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It will also urge the government to allow Korean and
Chinese firms Lo deal directly.

“Wc will seck a cautious yet gradual improvement in its
commercial ties with China. As 11 stands now, sudden
mreakthrough 1n the relations with the Communist
country is unlikely,” a KFTA official said.

The Korea Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI)
recently signed a business cooperation arrangement with
the Hungarian Chamber of Commerce, the first with an
East-bloc country.

Encouraged by the agreement, KCCL will try (o cement
privale-level irade links with China.

It plans lo rcorganize a task force at its Intcrnational
Trade Department (o rescarch trade with China, and will
also strengthen research on China through the Korea
Economic Research Center,

The Korea Commercial Arbitration Board (KCAB) has
begun studying the commercial arbitration system of
China to prepare for trade disputes in the future,

The Korea Trade Promotion Corp. {(KOTRA) will soon
reorganize its spccial-region trade section into an inde-
pendent body 1o focus on Chinese affairs.

[t will publish a booklet on thc Chinese economic sysiem
next month 10 help domestic traders.

The nation’s big-name conglomerates are in high gear to
prepare for direct trade with China.

Samsung Co. has upgraded its Hong Kong-based branch
officc wnto a locally incorporated body in a “warming-
up" gesture.

It has also begun Chinese-language courses for its stalff,

Hvundai. Lucky-Goldstar, and Sunkvong will set up new
bodies responsible for China and expand existing orga-
nizatrons.

The most promising Korean ecxport items te China
include color TV sets, refrigerators, sundry goods. tires,
machinery products, steel and fertilizers.

Among the likely import items from China are coal,
grains and other raw materials.

In a rccent reponrt, the Korea Institute for Economics and
Technology (KIET; said Korean and Chinese concerns
need to sign private trade agreements to expand (wo-way
radc.

A joint-venture with a third country will also help
Korean concerns enter China. it said,
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KIET said Chinese imports from (he West expanded at
an average annual raic of 16.9 percent between 1978 and
1985, and exports at a rate of [7.7 percent.

The Chinese government projects its gross national
product {GNP) 10 grow 5.5 percent annually between
now and 2000 1o $800.

It 15 planning 1o expand its infyasiructure, which could
provide Korean contractors an opportunily to advance
into China, the report said.

However, the KIET report is skeptical that trade with
China will expand rapidly in the foreseeablc luture.

Beijing remains fearful of the Soviet Union and is
expecled Lo avoid any move that risks making north
Korea a second Vietnam—a pro-Soviel state in China’s
traditional sphere of influence.

China 1s a lucrative and promising market for Korea.
However, 1t should be approached in a practical and
caulious manner, the report said.

Government Ends Ban on Import of Bloc Music
SK220251 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English
22Jan 88 p I

[Text] The Culture-Information Ministry has decided to
allow the import of reeords produced by Soviet-bloc
countries in an effort to expedite cultural exchange with
those nations before the Seou! Olympics.

Ministry officials said the local reproduction of disks
carrying music pieces produced after the Bolshevik Rev-
olution in 1917 would become possible through duc
liccnsing.

They said reproduction of other than the *“pure” music-
for-music works, however, would still remain under ban.
So far, records of classical music which were writlen
before the Russian revolution have been legally copied in
the country.

Under the ministerial decision, the officials said, local
record manufacturers may set up license contracts
directly with East European countries for the reproduc-
tion of records without using agents in third countries.

They said the government was ready Lo introduce the
culture and art of the Soviel-bloc countries amd the
latter’s move to participate in the Seoul Glympic Games
this summer.
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Assembly Focuses on Beef Imports, Trade
SK210307 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English
21 Jan 88 p 1

[Text] Deputy Prime Minister-Economic Planning Min-
ister Chong In-yong said yesterday that it was “inescap-
able” 1o bring in U.S. beef for hotel use due to long-
standing pressure.

In a 1estimony before parliament, he said, *We are
persuading Americans Lo assuage Lheir mounting pres-
sure on the ground that Korea’s cattle prices are very
low. But it is inescapable to import beef only for hotel
use.”

When hc cited as the cause for the beef imponrts the facts
that the country is hosting the Olympics and is the 12th
largest trader, lawmakers booed him, some shouting for
his dismissal as the chief economic policy-maker.

His remarks immediately brought about the suspension
of the plenary session.

Prior to the lull, he disclosed that the government would
finance the setup of a labor research institute under the
cosponsorship of the private business sector to map out
preventive sieps for labor-management disputes.

Turning 10 the prospect of South Korea’s trade ties with
China, he said Seoul is pushing the establishment of a
trade office in Beijing for direct trade with the populous
country.

Trade between the two nations, which have no official
links, is under way on an indirect basis, mainly through
Hong Kong.

Prime Minisier Kim Chong-yol foresaw that trade with
the Soviet Union, China and other Communist states
would grow “remarkably” after the Summer Olympies.
He said that indirect trade with the East Bloc has been on
a sleady gain since an open-door policy in June 1973.

Both ruling and oppmsition lawmakers focused their
interpellations on government countersteps on trade
conflict with the United States, rising prices and huge
debts incurred by farmers and fishermen.

Six Assemblymen took the podium 10 inquire economic
issues which also included expansion of trade with China
and other East bloc nations.

Kim Chong-in of the ruling Democratic Justice Party
urged the administration to devise effective means 1o
prevent labor strikes around the coming spring.

The professor-turned legislator, now an economic aide Lo
No Tae-u, called for *fundamental solutions™ to trade
problems involving the Unitcd States and other devel-
oped countries rather than sticking to current issues.
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*A fundamental shift in the way of thinking and bchav-
ior is necessary for us to run the economy as the world’s
121h largest trading nation,” he said.

Yi Yong-chun of the Reunification Democratic Party
accented the peed to unveil all financial scandals involv-
ing governmenl officials and “unreasonable™ bank-
ruptcy of several business groups during the present
administration.

Attributing inflation 10 *money offensive™ by the ruling
camp during the presidential election campaigns. he
claimed that the goernment should be held responsible.

He maintained that the imports of Amernican beef,
“aimed 1o benefit U.S. caltle-raisers,” would starve
Korean farmers indebted up (o their neck.

He renewed a most popular demand during any Assem-
bly sessions on economic matiers for the slash in enor-
mous deficits in trade with Japan.

Choe Myong-hun of the DJP hoped for the establish-
meni of joint ventures with China and Korean firms’
subsidiaries in the Communist giant as wcell as an infor-
mation center in Seoul.

He recommended that the government devclop the
country’s continental shelves and overseas reserves as
part of securing inevitable energy sources and strategic
materials.

Song Hyon-sop of the Party for Pcace and Democracy
argued that at least 3 billion won (approximately $3.750
million) was distributed for campaigns of the presiden-
tial candidates.

“The corrupt electioneering pushed the growth rate of
currency to 2 monthly high of 29.5 percent tm Decem-
ber,” he noted.

Yun Yong-tak of the RDP said that economic policies
should be reoriented for the substantial welfare of the
people, pointing out that the Korean econemy has so far
pursued only “‘gquantitative expansion.”

He demanded the independence of the central bank.
“The Bank of Korea chalked a deficit of 87 billion won
in its balance sheet last year. There are only (wo coun-
tries on the globe whose central hanks go red.™

Discusses Pak Chong-chol Case
SK220215 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 1n English
22Jan 88 pp 1. 3

[Text] Prime Minister Kim Chong-vol yesterday said the
government will take all possible steps (o prevent a
repeat of the “Pak Chong-chol™ case.
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Testifying before a plenary National Assembly session,
Kim said questioning of former police chief Kang Min-
chang will produce the whole truth of the cover-up
involving Pak’s torture-death a year ago.

Kang, direetor of the National Police Headquarters at
the time of Pak’s death, was arrested last week after he
was found to have had a role in the cover-up.

The premier denied opposition law-makers’ allegations
that several top government officials secretly met right
after Pak’s death to conspire to hide the true cause of his
death.

He made these apd other points in responding to ques-
tions from seven lawmakers on the third and last days of
cabinet interpellation.

Minister of Cullure and Information Yi Wung-hui said
the government did not interfere with the TV coverage
of the presidential election: last year.

The government will pcrmit new dailies to be created
when they meet legal requirements, he said.

It is too early to assess the impacl of trade unions on the
promotion of freedom of the press because they came
into existence very recently, he said.

Minister of Labor Affairs Yi Hon-ki said about 1,200
labor unions have been created since labor disputes last
summer.

Although labor and management are expected to have
disputes in the process of establishing their new rela-
tions, Yi said, the government will not offer guidelines
for wage increases.

The government will encourage them 1o settle their
disputes in a peaceful manner, he said.

As economic growth is expected to slow down to §
percent this year, he said, the nation’s unemployment
rate is expected to increase 10 3.7 percent from last year’s
3.3 percent.

Taking the floor first, Rep. Pak Sil of the Party for Peace
and Democracy [PPH] claimed there are “hidden crim-
inais” in the controversial “Pak case.”

He urged the government to identify the high-ranking
government officials who, he said, secretly met 1o plot a
cover-up right after his death.

He also asked what was discussed and what instructions
were given to the police.

The PPD lawmaker also claimed the outcome of the Dec.
1 6 presidential election was manipulated by computer so
that the ruling party candidate won.
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He demanded a thorough probe by a government audit-
ing agency into compulcr-tabulating of the election
returns.

Pak also called on the government 1o identify the people
who, he said, stayed at Seoul’s Tower Hotel during the
campaign to direct a smear eampaign against the oppo-
sition candidates.

He urged the government 1o prevent police abuses such
as detaining suspects without arrest warrants.

He proposed a public security council be set up to ensure
the police’s political neutrality.

Rep. Yu Sang-ho of the Democratic Justice Party
demanded a trial and punishment for Kim Hyon-hui,
who blew up KAL Flight 858 last November.

He said the opinions of the general public and bereaved
families should be respected.

Any special leniency, such as her release without trial,
will neither benefit the country nor help relieve the
sorrows of the bereaved families, he said.

Rep. Kim Chong-su of RDP claimed that prosecutors
failed to conduct a thorough investigation into the Pak
torture case because of “outside pressure.”

On the outcome of prosecution’s recent re-investigation
into the cover-up scandal, Kim charged the government
with hiding the truth instead of trying 1o bring it to light.

He demanded invocation of a “parliamentary right” to
look into the cover-up of the torture-death of the Seoul
National University student.

Rep. Kim Hyon-eha of DJP called for a crackdown on
child-kidnapping, murders, rapes and other inhumane
crimes, which she said terrify people.

Rep. Yi Chae-ok of the RDP protested widespread
oppression of the labor movement, which he said
resumed last October.

The opposition lawmaker said labor unions should be
promoted to solve chronic labor-management conflicts.

He asked if the government has prepared steps to cope
with anticipated massive anti-U.S. protests because of
mounting trade pressure on Korea.

Rep. Hong U-chun of the DJP questioned security at the
nations’ international airports in connection with the
KAL bombing.

He noted that Kim Sung-il, key partner in the incident,
visited Seoul in September 1984 using a forged passport.
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Rep. Cho Yong-chik of the New Democratic Republican
Party questioned the possibility of the police and the
prosecution plotting to cover up the “Kwon In-suk
scandal” as they did the Pak case.

Chon Speaks on Reunification, Reconciliation
SK220743 Seoul YONHAP in English
0726 GMT 22 Jan 88

[Text] Seoul, Jan. 22 (YONHAP)»—South Korean Pres-
ident Chon Tu-hwan predicted Friday that the divided
Korean peninsula may achieve peaceful reunification
around the end of this century, underscoring what he
termed as the waves of changes flowing slowly along the
bottom of the recent inter-Korean dialogues.

He said that while the inter-Korean dialogue remains
suspended, North Korea’s brutal maneuvers aimed at
disrupting the Seoul Olympic games have now created
serious tension on the Korean peninsula,

However, Chon stressed, the ever-growing aspirations of
the Korean people for reunification and the remarkable
growth of South Korea’s national strength will be a
driving force to shatter the wall of artificial division and
build a reunified democratic state.

Addressing a rally for national reconciliation and dem-
ocratic reunification, Chon called on the nation 10 move
forward and put an end to the decades of tension,
disbelief, and confrontation and open a new era of peace,
reconciliation and reunification on the basis of firm
eonviction.

Chon, denouncing North Korea’s bombing last Novem-
ber of a South Korean airliner with 115 people aboard as
a heinous atrocity unprecedented in the history of
humanity, promised his utmost efforts to censure the
North’s recklessness and punish them in the most effi-
cient way during the remainder of his tenure.

Chon is to step down on Feb. 24 after a single seven-year
term marking the first peaceful change of government in
the eountry’s 40-year constitutional history.

Chon stressed that South Korea has consolidated its
practical capabilities and foundation for its leading role
in achieving national reunification. We will find our-
selves on the shortcut toward a reunified democratic
state after completing the national tasks of the peaceful
change of government and the successful hosting of the
Olympic games, he added.

Addresses Counterespionage Council
SK220239 Seou! THE KOREA TIMES in English
22Jan 88 p 2

[Text] President Chon Tu-hwan yesterday urged tht
establishment of a combined regional defense system,
Joined by civilians and military personnel, to effectively
cope with the growing danger of armed North Korean
provocations in the face of the Olympics.
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Speaking 1o an annual session of the counter-espionage
operations council at Chonwadae. President Chon
stressed “*All people must be fully prepared to smash any
North Korean provocations aimed at disrupting the
Seoul Olympics.”

“North Korea has been isolated from the international
society for its uncompromising and anachronistic line
appealing to force of arms for solution of conflicts,
Therefore, its adventurism may be further intensified in
the days ahead,” Chon said.

Yesterday's session was attended by Prime Minister Kim
Chong-yol, relevant Cabinet members, and about 200
security-related officials and military commanders,

In an address President Chon called for the training of
specialized manpower to protect major athletic facilities
and public establishments from possible sabotages by the
North Korean Communists around the time of the Seoul
Olympics.

