The hidden horror of Vietnam’s camps

By Dennis Rockstroh
Mercury News Staff Writer

Bich Thuy — Special to the Mercury News
Constant, numbing brutality was the norm
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Vietnamese refugee leaders
Skeptical of prisoner release
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The IMF and World Bank hold discussions with Vletnam o
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‘ Vietnam’s Prisoner Release
Includes Former Saigon Aides
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Amnesty in Vietnam
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Families of Vietnampse

Political Prisomens Asdoe.
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U.S., Vietham Resume Talks on MIAS

Special Envoy, Arriving in Hanoi, Says, ‘Solution Lies Here’
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 Political Prisoners in Vietnam: How Lorlzg Must They Wait?
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Vietnam plans to give amnesty
to some 1n re-education camps

Officials deny refugees’ charges
of torture, execution of inmates

By Dennis Rockstroh
Mercur y News Staff Writer
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'Getting Out of Vietnam
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U.S., Vietnam Resume Talks on MIAS

Special Envoy, Arriving in Hanoi, Says, ‘Solution Lies Here’
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Officials Discuss
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Washington Post Seaff Writer
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U.s. 'C#LLS- ON VIETNAM TO ALLOW "REEDUCATION"
CAMP: DETAINEES TO RESETTLE IN UNITED STATES

{(Switzerland)
Geneva -- The United States has called on Vietnam to resolve
the remaining problems holding up the resettlement in the
United States of "significant numbers" of former reeducation
camp detainees from Vietnam.

In a statement December 15, to the annual consultative meeting
in Geneva on the orderly departure of Indochinese wishing to
leave Vietnam, U.S. delegate Robert L. Funseth said he was
"disappointed" that the number of reeducation camp departures
had not matched the number of Amerasians (American-Asian
children) allowed to leave for resettlement in the United
States.

In 1984, President Reagan offered to admit to the United States
all Amerasians and their close family members in Vietnam, as
well as political prisoners from reeducation camps and their
close family members.

"In fiscal year 1988, more than 12,000 persons departed Vietnam
en route to the United States," Funseth said. "We are
particularly encouraged by the progress of the Amerasian
program and the cooperation we have experienced in working with
the Vietnamese authorities to expedite the resettlement of all
Amerasians who wish to be resettled in the United States along
with their close family members.

"We are now well on our way to accomplishing the goal for
resettlement of Amerasians, contained in President Reagan’'s
1984 initiative," Funseth said.

But, he added, "we are disappointed that this year we have not’
had similar success in achieving the other important goal of
President Reagan's 1984 initiative -- namely, a large-scale

program for resettlement of former reeducation center detainees
and their close family members."

“I would like to take the opportunity here today once again to
affirm the strong humanitarian interest of the U.S. government
in the resettlement of these former detainees and to urge the
Vietnamese authorities to negotiations as soon as possible to
resolve out the remaining questions, so that we can begin
resettling significant numbers of these persons."

Funseth, Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau for
Refugee Affairs, was speaking to the plenary session of the
UNHCR (U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees) consultations on
the Orderly Departure Program (ODP). Negotiated between the
UNHCR and the Vietnamese government in 1979, the O0DP provides
Vietnamese with relatives abroad a safe and viable alternative
to clandestine departures from Vietnam, overland or by sea (as
boat people).

President Reagan's 1984 initiative on reeducation-camp inmates
and Amerasians is a bilateral U.S.-Vietnam program running
alongside the multilateral ODP, which involves all countries
providing resettlement for Indochinese refugees,



The previous day, Funseth met for six hours with a
representative of the government of Vietnam in Geneva to
discuss in particular the bilateral U.S.-Vietnam program. He
said the talks were "frank, full and friendly."

The role of the ODP, Funseth said, following the upsurge 1in
boat departures from Vietmam beginning in 1987, "is more
crucial today than ever before."

Therefore, it 1is "especially important”" that all parties
involved -- the UNHCR, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and
the receiving countries present at this consultative meeting --
renew their commitment to the ODP to ensure that "many more
Vietnamese 1in the coming months will be permitted to leave
Vietnam in an orderly and safe way," Funseth stated.

Funseth said the United States bhas provided Vietnam with lists
of more than 100,000 persons who have been issued Letters of
Introduction by the United States, making them eligible for
resettlement under the ODP.

