, 1992
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MINUTES OF MEETING WITH
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALISATION BERVICE
CONCERNING PORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS PROGRAX
Wednesday, August 30, 1995

on August 30, 1995 at 4;00 p.m., the Families of the Vietnanese
political Prisoners Association (FVPPA, hereafter referred to as
the Assoclation) met with Ms. Kathleen Thompson and Ms. Janelle
Jones of the office of International Affairs of the Immigration
and Nationalization gservice (INS) in washington, D.C.

Ms. Khuc Minh Tho of the Associatjon was accompanied by Mr.
Nguyen Ngoc Bich, Executive President of the National Congress of
vietnanese in America (NCVA), Mr. Le Van Ba, Chairman, washington
Metropolitan Area League of Vietnamese Associations, and Attorney
Thai Quy Toan, Advisor to the Association.

The participants discussed the following issues and agreed upon
the following understanding:

1. e child ' and oDP denied
derivative status drawn from the FPP father’s case to many

unparr ied sons/daughters who were over 21 years of age. The
state Department announced in December 1994 that over-21
unmarried sons/daughters would no longer be eligible for
{nclusion in the father’s case. {few of this polic

After a rev
change, INS agreed to allow over-21"s to be included based on
compelling human an c[r%%!sfances. INS nade this Eglicg
msag;IcaEIon in Kgrf! of ¢ year, many € ren had been
summarily exclu ed prior to Februag;s 1995. The Assocjiation
u\aske that th denied before rebruar

Wwﬂﬂm
an s. ompson agreed to as ODP in Bangkok to reconsider these
cases.-

’

2.
Ms. Jones gtated that

there is nothing INS can do about these cases since ODP policy
has been that the application must be initiated and signed either
by the FPP or his wife. The Association mentioned the case of
Nguyen Phat Khoi (IV-116-466) as an exception based on compelling
huranitarian concern since the father and mother both occupied
high positions in the former government of South Vietnam and were
closely assocliated with the supporting policy of the United
states government. Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho stated that she would
sponsor the orphan children of this case. Ms. Thompson and

Ms. Jones agreed to review the case on that basis.
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INUTES OF MEETING WITH
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

CONCERNING FORMER POLITICAIL PRIBSONERB PROGRAM
Wednesday, August 30, 1995

On August 30, 1995 at 4:00 p.m., the Families of the Vietnamese
Political Prisoners Association (FVPPA, hereafter referred to as
the Association) met with Ms. Kathleen Thompson and Ms. Janelle
Jones of the Office of International Affairs of the Immigration
and Nationalization Service (INS) in Washington, D.cC.

Ms. Khuc Minh Tho of the Association was accompanied by Mr.
Nguyen Ngoc Bich, Executive President of the National Congress of
Vietnamese in America (NCVA), Mr. Le Van Ba, Chairman, Washington
Metropolitan Area League of Vietnamese Associations, and Attorney
Thai Quy Toan, Advisor to the Association.

The participants discussed the following issues and agreed upon
the following understanding:

1, Bingle children of FPP’s 21 years and older: ODP denied
derivative status drawn from the FPP father’s case to many
unmarried sons/daughters who were over 21 Years of age. The
State Department announced in December 1994 that over-21
unmarried sons/daughters would no longer be eligible for
inclusion in the father’s case. After a review of this policy
change, INS agreed to allow over-21’s to be included based on
compelling humanitarian circumstances. INS made this policy
modification in April of this year, but many children had been
summarily excluded prior to February, 1995. The Association
asked that the cases denied before February, 1995, be reviewed
and Ms. Thompson agreed to ask ODP in Bangkok to reconsider these
cases., -

2. a M e PP’'S w W e in re-education cam
and whose wives als asse wa now classified
whereabouts unkno esumab ad: Ms. Jones stated that

there is nothing INS can do about these cases since ODP policy
has been that the application must be initiated and signed either
by the FPP or his wife. The Association mentioned the case of
Nguyen Phat Khoi (IV-116-466) as an exception based on compelling
humanitarian concern since the father and mother both occupied
high positions in the former government of South Vietnam and were
closely associated with the supporting policy of the United
States government. Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho stated that she would
sponsor the orphan children of this case. Ms. Thompson and

Ms. Jones agreed to review the case on that basis.



