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Vietnamese refugee leaders 
sl{eptical of prisoner release 
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Vietnam plans to give alnnesty 
to SOlne ill re-education camps 
Officials deny J'efugees' chal'ges 
of torture, execution of inmates 
By Dennis Rockstroh 
Mrrcuty N~."..s Staff Writer 
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U.S.!ChLS ON VIETNAM TO ALLOW "REEDUCATION" 
CAMP\D~TAINEES TO RESZTTLE IN UNITED STATES 

(Switzerland) 
Geneva -- The United States has called on Vietnam to resolve 
the remaining problems holding up the resettlement in the 
United States of "significant numbers" of former reeducation 
camp detainees from Vietnam. 

In a statement December IS, to the annual consultative meeting 
in Geneva on the orderly departure of Indochinese wishing to 
leave Vietnam, U.S. delegate Robert L. Funseth said he was 
"disappointed" that the number of reeducation camp departures 
had not matched the number of Amerasians (American-Asian 
children) allowed to leave for resettlement in the United 
States. 

In 1984, President Reagan offered to admit to the United States 
all Amerasians and their close family members in Vietnam. as 
well as political prisoners from reeducation camps and their 
close family members. 

"In fiscal year 1988. more than 12,000 persons departed Vietnam 
en route to the United States," Funseth said. "We are 
particularly encouraged by the progress of the Amerasian 
program and the cooperation we have experienced in working with 
the Vietnamese authori ties to expedite the resettlement of all 
Amerasians who wish to be resettled in the United States along 
with their close family members. 

"We are now well on our way to accomplishing the 
resettlement of Amerasians, contained in President 
1984 initiative." Funseth said. 

goal for 
Reagan's 

But, he added, "we are disappointed that this year we have not' 
had similar success in achieving the other important goal of 
President Reagan's 1984 initiative -- namely. a large-scale 
program for resettlement of former reeducation center detainees 
and their close family members. II 

"I would like to take the opportuni ty ,here today once again to 
affirm the strong humanitarian interest of the U.S. government 
in the resettlement of these former detainees and to urge the 
Vietnamese authorities to negotiations as soon as possible to 
resolve out the remaining questions. so that we can begin 
resettling significant numbers of these persons." 

Funseth, Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary of State. Bureau for 
Refugee Affairs, was speaking to the plenary session of the 
UNHCR (U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees) consultations on 
the Orderly Departure Program (ODP). Negotiated between the 
UNHCR and the Vietnamese government in 1979, the ODP provides 
Vietnamese with relatives abroad a safe and viable alternative 
to clandestine departures from Vietnam, overland or by sea (as 
boat people). 

President Reagan I s 1984 initiative on reeducation-camp inmates 
and Amerasians is a bilateral U.S.-Vietnam program running 
alongside the multilateral ODP. which involves all countries 
providing resettlement for Indochinese refugees. 



The previous day. Funseth met for six hours with a 
representative of the government of Vietnam in Geneva to 
discuss in particular the bilateral U.S.-Vietnam program. He 
said the talks were "frank. full and friendly." 

The role of the OOP. Funseth said. following 
boat departures from Vietnam beginning in 
crucial today than ever before." 

the 
1981. 

upsurge in 
"is more 

Therefore. it is "especially important" that all parties 
involved -- the UNHCR, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and 
the receiving countries present at this consultative meeting -­
renew their commitment to the OOP to ensure that "many more 
Vietnamese in the coming months will be permitted to leave 
Vietnam in an orderly and safe way," Funseth stated. 

Funseth said the United States has provided Vietnam with lists 
of more than 100,000 persons who have been issued Letters of 
Introduction by the United States. making them eligible for 
resettlement under the OOP. 

"Many thousands of Vietnamese with Letters of Introduction are 
qualified for immigration as immediate relatives and can be 
accepted now, outside of the (U.S.) immigrant and refugee quota 
systems," Funseth said. "Nearly 50,000 are beneficiaries of 
current immigration petitions and could be accepted at a rate 
of 20,000 per year, under the immigration national quota 
system." 