The President said that all people should combine efforts
to smash attempts by leftist elements to disrupt the
liberal democratic system, capitalizing on the transition
of government.*

He assured that the country would join the ranks of
economically advanced nations if it successfully com-
pletes summer Olympics after the peaceful change of
government.

President Chon noted that political and social instability
was a major ingredient undermining the nationat secu-
rity, which in turn was a good temptation to North
Korean provocations.

RDP Leaders Disagree on Opposition Merger
SK210319 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English
21 Jan 88 p 2

[Text] Moves for opposition integration have been
thrown into confusion as the two major opposition
parties and minor groups stuck to their different formu-
las.

Some senior members of the opposition Party for Peace
and Democracy [PPD] yesterday called for an “uncon-
ditional” merger with its rival Reunification Democratic
Party before the parliamentary elections.

They include former PPD vice president Yang Sun-chik
and Yu Chi-yon, and Reps. Chang Ki-uk, Kim Hyong-su
and Kim Song-sik.

They invited three other former PPD vice presidents Yi
Chung-chae, No Song-hwan and Yi Yong-hui to a break-
fast meeting at a downtown hotel yesterday. They
exchanged views on the party’s position on the opposi-
tion merger.
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The three former vice presidents are in charge of nego-
tiating with dissident figures for their entry into the
party.

In the meeting, the five members told the invited party
colleagues that PPD head Kim Tae-chung’s proposal for
a merger among the PPD, the RDP and the dissident
forces on an equal basis was an unrealistic approach.

They claimed that the two parties led by the two Kims
should unite “‘unconditionally” and then accept the
dissident forces into a unified opposition party, thus to
ensure an opposition victory in the upcoming general
elections.

*An outline for the opposition merger should be decided
on by the end of this month,” they said.

Otherwise, they will leave the opposition PPD to posi-
tively continue their efforts for the opposition integra-
tion as independents, they threatened.

The future course of political action of the five senior
PPD members from neutral Kyonggi and Chungchong
provinces are attracting attention from political circles
as they have been offered by the RDP tolreturn to it.

Kim Yong-sam’s RDP, rejecting the PPD leader’s pro-
posal for a three-way merger, has repeatedly called for
“individual re-entry” of PPD members to the RDP.

The RDP president said that a considerable number of
PPD lawmakers will return to the party “sooner or
later.”

Meanwhile, Rep. Yi Chol, spokesman for the five inde-
pendent lawmakers promoting opposition unity, yester-
day called for a joint meeting between the two parties
and themselves to discuss the opposition integration.

In a statement, Rep. Yi said, ““The two parties should
immediately accept our proposal for a joint meeting if
they really intend to realize opposition integration.”

But the call was ignored by the RDP, which the five
junior lawmakers once belonged to.

They are moving to form their own party and run for the
National Assembly in Seoul in case the opposition fails
to achieve unity before the general ¢lections.

In a related development, 53 dissident figures, including
Prof. Yi Mun-yong, Rev. Mun Tong-hwan and lawyer Yi
Tong-myong, who are also seeking an opposition alli-
ance, called for sincere efforts of the two major opposi-
tion parties for unification.
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RDP, PPD Relationship ‘Further Soured’
SK220243 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English
22Jan 88 p 2

[Text] Reunification Democratic Party president Kim
Yong-sam yesterday told his deputies to be cautious in
making remarks on the question of an opposition inte-
gration.

The call was made in a meeting with key post holders
yesterday at the head office of the party.

In a background briefing, RDP spokesman Kim Tae-
yong said, “The party president issued the ‘shut-your-
mouth® guideline to the party members in order not to
project to the people an image of the opposition in
disarray.

The spokesman reiterated, however, that the Party for
Peace and Democracy [PPD], which broke away previ-
ously from the RDP, must be disbanded and that all
PPD members must return to the RDP.

There was a bitter exchange of criticism between senior
members of the two major opposition parties over the
issue of opposition unification early this week.

PPD president Kim Tae-chung criticized the RDP for
reversing its official position on the medium-size con-
stituency system from the small, one-lawmaker-per con-
stituency system.

He lambasted the RDP for *“colluding with the ruling
camp” to isolate and divide his PPD.

An RDP vice president had leaked to the press that
“several PPD lawmakers™ will soon bolt the PPD to
rejoin the RDP,

The press information further soured the relationship
between the RDP and PPD.

Rival Parties at Odds Over Scandal Cover-up
SK220153 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English
22Jan 88 p 1

[Text] Rough sailing is expected for the current National
Assembly extraordinary session as the main opposition
party decided to boycott the standing committee forum
and the partisan talk on the revision of the general
elections law.

The decision came when the ruling party turned down a
tenacious call by the Reunification Democratic Party for
the invocation of a parliamentary right to investigate a
cover-up in the controversial torture-killing of a college
student.

Whether or not the decision will take effect depends on
the outcome of another round of meetings between the
floor leaders of the two rival parties today.
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In two rounds of talks with Yi Tae-sun of the DJP
veslerday, RDP’s Kim Hyon-hyu called for the parlia-
mentary action, maintaining that repeated probes by the
prosecution have not been effective in clearing up “pub-
lic suspicion.”

He said he was convinced that “higher government
officials™ were involved in the cover-up of police brutal-
ity, along with the police ehief.

Ex-national police director Kang Min-chang was
arrested last week for his alleged role following the
confession by a coroner that the chief of police directed
him t conceal his findings of torture.

Despite denial by the prosecution, opposition legislators
charged in yesterday’s interpellation of the administra-
tion that senior officials from the Agency for National
Securily Planning, prosecution and other government
agencies should be held responsible for their alleged
“conspiracy™ in the scandal.

In separate moves, Kim Yong-sam’s RDP and archrival
Kim Tae-chung’s party for Peace and Democracy [PPD]
motioned for the invocation of the parliamentary rights,
as stipulated in the Constitution but never effectuated as
yet.

The PPD, however, will take issue with the ““typical
immoral incident™ of the incumbent government during
standing committee sessions rather than sabotage the
House panels.

Yet it excluded the Judiciary Committee from the seven
sessions which it plans Lo attend in an effort to interrupt
the review of a DJP-proposed bill on the treatment of
former heads of state, particularly oulgoing President
Chon Tu-hwan.

Oddly enough, both the RDP and the PPD joined hands
with each other in presenting separate resolutions in the
names of 5| RDP and 28 PPD member parliamentari-
ans, calling for the formation of a special probe squad.

The resolutions urged the Assembly to organize a com-
bined ad hoe body with the same number of members
from the ruling and the opposition camps to drown any
“lingering suspicions.”

Terming the torture-death of collegian Pak Chong-chol
as an “inhumane incident, engineered by the govern-
ment authorities, and seldom found in a civilized soci-
ely, they emphasized the urgent necessity to relieve the
general public of further suspicion.

In the meantime, the government party accused the RDP
of neglecting the “pressing need” to tackle various pend-
ing issues including the revision of the Parliamentary
Elections Law.
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DIJP spokesman Yi Min-sop said in a statement, “The
RDP should no longer capitalize on the Pak case for the
sake of party interests in the face of the upcoming
parliamentary elections.”

Kim Tae-chung Attacks RDP Constituency Plan
SK210137 Seow! THE KOREA HERALD in English
21 Jan 88 p 2

[Text] Kim Tae-chung, president of the Party for Peace
and Democracy [PPD], yesterday attacked the Reunifi-
cation Democratic Party for its formula of a medium
consliluency system regarding the coming National
Assembly election.

“The RDP is cooperating with the ruling party 1o per-
manently remain the first party,” said Kim. The PPD is
insisting on a small eonstituency system, while the RDP
proposes that two to four lawmakers be picked in each
constituency.

Meanwhile, PPD spokesman An Tong-son rejected RDP
leader Kim Yong-sam’s suggestion for a meeting
between the two Kims to diseuss the merger of the two
parties.

Instead, An proposed a three-way meeting involving the
two Kims and leaders of out-of-partiament groups.

He also rebuffed the RDP’s proposal that the PPD be
disbanded and its lawmakers return to the RDP.

The PPD was inaugurated last December when Kim
Tae-chung and his deputies bolied from the Kim Yong-
sam-led RDP.

Kim Tae-chung Considering PPD Convention
SK210909 Seoul YONHAP in English
0856 GMT 21 Jan 88

[Text] Seoul, Jan. 2t (YONHAP}—Kim Tae-chung,
president of the opposition Party for Peace and Democ-
racy [PPD], is considering a plan to convene a national
party convenlion early next month in a bid to rc-
establish the future direction of the party and seek its
unity, a source close 1o the opposition leader said Thurs-
day.

The convention will follow Kim'’s recruiting of a number
of people outside 1he political system as party members
with the work expected to be completed by the end of
this month, the source added. Kim has strong support
among political dissidents,

Kim’s plan for the party convention, during which PPD
delegates are expected to determine whether Kim should
stay in the party leadership, follows a statement issued
Wednesday by five ranking PPD lawmakers calling for a
merger of the opposition camps. PPD Vice President
Yang Sun-chik was among the five lawmakers who said
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they would either leave the parly, join another opposi-
tion party or retire from politics unless there is some
possibility of a unified opposition.

It is understood that Kim Tae-chung is willing 10 take a
back seat if his party delegaies at the national convention
desire for him tm step aside, the source said, adding that
the PPD president appears 1o have no intention of
running for a seat in the general elections. The opposi-
tion parties maintain that the eleetions should be held in
March or April while the ruling camp favors February.

Kim Tae-chung, who garned 27 pereent of the vole in the
presidential election last December, placed third behind
rival opposition candidate Kim Yong-sam, president of
the Reunification Democratie Party, who won 28 per-
cent. The two Kims faced sharp critieism after the Dec.
16 presidential election for splitting the opposition vote
against No Tae-u of the ruling party who won the
election with 37 percent of the vole.

The source also referred to the possibility that the
projecled meeting of parly delegates will diseuss the
issue of reunifying the opposition camps, a move cur-
rently being sought by a group of PPD lawmakers.
Besides the five, a committee for the promotion of the
unified opposition has also been formed by some PPD
lawmakers.

The source added, however, that the dominant view
among PPD members is thal the party needs to be
strengthened and streamlined by allowing dissidents to
join the party so that it will be fully prepared for the
parliamentary elections.

Meanwhile, high-level PPD officials reportedly plan to
persuade the five lawmakers who are calling for efforts to
unify the opposition parties nol to bolt from the party.

DJP To Screen Candidates for Elections
SK216G12} Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English
21 Jan 88 p 20

[Text] The ruling Democratic Justice Party is consider-
ng starting a review of its candidates for the coming
parliamentary elections from next week.

Party chairman Chae Mun-sik indicated yesterday that
his party will start nomination works soon, withoul
regard to the ongoing negotiations on the National
Assembly Election Law.

He said, “The work of selecting DJP candidates for the
election shouldn’t be delayved indefimitely.”

The DJP originally had planned to choose its eandidates
for the |3th term Assembly afler negotiations have been
finished on revising the Assembly Election Law.
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However, the negotiations have made little progress so
far because of 1he conflicting interests among the rival
political parties.

The ruling DJP accepted open applications for the
candidacy early this monih.

Meanwhile, Chae remarked that a review commission
will be made up of people “who are well qualified in
every respect.”

Home Affairs Ministry Gives New Year’s Policy
SK210133 Seou! THE KOREA HERALD in English
2l Jan 88 p 2

[Text] The Ministry of Home Affairs vyesterday
announced it intends to implement Jocal self-govern-
ment in cities, counties and wards during the first half of
this year and will delegate much of its administrative
power to the local governments.

The ministry also said it plans to set up a 13,000-
member Olympic security corps in April to protect for
Olympic-related installations.

In a briefing to President Chon Tu-hwan, Minister Yi
Sang-hui said his agency will organize a nationwise
campaign for street order and will make streets and
roads clean in anticipation of an influx of foreigners
during the 1988 Seoul Olympies.

The ministry will also push ahead with plans to imple-
ment local self-government in basic administrative units
by June this year, Yi said.

But the action will be delayed, probably until after the
Olympics, if parliamentary elections are held in late
March of April, a ministry spokesman said.

Currently, the ruling party wants to conduct national
Assembly elections next month, while the opposition
insists they be held in April.

Earlier, the ruling Democratic Justice Party had said
elections 1o form local councils would be held in 236
areas during the first half of this year.

In preparation for the implementation of local auiono-
my, Minister Yi satd administrative power in 550 cate-
gories will be delegated to local agencies by the central
government.

A new tax may be created 1o finance ward-level councils.

As to the Olympics Games, the ministry said an Olympic
security corps of 13,000 policemen will be set up April 1.

The corps will guard some 280 Olympic-related facili-
ties, including 12 compelition sites, athletes and press
villages and tourist hotels.
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The ministry also announced plans to speed up efforts to
transform the semi-official Saemaul (New Community)
Movement into a purely civic organization in the inter-
ests of rural inhabitants.

The far the movement has heavily relied on financial
assistance from the government.

The ministry said that in keeping with the democratiza-
tion of the nation it will take steps to improve the rights
of criminals and abolish police abuse.

National police have been heavily criticized for numer-
ous abuses of the rights of suspects in recent months, The
1op police agency, national Police Headquariers, comes
under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Other highlights of the ministry's policy for the new year
follow:

—Motorists will be obliged to wear seat belts on all
roads. Currently, seat belts are required only on express-
ways and car-only roads.

—Taejon City will be placed under the central govern-
ment, instead of the Chungchongnam-do government.

Chon Orders Crackdown on Stockpiling Goods
SK210243 Seou!l THE KOREA TIMES in English
21 Jan 88 p 2

[Text] President Chon Tu-hwan yesterday instructed the
Home Ministry to launch a crackdown on the cornering
of goods and production of substandard food, liable to be
prevalent around the Lunar New Year holiday season.