NINUTES OF MEETING WITH
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION BERVICE
CONCERNING FORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS PROGRAM
Wednesday, August 30, 1995

on August 30, 1995 at 4:00 p.m., the Families of the Vietnanese
Political Prisoners Association (FVPPA, hereafter referred to as
the Association) met with Ms. Kathleen Thompson and Ms. Janelle
Jones of the Office of International Affairs of the Immigration
and Nationalization Service (INS) in washington, D.C.

Ms. Khuc Minh Tho of the Association was accompanied by Mr.
Nguyen Ngoc Bich, Executive President of the National Congress of
vietnamese in America (NCVA), Mr. Le van Ba, Chairman, Washington
Metropolitan Area League of Vietnamese Associations, and Attorney
Thai Quy Toan, Advisor to the Association.

The participants discussed the following issues and agreed upon
the following understanding:

1, gingle children of FPP's 21 years apd oldery ODP denied
derivative status drawn from the FFP father’s case to many
unmarried sons/daughters who were over 21 years of age. The
State Department announced in December 1994 that over-21
unmarried sons/daughters would no longer be eligible for
inclusion in the father’s case. After a review of this policy
change, INS agreed to allow over-21's to be included based on
compelling humanitarian circumstances. INS made this policy
modification in April of this year, but many children had been
summarily excluded prior to February, 1995. The Association
asked that the cases denied before February, 1995, be reviewed

and Ms. Thompson agreed to ask ODP in Bangkok to reconsider these
cases.

2. L] s W 4 -ad
HMMMMMM
W_MM Ms. Jones stated that
there is nothing INS can do about these cases since ODP policy
has been that the application must be initiated and signed either
by the FPP or his wife. The Assoclation mentioned the case of
Nguyen Phat Khoi (IV-116-466) as an exception based on compelling
hupanitarian concern since the father and mother both occupled
high positions in the former government of South Vietnam and were
closely associated with the supporting policy of the United
States government., Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho stated that she would
sponsor the orphan children of this case. Ms. Thompson and

Ms. Jones agreed to review the case on that basis.



- Page 2 -

3. Family members of FPPs who died after release as & result of
detentjoni Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho pleaded for these cases as she

said she could personally sympathize with them. Many FPPs got
very sick after their release due to the hardships encountered in
re-education (hard work, torture, etc.). Unfortunately, they
died a few weeks/months prior to their departure. Mrs. Jones
stated that nothing could be done. Mrs. Thompson added that INS
would review such cases, if there is evidence that the FPP who
died after release nevertheless died due to the conditions of his
detention.

4 vietnames OWa dro omman orth Viet
the 19607s) and in Laos {especially during the 1971 Lam Bobd 719

operation}. Mrs. Thompson stated that INS’s latest review of
these cases gave the following breakdown: 12 cases ready for
{nterview; of 9 cases previously rejected, 8 will be re-
interviewed; another 40 cases are under review including some
that are so far out that they are not likxely to pass; finally, an
expected 25 additional cases would complete this category. Ms.
Thompson stated that, of the commandos dropped in Laos, nost were
captured and detained as POWs before release in 1976-77. There
is no evidence that this group was singled out for persecution
and this is the defining criterion for the FPP program. Ms.
Thompson added that if any of these cases could demonstrate that
they or their family members were in any way persecuted, then
they and their family members may qualify for interview. Mrs.
Khuc Minh Tho supported the merit of these cases and added that
of the 10,000 who originally participated in the operation, only
a few dozen are seeking this category.

S. Lt. Col. Tran Van Man'’s case; Lt. Col. Tran Van Man was one
of the 100 longest-held prisoners in re-education camps, but ODP

| has rejected his case based on doubts as to his release

documentation. Ms. Thompson stated that INS is reviewing the
case based on documentation submitted by the Assoclation and a
favorable decision is likely.