"Many thousands of Vietnamese with Letters of Introduction are
qualified for immigration as immediate relatives and can be
accepted now, outside of the (U.S.) immigrant and refugee quota
systems,” Funseth said. "Nearly 50,000 are beneficiaries of
current immigration petitions and c¢ould be accepted at a rate
of 20,000 per vyear, under the immigration national quota
system."

Permission by Vietnam for these applicants to emigrate "would
mean a greatly expanded program" of orderly departures, Funseth
said.

Funseth said he had also requested Vietnam to schedule for
interview "“other persons of special humanitarian concern" to
the U.S5. government -- of "highest priority" being American
citizens.

He said that since processing for orderly departure resumed in
the fall of 1987, following a 20-month suspension by the
Vietnamese authorities, 32 Americans have departed Vietnam but
62 remain.

"We hope that the Vietnamese authorities will move quickly to
allow the remaining U.S. <c¢itizens to depart as quickly as
possible.”

Finally, Funseth said he was "heartened" that in recent months
Vietnam bhad <cooperated 1in arranging for the expeditious
departure of several compelling bhumanitarian cases including
those involving emergency medical treatment. "We bhope this
responsiveness will continue."



U.S CALLS ON VIETNAM TO ALLOW "REEDUCATION"
CAMP DETAINEES TO RESETTLE IN UNITED STATES
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Geneva ~~ Hoa Ky da keu goi Vi€tNam gidi quyst nhdn~g vin a& c¥h lgi Lam
1gan trd'vif.-‘c dinh cJ tgi Hoa ky cho nhdng nguli trode d8y bj giam giJ‘v
trong cdc trai c¢di tao tai ViétNam.

Tuyén bbd vao ngdy 15 thang 12 tai phién hgp hdng ndh d' Genéve d% tham khad
vé viéc ra di trong trdt tJ cho nhdng ngu‘&i ®ong D3dng mudn ddi khdi VidtNam,
d'a-i bi&u Hoa Ky Ong Robert L. Funseth ndi r‘&?\g Ong d!""thaé vong" vi con s8°
ra di cda nhuig ngudi trgi cBi tao khong tudng xdhg vai con sd cdc em MY Lai
(trd con lai My - A’ cH3u) dudc phdp sang dinh cu tai Hoa Ky.

N3m 1984 Tdng ThBng Reagen tuy@n bd don nhin vdo Hoa Ky tdt c3 cdc em My Lai
va gia dinh th3n can cda cac em tai VigtNam, cing nh’ cdc td nh3n chinh trj
td cac trai cdi tao v& gia dinh thin cdh cua ho.

"Trong t3i khda 1988 trén 12,000 ngUdi d% ddi khdi ViétNam tré@n dudng sang
Hoa Ky" Ong Funseth noi. "Chuhg t3i rat dddc ph3n khdi ve su‘ tign bo cla
chubng trinh cho cac em My lai va v'é sJ cong tdc cud 916,1 hl.!u trdch \hetNam
dF suc tigh vui.-'c dinh c¢J cho tat cd cac em MY Lai mudn dt@c sang Hoa Ky cung
vd1 gia dinh than cSn cua cdc em."”

"H1en nay chung ta dang trén dudng hoan tat myc tiéu dinh cd cdc em My lai
theo nhd sahg k1é’n nam 1984 cu3 Tong Thong Reagen," Ong Funseth ndi.

Nhuhg Ong noi thém, "Chdng t3i bi that vong L3 nim nay chung t8i da khdng
dudc thing Lr:_H tJdhg t|._f trong vié:c thut hién mB.t myc tidu quan trong khac
ciMg ndh trong sang kién 1984 cua Téng Thdhg Reagen — dd L3, mdt chddng trinh
quy n® cho vigc dinh cJ nhdng ngddi trdb:: ddy bi giam g'i& trong trai cdi tao
va gia dinh thh c¢dn cda ho.”

“Hom nay td&i mudn nh3n cd h‘c:h n3y d& xac nh3n m&t L3h nda m31 quan tam nhan

830 mgnh me cuh chifh phu’ Hoa Ky mudn dinh cd nhdng ngdb1 tradc dsy bj g1am gid
va d& thut d3y cac nha chde trach Vi€tNam s3h thudng thuyGt nhdm gidi quyEt cac
van d& con Lai, d?.chu'ng ta cd the bat dau dinh cu’ mdt s8" dahg ké *cho nhdr?é
ngtBhi nay."