Permission by Vietnam for these applicants to emigrate "would 
mean a greatly expanded program" of orderly departures, Funseth 
said. 

Funseth said he had also requested 
interview "other persons of special 
the U.S. government of "highest 
citizens. 

Vietnam to schedule for 
humanitarian concern" to 
priority" being American 

He said that since processing for orderly departure resumed in 
the fall of 1981, following a 20-month suspension by the 
Vietnamese authorities, 32 Americans have departed Vietnam but 
62 remain. 

"We hope that the Vietnamese authorities will move quickly to 
allow the remaining U.S. citizens to depart as quickly as 
possible." 

Finally. Funseth said he was "heartened" that 
Vietnam had cooperated in arranging for 
departure of several compelling humanitarian 
those involving emergency medical treatment. 
responsiveness will continue." 

in recent months 
the expeditious 
cases including 

"We hope thi s 



U.S CALLS ON VIETNAM TO ALLOW "REEDUCATION" 
CAMP DETAINEES TO RESETTLE IN UNITED STATES 

Geneva - Hoa 1C}l' or keu go; v; etHam . , 
, I ..... , 

g;ai quyit nhllng vin fl'· eM. L-ti La'm 
• • 1g4n trd vi~e d1nh ell t,i Hoa ky cho 

..... .... I ...... 

nhllng nguli trdbe d~ bj giam gill 
trong cac tr~i cli t!O t~i ViftHam. 

Tuyen bb vio ngay 15 thang 12 t!i phien h9P ha-ng ndm d'Geneve ~ tham khao 
... """ - , ... v3 viec ra di trong trlt t~ cho nhllng ng~i ~ong Dadng mUbn ddi khdi Vi'tHam .. . .. .. , 

c1'~i bilt Hoa Ky Ong Robert L. Funseth ndi rfing Ong d""that vsmg" vi con s(!' 

ra di ctla nh~g ngugi tr.i ~i t,o khong tUHng xdng vb~ eon s~' eac em M~ Lai 
(trl eon Lai MY - A' eh1u) dd~c ph~p sang dinh c~ tai Hoa Ky. . .. 
Him 1984 T~ng Thang Reagen tuy~n bo'flon nh3n vao Hoa ICY tit c, cic em ~ Lai 

• 
va gia dinh thtn eSn cJa cic em tai ViltNam, eting nhl! e/c tu nhSn chi~h tri .. ... .. 
tJ ca'c trai cai tao v~ gia dinh than c3n cua ho. 

"" to .. 

"Trong t~; khda 1988 tren 12,000 ng.ii da- d&i khai Vi!tNam tr'n d~ng sang 
"u to .. , "" ~ .. I ~, '\...... , '" , Haa Ky Ong Funseth nOl, Chung tOl rat dddc phan kh(!l ve sd titn bO cua 

chtJtmg tri'nh cho c':c em MY Lai v~ vl' sJ ca~g dc cllA gi/; hdtr trdch' VietNam . . . 
da- suc tieh viec djnh eJ cho tat ca c':c em fIly Lai muan dtl!c sang Hoa Ky cung 
vd~ gi a dinh t~an e~n eu'a de em." • 

"Hien nay chung ta dang tr!n dudng hOlm tat ml.lc tieu di nh cll e/c em fIly Lai 
• I .. , \II' , .. '.' '"' I theo nhl! sang klln nam 1984 cua Tong Thong Reagen," Ong Funseth noi. 

Nhlilg ,6'ng no'i them, "chJng to; b1 thl{ v!?ng La nlm nay chJng tei da khong 

du1t1c th4ng ldi tlldhg til trong viec thUb hi'n mat mue ti'u quan trong khac .. .. " ......... .. 
.....' ' • .L 1984 ' ... h'" ,1 l" .. • . .> ,-cung nam trong sang klen cua Tong Tong Reagen -- uO G, m9t chuang trlnh 

quy ~ cho viic dinh cll nh~g ngadi trl1b~ dJy bJ giam gi:t trong trili eli t~o 
va gi a diiih t hom can cJa ho." 