6. The case of General Le Van Hung'’s 4daughter; Mr. Nguyen Ngoc
Bich, of NCVA, made a special plea on behalf of General Le Van
Hung‘s daughter in view of the General’'s sacrifice (he was the
hero of An Loc, dubbed the stalingrad of the Vietnam War and he
committed suicide rather than surrender his regiment in April
1975, the day South vietnam fell. Every year on April 30th the
Vietnamese communities around the world have a ceremony on his
behalf, as he is hailed as a nyi{etnam Hero"). Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho
stated that the Association is prepared to assist with this case
as needed. Ms. Thompson asked that documentation regarding the
daughter’s case be submitted, especially showing evidence that
she had been persecuted or discriminated against.



- Page 3 -

7. Deadline of Beptember 30, 19953 Ms. Thompson gave
assurances that there is no problem with admission numbers as far
as the remaining caseload of FPPs is concerned. The date of
September 30, 1995 was only a target date., INS now realizes that
this date was unrealistic and it is expected that interviewing

will continue until December of this year and maybe until March
of 1996.

OTHER ISBUES3

. Release Order: For FPPs who lost their original release
certificate, ODP prefers that the reissued certificate come
from the Ministry of Interior rather than from local
authorities. Nevertheless, INS realizes that it is
difficult for some FPPs to get a reissued certificate from
the Interior Ministry due to the remote location of some of
the provinces, therefore the INS will be flexible in this
matter. INS is concerned about the level of fraud evident
in the issuance of false release documentation due to graft
and corruption. Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho suggested that for those
FPPs who lost their original certificates, it would be
helpful if fellow prisoners prepared statements attesting to
the true identity of the FPP.

. New INS policy for family members of deceased re-eodst
Ms. Thompson indicated that she is unfamiliar with this
(they have to be re-interviewed to determine if they still
qualify, according to the refugee processing of ODP). She
promised to look into this matter and will give an answer at
a later date.

In this connection, the Association was shocked .to
learn that recently there were 571 no-shows out of 703
cases proposed for interview. Mrs. ¥huc Minh Tho felt
that something is wrong with these figures. Ms. Jones
stated that the high level of no-shows may be a result
of ODP proposing for interview long-held former
prisoners. ODP called these FPPs for interview but
they did not have exit permits. Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho
pointed out that these FPPs did not show up because
they did not know they were scheduled for an interview.
Ms. Khuc Minh Tho was under the impression that, after
two months from the date of the scheduled interview,
ODP would terminate their application. Ms. Jones said
that ODP will send a notice to these FPPs and the FPPs
should correspond with ODP within two months of the
notice that they are applying for their exit permits.
Ms. Jones said that ODP will keep their application



open if this correspondence is received within two
months.

- Page 4 -

Household Registration Cards (Ho Khau): The Association
asked for flexibility on the part of ODP when the officers
are reviewing the household registration cards. Sometimes
the registration card does not have the name of principal
applicants or individual family members because families
were broken up while the FPPs were in camps or the local
authorities did not allow the FPP or family members to
register. Also, Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho pointed out that some
local authorities changed the form of registration so that
members of the same family may have different types of
registration forms. Ms. Thompson made note of this request.



Embassy of the United Siates of America

August 15, 1995

Bangkok, Thailand

Ms. Khuc Minh Tho

President

Families Of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association
P.O.Box 5435

Arlington, VA 22205-0635

Dear Ms. Khuc:

Thank you for your letter of June 30, 1995 received by
this office on August 4, 1995. You wrote conerning the
refugee applications of Do Thi Thai and her children (ODP file
IV=-339699/H33-447). .

The referenced applicants were interviewed by a U.S.
immigration officer in Ho chi Minh city on June 6, 1995. They
were scheduled for their interview due to our error. In fact,
the policy that precludes the over twenty-one year old
children of refugee applicants from being scheduled for
interview had already been announced when we scheduled these
applicants for an interview. The last interview trip to
include over twenty-one year old derivative refugee applicants
ended on April 17, 1995. After that date, no over twenty-one
year old derivative refugee applicants have been scheduled,
with the exception of cases involving a ®“last remaining family
member"®. Since Hua Thi Mong Hoa and Hua Thi Thao Trang are
both over twenty-one years old, neither of them can be gliven
special consideration as the last remaining family member.

For this reason, their refugee applications were denied when
they appeared at the interview with their mother.