The President also told the Home Ministry officials to be
more faithful in conducting their duties for the orderly
change of government and the successful staging of the
September Olympics.

While receiving a joint briefing on this vear’s policy
business programs from the Ministry of Home Affairs
and Education at Chongwadae, President Chon stressed
that all ministries should further strengthen cooperation
among them so as to ensure the smooth transition of
government, scheduled for next month.

Government Seeks Support Measures for Farmers
SK220247 Seou! THE KOREA TIMES in English
22Jan 88 p |

[Text] The government is seeking measures to suppott
domestic livestock and tobacco farmers against probable
damages resulting from the wider opening of local mar-
kets to U.S. beef and cigarettes.

NORTHEAST ASIA

A government source said yesterday that the government
will buy all the beef cattle farmers hope 10 sell if priees
fall due to the import of U.S. beef and keep the price at
the tevel prior to import liberalizatiop.

Now beef cattle is priced at 1,080,000 won per 400-
kilogram head.

Fifty billion won will be initially put aside for a cattle
purchase fund from the livestock promotion fund.

The government will coliect profits from the importation
of beef and taxes on the export of automobiles, electronic
goods and other manufactured goods mainly sold on
U.S. markets as additional fund to compensate for the
damages 1o livestock and tobacco farmers.

Value-added tax imposed on imponation of feed grains
will be abolished to help livestock farmers save feeding
costs and the government will pour more budget into the
formation of grassland.

Tobacco farmers will be encouraged to convert from
tobacco farming to other crops, providing loans carrying
low interest rates to those who make the change.

The Korean Monopoly Corp. will actively seek the
exportation of tobacco leaves to keep the purchase
volume of leaves from farmers to the current level even
if sales of imported cigarettes increase.

Decision To Abolish Artistic Censorship Laws
SK210223 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English
2t Jan 88 p 2

[Text] The government and the ruling Democratic Jus-
tice Party yesterday decided to do away with the censor-
ship on scenarios of performing arts.

The decision was made at a policy consultation meeting
between the administration and the DJP held at the
party headquarters, with Culture-Information Minister
Yi Wung-Hui attending.

To this end, they will abolish the current laws governing
performance arts, filming and disc production during the
National Assembly session.

The laws will be replaced by new statutes.

During the meeting, they agreed to positively consider
lifting the ban on the works of writers who were
abducted to North Korea during the Korean War.

The government has recently released poems by Chong
Chi-yong from the 1hree decade-old ban.
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Cambodia

Hun Sen-Sihanouk Second Round of Talks End

Sihanouk Proposes Interim Government
OW220833 Tokyo KYODO in English 0826 GMT
22 Jan 88

[Text] Paris, Jan. 21 KYODO—Kampuchean resistance
leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk proposed Thursday to
form an interim eoalition government with Phnom Penh
to end nine years of civil war in the second round of talks
with Prime Minister Hun Sen of the Vietnam-backed
government in Phnom Penh.

For his part, Hun Sen set forth a new timetable for
withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea
within 24 months after a politiecal agreement is reached
instead of initially proposed 30 months.

The two leaders promised to eonsider new proposals
made by both sides until their next meeting to be held in
North Korean capital of Pyongyang in April.

The proposals were revealed after two-day talks held in
the Paris suburb of Saint Germain-en-Laye.

According to sources elose to Hun Sen, Sihanouk
expressed his readiness to form an interim government
with Vietnam-installed Phnom Penh regime if a definite
timetable for early withdrawal of the estimated 140,000
Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea is presented.

Sihanouk, however, demanded the dissolution of the
Heng Samrin government as a precondition for a possi-
ble coalition government, sources said.

This was the first time that Sihanouk, head of a three-
party resistance movement, hinted his separate move
from the Chinese-backed Khmer Rouge and followers of
the noncommunist Son Sann.

Hun Sen rejected dissolution of the Heng Samrin gov-
ernment but promised he will give his answer 1o the
proposal for the coalition government at the next talks.

Meanwhile, Hun Sen proposed a new 24-month timeta-
bie for withdrawal of Vietnamese troops in three stages
from Kampuchea on condition that the Khmer Rouge be
excluded from the three-party resistance coalition,
according to an aide close to Sihanouk.

Hun Sen previously suggested a 30-month time frame for
withdrawal.

Sihanouk promised to think over Hun Sen’s plan for
withdrawal of Vietnamese troops, saying it was difficult
to exclude Khmer Rouge from his coatition, the aide
said.

SOUTHEAST ASIA 2 |

The Khmer Rouge, the largest group of the three-party |
coalition, is responsible for a three-year reign of terror in
Kampuchea, which led to the Vietnamese military intru- °
sion in December 1978. 3

The latest Sihanouk-Hun Sen talks followed three days |
of discussions held in Paris in December.

Sihanouk plans to leave Paris for talks with Chinese ‘-
leaders in Beijing next week.

Hun Sen, leaving here in a few days, will meet with |
Soviet and Vietnamese leaders in Moscow and Hanoi, 1
respectively, on his way home to Phnom Penh.

Future of Khmer Rouge Discussed
PM221110 Paris LE MONDE in French
22Jan 88 p 5

[Jean-Claude Pomonti report: “Prince Sihanouk Pro-
poses to Hun Sen the Formation of a Government
Without the Khmer Rouge™’]

[Text] Prince Sihanouk and Phnom Penh Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen had their second and final day of talks on
Thursday, 21 January in Henri IV lodge in Saint-Ger-
main-eh-Laye. They made plans to meet again in North
Korea in April. At Prince Sihanouk’s suggestion, more
sessions are planned later in France and then in India.

Who will rid Cambodia of the Khmer Rouge? Equipped
by China, the perpetrators of the genocide still have a
guerrilla force of some 30,000 men which does not hit
the headlines because it cannot match up to the 100,000
Vietnamese and also because it has devoted more
energy—since the start of dialogue between the prince
and Phnom Penh—to political penetration than to laying
ambushes.

In B years, the Vietnamese Army has failed to eliminate
them. And there is no reason why it should succeed in
doing so by 1990—the date by which Hanoi has ptedged
to withdraw all its troops from Cambodia. What is more,
if there is a unilateral Vietnamese withdrawal without
securing anything in return, the Khmer Rouge would
probably make short work of the Phnom Penh army.

Mr Hun Sen virtually admitted this on Wednesday
during his first meeting with Prince Sihanouk, linking
the establishment of a timetable for the Vietnamese
withdrawal to “the elimination of the Khmer Rouge as a
military force,” according to Prince Rannarit, Norodom
Sihanouk’s spokesman and son.

“Hun Sen has even asked my father to eliminate the
Khmer Rouge. How can Prince Sihanouk be expected to
succeed where 140,000 Vietnamese have failed? That is
what my father told him,” Prince Rannarit added. In
other words, during difficult discussions that promise to
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be lengthy. Prince Sihanouk and Hun Sen still primarily
have to find an agreement likely to satisfy Beijing, to
ensure that the Chinese stop all aid to their proleges.

Hun Sen did not put forth any new offer on Wednesday.
He proposed that a political solution be followed by a
Vietnamese withdrawal spread over 30 months, which is
virtually the same as the timetable promised by the
Vietnamese for several years, because we are now in
January |988. He called for the formation of a coalition
government after elections held in the framework of the
“Democratie Republic” of Cambodia [title as pub-
lished]—the current Phnom Penh regime.

According to his son, Prince Sihanouk replied that he
still demands the “dismantling” of that democratic
republic and that he wants the formation of a “‘govern-
ment of national unity” before elections are heid. He was
“categorical” on two points, Prince Rannarit empha-
sized. But it was at this stage in the conversation that
Norodom Sihanouk produced a card whieh should have
a considerable influence on the coming negotiations.

First, he said that if the Phnom Penh “People’s Repub-
lic” is “dissolved,” he “would leave” the Democratic
Republic of which he is president, which is recognized by
the United Nations and which groups Mr Son Sann’s
front and the Khmer Rouge, in addition to Sihanouk’s
supporters. Along the same lines, he said that he was
prepared to form a two-party “provisional government”
with Hun Sen if the other two factions (Son Sann and the
Khmer Rouge) continue to refuse to join them. **I do not
intend to ask the other two parties to participate. It is up
to them to join us if they so desire,” he apparently said.

This is the first time that Prince Sihanouk has clearly
advocated a two-party rather than a four-party settle-
ment. This new fact places the ball back in the Hun
Sen-Vietnamese court, because it seems that Prince
Sihanouk does not rule out taking the existing Phnom
Penh administration as a basis for government. This
proposal for a “two-party provisional government™ with
the task of organizing internationally monitored elec-
tions, dominated Wednesday’s working session. Thurs-
day’s meeting will show whether Hun Sen already has
answers. And it wili show what those answers are,

Hun Sen Proposes Withdrawal Period
AU211603 Paris AFP in English 1537 GMT
21 Jan 88

[Excerpt] Saint-Germain-en-Laye, France, Jan 21
(AFP)}—Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen said
Thursday he had proposed the withdrawal of Vietnam-
ese forces from his country within two years during talks
here with former Cambodian monarch Prince Norodom
Sihanouk.
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Mr Hun Sen told reporters that on Wednesday he had
first proposed a 30-month deadline, before offering early
Thursday to draw up a withdrawal schedule of 24-
months.

He added that his government still demanded the dis-
mantling of the Khmer Rouge armed forces so that the
Khmer people could have “solid guarantees” for their
safety after the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops. [pas-
sage omitted]

Hun Sen Holds News Conference About Talks
BK220723 Hanoi VNA in English 0718 GMT
22 Jan 88

[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 22—On the afternoon of Jan. 21,
Chairman of the Kampuchean Council of Ministers Hun
Sen held in Saint-Germain-en-Laye a press conference
following his second meeting with Prince Sihanouk.
Dealing with the results of the two-day talks, Chairman
Hun Sen said:

“My second meeting with Prince Sihanouk has conclud-
ed. There is no communtique this time but this does not
mean that no progress has been made. Instead we have
made big headway. We discussed concrete questions,
many of which eould not be settled within a few hours.
We shall continue to discuss the remaining differences.

In the past two days we discussed five questions:

I. The timetable for the withdrawal of Vietnamese
troops from Kampuchea;

2. The establishment of a coalition government;

3. The future political system in Kampuchea;

4. The principles for an independent, neutral and non-
aligned Kampuchea; and

5. International guarantee and control.

Of the above five questions, we have reached agreement
on the 3rd, 4th and 5th which are fundamental issues,
contributing to the settlement of the other pending
questions namely:

A. The timetable for the troop withdrawal: At the meet-
ing vesterday 1 suggested it would be effected in 30
months. This morning I redueed the time to 24 months
after an agreement has been reached between the Kam-
puehean sides. You may ask why it would take so long.
But we are concerned about the danger posed by the
Khmer Rouge, so we are for the elimination of the Pol
Pot military forces because only then can there be a real
guarantee for the Kampuchean people after the Viet-
namese withdrawal.

On the timetable of the troop withdrawal there needs
more discussion.

B. On a coalition government, it can be said that the two
sides agreed on the need to set up a coalition government
and to have different political parties in Kampuchea.
Our viewpoint is that the coalition government is to be
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appointed after the general election in which all political
parties will be allowed 1o take part. The general election
will take place under international supervision.

The side of Prince Sihanouk, for its part, holds that the
coalition government is to be set up before the general
election. For our part, we hold that to demand the
‘dismantlement’ of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea
is not fair and reasonable. Here, there are two basic
problems. Firstly so long as the Khmer Rouge is still
poised for a return to power, 1o ‘dismantle’ the People’s
Republic of Kampuchea will create opportunity for them
to come back, (0 say nothing of the accompanying social
unrest. Secondly, for us to ‘dismantle’ the P.R.K. is not
different from committing suicide or letting others ride
roughshod over us. In such conditions, how can we talk
of a political solution which implies mutual concession
from both sides. The People’s Republic of Kampuchea
now is controlling all the Kampuchean territory. As for
the Khmer Rouge, they have not been able to gain an
inch of land on our territory. Now, if we dismantle our
administration and accept a coalition administration,
the other side will seize on the opportunity to bring the
whole of its military and political organization back to
Phnom Penh. We cannot accept a situation in which we
who have everything will have to relinquish everything.

We have put forward a fair and reasonable formula, that
is to retain the status quo of the forces of all sides, and
the armed forces of each side will stay where they are, to
set up an electoral committee to organise the general
election under international supervision. The national
assembly i1ssued from this election will draft a constitu-
tion of the Kampuchean state.

For our part, we shall continue considering Prince Siha-
nouk’s ideas about a coalition government. If the other
two parties refuse to take part, we shall have to see what
we should do for a provisional coalition government.
This issue will also be brought up for discussion in
Pyongyang™.

Asked about the Khmer Rouge, Chairman Hun Sen said:

“We are prepared to accept the political role of the
Khmer Rouge, excluding the ringleaders of the Pol Pot
clique. We are for ‘dismantling’ not ‘abolishing’ its
military organization™,

“To eliminate the Khmer Rouge force, there must be
combined measures of all who have fears about the Pol
Pot clique, and the combined forces of the people and
the international community who abhor the crimes of
the Pol Pot clique. [t is regrettable that we have been the
only one, with Vietnam’s assistance to fight against the
Pol Pot clique, while those who have expressed fear
about Pol Pot have done nothing. If they really do not
want their return, they should cooperate with us. The
ironical thing is that they hate Pol Pol and they also hate
us and condemn our fight against him".

SOUTHEAST ASIA

Koy Buntha Sends Greeting to Lao Counterpart
BK220216 Phnom Penh Domestic Service
in Cambodian 1200 GMT 20 Jan 88

[Text] Comrade Koy Buntha, PRK defense minister, has
sent a greetings message to Comrade General Khamtai
Siphandon, LPDR defense minisler, on the oeeasion of
the 39th founding anniversary of the Lao People’s Army.
The message noted:

On the occasion of the 39th founding anniversary of the
Lao People’s Army, on behalf of cadres and combatants
of the KPRAF and in my own name, I would like to
extend warmest greetings and best wishes to you and,
through you, to cadres and combatants of the fraternal
LPA. May you enjoy good health, powerful strength, and
victories in carrying out all tasks.

