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Status of processup under the humanitarian exception policy the unmarried

over-21 sons and daughters of the forner political prisoners. ODP has nut

been applying this policy and these cases wha were denjed humanitaran

consideration now face the end of March deadline.\)( AW (\»Quu. e X [% Pi
. lo 3 ywel » 1996 )

Impact of pending legislative changes 1o family preference categories that would

climinate unmarried sons and daughters from being petitioned by their parents.

This will have « big impact on the FPP's.

Status uf the processing of the special commando cases. We are happy that

NS is processing these cases and we would like to know the latest data on the
numter of cases processed, number approved and the anticipaied completion date
W LEenseload. r\VPPA and the Vietnamese community are eager to help in the
resctilement of these casas in this arca.

Status of the processing of the remaining caseload of former political
prisoners under the HO subprogram of ODP. What is the availability of refugec
admission numbers for FY97 to process the remaining caseload.

Review of the cases invalving FPP family members of those prisoners who
dicd atter release.

Documentation problems continuc: the rcissuance of relense certiticares when
the original has been lost.

We have learncd that the Np, tjpnglags:g01mel R§c0rd5 Center (NPRC) has
recovercd over msonne records pertaining to the employment of
Victnamese during the Vietnam war cra@We feel that the availability of these
records justify the reconsideration of somje former USG employees whose cases
were rejected for lack of documentation

What can we do about the disturbing "no-show" rate (80%), which is due to
circumstances outside the control of the applicants? This should be brought to the
atiention of the Viewamese govemment ai the next SRV-USG Worlung Group
valks and, 1f necessary. the deadline for processing should be extended.

b Thay ant gy ho Stk these reonels
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) Sratus of processing under the humanitarian exception policy the urnarried

over-21 sons and daughters of the former political priseners. ODP has not
been applying this pelicy and these cases who were denied humanitaian
cansideration now face the end of June deadline

O Tmpact of pending legistative changes (HR 2207 sponsorad by Representative
| amar Smith of Texas) to family preference categories that would
eliminate unmarried sons and daughters from being petitioned by their parents
This will have a big impact o the FPP's,

O tiatus of the processing of the special commando cascs, We are happy tha
1l is processing these cases and we would like o know the Jatest data on the
number of cases processed, number approved and the anticipated completion date
for the caseload. Our association is concerned about the cligibility for the
widews of the conunandos. FVPPA and the Vietnamese community we cayes 10
help in the resettlement of these cases in this area,

Q Status of the processing of the remaining caseload of tormer political
prisoners undey the HO subprogram of ODP. What is the availability of refupee
admission numbers for F Y97 to process the remaining caseload.

Q Review of the cases involving FPP family members of those prisoners who
died afier release.

O Documentation problenis continue: the 1eissuance of release certificates when
the original has been lost.

O We have learned that the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) has
racovered over 500 cubic feet of personnel records pertaining to the cm plovmant
of Vieinamese during the Vietnam war era (se€ attached information about My
Boylan and the National Archives at Suitland, MD). W [cel that the availability
of these records justify the reconsideration and reinterview of foryner USG
employees, tramnees, coNIractors, and others closely associated through theic
work, whose cases were rejected for lack of documentation.

O What can we do about the disturbing "no-show” rate (80%), which is due 1o
sircumstances outside the control of the apphicants? This should be brought to the
e N deavnmes anvasnrient a2t The next SR\’-L‘FSG \VUrking GIOQP



Applicants aoplying under the Re-cducation Program must have a copy of their release certificate in the file. '
However, if they were named on a Victnamese Interview List between H1 and 144 as having been
catcerated between 1975 and 1979 or later, pre-interview venfication of the penod of incasceration is not
required.

Individuals v/ho have relatives in the US who are eligible to file immediate relative visa petitions must enter
the US as immigrants unless it is proven that the US refative no fonger has an existing relationship with the
applicant. S1ace US immigration law stipulates that no person may enter the US as a refugee if they are able
to enter as the beneficiary of an immediate relative visa petition (Title 8 CFR §207) or if they are eligible to
enter as a special immigrant [INA §201(b)(1)(A)], processing of an applicant's file may be %ayed until the
peution is {led. 'lmmediate relatives’ are classified as parents, spouse, and under twenty-one year old
children of L' S citizens '

Interview Scheduling

Ornce the applicants are determined eligible, their names are queued for interview. Lists of persons
“proposed for interview" ave prepared at the ODP office in Bangkok. These lists are passed to the SRV
authonties tvice every month, eight weeks in advance of the proposed interview dates. The SRV authorities
1ssue invitations (o atiend ODP interviews in Ho Chi Minh City approximately four weeks in advance of the
interview da e. The SRV will not permit interview unless an exit permit has been issued by the SRV Ministry
of Intenior Apphcants are imerviewed in Vietnam by officers of the US Irnmigration and Naturalization
Service (INSj with interpreters provided by the Vietnamese government. L SO :

Vietnamese Documenis

Anplicants snould bring all relevant documents to the interview. Relevant documents include those that verify
their identity and family composition as well as those that serve as evidence of their association with the US -
and tiyne spent in re-education camps. ' ‘

Post-Interview Processing

Al appsuved ODP apphcats ave cequired to undergo medical examinations and be determined fit for travel
priot 1o departore from Vietnam. These examinations are scheduled and performed by staff of the Cho Ray
tlospital awi 1th of Apnl Hospital in Ho Chi Minh City monitored by the International Organization for
Migration (1OM} T0M is also responsible for making all travel arrangements for refugee applicants departing -
Vietnam throvygh ODP