• • 

• 'I -I>-' "HOm nay toi muon nhln ci! hSi nay dl! xac nhan m5't lin nUa m3i quan tam nhm, .. .. .. , 
"ao m"nh me-cu~ chi~h phu~Hoa Ky~muS~ dinh ctl nhd~g ng1l6i trddc dSy bj giam giJ'" . .. . .. ' , 'J, -.1' t ~ ~ /1 .... ,. I, va dl thuc day cac nha chuc trach Vle,Nam sdm thJang thuy3t nhlm g1al quy~t cac 

• 
t ... ."", ",,4 '" , I~' ... vln d3 con L~i, dl chung ta co th1 bat diu dtnh cu'mgt sa aang k~ tho nhdhg 
~ ~ 

ngtldi nay." 

• • Cng Funseth Ph~ t.Thl1 TrJang Ngo~i Giao Thlm Nien, Vrn 
, .... 

Phong V~ TX N~n, oa 
thUyet trinh tai phie'n hop khoing ~i PhJ Cao Uy Ty Nan .. " . . .. CUNHCR) tham khlo v3-



ChUbng Tri~h RadiTrong Tr~t Tif (ODP). ~~e thta thuFh gid~UNHCR vi ch~h phJ 
... - .. VietNam nll'm 1979, ODP Giu'p cho nht.lng ngJ6i VietNam etl thlh nhan 0 hii ngoai 

.- - - ~. '. ......' '" I. "",. '" dude ao3n tu trong an toan ma khol phal ra dl Lan tron khJ1 ViitNam btng dddng .. . ". • • • b? hay d~ng bi~n (thuy@n nhtn). 

S':ng ki~~ nlm 1984 eu'a ToAg Thtl~g Reagen v~· de tJ"nhDn trai C:i tao vii vf cae 

em MY- La; La mpt eh~dng trinh song ph~g 9;~Hoa Ky v~ V;ftNam, ai song song 

vdi chUhg trinh aa phUtihg ODP, Lien h~ tdi t~t cl eic n~t cho ty nan eong Dddng 
• • 

d~e 6'1 nh co!. 

Ngay hom tr~6~ Ong Funseth ai g3p m&t ph~i doan d~i di~n ehihh phJ ViltNam trong " .. . , 
saL tif~g daiig hf d~' tha'o Lu?n ri~ng oJe .... chU6ng trinh song phtll!ng gitla Hoa Ky vi! 

VittNam • . 
. -" ""'-Val tro cua ODP, Ong Funseth nti, tiep'theo sJ vi~e 

"" tang them t.f da~ nam 1987, "Lai 
• 

"" .~ , .... , .-
cang th1et yeu ngay 

cle 
.. 

thuyen nhan ra ~i v9t .. . 
hdn bao gi II h~t." nay 

Do 6'6, mot dit!u "dK'c bi~t quan trong" La ttlt d mo; phi~ L i~n he -- Cao U~ Ty Nan, 

c~ng Hoa' Xt' HQ'i Vi ~tNam' vir de ml~J Joh nhfn t:;: n~n cd m!t tri 'but:i tham khlo' -: 
, ~ A- .. • .... ~. I • > ~ _ ...., ~r:!l.. xat nhan Lan mla dltu cam ket Vd1 ODP de bao dam La Utrong nhung thang t01 day 

"" P\,fIW ..... , 
nhi~u ngLldi Vi€tNam mla se d~c phlp ddi Vi~Nam m~t each ccf tr'!t t~ v"a an toin," 

Ong Funseth no~. 

Ong Funseth 

da du~c cap 

n6i rt~g Hoa Kyd~trao cho V;~tnam danh s'ch cJh tr~n 100,000 ng~; 
Thd Gi~i Thieu (LOI) cJa Hoa Ky de'dd~c dinh ca theo dieh ODP. 