Under U.S. immigration law, refugee applicants who are
also eligible for immedjate relative immigrant status must
enter the U.S. as immigrants, rather than as refugees. This
does not preclude the principal applicant’s children who are
under twenty-one years old from being considered for refugee
status. Since Do Thi Thai’s daughter, Hua Thi Thu Thanh has
been in the U.S. for a number of years and may now be a U.S.
citizen, we have requested verificatjon of her immigration
status from the Immigration and Naturalizatjon Service (INS).
In the meantime, if she is now a U.S. citizen, she should file
an immedjiate relative immigrant visa petition with INS on
behalf of her mother. Once we receive an approved immigrant
visa petition on behalf of Do Thi Thai, or confirmation from
INS that Hua Thi Thu Thanh is not yet a U.S. citizen, we will
continue processing bo Thi Thai’s and her minor son’s
applications.



I hope this information will be helpful to you.

Sincerely, P
s i
AR AT AT S

Martha Sardinas
Director
Orderly Departure Program

MS/jsj (5320a/30-31)



U.S. Department of Justice

Immigration and Naturalization Service

423 Eye Street MW
Washkington, D.C. 20336

CcO 100/8.3

APR 111935

Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho

Families of Vietnanmese Political
Prisoners Association

P.O. Box 5435

Arlington, Virginia 22205-0635

Dear Mrs. Tho:

Thank you for your February 24 letter reporting on your
meeting in california with resettled former political prisoners and
their family members. I appreciate the ideas you expressed in your

letter and during our earlier meeting.

As promised when we met, I am forwarding to you a copy of the
guidance we sent to Daniel Solis, our district director in Bangkok
regarding humanitarian exceptions for certain adult sons and
daughters of former re-education camp detainees. Mr. Solis has
assured me that all of the immigration officers involved in the
Orderly Departure Progran fully understand that there may be some
compelling cases and that the guidance will be implemented with a
generous spirit.

T understand that Kathleen Thompson of my staff has had
several conversations with you on this jissue and would be pleased
to discuss any thoughts you may have on the gquidance. Thank you
again for sharing your views.

Sincerely,

PhylA.
gr

Diret
International Affairs

Enclosure



Memorandum

sbject  Humanitarian Exceptions for Date
sons and Daughters of Former
Re-Education Camp Detainees

te Daniel Solis rrom International
pistrict Director Affairs
Bangkok, Thailand

I recently met with Mrs. Khuc Minh Tho and other
representatives of the Vietnamese-American community to hear their
concerns about the recent interagency decision regarding
eligibility for interview in the oOrderly Departure Program (ODP) .

As you are well aware, effective February 1, adult sons and
daughters of former re-education canp detainees (re-eds) are no
longer proposed for interview. The policy change recognized that
there may be individual cases in which significant humanitarian
reasons warrant including an adult son or daughter in a re-ed case.
I wish to encourage generosity in considering such requests.

1 appreciate the {nterests that are served by the policy
change--deterring fraud and achieving consistency in refugee
processing prograns. At the same time, I am sympathetic to
Mrs. Tho's arguments that the resettlement of aging former
prisoners might be more successful and self-sufficiency might be
more quickly achieved if their children were to accompany them to
the United States. To balance these two perspectives, I vant to
ensure that all officers interviewing re-ed cases give careful and
sympathetic consideration to requests for humanitarian exception.

Mrs. Tho has been advised that any such requests may be raised
by the principal refugee applicant at the time of the INS
eligibility interview. The merits of the requests, of course, must
pe decided on a case-by-case pasis. We would anticipate that
deserving cases may include, for example, those in which an
unmarried adult son or daughter, if not included, would be the only
remaining family member in Vietnam, cases in which a family member
has a physical or mental disablility that could not receive
appropriate care if the family were to be divided, and other cases
in which unusual hardship would result were an adult son or
daughter left behind.

I understand that when the interviewing officer finds an
individual case has merit, the adult son or daughter can be wadded-
on" to the case with the issuance of a Letter of Introduction (LOI)
to the Vietnamese authorities and that the son or daughter can be
expeditiously invited for interview.