We warmly hail and commend all the brilliant feats and
victories scored by the Lao people and army during the
past 12 years of national defense and construction.

The entire KPRAF resolutely join with the Lao people
and the LPA in condemning the recent barbarous acts of
aggression committed by the Thai authorities against
Lao territory, particularly in the Boten region.

Also on this auspicious occasion, we wish the relations of
militant solidarity, special friendship, and all-round
cooperation between our two armies and peoples of
Cambodia and Laos to firmly strengthen, further flour-
ish, and remain immortal forever.

May the comrade minister enjoy good health and greater
victories in your noble tasks assigned by the LPRP's
Fourth Congress.

Please, comrade minister, accept my highest regards.

Hun Sen Receives UNHCR Commissioner
BK211229 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1144 GMT
21 Jan 88

[Text] Phnom Penh SPK January 21—Hun Sen, chair-
man of the Council of Ministers and minister for foreign
affairs of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea, received
in Paris Tuesday Jean Pierre Hocke, UN high commis-
sioner for refugees.

During the talks, the two sides dealt with the voluntary
repatriation of Kampuchean refugees now living in ref-
ugee camps in Thailand.

Chairman Hun Sen informed Jean Pierre Hocke of the
PRK’s great concern over these Kampuchean refugees
and its preparedness 10 receive them in an organizational
and orderly manner.
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The high commissioner for refugees welcomed the
PRK’s good-will artitude toward the settlement of the
refugee 1ssue and committed himself to extend necessary
help including financial assistance for the repatriation of
Kampuchean refugees from Thailand.

Chea Sim Receives Greetings From GDR Front
BK200338 Phnom Penh Domestic Service
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 19 Jan 88

[Text] On the ninth anniversary of the PRK’s 7 January
national day, Comrade Chea Sim, member of the Party
Central Commitiee Political Bureau and chairman of the
National Assembly and the KUFNCD National Council,
received a congratulatory message from Comrade Dr
Prof Lothar Kolditz, president of the GDR National
Front Presidium. The message says:

Under the KPRP’s leadership, in the past 9 years the
Cambodian people have scored great victories in restor-
ing national economic bases and developing a political
and cultural life as well as in defending and strengthen-
ing the country.

The GDR National Front appreciates the people’s
efforts in implementing the party resolutions of the Fifth
KPRP Congress. This implementation is in accordance
with the great attention, sympathy, and efforts of the
party, government, KUFNCD, and entire peopie inside
and outside the country to unite and cooperate in
achieving national reconciliation along a progressive
path.

On the occasion of your country’s national day, 1 would
like to reaffirm the inseparable bonds of friendship and
active solidarity of the movement of socialist people in
the GDR. | am convinced that the close relations
between the GDR National Front and the KUFNCD
will be further strengthened based on the treaty signed in
1985

4,377 Returnees Report to Authorities
BK201525 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1146 GMT
20 Jan 88

[Text] Phnom Penh SPK January 20—Last year, 4,377
people, led astray by the enemy propaganda, broke with
the enemy rank and reported themselves to the revolu-
tionary authorities, bringing with them 2,956 assorted
guns and a quantity of ammunition and some docu-
ments.

Among those ralliers, who came in individuals and in
290 groups from two to 37 people, nine were battalion
commanders or deputy-commanders of the Pol Potists,
Sonsannians or Sihanoukists, 23 company commanders
or deputy-commanders, 29 platoon commanders or dep-
uty-commanders and 16 squad leaders.

SOUTHEAST ASIA

It is worthy of note that in May alone, right afier the
promulgation of the party’s and state's policy on addi-
tional rewards for misled people who return to the
revolution, 536 strays with 293 guns in hands came to
the nation’s fold.

Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey Province received the larg-
est number of ralliers totaling 1,831 people and 1,438
guns. Follow-ups were the provinces of Batltambang and
Kompong Thom, which received 1,266 people with 757
guns and 807 people with 274 guns respectively.

In 1986, nearly 5,000 misled people reported themselves
to the revolutionary authorities bringing along 2,683 fire
arms,

Briefs
Bulgarian Delegation Arrives

Phnom Penh, 16 Jan (SPK)}—A delegation of the Bulgarian
Justice Ministry led by its minister Svetla Daskalova arrived
in Phnom Penh on 15 January for a friendship visit in
Cambodia. It was greeted upon arrival by Uk Bunchhoeun,
Cambodian justice minister, and Leon Yossifov Beraha,
Bulgarian ambassador to Cambodia. {Text] [Phrom Penh
SPK French 0408 GMT 16 Jan 88 BK]

GDR Association Visits

Phnom Penh SPK January 15—A delegation of the
G.D.R. Democratic Women’s League {DWL) headed by
Sieglinde Scheel, president of the Neubrandenbourg
D.W.L Committee, left here Thursday after its ten-day
visit 10 Kampuchea. While here, the delegation was
received by Mrs. Mean Sam-An, member of the People’s
Revolutionary Party of Kampuchea Central Committee
and president of the Association of Revolutionary
Women of Kampuchea, during which Sieglinde Scheel
expressed her country’s support for the P.R.K. Govern-
ment’s policy of the national reconciliation, and said
that the meeting between Premier Hun Sen and Prince
Norodom Sihanouk in Paris recently was a new slep
toward the political solution to the Kampuchean con-
flict. It also organized talks on the G.D.R women's
activities in building a developed socialist society in
their country, in the provinces of Prey Veng and Kom-
pong Speu and the city of Phnom Penh, and visited the
“April 17" hospital and different cultural establishments
in Phnom Penh and Ta Prum Temple in Takeo Prov-
ince. [Text] [Phnom Penh SPK in English 0433 GMT 16
Jan 88 BK}

Dry Season Rice Cultivation

According to the Agriculture Ministry’s statistics, by 7
January 1988, 42,515 hectares of dry season rice, or
26.6% of the plan, had been transplanted and broadcast.
The provinces focussed on growing the high-yield IR rice
strain; 17,000 hectares were planted. This year’s dry
season rice cuitivation is similar to that of the previous
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year with Kandal Province planting 8,400 hectares and
Takeo Province 9,100 hectares while Pursat and Kampot
Provinces had planted only about 20 hectares. By early
January, 460 hectares of corn, 1,600 hectares of cassava
and potato, 2,300 hectares of vegetables, 2,340 hectares
of beans, and 450 hectares of tobacco had been planted
throughout the country. [Text] f[Phnom Penh Domestic
Service in Cambodian 1300 GMT |5 Jan 88 BKj

Returnees in Kompong Chhnang

In the month of December, Kompong Chhnang Province
received 29 misled persons who deserted the Pol Pol
enemy ranks 10 be with society and the revolution. These
returnees brought along 28 assorted weapons, a field
radio, a radio set, and some war maieriel. [Excerpt)
[Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 0430
GMT 12 Jan 88 BK]

Indonesia

PNG Premier Comments Before Departure
BK220401 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0321 GMT
22 Jan 88

[Text] Jakarta, Jan 21 (ANTARA/OANA)}—Papua New
Guinean Prime Minister Paias Wingti said he was satis-
fied with his four-day visit to Indonesia as it has further
strengthened the economic and political ties between the
two countries.

Speaking to the press at the Sukarno-Hatta airport here
shortly before leaving the country Thursday [2 | January]
afternoon, Wingti said his 1alks with President Suharto
and several cabinet ministers had been very fruitful so
that the cooperation between the two countries would
grow closer in the years to come.

He also hoped for an increase in the exchange of visits hy
the authorities of the two countries, and a high official
who will come to Jakarta soon might be the PNG Armed
Forces commander.

The Indonesian Government has given its guarantee not
to harm other countries, and on the other hand expressed
resolve to create a stable Southeast Asia and the Pacific
as stability constituted an imporiant condition for the
promotion of the life of peoples.

Indonesia and the other member countries of the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations were determined to
make Southeast Asia and the Pacific a region of peace,
“and that remains in our thoughts,” Wingti said.

The other countries that served the purpose of a yard-
stick for measuring the success of PNG's foreign policy
included Australia, Vanuatu and the Solomon Islands,
he said.
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Referring to the problem of bordercrossers, Wingti said
in 1984 the problem had seriously affected the relations
between the two countries, but since the signing of the
Agreemeni on Mutual Respect, Amily and Peace in
October 1986, the tensicn considerably eased and nor-
mal relations were reslored.

Wingli, flanked by Indonesian Minister of Tourism, Post
and Telecommunication Akhmad Tahir, told the press
further that in cooperation in tourism, the two sides will
be studying possibilities of direct air links between Port
Moresby and Jakarta and between the PNG captital and
Denpasar.

In their meeting they also touched upon the possibility of
the PNG using the Palapa satellite.

The PNG guests arrived here Monday and had visited a
number of regions in the country to see industrial and
agricultural centres.

Second Sihanouk-Hun Sen Meeting Previewed
BK201430 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian
1200 GMT 20 Jan 88

[Station commentary]

[Text] Sainl-Germain-en-Laye, a densely populated area
located west of Paris has been selected by CGDK Pres-
ident Prince Norodom Sihanouk as the venue for his
talks with the Phnom Penh government's Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen today as a follow-up to their meeting early
last month at Fere-en-Tardenois, an area north of the
French capital.

During the meeting at Fere-en-Tardenois, the two lead-
ers issued a statement stressing the need to find a
political solution to the Cambodian problem without
mentioning a timetable for the withdrawal of all Viet-
namese troops from Cambodia. For this reason. the
outcome of the first meeting was unacceptable to Siha-
nouk’s coalition partners, namely the Khieu Samphan-
led Khmer Rouge and the Son Sann-led KPNLF. The
iwo pariners will endorse the outcome of Sihanouk-Hun
Sen meeting only if a withdrawal timetable is explicitly
mentioned.

The outcome of the first meeting also explains why the
PRC has rejected the Soviet Union’s call for a summit
meeting between the two communist giants. As is
known, the Soviet Union’s call for the summit meeting
was made by CPSU Secretary General Mikhail Gorba-
chev in an interview last || January with LIAOWANG,
a PRC weekly magazine. The PRC rejected the Soviet
call because Gorbachev’s comments during the interview
put aside Beijing’s three preconditions for improving of
bilateral relations: namely the withdrawal of Soviet
troops from the PRC border, which stretches from
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Central Asia to the Eastern Sea coast; the withdrawal
from Afghanistan, which the Soviet Union has occupied
since 1979; and the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops
from Cambodia.

Beijing’s rejection of the Soviet call can also intrepretled
as iis rejection of the outcome of the first meeting
between Sihanouk and Hun Sen at Fere-en-Tardenois.
Therefore, the second meeting at Saint-Germain-en-
Laye will also discuss the withdrawal of Vietnamese
troops from Cambodia. Observers in Paris believe that
Hun Sen, who arrived in Paris from Moscow last Sun-
day, may be ready to discuss the withdrawal timetable as
long as the Phnom Penh government is given an assur-
ance that the Vietnamese troop withdrawal will not be
used by the Khmer Rouge forces to strengthen their
position.

Space Agency To Launch Two Rockets in March
BK200333 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0303 GMT
20 Jan 88

[Text) Jakarta, January 19 (ANTARA/OANA)}—Indone-
sia will launch two-story rockets in March after it suc-
cessfully put into orbit its experimental rocket last
November, sources at the National Space and Aviation
Agency (Lapan) said Tuesday.

The taunching of the two rockets coded RX-250/250 and
RX-250/150 is a follow up of November’s launching of
the RX-250 rocket and will be an early step for another
launching of RX-350 and RX-500 rockets, the sources
added.

Dceribing the launching of the two rockets as a gift for
Lapan’s 24th anniversary, the sources said: “If we are
able 1o launch the RX-500, we will put our own satellite
into a low orbit, notably around 350km above the
earth.”

The launching of the RX-250 last November is meant to
test its {word indistinct] and stability, and was also an
engineering test of the payload made by the Lapan
especially on the tracking, telemetry and command sys-
tem at the payload.

The sources said the more varied the versions of rockets
developed by the Lapan , the more alternatives it will
give to choose the most ideal one for investigation.

Laos

More Thai Attacks Reported in Boten 21 January
BK220458 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao
0430 GMT 22 Jan 88

[Text] According to a local news report from Boten
District, from 1500 to 1800 yesterday [2] January], the
Thai ultrarightist reactionary troops continuously fired
at various positions of the regional armed forces of Boten
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District, Sayaboury Province, with 105-mm and 155-
mm arlillery. Further reports also said that the Thai
ultrarightist reactionary group has deployed some five
battalions of rangers together with helicopters in prepa-
ration for launching more attacks against the positions of
our Lao regional armed forces.

This demonstrates that they have not yet given up the
implementation of the plot to attack and annex our Lao
territory.

Follow-up Reports
BK221255 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao
1200 GMT 22 Jan 88

[Text] Additional reports from Boten District said that
beginning at 1800 yesterday, the Thai ultrarightist reac-
tionaries deployed their troops to launch four attacks
against the positions of Lao regional forces at various
hills in Na Bonoi canton, Boten District, Sayaboury
Province. But they met with stiff resistance and were
forced to retreat after suffering heavy casualties. On the
same day, they also fired more than a hundred 130-mm,
105-mm, 155-mm artillery shells and 106-mm mortar
shells at the area west of Na Bonoi canton. The reports
went on to say that yesterday the Thai side sent aircraft
to fly four reconnaissance sorties some 4 km deep into
Lao airspace over Ban Mai, Ban Kang, and Ban Savang
villages.