All individuiis traveling 1o the US as refugees are provided travel loans to cover their transportation expenses.
They are recurred to sign promissory notes regarding repayment of their travel loans

Depurture from Vietnam and US Resettlement

Approved gpplicants who wish to be resetiled near friends or relatives in the US are asked by the intwﬁewmg"
officer of their 1esettlement location preference at the time of interview. If the,aEpllcants have no preference,
the voluntary agency assigned to the case will choose a suitable location on their behaif. B

Once ODP receives satisfactory results of medical examinations the cases are included on a Departure
Approval List that is submitted to the Vietnamese authorities. The Vietnamese authorities arrange for a
departure dete in consultation with the applicants. ODP then receives a list of individuals scheduled to depart
Vietnam on & given date two 1o four weeis prior to departure. Voluntary agencies are assigned to coordinate
‘the resettlement of refugee applicants in the US. Applicants approved as refugees receive resettlemen
assistance and benefits provided through the local voluntary agencies in the US. -

All refugee; are eligible for temporary federal resettiement benefits in the form of cash and medical
assistance uyon amval in the US. Resettlement agencies and state programs also provide social services such
as English lunguage training, employment placement and training, orientation, translation, transporiation and
day care. Other qualified refugees may be eligibie for further direct cash and medical assistance if they are
unable to support themsclves when theit refugee benetits expire.
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ODP Refugee Processing |

ee Elpibility

dividuals may apply for admission to the US as refugees under ODP's Regular Subprogram or Re-educaiion
abprogram. If approved, an applicant may travel to the US as a refugee unless someone in the US is olig

file an i mediate relative visa petition on his/her behalf In this case, the applicant must enter the US s
fmmigrant although their approved childrer may trave! as refugees.

Previously il ODP applicants approved as refugees were allowed 1o be accompanied by their spouse and
aunmarried sons and daughters who continuously resided in the family household. In December 1994 the U
Department of State and the US Immigration and Naturalization Service announced that refugees int vigwod
after April 4, 1998 are allowed to be accompanied bytheir spouse and unmarried sons and daughters widk
‘the age of tventy-one. Exceptions may be made for sons and daughters who are over the age of twenty-oie:

they ere the Jast remaining, dependent, family member in Vietnam who might be subject to severe hardship i

lefl alone o1 who are disabled and hava no relatives in Vietnam to care for them,
Former Re-education Center Detainee Subprogram

_Alt applicants who were interned in re-education centers for three or more years due to the
association with US government policies in Vietnam are eligible for an interview under the

- Subptogran:. Time served in re-education centers as a result of unsuccessful attempts at Hlegal
© pust-75 counter-revolutionary activities does not qualify for ODP interview df?m pUrpos
* vurious prebation periods to which former detainees were often subjected followin retufg

former detainees who died as a direct result of time spent in re-education may aiso be ehgibl
provided thay have evidence to support their claim. '

Unni recently, under a bilateral arrangement between the US and Vietnamess governments, fonmer ¥
.Aucation center detuinees registered with the Socialist Republic of Vietmam (SRV) to have their au
oluded or m Vietnamese interview list (HO' list) by presenting their re-education release cestificates
te.en applications for exit permission. On March 31, 1994, ODP accepted the last interview list (HA44) for |
. program. Remaining applicants were given until September 30, 1994 to register directly with ODP. -

Regular Subprogram -

Apphcants  any of the following categories are eligible for a refugee interview in the Regular Subprogram’
hengticiaries of ‘Visas 93' refugee petitions (form 1-730); certain parents whose children in the US are both
anwccompaiied and under the age of 21, applicants with at least Bve years of former ployment with the US-
guverniient or a US private company or organization, and individuals with between one and three yoars of re-
education vho also provide evidence of one or more years of US govemnment or private empeoym ofmi
penod of training in the US under US government auspices. y o A
Meeting the interview criteria listed above is not a guarantee of approval. At the interview, applicants mt
niove they meet the definition of 8 refugee as defined under ﬁ;m?fru) of the Immigeation and National
Agt (INA). Briefly, this provision of the l## requires a demonsys 3 fen

I demonstration of persecution or 8 well-founded fe
né persecution in one's home country on account of his’her race, religion, nationality,

prrticular sacial group or political opinion. _ e o
Refugee Registration Deadline L . L . : S
It is no lon:zer required that refugee applicants be named on an SRV interview list as long as they have exit -

permission granted by the Vietnamese authorities. All refugos spplicants who meet the above criteris and
who have supplied copies of documentary svidence 10 support their claims qualify for an interview lfth_ey:
established an ODP file prior to Sepien 1954, o _

Pre-Interview Processing ‘ _
When ODF receives evidence of refugee eligiifiity, the fila Is reviewed and any additional documentation
needed is raquested. Apﬁi‘icmu%?seekmg-:gﬁr atus a8 former employees of the US government o us
private companies must have dgcumentary evidiice to support their claims. This may be in the form of old

rsonne} ection notices, letters of recommendafion, letters from former colleagues in the US, pay stubs,

Rcates or verification notices from the agancy or the ap ropriste records center. Applicants whose.

training in the US must also provide documentary evidence of

ludes US government 8pc
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