<11 """ 

uti ngan ngulfi VietNam c6 ThJ Gid\ Thieu co' aJ ttl etch di cd vt L~ thin nhlh gl~ 
• • 

va co the'd~c nh(n ngay biy gid: ml khSng ph'i n~~ trong h; thohg quota qU~~ gia 

cho di trJ hay tx nan," Ong Funseth n6i. "Ga'ii 50,000 ngt.l6i d~c hLld~g dOn xin 
• • t ..... 

di trJ hien h~~, va eo'the'd~de chap nhin theo ty'sa 20,000 ng~i m8i n~, trong . . 
he thllhg quota qU~~ gi a." 

• 

N~~ dLl~c Vi~tNam cho phep ... . 
se dIMe banh trlldng manh" 

• • 

nhJhg at.l6ng ~~n n~y di 
.,. d' I At eho Vlec ra 1 cO tra 

col thi " c6 nghTa U" chMng trl"nh 

to!, Ong Funseth ncri. 
• 

Ong Funseth no'; La <lng eUng iII' e.f yeu c<l\j ViftNam s.tP dp cho d~c:I'c phcfng v1~ 
"nhll';;g ngllri khJe ma dJ&c chi hh phd Hoa Ky da·c bi ft quan tim nhao OjlO" - m'p"t 

• • 
I J'" ''''' ""'''' ... _ each "uu tien eao nh1!t" vi hp La cong dan Hoa Ky. 



Ong nC:i ra"hg tJ ngay vi'c lam thu' t~c cho ra di trong tra1: til duttc , . . . 
mua thu nKm 1987, sau 20 thang tam ngUhg bii nh) trdc'tr4ch VietNam, 

• • 
ngd61 My"'d~doll- khol VietNam nhJng vI" c'On 62 ng~i chl1a tli dMc • 

• 

# I .. 

tiep nili td 

thi' c6 32 

" Chung toi hy vqng 

lai d~ ra di cang 

nh~ chile trilch Vii'tNam s;" mau chdng ~' cho s't ngll'Ai MY con 

• • 

, 
sdm eil'lg 

• 
hay." 

.. .. I - ... "... -.. J " Sau cung Ong Funseth no; II Ong du'!'c "ph an kh~i" la trong nh~ng thang g3n d~ 

Vi:tNam da eltng ta'e trong vi.c thu xlt cho ra ili ngay nhi'u trll6ng hc!p nhih <lao .. ",..., . . 
.. ., · .... l I d -, .... L...... uh I , ... ... ... , khan cap Vl y 0 chua """h. "Ch 9 tit! mong suo dap lA'lg nay se tiep tue ... , . . 



ChJo~ng Tri;;h RadlTrong Tr'!!: T\f COOP). f1t!tjt ~hC:. thu~ ghlZ'UNHCR va ch(nh ph~ 
Vi~tNam nttm 1979, Ol)P Ghip eho ntHJ~g ngu61 ViftNam cd thlo nhiSn t hli ng'!ai 

dJ~t aoln t.u trong an toan rna kh8'i pha"i ra d1 l;r: tra~ khd'1 Viftr4am b~ng dd'd~g 
b? hay d~ng bi'~ (thuy#o nhSni. 

Sa'ng ki~n 'nlft 1984 cu"a TdAg Thtshg Reageo ve~ clc t~nhSn trai eli tao v~ v'f cae - ,,-' ~ 
em M~ lsi La m§t ch~o'ng trinh song ph~g gi~Hoa Ky v~ ViitNam, ai song song 
.' j- , • • I ',I ~ V~l chung tr nh ua phUOhg ODP, lien h~ tdl tlt ca (Jc n~c eho ty.nln .Qog Oddng 

du?c d!nh cll. 