Bolikhamsai Rally Denounces Thai ‘Attacks’

BK22(418 [Editorial Report] Vientiane Domestic Ser-
vice in Lao at 1200 GMT on 20 January carries a
6-minute report read by an announcer, with portions
recorded, on a mass rally “solemnly” held in Bolikham-
sai Province on the morning of 18 January to **denounce
the acts of the ultrarightist reactionaries in the Thai
ruling circles in mobilizing troops to launch attacks to
arrogantly and openly annex Lao territory in Na Bonoi
canton, Boten District, Sayaboury Province.” The rally
is attended, the announcer says, “‘by more than 10,000
residents of Bolikhamsai Province, comprising cadres,
soldiers, policemen, students, Buddhist monks, and peo-
ple.”

The announcer says that “‘at the rally, representatives of
various organizations, such as the Lao Front for
National Construction, and representatives of the peo-
plc. workers and laboring people, youths and students,
women, officials, businessmen, monks, Overseas Chi-
nese, and Vietnamese residents in the province took
turns delivering speeches concerning acts of the Thai
ultrarightist reactionaries in invading and annexing Lao
territory and acts violating Laos’ sovereignty and under-
mining time-honored Lao-Thai fraternal relations.”

In his speech, (Kong-gnot Sisouvannakham), chairman
of the Lao Front for National Construction of Bolikham-
sai Province, notes that “the fine and safest way for both
sides 1s not the use of force against cach other, but talks.”
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He demands Thailand hall the use of military force and
the withdrawal of its troops from Lao soil “uncondition-
ally”, and the resumption of talks with the Lao side “'on
the basis of the respect of each other’s independence and
sovereignty, equality, and sincerity” to setile the prob-
lem through peaceful means in accordance with the
Lao-That and Thai-Lao joint statements of 1979.

Next to speak is (Somsavat Lovansai), representative of
the workers and laboring people from throughout the
province. In his recorded speech, after denouncing the
Thai “ultrarightist reactionaries” for launching the
“armed aggression” against Laos, he demands that “the
Government of the Kingdom of Thailand promptly hold
talks with the Lac Government without any precondi-
tion.”

Also included in the report are recorded speeches by
{Chetsani Khampho), representative of youths and stu-
dents, (Inta), representative of women, and an unidenti-
fied senior Buddhist monk representing the Bolikhamsai
provincial branch of the Lao Unified Buddhist Organi-
zation. They express determination to fight shoulder to
shoulder with the people of Boten District to oppose the
“aggression” of the Thai troops from the 3d Army
Region. They also demand that the Thai side withdraw
all troops from Lao territory in Na Bonoi canton, Boten
District, and turn to holding talks in Vientiane and
Bangkok without delay “on the basis of equality and
without any precondition™.

Thailand Said Insincere in Pursuing Talks
BK201530 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao
0000 GMT 20 Jan 88

[Unattributed commentary: “Who Is Actually Insincere
in Avoiding Negotiations?’]

[Text] To mislead the Thai and world public into think-
ing that black is white and right is wrong, that the
occupation of Lao territory is legitimate, and that the
insincerity in holding taiks is justified, on 19 January the
radio station of the Public Relations Department of
Thailand carried an article throwing the blame on Laos
by accusing it of being insincere in holding negotiations
and demanding that Laos withdraw troops from the
disputed arca before Thailand can sit down to hold
negotiations.

Who is actually insincere in holding talks?

Is it Laos that is sincere in wanting (o hold talks with
Thailand or vice versa?

To answer these questions, one needs to look back at the
past developments to determine what is right or wrong,

In the past, Laos has always made ciear its good inten-
tions toward settling problems in Lao-Thai relalions
through negotiations. When the three Lao villages were
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seized by the Thai forces, Laos repeatediy proposed that
talks be held. However, the Thaj side tried to avoid
holding such talks and evaded taking responsibility for
the incident.

In 1987, two rounds of talks were held. Some aspects of
the cutcome of the talks have just materialized. But the
Lao side still sees that certain fundamental problems
remain in Lao-Thai relations, such as the cessation of the
aggression against, and of the use of force to threaten
each other and the acknowledgement by the Thai side of
its occupation of the three Lao villages; these still need to
be resolved. However, the That side has tried to avoid
holding 1alks on these issues. At present, seeing that an
untoward incident in Lao-Thai relations was looming,
the Lao side immediately proposed to the Thai side to
hold talks to end the conflict at the beginning. However,
the Thai side advanced many preconditions for holding
talks. For example, it demanded that Laos withdraw
troops from its own territory and that any negotiations
held must not be considcred as the third round of
Thai-Lao talks. It also rejected the appointment of the
head of thc Lao delegation and proposed that a third
country be used as the negotiating site. Nevertheless,
they later selected Vientiane and Udon Thani as the talks
sites. It accused the Lao delegation of using the talks as a
forum 1o attack the Thai side.

While trying to avoid holding negotiations, the Thai side
claimed that Thailand has taken action to whieh Laos
should be grateful, that is, it has reduced the number of
so-called strategic goods that are prohibited from being
exported to Laos, purchased electricity from the Nam
Ngum hydroelectric project as a gesture to help Laos,
and opened border points to send Thai rice as relief aid
to drought-stricken Lao people. More serious still, it has
even slandered a third country without any justification
by accusing Vietnam of manipulating Laos and instigat-
ing rifts between Thailand and Laos. It has accused
Vietnam of perpetrating all untoward incidents in Lao-
Thai relations. Ali this 15 aimed at misleading public
opinion on Vietnam and Laos so that it can accuse the
two countries of being the perpetrators of all undesirable
developments at present. All this is a slanderous accusa-
tion against the two countries. In fact, it is the Thai side
that is not sincere in holding talks. The Thai side claims
that it is always a good guy.

The truth is that since Sitthi Sawetsila became Thai
foreign minister, he has never paid any attention to
solving the problems in Thai-Lao relations, despite the
fact that international conditions are extremely favor-
able and that conditions in Lao-Thai relations are very
conducive. The Thai people of all strata aspire to coexist
peacefully with the Lao people. They support the settle-
ment of any problems between the two brotherly coun-
tries through negotiation, not through the use of force.
Any misunderstandings between the two sides must be
thoroughly discussed so that they can be mutually set-
tled. Sitthi Sawetsila deserves the criticism of a promi-
nent Thai politician who said that the Thai foreign
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minister is a conservative person who only says no to
everything and that such a minister should quit. Sitthi
Sawetsila and the Thai ultrarightist reactionary circles
fully realize that the occupation of the Lao territory at
Na Bonoi canton, Boten District, Sayaboury Province,
by Thai troops and the Thai side’s demand for Laos to
withdraw troops from its own territory are unacceptable,
But why has the Thai side repeated such a demand over
and over? This is the nature of a wrongdoer who refuses
to admit his own wrongdoing but only wants to impose
its chauvinistic will on a small country. It threatens Laos
to concede its own territory which has been clearly
delineated by the French-Siamese treaty.

Even Laos, a small country with only 3 million people,
fully understands the eurrent trend in the world and fully
realizes the adverse effects of a war. Butl how come the
Thai side has accused Laos of being a warmonger and
refusing to peacefully coexist with Thailand? Only Sitthi
Sawetsila and his colleagues are warmongering. The
question of whether the negotiation can take place does
not depend on the Lao side. It depends on the Thai side.
The ball is in Sitthi Sawetsila’s court. The decision 1o
kick that ball or not must be decided by him. If he does
not kick but holds on to it, negotiations between Laos
and Thailand will undoubtedly not materialize.

Paper Alleges Government Sanctions Drug Trade
BK220242 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English
22Jan 88 p 4

[Article by Alan Dawson: “The Kaysone Connection™]

[Text] Laos has given sanctuary to heroin warlord Khun
Sa as part of an increasing programme of narcotics sales
which anti-drug authorities are virtually helpless to pre-
venlt.

Government-supported growing and marketing of illicit
drugs and marijuana have become a major source of
income to the struggling communist nation, according to
officials charged with shutting off the supply.

*Marijuana is the leading Lao export to the United
States,” said one official. He estimated the annual crop
as “thousands of tons” and said acreage is growing
quickly.

Khun Sa, expelled from Thailand and under pressure
from the Burmese army, has set up between 10 and 12
heroin refineries in the Laotian province of Sayaboury.
The refineries, and the drug kingpin himself, are under
government profection.

Officials interviewed by the POST also claimed they
have evidence that Vietnam is involved in the constantly
increasing drug exports by Laos.
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The newest smuggling route, according to these officials,
sends heroin to Da Nang through Kampuchea, and from
there to small islands off Hong Kong. After further
refining, it then is moved to the West.

Although some diplomats continue to give the Laotian
regime the benefit of the doubt, informed anti-narcotics
and intelligence sources say there is little question that
the drug peddling is a policy of the government and
communist party, both headed by Kaysone Phomvihan,

As early as 1978, for example, narcotics informants
confirmed the presence of a heroin refinery in the
compound reserved for high-ranking Party members—
including Kaysone—near Vientiane.

The Laotian drug-dealing is commonly called “the Kay-
sone Connection™ by many anti-narcotics officials.

There are two, largely separate, facets of the dealing,
officials believe. The first, established by 1977, concerns
opium and heroin. The second encourages the growing
and illegal sales of marijuana, and is a more recent
phenomenon.

In both eases, profits are enormous. A kilogramme of
marijuana purchased by the Laotian government from a
farmer costs 250 baht, but brings 25,000 baht in the
United States. Heroin profits are even more stunning.

The drug-dealing is officially denied by Laos.

But even the normally placid United Nations begs to
differ. The 1986 report of the UN’s International Nar-
cotics Control Board (INCB) said it could get virtually
no information from Laos, but said baldly that “illicit
opium production has taken plaee™ in the country.

As late as the early 1980s, opium production in Laos was
around 50 tons. But last vear’s crop was estimated at 200
tons.

Opium growing was legalised in a change of communist
policy in Laos following the 1975 takeover. The govern-
ment claims it sells and barters opium legally for use in
pharmaceuticals. But it has refused to provide any
figures on the trade.

Thai officials have said openly that Laos is involved in
the Marijuana trade. A designated government commit-
tee provides seed and fertiliser to farmers to grow the
erop, and then buys the output at prices far higher than
peasants could get for rice.

Laotian officials have defended the marijuana fields on
the basis that many citizens use the crops as a soup
ingredient.

**But three mitlion Laotians couldn’t eat enough soup in
20 years to use up last year’s crop,” said a Bangkok-based
anti-drug official.
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Laos grows “some of the best marijuana in the world,”
with plants reaching a height of five metres, said another
official. The provinces of Vientiane, Khammouane,
Savannakhet and Sayaboury have been pinpointed as the
major sources of the crop. All border Thailand. This is
significant because much of the Laotian government
smuggling is “laundered” through this country, with
Thailand then taking the brunt of the blame as a source
for the illicit trade.

At least three major shipments of marijuana seized in
Thailand in the past year were Iraced back to Laos,
anti-narcotics sources said.

*“We have a hell of a hard time shutting down drug-
running in a country like Thailand, where it’s against the
law and the government opposes it,” said a frustrated
drug enforcement agent. [sentence as published)

“What do you think we can do to shut off drugs that are
being moved as a matter of government policy?”

The policy, according 1o one investigator, stems from a
communist party Centrai Committee decision known as
“Resolution Number Seven.” Although this document
has not been seen outside the party, it is believed to
sanction illicit drug sales as an economic necessity.

Laos is one of the world’s 10 poorest countries, and has
few legal exports.

The new alliance with Khun Sa appears to ensure a
continuing flow of heroin out of the Golden Triangle
despite all efforts of Thailand and Burma to shut it
down.

The Burmese-Chinese warlord, also known as Chang
Chi-fu, controls an estimated 75 per cent of the manu-
facture and sales of heroin from the area.

The Laos sanctuary also means that he does not have to
spend resources in batiling Thai and Burmese military
and police efforts to close down his operation. With a
free hand, he can concentrate on producing more heroin
for export to Thailand and abroad.

Phoun Sipaseut Receives New UN Representative
BK201145 Vientiane KPL in English
0902 GMT 20 Jan 88

[Text] Vientiane, January 20 (KPL}—Carrol Carter
Long, the new residential representative of UNDP
[United Nations Development Program] to Laos, yester-
day presented credentials 10 Phoun Sipaseut, vice chair-
man of the Council of Ministers and foreign minister of
the Lao PDR.

The discussion between the host and his guest centered
on the good cooperation between this international orga-
nization and the Lao Government, which the Lao leader
highly valued.
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Greetings, Activities Honoring LPA Day

Military Attaches’ Greetings
BK210950 Vientiane KPL in English 0910 GMT
21 Jan 88

[Text] Vientiane, January 21 (KPL)}—Military attaches
of socialist countries in Laos, on the occasion of the Lao
People’s Army’s 3%9th founding day (Jan, 20, 1949),
vesterday paid a call on and extended best wishes to the
Lao People’s Army leaders.

The well-wishers included the military attaches of Viet-
nam, Kampuchea, the Soviet Union, Cuba, the GDR,
Bulgaria, and Hungary. The Indian military attache here
was also present on the occasion.

The military attaches were received by Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Osakan Thammatheva, member of the LPRP CC,
deputy-defence minister and head of the LPA’s General
Political Department.

Nguyen Dinh Chan, Vietnamese military attache, acting
on behalf of the group, delivered a speech hailing the
LPA’s achievements in the past and present struggle
against the aggressors. He also wished the LPA new and
greater successes in its national defence and building
tasks.

In return, Li-Gen O. Thammatheva thanked the well-
wishers. He also briefed them about the situation of Thai
agression against Lao Boten District, Sayaboury Prov-
ince.

Senior Officers Lay Wreaths
BK210954 Vientiane KPL in English
0914 GMT 21 Jan 88

[Text] Vientiane, January 21 (KPL)—Senior officers
representing the Lao People’s Army led by Lieutenant-
General Choummali Sai-gnason, alternate Politburo
member, seeretary of the LPRP CC, and first deputy-
defence minister, yesterday laid a wreath at the fallen
revolutionary combatant memorial in commemoration
of the LPA’s 3%9th founding day (January 20, 1949-88).