Page 2
paniel Solis

Please Xkeep ne {nformed of your progress under the new
interview eligibility criteria and advise me if additional guidance
is needed on considering requests for humanitarian exception.

Phyllis Coven
Director
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HOI GIA-DINH TU NHAN CHINH-TRI VIET-NAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.0. BOX 5435, ARLINGTON, VA. 22205-0635
Telephone: (703) 560-0058 * Fax: (703) 204-0394

June 13, 1995

Ms. Kathleen Thompson

office of International Affairs
Immigration and Naturalization Service
Department of Justice

111 Massachusetts Avenue

washington, D.C.

Dear Kathleen:

Thank you for your fax of May 17th, which responded to
our letter of May 4, 1995. We have several items of
concern regarding former political prisoners that we
would like to discuss with you, either in a meeting or
by correspondence, as you deem appropriate.

We agree with your assessment that things are going
well with the humanitarian exceptions to the over-21
policy. However, as a result of the abrupt
introduction of the policy, several deserving cases
that should have been approved under the new guidance
you have provided were denied. We feel that those
cases that were summarily denied by ODP before February
1, 1995 should be reconsidered under the policy of
humanitarian exceptions. It is our understanding that
they sent their requests to ODP for a re-interview.
(See Attachment #1).

our association is also interested in knowing the
timetable for interviewing the remaining caseload of
former political prisoners, and whether it is on
schedule for completion by September 30, 1993. If not,
will the deadline for interviews be extended to
accommodate all those prisoners and family members on
HO lists submitted by the government of Vietnam and
those who requested a re-interview because their cases
were initially denied? Will submission numbers be
available throughout FY 1996 for all the approved and
remaining cases?



Ms. Kathleen Thompson

Office of International Affairs
Immigration and Naturalization Service
Department of Justice

June 13, 1995

Page Two

In addition, we are concerned about the eligibility of
the special forces commandoes imprisoned before 1975
who were inserted into MNorth Vietnam and Laos during
the 1960’s at the direction of the United Btates
military assistance forces. You may be aware that
recent disclosures from declassified documents show
that commandoes operated at U.S. direction and that
most were killed. Ambassador Lambertson feels that
those few who have survived, along with their families,
should be considered for resettlement in the United
States. (See Attachment 2A) We strongly endorse this
view. our association have some cases of this nature.
(See Attachment 2B). We believe that these requests
are consistent with Lautenberg legislation governing
the processing of certain refugee groups in Southeast
Asia from the Vietnam War era.

We also have several cases of family members whose
political prisoner father died in the camps and whose
mothers have either died or disappeared. These family
members have deserving cases for resettlement via the
HO program and we want these cases reviewed before the
program ends. We have attached copies of two (2) cases
in particular that were discussed at our meeting on
April 20, 1994 between officials of the Department of
State, Immigration (Janelle Jones) and members of our
association. (See Attachment 3A and 3B). Similarly,
there are cases of family members whose political
prisoner father or husband died after release from the
camp. We would like to have these cases reviewed and

given eligibility where the humanitarian reasons are
compelling.

There is the unique case of the family of General Le
Vvan Hung, an ARVN general and regiment commander, who
committed suicide on April 30, 1975 rather than
surrender to the invading forces of North Vietnam. We
would like to submit to your office or to ODP a full
brief of the special circumstances of this long
suffering family. General Le Van Hung is a Vietnam
hero. We have several documents in Vietnamese

suppoting this case and we will have them translated
and sent to ODP.



Ms. Kathleen Thompson

Office of International Affairs
Immigration and Naturalization Service
Department of Justice

June 13, 1995

Page Three

Finally, there are two troubling issues of missing or
inconsistent documentation for the case files of the
former political prisoners. In cases where the
prisoners have lost their original release certificate,
or other documents there is confusion as to whether INS
will accept a reissued certificate from local
authorities or whether a new certificate must be issued
by the national Ministry of Interior. There have also
been cases where the ODP interviewing officer has
gquestioned the type and completeness of family
registration cards (Ho Khau). The Vietnamese
authorities issue different types of cards to prisoners
or family members who returned in recent years. They
also take away old registration cards every time they
issue new cards. Finally, some of the families of the
prisoners were separated for many years and, as a
result, the family registration card does not include
the name of the principal applicant or children of the
applicant. We believe that ODP interviewing officers
should understand the occasional difficulties
experienced in obtaining this documentation.

