AGENDA FOR MEETING WITH
MR. GREGORY M. SUCHAN
LEGISLATIVE FELLOW TO SENATOR MCCAIN
UNITED STATES SENATE
AND
FAMILIES OF VIETNAMESE POLITICAL
PRISONERS ASSOCIATION
AND
WASHINGTON AREA LEAGUE OF
VIETNAMESE ASSOCIATIONS

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 1997, 3:00 P.M.

(45 Interpretation of the language and intent of the McCain amendment
as applied to the cases of unmarried over-21 adult children of the former
Victnamese political prisoners who qualified and were accepted as refugees
but who were processed as immigrants at the convenience of the U.S.
government. Qur Association belicves that the amendmen! should be read
as applying 1o all of the adult vamarried over-21 children and we we believe
that the Congressional Record makes this clear. The fact that some of Lhese
political prisoners were processed as immigrants at the convenience of the
U.S. government should not disqualify their children from benefiting under
thc amendment. (Please see copy of attached McCain amendment

language).

(2) Incluszon of the unmarned adult cwer—2l chﬂdren of widows of

3) We believe that this issue of language intcrpretation could be
resolved by an interpretation by INS which is both more humane and
generous and more truly reflective of Congressional intent.

) We are concerned aboul reports that OPD is not accepting reissued
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(5) The ODP eligibility of (he former political prisoners of the
Vietnam war era who do not meet the traditional ODP processing guidelines
but who were sent to prison for many years, including approximately 100
cases who were incarcerated at least ten years for “counter-revolutionary”
views, or other political dissidence activities. We beljeve thal these cases
should be adjudicated by QDP for refugee admission and resettlement in the
U.S.

©) The problems in the procegsing of the former U.S. government
cmployees with five or more years of service. The U.S. government
established this program to help these victims of persecution and now the
rejection ratc is running at 97%, which ellectively nullifies the purpose of
this program. - Why?

) Drastic reductions in the refugee ceiling admission numbers to
78,000 for ¥Y97 and funding for 3.000 of these may not be available,. We
are concerned that thesc reduced numbers will cul-off the legitimate claims
of thousands of former Vietnamese political prisoners and their families
who have waited many years for refugee rescttlement. Every effort should
be made to find admission numbers to complete this important program as
soo0n as possible. At a minimum, adequate numbers should be provided to
accompligh this by the end of FY 1998.

(8) We understand that Senator McCain will travel 1o Vietnam during
the Easter recess. By that time Ambassador Peterson should be in Hanoi
and we expect that the ongoing normalization of relations with Vietnam will
sce the opening of an American consulata in Ho Chi Minh City. We urge
that the remaining caselcad of former political prisoners and their families
be processed completely and thotoughly as this transition takes place.
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