The representatives of mass organizations of the trade
unions, women’s union and the youth union, then took
turns to lay wreaths at the memonal to pay homage to
the fallen revolutionaries.

Also on the same occasion, Major General Bounheng
Bansalit, deputy-head of the LPA General Political
Department, headed another team of senior army offic-
ers to pay a visit to the military hospital No 103. Gifis
were presented to patients hospitalized there.

In the afternoon of the same day, sport events were held
at the LPA’s stadium at km-5. Particularly, football,
volleyball and sepak takraw [a game played with rattan
ball] games drew a large crowd of spectators.
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Earlier, in anticipation of the LPA day, lectures recalling
the heroic tradition of the LPA were organized at differ-
ent state institutions and mass-organizations. The lectur-
ers pointed out the ever growing strength of the LPA, its
involvement in the national defence and construction,

SRV’s Le Duc Anh Sends Greetings
BK210945 Vientiane KPL in English
0906 GMT 21 Jan 88

[Text] Vientiane, Jan 21 (KPL)}—Gen Khamtai Siphan-
don, minister of defence, on January 20 received a
telegramme of greetings from his Vietnamese counter-
part Le Duc Anh. The telegramme was sent on the
occasion of the 39th anniversary of the founding of the
Lao People’s Army.

Having expressed his militant solidarity and best wishes
to the Lao minister and the army rank-and-file, the
telegramme says;

“In the course of the past 39 years, the Lao People’s
Army and the people in the country scored tremendous
victories in fighting against all aggressions until the task
of national democratic revolution was eventually ful-
filled. At present, they are endeavouring themselves in
leading the nation to a new era of peace, independence,
unity and socialism.

“The LPA is doing its best to build and equip itself to
become an all-round strong force, and all along it has
continually raised its militant force and vigilance.
Backed by the Lao people, the LPA stands firm to
safeguard the revolutionary fruits so as to build Laos into
a prosperous and beautiful country. In itself, this has
positively contributed to the defense of peace in South-
east Asia and the world over.”

Referring to the Laos-Vietnam relations, the telegramme
writes that the armies and peoples of the two eountries,
in the past decades, stood shoulder-to-shoulder to fight
against the common enemies, and in so doing they
strengthened even more the sanctity of the militant
solidarity between the two countries.

“On this occaston, I would like to wish the LPA and the
fraternal Lao people more successes in building and
safeguarding the country as well as in materialising the
resolution of the 4th party congress.

“May the speeial militant solidarity, and friendship as
well as comprehensive cooperation between our armies
and peoples be further developed and strengthened.”

Choummali Sai-gnason Address
BK220431 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao
0430 GMT 21 Jan 88

[Text] On the occasion of the celebration of the LPA’s
39th founding anniversary on the afternoon of 20 Janu-
ary, Comrade Major General Choummali Sai-gnason,
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alternate Political Bureau member, LPRP Central Com-
mittee secretary, and first deputy minister of national
defense, had the honor of addressing more than 200
military officers from the National Defense Ministry. In
his address, Comrade Maj Gen Choummali Sai-gnason
pointed to the heroic tradition of the LPA in the past
national salvation struggle to achieve complete indepen-
dence from the imperialist aggressors as well as in the
present period of struggle to defend the country and
build socialism,

He said: During the past 39 years of struggle, our Army
has been developed daily and matured and become ever
stronger. Many combat units have been equipped with
modern weapons. They have served as the firm pillars of
our beloved country.

Comrade Maj; Gen Choummali Sai-gnason also dis-
cussed the present situation in Boten District, Sayaboury
Province, in which the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries
have mobilized military forces to launch nibbling attacks
to annex Lao territory. He said the attacks—launched in
coordination with artillery and bombings by jets, and
with the use of chemical weapons as well as weapons
eontaining phosphorus—have shown the brutality and
inhumanity of the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries. He
also called on all officers to heighten vigilance and be
prepared to quickly counter and defeat all enemy acts.

Editorial Praises LPA
BK211450 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao
0430 GMT 20 Jan 88

[“Editorial”: “The Army That Deserves the Party’s
Trust and the People’s Affection and Confidence™]

[Text] We are marking the 39th anniversary of the 20
January founding anniversary of the LPA at a time when
our entire party, Army, and people are striving to imple-
ment and translate into reality the resolutions adopted at
the fourth party congrass, such as the five economic and
national defense construction programs outlined by the
party. Numerous successes have been scored in this
direction thus far. Our Army has gradually developed
along a modern pattern set forth by the party. Its combat
capability has been further heightened, It fights gallantly
and has scored numerous glorious victories in fulfilling
the cause of national defense and socialist construction,

Developing from small armed units and carrying out
mass revolutionary movement under the party’s leader-
ship, our Army united with the entire masses Lo carry out
the protraeted revolutionary struggle for nearly 30 years
to destroy the administrative yoke of the Freneh colo-
nialists and the U.S. imperialists. It eventually scored
complete victory for the cause of national liberation and
national unification.

In earrying out the struggle to safeguard the revolution-
ary fruits and to defend our socialist nation, our army
has united with the peopie of all tribes to smash all
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notorious schemes of the imperialists, the international
reactionaries, and their henchmen against our new
regime. In the past 39 years, our Army has consistently
displayed itself to be the revolutionary army which has
commanded the trust of the party, workers, and the
laboring people. Our entire Army has firmly adhered to
the motto: be faithful 10 the nation, wholeheartedly serve
the people, further enhance the true revolutionary nature
and tradition, fulfill all obligations, and act as the firm
pillar for national defense work among the entire masses
and for the boundless field posture of our people’s war.

Entering the new period of the revolution and faced with
numerous difficulties and complexities as well as heavy
tasks entrusted by our party, our army has rever ceased
to further enhance the true revolutionary nature and
traditions of winming over the trust of the party and
people. It has highly and unconditionally upheld the
spirit of fighting for and serving the people, thus scoring
numerous glorious achievements. It always acts as an
exemplary model in following a civilized style of life and
in maintaining sirict discipline.

Commanding the party’s trust and the people’s affection
and confidence, our Army has fully realized that all
achievements scored by the army during the past two
resistance periods as well as during the period of defend-
ing our socialist country at present are closely linked to
the party’s leadership and the people’s support and
nurture, to the achievements in the national construc-
tion, and to the consolidated strength of the entire
proletariat dictatorship.

With a sense of trying to effect new changes and correetly
evaluating the decisions of the fourth party congress,
even though it has made numerous appropriate contri-
butions to the great victories of the common revolution-
ary cause, our army must still continue to uphold the
spirit of self-criticism and mutual criticism, to remain
honest and bold in analyzing its own weak points and
shortcomings which must be overcome, and to train
itself to nurture the qualifications expected of a model
modern revolutionary army. In particular, cadres in
charge of command duties at each level must remain
alert to pinpoint any elements who fail to strictly obey
discipline and 10 maintain sound internal unity and
unity between the Army and people. They must be
diligent in carrying out this responsibility in any units
where the living conditions of combatants are not yet
properly taken care of. It is the responsibility of all
cadres to redress such shortcomings.

To translate into reality the decisions of the fourth party
congress, our people’s armed forces must consistently
uphold the combat strength and maintain a high level of
combat preparedness to securely defend our beloved
country, to maintain political tranquillity in the country,
and to make appropriate contributions to the socialist
construction, thus fulfilling all tasks. First of all, each
unit must be strong politically, maintain a high level of
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combat perseverance, have strict discipline and regula-
tions, and maintain close internal unity and unity
between the Army and people. Each unit must be well-
versed in military affairs, skillful in technology, and
tactically knowledgeable. First of all, cadres must possess
sound capabilities in command and management
aspects. Each unit must be peaceful and must strive to
gradually improve its own material and moral life.

A resolution adopted at the fourth party congress said:
Our Army must be further buiit and strengthened on a
firm socioeconomic basis. That is the close coordination
between the eeonomy and national defense and vice
versa. That is the (?duty) of the army in the rear to ensure
consistent support to the front so that the Army’s
requirements will be promptly met.

The entire masses and army must carry out together the
tasks of national defense and construction. This is the
coordination and enhancement of the traditions of
national defense simultaneously with the national con-
struction. It vividly displays the coordination between
the economy and national defense and vice versa. Each
service and each locality must not take this task lightly in
carrying out its own economic, cultural, and social
development work. It must pay attention to building the
national defense work, building the people's armed fore-
s, consolidating the rear of the Army, building the field
posture of the people’s war, and seriously pursuing the
policy of providing favorable conditions for the front.

The people’s armed forces must never at any time relax
their sense of revolutionary vigilance. They must main-
tain a high level of combat readiness and must fight well.
At the same time, they must be prepared to actively
participate in economic, cultural, and social construc-
tion, They must be diligent in engaging in produetion
work so as to contribute to improving their own living
conditions.

Being the reliable tools of the party and the country and
the main forces for the people’s war and national defense
work among the entire masses, let our army uphold its
glorious traditions and nature and further enhance its
aggressive role in carrying out all tasks. The most signif-
icant of all at present is to appreciate and to exert efforts
in implementing the resolutions adopted at the fourth
party congress. Our army must join hands with the
people 1o resolutely build the new revolutionary move-
ment—aimed at triumphantly fulfilling the second 3-
year state plan from now to the year 1990 during which
many historical anniversaries will be marked, including
the 40th anniversary of our army’s founding—so as to
score great achievements for the revolution and our
beloved country.

Rice Production Falls Short of Target
BK201139 Vientiane KPL in English 0907 GMT
20 Jan 88

[Text] Vientiane, January 20 {KPL)}—The average rice
yield in the country this year only reached 79.8 percent
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of the annual production target or 1.2 million [metrie]
tons, according to the initial statistics of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry, Irrigation and Cooperatives.

According 1o the ministry’s initial data, the county will,
this vear, face a shortage of about 112,682 tons of paddy
on the basis of the calculation that each citizen needs 350
kg of paddy. it has been disclosed that eleven provinces
are not self-sufficient in rice production. Luang Prabang,
for example, is estimated 10 have rice enough for 6
months.

The decrease in rice production was due to devastating
drought last year.

To ease rice shortage, the ministry has launched succes-
sive campaigns for an extensive cultivation of short-term
rice and subsidiary crops. Irrigation network is being
repaired and upgraded by both local and central efforts.

Briefs

Trade Delegation to Hanoi

Vientiane, January 20 (KPL)—A delegation of the Trade
Ministry led by its Deputy Minister Chanpheng Boun-
naphon left here yesterday for Vietnam, The delegation
is to attend, as observer, the 20th Conference of the
CMEA [CEMA] scheduled to be held in Hanoi from
January 20 to 25. [Text] {Vientiane KPL in English 0911
GMT 20 Jan 88 BK]

French Drought Relief Aid

Vientiane, January 22 (KPL)}—The French Agency for
Cultural and Technical Cooperation granted a 500,000
franc-aid to the Lao Government. The relief is provided
to lessen last year’s effects of drought-stricken northern
provinces of Laos. In this connection, Khamphai Bou-
pha, first deputy-foreign minister, sent a message of
thanks to the French co-operation agency. [Text] [Vien-
tiane KPL in English 0909 GMT 22 Jan 88 BK]

Red Army Day Function

Vientiane, January 22 (KPL)}—A function was organised
here by the Soviet military attache to mark the 70th
anniversary of the founding of the Soviet Red Army. The
meeting was attended by high ranking officials from the
Ministry of National Defence. Addressing the meeting, a
representative of the Soviet military attache to Laos
spoke of the development and courageous struggle of the
Soviet Red Army and the good relations of the two
countries’ armies which are being constantly developed.
A film on the courageous struggle of the Soviet Army and
people was also screened on this occasion. [Text] [Fien-
tiane KPL in English 0911 GMT 22 Jan 88 BKj
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Philippines

Aquine Says Property To Fall Under Land Bill
HK220708 Quezon City Radvo ng Bayan in Tagalog
0535 GMT 22 Jan 88

[Text] In a meeting with the board of officers of the
presidential agrarian reform committee, President
Aquino said that the Tarlac Development Corporation,
which is in charge of the operations of Hacienda Luisita,
her family property, will be placed under the Compre-
hensive Agrarian Reform Program [CARP]. According
to the president, if she says that only Hacienda Luisita
will be covered by CARP, she may not sound very
credible. The Tarlac Development Corportion has
announced that it is already prepared to place the entire
area of 6,100 hectares and with 7,000 farm workers
under CARP. She added that the Tarlac Development
Corportion’s board of officers has complied with Exec-
utive Order No 229, in accordance with the require-
ments of the Department of Agrarian Reform for the
implementation of CARP. The president explained that
the entire cabinet supports the move and that the
Department of Agrarian Reform is capable of success-
fully earrying out the program. She stressed that the
administration is concerned about the welfare and future
of the citizens, and that it 1s acting in consort. Here is the
president:

{Begin Aquino recording in English] [Passage indistinct]
to come under the coverage of CARP. And so today, |
would like to reiterate, that the Tarlac Development
Corporation, the owner of Hacienda Luisita, expresses
its readiness to turn the hacienda, which has a total area
of 6,100 hectares and is under eultivation by about 7,000
farm workers, under the operation of the CARP. Haci-
enda Luisita, will, I repeat, comply with the require-
ments for registration of all agricultural lands persuant to
Executive Order No 229. [end recording]

Vows Reform Success
HK220813 Hong Kong AFP in English 0801 GMT
22 Jan 88

{Excerpts] Manila, Jan 22 (AFP)}—President Corazon
Aquino announced Friday that her family’s vast sugar
estate would be subdivided among tenants as the nation
marked the first anniversary of a massaere of 13 landless
farmers.