Again, we would like to thank you for your extremely
helpful attention to our concerns. We look forward to
hearing from or meeting with you.

8incerely,

8.) Khuc Minh Tho
President

Attachments
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pang Van Mguyen (75 years of age) and his wife

Thach Ngoc Vo (73 yoars of age request that thelr

three single adult children be allowed to Join

them in the U.§. The parents 3re sickly (Mr. Dang

van Nguyen suffers from {ncurable Parkinson's disease)
and they need the care of their children, who are eligble
for the HO subprogram of ODP. The three children were
rejected in an ODP interview March 11, 1994.
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1O GIA-DINII TU NHAN CHINH-TR] VIET-NAM

FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 5415, ARLINGTON, VA. 222050635
Telephone: (703) 560-0058 * Fax: (703) 204.0304

September 20, 1994

Ms. Janelle Jones, Refugee.Officer

Office of International Affairs & Outreach
Immigration & Naturalization Secvice
425 1 Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20536

Dear Ms. Jones:

{ am writing to follow-up on the two cases previously discussed with you at the
April 20, 1994 meeting.

1. Nguyen Phat Khoi

2. Doan Thi Thanh My

IVH 116466 ¥
IV# 061155

Autached are the docume.nlalions from Viet Nam pertaining to the second case
which were not available at the time of the meeting.

We had previously requested thal an interview for refugee status be granted by the
Orderly Departure Program to these applicants who are the surviving oflspring of
the political prisoner who died during incarceration in the political prisoners
reeducation camp. Their father died in the camp while their mother also passed
away or missing. and these applicants were denied because they were determined
as "no connection to the US*® or for other reasons.

We would appreciate hearing from you regarding the outcome of our request and
10 request a meeting to discuss matters concerning the political prisoner program.
Please contact me at (703)358-5154 or via my Fax (703) 204-0394.

Thank you in advance for you consideration.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Khue Minh Tho
President

Attachments
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{101 GIA-DINII TU NHAN CHINIL-TRY VIET-NAM
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 6435, ARLINGTON, VA. 22205-0635
Telephonc: (103) 580.0058 * Fax: (703) 204-0394

April 29, 1994

Ms. Janelle Jones
Refugee Officer
Office of International Affairs
& Outreach
Immigration & Naturalization Service
425 I Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20536

Dear Ms. Jones:

I would like to thank you for attending the meeting of
April 20, 1994 among the Immigration and Naturalization
Services (INS), Department of State, and our
organization, the Pamilies of Vietnamese pPolitical
prisoners Association.

per our discussion, attached are documents pertaining
to one of the two case files which you agreed to accept
for review during the meeting. The documentation
pertaining to the second case is not available at this
time. We will forward that documentation to you upon
receipt from Vietnam. As you may recall, these are the
offspring of individuals who died while detained in the
re-education camp. The father’s confinement was the
direct result of his involvement {n the implementation
of policies and interests of the U.S. Government. We
staunchly believe that the individuals in question can
present sufficient evidence to meet the current
criteria for refugee status. However, the offspring
were denied an interview with the Orderly Departure
Program (ODP) officials. The reason for this denial was
“no connection to the U.S." We believe that, as the
father’'s involvement with the U.S. Government meets
current criteria for interview eligibility, that
eligibility should be extended to surviving offspring,
if substantive evidence of persecution is provided.
purther, the benefit of interview should not be
terminated upon the death of the surviving spouse.
Also, the father’s death, in thise case, was directly
related to his incarceration as a result of his
involvement prior to 1975 with the U.S.
Thus, the offspring would have qualified for an
jnterview, should the wife of the reeducation camp
detainee have survived.



1 look forward to hearing from you soon regarding these
two cases. It was a pleasure meeting you, and thanks
again for sharing with us your expertise, and
information regarding the refugee program.

Should you need further information, please contact me
at (703) 560-0058 or fax any request to (798) 204-0394.

Sincerely Yo

uc Minh Tho
President

Attachments