] ' ? w ~ -
Ong Funseth Phuy ta Thd Truidng Ngoai Giao Tham Ni2n, Van Phdng Vu Ty Ngn, da
thuyét trinh tai phién hop khodng &ai Phd Cao Uy Ty Nan (UNHCR) tham khdo v@



Chdong Trinh RadiTrong Trat Td (0DP). dudc thoa thudn gidg-UNHCR va chinh phd
V1etNam n¥m 1979, ODP Giup cho nhdng ngdB1 V1etNam cd'thah nh3n & hd ngoai
dudc do3n tu trong an toan m3 khai pha1 ra di Lan tron khdi V1etNam b%rg dddng
b3 hay ddUng bign (thuy@n nhSn).

Sang ki&n ndm 1984 cua TéAg ThBhg Reagen ¥y cac tu* nhn trai cai tao vi v cdt
em My Lai L& m3t chddng trinh song phudng g1ﬂb—Hoa Ky v3 V1etNam, di song song

vdi chung trinh da phuchg 0DP, (ién hE tdi t3t cd cdc Ml cho ty nan #Sng Dddng
ddc dinh cdl.

Ngay hom trdéc Ong Funseth da gap mot phdi do3n dai d1en chifh phd V1étNam trong
sal t1§ng d3ng hd d&’ thao lu&n rieng V& chBng trinh song phdMng g1da Hoa Ky v3
Vi&tNam.

’,
Vai tro cuJa 0DP, Ong Funseth noi, t1ep theo sd v1ec cdc thuyen nhan ra di vot

tang thém td diu nam 1987, "lai cang th1et yeu ngay nay hdn bao g16 het."

Do d3, mot diag ”dé% b13t quan trong" 13 tat cd mos ph1a Li€n he -= Cao Uy Ty, Nan,
cdng Hoa XE'H91 V1etNam vE cde niaé doh nhén ty nan e mdt tai bdb1 tham kh5 -
xat nhan lan nda d1€h cam k&t vd{ oop 42’ bad dam L3 ”trong nhdng thang td1 day
nhi&u ngdd1 V1etNam nla se dadc phdp ddi ViftNam mot cdeh cd trat td va an toan,"
Ong Funseth noﬁ

dng Funseth noi rdng Hoa Ky di trao cho Vi€tnam danh sfch cud tr#n 100,000 ngddi
di dddc c3p ThQ Gist Thigu (LOD cda Hoa Ky d&’ dddc djnh cl theo digh ODP.

| ngan ngu'o’1 ViétNam cé Thd Gid} Th1é‘u co 3L ta cdch di cd vi LF than nhan g'én
va co the ddﬂt nhdn ngay b3y g1d ma khong ph3i nSm trong he tHbhg quota qu%c gia
cho di tru hay ty, nan," Ong Funseth ndi. "63n 50,000 nngH dubc thng dén xin

di trd hi€h hda; va co’thé'dugc chag nhﬁn theo ty’sarZU,UUU ngdbi mé? ndm, trong
hé thdhg quota qudc gia."

NEU dddc VigtNam cho phep nhdfg aUdng @n n3y di cd thl * cd nghTa LF chddng trinh
- * .- . ’ A
se dddc banh trddng manh' cho vi&c ra di co trit tg; Ong Funseth noi .

ang Funseth noi L3 Ong clng aco yéu oA VigtNam s3p xd cho dudc phong van
“nhdng ngﬂb1 khac ma dddc chihh phd Hoa Ky ddc bidt quan t3m nhah dao" — mgt

cach “oll tién cao nh3t" vi ho L& ¢ong dan Hoa Ky,



3ng noi rang. - td ngdy v1€c Lam thJ tyc cho ra di trong trat td'duBc tiep n31 td
mua thu ndm 1987, sau 20 tthg tam ngung bdi nh3 trdc trdch V1etNam, thi ¢ 32
ngddi My™ df do% khol VietNam nhung v8n con 62 ngd3i chda ¥i dddc.

" Ching t8i hy vong nhd chdé trach V1etNam s€ mau chdng d?’ cho s¥ ngﬂB1 MY cdn
lai duwc ra di cang sdm cdhg hay."