The placing of the 6,100-hectare (1 5,000-acre) Hacienda
Luisita under land reform was made in a surprise tele-
vision broadcast hours before a protest march by survi-
vors of the January 22, 1987 killings near the presiden-
tial palace. [passage omitted]

“I am aware that people are saying: what about Hacienda
Luisita?" Mrs Aquino, who belongs to the wealthy
Cojuangco clan in Tarlac Province north of here, said in
her television address, reading from a prepared state-
ment.
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“T will be the first to admit that my pronouncements on
land reform would sound hollow if [ cannot get Luisita to
come under the coverage of CARP”"—the Comprehen-
sive Agrarian Reform Program she declared six months
ago.

An administration CARP bill is pending in Congress,
whose leaders have promised to give it priority when the
legislature opens Monday for the first time this year.

Mrs Aquino said the estate, which has 7,000 farm
workers, will be formally registered by the family-owned
Tarlac Development Corp as part of land reform, and
called on other landowners to do the same. [passage
omitted]

“Agrarian reform 1s the key to lasting peace and certain
progress in our country. [ am therefore appealiing to all
our countrymen to give the program all their support and
encouragement,” Mrs Aquino said in her address.

The thirst for land of their own has driven peasants to
join the 23,000-strong communist New People’'s Army
(NPA), which is spearheading a communist insurgency
that began in Mrs Aquino’s home region 19 years ago.

She told fellow owners to view land reform as “an
opportuntty for the wider partnership of all our people
towards progress and peace.”

Alluding to the delay in Congress passage of the CARP
bill, she said “clearly, the executive is doing its part to
make the dream of land, productivity, welfare and
dignity for the tillers come true.”

“Much has been accomplished when you consider the
obstacles, but much remains to be done by this admin-
istration, and it will be done by this administration,” she
said. “We shall persevere and we shall succeed.”

Farmers Mark ‘Mendiola Massacre’ Anniversary
HK221200 Hong Kong AFP in English 1152 GMT
22 Jan 88

[Text] Manila, Jan 22 (AFP)—Thousands of angry farm-
ers marched on President Corazon Aquino’s palace
Friday and torched her effigy despite a pledge 1o carve
up her sugar estate.

The pledge and the march came on the first anniversary
of the killing by troops of 13 landiess peasants demon-
strating for land reform.

The 6,100-hectare {15,000-acre) Hacienda Luisita which
belongs to her family will be included in a land reform
programme, Mrs Aquino said in a television broadcast
hours before some 10,000 farmers retraced the January
22, 1987 march which ended in a bloodbath near the
presidential palace.

SOUTHEAST ASIA

“Agrarian reform is the key 1o lasting peace and certain
progress in our country. I am therefore appealing to all
our countrymen to give the program al! their support and
encouragement,” the 54-year-old president said.

Mrs Aquino Friday also promoted Brigadier General
Ramon Montano, who was in charge of soldiers and
police who opened fire on thousands of peasants and
sympathizers demanding land of their own in last year’s
march, to the post of chief of the paramilitary Constab-
ulary.

Jaime Tadeo, who led the protest that was broken up
with a hail of bullets that killed 13 people on Mendiola
Bridge last year, said at the repeat demonstration Friday
that Mrs Aquino’s announeement was a “deceplion”™.

He said the bill being debated in Congress would exempt
from physical subdivision corporate estates like Haci-
enda Luisita—owned by the Cojuangco family to which
Mrs Aquino belongs—and its 7,000 tenants would only
get shares of stock,

The marchers went ahead with their protest Friday
despite Mrs Aquino’s pledge and set alight effigies of Mrs
Aquino, U.S. President Ronald Reagan, and representa-
tions of Uncle Sam, a landlord, a soldier and an anti-
communist vigilante at the foot of Mendiota Bridge,
eyewitnesses said.

Leaflets signed by the communist underground were
distributed at the protest. One statement vowed to
“make the U.S.-Aquino regime pay for the lives lost.”

About 150 police blocked demonstrators from reaching
the palace, and the protesters dispersed peacefully, wit-
nesses said.

The so-called “Mendiola massacre™ was remembered
Friday in newspaper commentaries.

“The government should not permit the support of the
peasantry to be lost by default (o the rebels. It should
implement genuine land reform now,” the newspaper
MALAYA said in a commentary.

The yearning for land in this eountry, where 70 percent
of the 57 million population are of peasant stock, has
driven thousands to join the communist New People’s
Army, whose 19-year-old guerrilla campaign has spread
nationwide.

Some 60 percent of the country’s population are offi-
cially estimated to be living in poverty, most of them in
the countryside.

Observers said the Aquino announcement was timed 10
ease tensions on the anniversary of the massacre and
encourage landlords to beat a February 8 deadline to
register their holdings with the Agrarian Reform Depart-
ment.
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The landed rural gentry who control grassroots politics
in this country are opposing land reform. Mrs Aquino
had relied on these families to deliver the votes when her
allies won the majority of seats in Monday’s local elec-
tions.

Mrs Aquino relaxed registration requirements, saying
owners only need to declare the size of their holdings and
their fair market value by February 8.

But she warned that if they fail to do so, their lands will
be forcibly bought by the state at a lower officially
assessed value.

Some landowners have voted to ignore the deadline, and
a few have even threatened to keep their farms through
force. Armed groups of landlords have been formed in
the sugar-producing eentral islands of Negros and Panay.

Suit Filed Against Government
HK210801 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog
0400 GMT 21 Jan 88

[Tex1] The Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas [KMP—
Peasants Movement of the Philippines] has filed a P7-
million civil suit against the government due to its
failure to compensate the relatives of the Mendiola
massacre victims. The incident occurred on 22 fanuary
1987. The farmers also criticized the government’s fail-
ure to punish those who were involved in the shooting of
18 peasants and the wounding of 100 others. The bloody
incident took place during a rally headed by KMP
Chairman Jaime Tadeo at Malacanang. The KMP is also
asking for the withdrawal of the sedition case filed
against Tadeo.

AFP Views Land Reform Legislation Delay
HK210245 Hong Kong AFP in English 0224 GMT
21Jan 88

[Text] Manila, Jan 21 (AFP}—One year ago Friday,
blood drenched the pavement near President Corazon
Aquino’s palace in a brutal reminder of one of the major
causes of unrest in Philippine society.

Concertina wires still occasionally bar the traffic-choked
span known as Mendiola Bridge, but it bears no traces of
the muggy afternoon when troops guarding Malacanang
Palace opened fire on thousands of unarmed farmers
demanding land of their own.

Mrs. Aquino declared all government and privately-
owned agricultural tand subject to agrartan reform five
months after the shooting, which left 13 people dead and
72 wounded. But she left the reform’s implementation to
Congress.

SOUTHEAST ASIA

Two land reform bills are pending in the Senate and the
House of Representatives but are meeting stiff opposi-
tion from the landed gentry, whose government repre-
sentatives have controlled Philippine politics for
decades.

Mrs. Aquino herself comes from the landed aristocracy.
Her family owns a 6,000 hectare (14,800 acre) sugar
plantation and mill north of here.

House Speaker Ramon Mitra, who promised a land
reform law within 30 days after Congress opened in July,
said Tuesday he would cut debates on the bill when
House sessions resume next week.

“Enough time has been given and 1 think it’s time we
take a vote.” he said.

The country’s arable lands are estimated at 10 million
hectares (25 million acres). Senator Ernesto Maceda
estimates that the government would need up to 800
billion pesos (38.4 billion dollars) to fully implement and
sustain the programme over a |0-year period.

Some farmers are getting impatient.

“One year’s wail is too long,” said Teresita Arjona,
widow of one of the victims of what is now known as the
“Mendiola massacre”.

The colleagues of the slain marchers say the bills have
been pre-empted by !landless peasants, who have taken
over more than 70,000 hectares (175,000 acres) of idle,
government and privately-owned lands across the coun-
try.

Land is an emotional issue in this largely agricultural
country, where the average peasant family subsists on
rice and fish and where “sacadas”. migrant workers in
sugar plantations in the central Philippines, sometimes
earn as little as 10 pcsos (48 U.S. cents) a day.

Some young peasants with no hopc of job advancement
and owning no land take to the hills and join the
communist New Peoplc’s Army, which has been waging
a 19-year-oid guerrilla campaign.

Jaime Tadeo, leader of the lefi-wing Peasant Movement
of the Philippines {KMP), which organised last year’s
fatal march, says the bills in Congress have been watered
down to the point of “inutility™.

The House bill, under which retention limits would be
from seven to 14 hectares (17.5 to 35 acres), does not
prevent landowners from transferring titles to their rel-
atives Lo get around the proposed law’s provisions.
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Mr. Tadeo alleges that landlords are now diffusing
ownership of their land to their relatives and other
representatives and says that before the 10-year imple-
mentation period were through “there would be no land
left 10 reform™.

He said the Senate bill, which exempts land devoted to
agri-business ventures, would exclude 7.5 million hect-
ares (18.75 million acres) of agricultural plantations
partly owned by foreign firms.

The Mendiola massacre prompied Mrs. Aquino 1o create
a probe board, which recommended sanctions against
security officials and sedition charges against Mr, Tadeo
for allegedly inciting the peasants.

One year later, the commander of the security forces on
Mendiola, Brigadier General Ramon Montano, has been
promoted to security chief of Manila and its suburbs,
while the charges against Mr. Tadeo are pending in
court.

Aquino Appoints Vice Chief of Staff, PC Chief
HK221047 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog
1000 GMT 22 Jan 88

[Text] President Aquino today appointed Major General
Eduardo Ermita as new vice chief of staff of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines and Brigadier General Ramon
Montano as PC chief. The position of vice chief of staff
was vacated following the appointment of Lieutenant
General Renato de Villa as Armed Forces chief when
General Ramos took over the defense portfolio.

The extensive reorganization in the leadership of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines is the result of Rafael
Ileto’s resignation as defense secretary.

Meanwhile, Gen Ramos and Lt Gen Renato de Villa wil}
be sworn into office at Malacanang tomorrow,

Ileto Discusses Resignation With Reporters
BK220645 Manila PNA in English 0631 GMT
22 Jan 88

[Text] Manila, Jan. 22 (PNA-OANA)—Resigned
Defense Secretary Rafael M. lleto has admitted that the
Philippine military establishment has “some flaws,” but
refused to elaborate, saying “it's long story to tell.”

In talks with reporters after he quit the defense portfolio
Thursday, Ileto deplored that while the military’s
counter-insurgency operation was going very well, it
“was not to the level 1 expect.”

**Maybe we have not concentrated on it. Our actions had
been too diversified, looking at so many things instead of
concentraling on the main problem,” he said.
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lleto, whose resignation was accepted by President Cora-
zon Aquino, was succeeded by Armed Forces chief Gen.
Fidel V. Ramos.

Milntary vice chief of staff Lt. Gen. Renato S. de Villa
reptaced Ramos as the country’s top military officer.

When asked if there was anything wrong in the military
leadership under General Ramos, lleto said: “*No I
would not say that. I think we have a very good compo-
sition within the leadership of the military.”

But he added there are defects in the military organiza-
tional structure and operational aspects in the handling
of the counter-insurgency operations.

“The counter-insurgency operations are going along very
fine, but not to the level 1 expect,” he told defense
reporters.

In his resignation letter to President Aquino last Jan. 14,
lleto noted that his proposals to reorganize the 159,000-
strong military organization had not been acted upon
and felt it was 1ime for him to go.

lleto replaced then Defense Secretary Juan Ponce Enrile
in November last year after he was sacked by Aquino for
alleged plot to topple her in a coup.

Ramos Vows To Defend Aquino Government
HEK220905 Hong Kong AFP in English 0844 GMT
22 Jan 88

[Text] Manita, Jan 22 (AFP)}—New Defense Secretary
General Fidel Ramos Friday vowed 10 continue defend-
ing the constitutional government as a military revamp
continued with the appointment of two more senior
officials.

The overhaul was sparked Thursday by the resignation
of Defense Secretary Rafael lleto, 67, who said his
policies were being ignored and was widely rumored to
be the loser in a quiet power struggle with Armed Forces
chief of staff Gen. Ramos,

Gen. Ramos, 59, scheduled to retire from the military
once he takes his oath of office as defense secretary,
possibly this weekend, read a prepared statement to
journalists Friday but declined to answer any questions.

“Upholding our fundamental law and helping 1o
enhance the siability of our country against all threats
shall be my constant day-to-day endeavor,” he said,
wearing his regular khaki uniform and smoking a trade-
mark Manila cigar.

“My duty has always been the safeguarding of the gains
of our new-won democracy as now enshrined by our
people in the new constitution,” he said, refcrring to the
February 1986 revolt that toppled the Ferdinand Marcos
regime and instalied Mrs. Aquino in power.
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Gen. Ramos has since crushed five coup attempts
against Mrs. Aquino.

He avoided any mention Friday of differences with Mr.
lleto, a co-leader of the 1986 revolt, describing him as
*my mentor, my elder brother, my friend and my
superior’™ and saying he was a “hard act to follow.”

Sources said Gen. Ramos and Mr. Ileto, a retired Army
major-general and diplomat, differed in their approach
to the 19-year-old communist insurgency.

Gen. Ramos was replaced as armed forces chief of staff
by his protege Lieutenant General Renato de Villa in
what analysts saw as a unification of the chain of
command and a positive development in forging a
coordinated security program.

Mrs. Aquino Friday announced the appointment of two
more senior officials, Major General Eduardo Ermita as
vice chief of staff and Brigadier General Ramon Mon-
tano as head of the Constabulary, the main peacekeeping
force,

Brig. Gen. Montano, Manila’s security chief, is regarded
as another protege of Gen. Ramos, who once headed the
Constabulary.

The president, as Armed Forces eommander-in-chief, is
followed in the chain of command by the defense secre-
tary, the chief of staff, the vice chief of staff, the deputy
chief of staff, and the chiefs of the Constabulary, Army,
Navy and Air Force.

Maj. Gen. Ermita, one of the leaders of the February
1986 revolt, was deputy chief of staff before his appoint-
ment Thursday.