Ngay hom trd~~ Ong Fuoseth as gap mot phJi doan d4i dien ehiMh phJ ViitNam trong 

saL tU~g dong hfd6·thato lu3n ;"0; ~""'ehu'bng trinh S~Og phVtfng giJa· Noa Kyvl . . 

i 
... 1t'" • I .. I _" ~ , 

Va tro cua OOP, Ong Fuo&eth noi, tiep thea Sy viec cae 

u'i1g them tida~ oam 1987, "led ci"ng thi1: yej ng~y nay • 

thuy1~ nhan ra ai vpt 

hdn bao 9 i d'" he't~ .. " 

00 d&, mat dill! "df"c biet quan troog" La t1st cl moi phi: Lito he - Cao u~ Ty Nan, 

(;oog Hail ~ Xt'"'1i ViitNam- va- eic n~~J 10::' nhln t~ n~n cd mat tai -bu'b'i tham kh/o~ -: 
~I ... .. .... "" ~ "" .. ' f ,,'J'. ~. .... , I 

,;at nhan Lao nua dl(U cam ket Val ODP d~ bao dam la "trong nbung thang tdi day . ~ 

nhifu ngudi Vie'tNam mj~ se dlJde phJp ddi ViEtNam mot clch cO v'lt t~ vii an toan," 
ong Funseth no{. • •• • 

Ong Funseth ntii rl~g Hoa Kyd~trao eho Vietnam danh s~eh c~ tr1n 100,000 nga6i 

da dude cip Thll Gi6i Thieu (LOI) cua Hoa K~ d~" dctl!c dinh ell theo di&h ObP. . . . , ~ 

IIcl n9ih ngulti VietNam c~ ThJ Gid\ Thieu COl aJ til e/ch di cd v.t L!" thin nhan 910 

va co the'd~c nh~n ogay bJy gi~: m~ khang ph~i n~m ttong hi th1fng quota q~~ 91a 

cho di ttJ hay tr,. niln," Ong Funseth n6i. "Ga';l 50,000 nguOi d~c hU'~ng d6n xin 

di trJ hien hu~, va- co' the' dude cha'6 nh$n thea tl sa' 20,000 n\J~i nuS'j nrrr., trong 

h! tMng ~uota qu3~ g1.&.'·· • 

N~~ dupe Vi,tNam tho phep nhJ;"g dtJ6ng can n3y di til thi " cd nghii li" ehd4ng trtnh 

s~ dtTdc b3nh trlldn"g manh" tho viet ra di co'trut ttl, Ong Funs-eth neli. .. .. . ~ . 
Oog funseth oo~ li ong tung O~CO' ye1J clU ViftNam stp xlp eho dqdc phcfng V3~ 
"oh~g ng~ri khJc rna d~dc thihh phil Haa Ky d~"e bift quan tim nnan ojio'\ - mp"­

ta~h "uti tien cao nhlt" vi' hp Ll e&lg din Hea Ky,": 

Oog no'i ra·~ ~ tJ ngay vii"c Lain thu t'tc cho r .. di troog tl",' t"! du~c ti;; nal ttl' 

au"a thu nflll 1987, uu 20 ;h4ng t~. nglktg bii nhl tl"de'trdeh V1!tNam, thi' cO 32 

ngU01 "y .... dada\- khol VietNam nh\lng vari con 62 ngLi~i chlla tli dtl;'c: .. 

If Ch~n9 to; hy .... qng nhi' c:hll~ tr6c:h ViitNam s;" mau Ch6ng dl
l 

c:ho s?/ ngbl:1 "ye:on 

lc:, du1!e: rf, d1 cang sd~ emg hay." .. 

Sau cung Ong Fuoseth noi li O'ng d,",c "phsh khi1" II Vong nht.g thing 9a~ d,y 
, .. -- in 

ViitNam da cang tat trong viie: thu xep cho r. ai ngay nhilu tl"t:lbng h~p nha ",0 
... I ...... - • .L_ I .A • .t "" "" j'lo.' .. khan cap vi lyl do chila be'nh. .. eh",.", Uti .ong 'It! dap ung nay se t f:P t,;c • 
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