- e . -~ ’ ‘. [N -
Sau cung Ong Funseth noi L3 Ong dubic "phan khéi'" La trong nhsag thing g¢3n ddy
V1etNam da cang tac trong v1ec thu xep cho ra di ngay nhi&u trdéng hép nhah dao
khan cdp vi ly' do chda bEhh. " Chuhg t®i mong s’ dap dhg ndy s€ tidp tuc. "



Chdong Trinh RadiTrong Trit Ty (0DP). €udc thaa thudn gid:-UNHCR va chinh phd
ViétNam niym 1979, ODP Giup cho nhdng ngdd'l \hetNam cd thé‘n nhi3n & hi ngoai
dddc do3n tu trnng an toan m3 khai phai ra di Lan tron khdi V'li'tNam b3ng dddng
b3 hay dU'dng bidh (thuy@n nh&n).

sang ki2n .né'm 1984 cua Téhg ThBhg Reagen v& cdc t®nhin traj cai tao vi W cit
em My Lai ¥ mBt chddng trinh song phudng gii?f-l-loa Ky vi VigtNam, di song song
vdi chung trinh da phuchg 0DP, Lién h& td} taf o2 cdc ndd cho ty, nan #8ng Dddng
didc dinh cd,

- L ~ . Iy A - ey 2
Ngay hom trdéc Ong Funseth di g8p mdt phdi do3n dai dign chidh phd Vigtham trong
sali tidhg ddng hd d&’ thao ludn rigng V¥ chubing tr?nh_song phding gida Hoa Xy vd
ViftNam.,

Va1 tro cda ODP, Ong Funseth no'l, t1ep theo sJ v1ec cde thuyen nhan ra 01 wpt
tang thém td d3u nam 1987, "La1 cang th1et yeu ngay nay hdn bao gid het "

po dé, mat dieu "da’c b1et quan trong" 13 3% 3 mgi ph1a Lign he -~ Ca0 Uy Ty, Nan,
Cdng Hoa XFHQ\ \hetNam va cde ntad doff nhén ty nan of mé’t tai bu‘b1 tham khd’o -
xaé nhan lan nua d1é‘u cam k&t vdi obP da’babd dah L "trong nhdng thang tdi day
nhi#u ngddI V1etNam nda se dv)dc phép ddl ViftNam mot cdch cd tr3t td ¥3 an todn,"
Ong Funseth no%.

Ong Funseth noi rdng Hoa Ky d& trao cho Viétnam danh sfch e trdn 100,000 ngddi
d& ddde c2p ThY Giod ThiBu (LOI) cfa Hoa Ky d& dddc djnh cb theo digh 0OP.

"ed ngan nguch vidtNam cé Thd Gid} Thigu o a0 td cdch di cd ¢F LT thin nhdn gin
va co thé du\;fc nhdn ngay by gid, m3 khong phdi n¥m trong hg thbhg quota quﬁc gia
cho di trd hay ty, nan,” Ong Funseth néi. "Gan 50,000 nng‘J dute hlIOng ddn xin

di trd hién hUu, vF co’ thé’ dude chig nhan theo t)/sa 20,000 ngdbi m61 ndh, trong

hé thdhg quota qudt gia."

N2u dddc VigtNam r.ho phep nhxﬁg ddéng ddn nay di e thi " cd nghTd LT chdang trinh
s dude banh trddng manh" cho v1ec ra di co trﬁt td Ong Funseth noi .

- x> — - . a 4 4
Ong funseth not L3 Ong cling 44" co’ yéu cal VigtNam s3p x3p cho dde phdhg van
"nhd;g ngdz_'i khdc m3 dude chifih phd Hoa Ky dde biét guan t3m nhah dpo™ — mpk
cach “ub tign cao nh3t" vi hg L& cdng din Hoa Ky,

Ong ndi rang. s td ngdy vie Lam thd tye cho 'ra di trong trat td du‘Bc t'lep n31 t\l
mua thu ndm 1987, sau 20 tha'ng tam ngdhg bdi nh¥ trde trdch \HetNam, thi"ch 32
ngudi My ~dfdoh khol VietNam nhuing Va0 con 62 ngd3i chda di ddde.

. , , §

" Ching téi hy vgng nhd chud trach ViftNam s& mau thdng o cho s¥ ngb'ﬁi My ¢dn
' . -

Lai dutfc ra di cang sdm cang hay.'

"phi‘r: kha‘i" \& trong nha?lg thing gdn ady

Sau cung 6ng Funseth noi 1§ Ong dutic N
y nhi!ﬁ trddng hép nh3n dao

\hetNam da cang tac trong vifc thu 8¢ cho ra & nga
khan cap vi ly' do chda b“nh. " Chuhg t® mong su dap \Jhg niy s¢ tidp tuc,

ROBERT FUNSETH
Senor Deputy Assistant Secretary
of Siate

Bureau of Relugee Programs
Department ol Slate {202) 647-4810
Washington, D.C.. 20520 (202) 647-5822
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