All the appointments are subject to congressional
approval but both the Senate and House of Representa-
tives are dominated by Aquino allies.

Promises Stability
HK221245 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog
1200 GMT 22 Jan 88

[Text] Newly appointed Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos
has promised 10 do his best to stabilize the eountry’s
situation, especiaily now, with rightist and leftist groups
posing grave threats. This was Ramos’ first official
statement after he was given the defense portfolio fol-
lowing the resignation of Secretary Rafael Ileto. He said
_grgat responsibility and many challenges come with the
Job.

Ramos, former Armed Forces of the Philippines chief,
has promised to put all his efforts, strength, and dedica-
tion into his new job. He added that his principle is to
guard our country’s democracy, which has been
enshrined by our people in the ratification of the new
constitution.

SOUTHEAST ASIA

Communists Term Ramos Approach ‘Militaristic’
HK211257 Hong Kong AFP in English 1233 GMT
21 Jan 88

[Text] Manila, Jan 21 (AFP)}—Communist guerrillas
said Thursday the government would assume a “milita-
rist approach™ after President Corazon Aquino named
Armed Forces chief General Fidel Ramos to replace
Defense Secretary Rafael lleto.

Mr. leto announced Thursday he was quitting the cab-
inet over the way the communist insurgency was being
handied by the government.

“With the appointment of Ramos in a civilian position,
it is expected that a more militarist approach will be
applied in solving the people’s problems,” said Arnel
Sandoval, a communist spokesman in Manila.

“As a result of this, violent attacks on people’s organi-
zations will escalate to surpass the record of the hated
(Ferdinand) Marcos dictatorship.” he toid reporters in a
clandestine interview.

Mr. Sandoval speaks for the Alex Boncayao Brigade, an
urban assassination squad of the communist New Peo-
ple’s Army (NPA) which the military says was responsi-
ble for the murder of more than 100 soldiers, policemen
and civilians in Manila last year.

The rebel described Mr. Ileto as an “ineffective imple-
mentor” of what he called a U.S.-designed counter-
insurgency program. While noting that Mr. Ileto tri-
umphed in the campaign against communist “Huk”
insurgents in the [95(s, his approach was “obsolete and
does not apply to the present time.”

Gen. Ramos *‘is an expert in counter-insurgency opera-
tions and his approach is more militaristic,” Mr. San-
doval added.

He described Gen. Ramos’ appointed successor, Lieu-
tenant General Renato de Villa, as a “Ramos boy.”

Meanwhile, a Philippine Air Force lieutenant and an
NPA rebel were killed in an ambush near the U.S. Clark
Air Base north of Manila before dawn Thursday, mili-
tary spokesmen said in the nearby town of San Fer-
nando.

Lieutenant Napoleon Sabalbaro was killed when his
patrol was ambushed near Porac town, some 10 kilome-
ters {six miles) from Clark. The soldiers returned fire,
killing one of the rebels, they added.

NPA rebels shot dead two U.S. servicemen, an Ameriean
civilian and a Filipino in simultaneous attacks outside
Clark last October.
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The insurgents said the killings were a warning for
Washinglon to stop supporting Mrs. Aquino’s war
against the NPA.

Poll Returns Destroyed in Cotabato Fire
HK211150 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog
1000 GMT 21 Jan 88

[Text] Unidentified men burned the municipal hall of
Magpet, Cotabato a few hours afier the winning candi-
date in the town was proclaimed. Here is May Leoncito
of DXMD-Kidapawan:

[Begin recording] Magpet town is a few kilometers from
Kidapawan, the capital of Cotabato Province. According
to reports reaching this station, the entire municipal hall
building, which housed the Comelee offiee, police sta-
tion, and other government agencies, was bombed.

Earlier reports said that fire first broke out in the
Comelec office and consumed elections returns from the
municipal level. Howcver, the winners had been pro-
claimed an hour before thc fire broke out. Elections
returns at the provincial level were not damaged as they
had already been sent to the provincial board of canvass-
ers.

The fire spread rapidly to other parts of the building.
[passage indistinet] Police investigations are going on.
Authorities suspect arson due to the rapid spread of the
fire and duc to the fact the fire started in the Comelec
office. [end reeording]

Cavite City Hall Under Tight Security
HK220939 Quezon City Radye ng Bayan in Tagalog
0900 GMT 22 Jan 88

[Text] Cavite City Hall was placed under tight security
due to reports of plans to burn the building. Troops from
the PC provincial eommand and thc Philippine Navy
stationed at Sangley Point were sent there to help the
police secure the area.

The situation in Cavite became tense when supporters of
the losing candidate forced their way into the building
and destroyed the tally boards. The protesters ques-
tioned the victory of former Mayor Julian Medina. In
addition, another eandidate, Natividad Nazareno, peti-
tioned Comelec to suspend proclaiming Medina the
victor, accusing him of cheating,

Coalition Candidates Said Leading Nationwide
HK211413 Quezon City MALAYA in English
2fJan 88 pp 1. 6

[Text] Pro-administration candidates are leading oppo-
sition and independent aspirants 60-40 in the provinces
in Monday’s elections that saw the toppling in some
places of political dynasties that had been in power since

SOUTHEAST ASIA

the commonwealth and in others the bouneing back of
old politicians who had been out of the limelight since
President Aquino came to power.

In Metro Manila, meanwhile, early leaders maintained
their leads with a probable 50-30 division of the four
cities and 13 towns in the metropolis between candidates
of the ruling eoalition and independent or opposition
candidates.

In Batangas, Unido [United Nationalist Democratic
Organizations] gubernatorial eandidate Benjamin Lau-
rel, nephew of Vice President Salvador Laurel, was
trailing administration candidate Vicente Mayo.
Observers said it would be the first time that a Laurel
would lose an election in Batangas.

In Rizal, administration candidate Vic Sumulong, scion
of a family that has political roots as deep in Rizal as
those of thc Laurels in Batangas, was losing to Liberal
Party candidate Rey San Juan.

In Isabela, septuagenarian Faustino Dy of the KBL was
drubbing administration candidate Manuel Siquian JIr.,
while in Olongapo City, young Riehard Gordon, also an
opposition candidate, was heading for a landslide win
over Geronimo Lipumano.

In the lloeos region, politicians identifted with the
deposed President Marcos were leading by big margins,
but in Central Luzon, administration candidates were
heading for a sweep as expected.

In the Bicol region, the gubernatorial races were evenly
divided between ruling coalition eandidates and opposi-
tion or independent candidates. The trend also held true
in the Visayas and Mindanao.

In Manila, winning mayoral candidate Gemiliano Lopez
Jr. yesterday paid a eall on Lito Atienza, Liberal Party
bet, as a gesture of reconciliation and enjoined Atienza
to support his program of goverment.

Alienza, who had conceded the race, aceeded to his
rival’s request.

Lopez’s program of government emphasizes renewal,
education and health, business development, ereation of
jobs and publie works.

All Move Makati candidates except for its standard
bearer, Augusto “Boboy” Syjuco who had eongratuiated
his winning rival Jejomar Binay, yesterday pledged to
continue with their “vigilanee to protect the sanctity of
the ballot.”

Vice mayoral candidate Leroy Salvador and 12 council
aspirants, in a jointl statement, said the results of the
counting do not warrant them to concede defeat but call
for vigilance.
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Aside from Salvador, the other signatories to the state-
ment were Johnny Wilson, Cecil Acasio, Jose Alamis,
Jay Francisco, Ven Loque, Elena Maccay, Chiquito
Pangan, Ric Nepomuceno, Tony Manalili, Bobby Bril-
lante, Jun de Vera, and Elias Tolentino.

Salonga Comments on Aquino Relatives’ Defeat
HK211152 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog
1000 GMT 21 Jan 88

[Text] Senator Jovito Salonga stressed that the defeat of
most of President Aquino’s relatives in the just con-
cluded local elections was not the result of the Liberal
Party’s campaign activities, but rather a decision of the
people.

Salonga made the announcement following the defeat of
most of the president’s relatives in the Jocal elections.

{Begin Salonga recording in English] On the issue of
political dynasty, we are not claiming the credit. It is the
credit of the Filipino people in the province of Rizal. 1
understand that this is not happening only in Rizal but
also in Quezon City and in other provinces in Luzon and
Mindanao. In a sense, this is a positive development,
because we are against concentration of power. We are
not against any personalities. We have no personal score
to settle, but we are against the monopoly and the
concentration of political and economic power. [end
recording]

Laurels Headed for ‘Humiliating Defeat’
HK211417 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE
in English 21 Jan 88 pp 1, §

[By staff member Wilson Bailon]

[Text] Another member of a political dynasty—the Lau-
rels in Batangas-—yesterday appeared headed for a
humiliating defeat.

Benjamin *“Benjie” Laurel, nephew of Vice President
Salvador Laurel, was trailing Vicente Mayo in the guber-
natorial in Batangas based on partial unofficial returns.

But Mayo, 55, the Lakas ng Bansa [Power of the Nation]
bet and protege of Rep. Hernando Perez, insisted the
trend was “irreversible.”” He claimed he would win by no
less than 80,000 votcs.

The other prominent victims of the dynasty issue in the
Just-concluded local elections were the President’s cous-
in, Victor Sumulong and sister-in-law Mila Aquino-
Albert,

Sumulong was losing in the Rizal gubernational fight and
Albert placed a dismal third in the Quezon City mayoral
race.
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Based on unofficial returns from 14 towns, Mayo as of
vesterday, garnered 170,035 votes while Laurel had
98.612, a difference of 71,423 votes.

These returns werc from Sta. Teresita, Balete, San
Nicolas, Alitagtag, Calatagan, Taal, Lcmery, Lian, Bala-
yan, Tuy and Padre Garcia.

In Batangas City, Mayo said he was leading by 28,000
voltcs in the 254 precincts so far canvassed. Only 42
precincts rcmaincd unaccounted for, he added.

Mayo also clobbered Laurel in Lipa City, the former’s
hometown, 36,125 to 12,141 as of yesterday. In
Tanauan, Laurel’s bailiwick, Mayo lost by some 12,000
voles.

Mayo said he expects to win in 22 out of the 32 towns in
the province.

His running mate, Nelson Collantes, a nephew of former
Minister Manuel Collantes, is also leading Laurel’s vice
gubernatorial bet, Luz Torio.

Nine of Mayo’s 10 provincial board members are also
winning.

In the mayoral races, Lakas ng Bansa bet Eduardo
Dimacuha edged out Unido’s [United Nationalist Dem-
ocratic Organizations] Jose Atienza, the former OIC
[officer-in-charge). in Batangas City.

In Lipa City, Ruben Umali, who bolted the Unido in the
middle of the campaign, is winning the mayoral contest,

In a long distance telephonc interview, Mayo told the
CHRONICLE his impending victory *“is an upset
because my opponent belongs 10 a well-placed political
clan.” He added, “they had all the O1Cs.”

The former OIC vice government [as published] said he
felt he would win after seeing and feeling the crowd’s
response to his call to end the Laurel dynasty in
Batangas.

*] know the people were against them. Sawa ng ang (ao
sa kanila dahil wala naman silang nagagawa. Gusto lang
nilang makamkam ang lahat sa Batangas [The people are
tired of them because they did nothing anyway. They just
want to have all of Batangas.]

The Laurels have been in politics in the last 80 years,
Mayo said. Aside from the vice president, the other
Laurel family members still active in politics include
Sotero, a senator and brother of the vice president, and
Rep. Lally Laurel-Trinidad, daughter of former Speaker
Jose B. Laurel.

Benjie Laurel, 36, was former provincial administrator
when his elder brother, Jose Laurel V or Joey, who
refused to run for reelection, was governor.
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Mayo is a distant relative of the late Sen. Claro Mayo
Recto. He topped the provincial board elections in 1980
when he ran under the ticket of Joey Laurel.

Mayo was put up by Perez to run afler the representative
bolted the Unido shortly before the May congressional
eleetions. Perez was called an “ingrate” by the Laurels.

Comelec To Decide on Delayed Polls Soon
HK220316 Quezon City Radyvo ng Bayan in Tagalog
0100 GMT 22 Jan 88

[Text] The Comelec will announce in a day or two
whether elections in 1] provinces will be carried out in
accordance with the revised schedule. The Comelec said
there is no change in the peace-and-order situation in
those provinces despite the commission’s efforts to ease
political tension. Tony Valencia has the details:

[Begin recording] The Comelec yesterday placed its full
authority behind 11 provinces to ensure clean and peace-
ful elections in those areas which it said were likely to
cause problems on 18 January, Comelec Chairman
Ramon Felipe Jr said the decision to go ahead with the
election will be based on the assessment of the supervi-
sory team headed by Commissioner Anacleto Badoy.
The team is in Mindanao at present to carry out a
high-level assessment of the peace-and-order situation
there. They are also conferring with military authorities
and Comelec field officials regarding security plans and
the deployment of troops in the places where the polls
will be held. On 1 February elections will be held in
Lanao del Norte, including lligan City, and Lanao del
Sur, including Marawi City. On 8 February elections will
be held in Tawitawi. Meanwhile, Comelec ealled for a
new voters’ registration in Siasi, Sulu, to ensure that a
credible election will be held on 15 February. [end
recording}

Aquino To Reorganize Administration Parties
HK220935 Quezon City Radyo ng Bavan in Tagalog
0900 GMT 22 Jan 88

[Text] President Aquino will reorganize the Lakas ng
Bansa [Power of the Nation] and PDP [Pilipino Demo-
cratic Party]-Laban [lakas ng Bayan—Nation’s
Strength] leadership. These two parties are the leading
groups in thc administration’s coalition. According to
Senator Aquilino Pimentel, Jr, the reasons for the reshuf-
fle are wide-ranging misunderstandings between the par-
ties in the just concluded election. The changes must be
implemented to avoid the brcakdown of the coalition.

Thailand

Rangers Killed in Laotian Border Ambush
BK220059 Bangkok THE NATION in English
22Jan 88 p i

[Text] Laotian soldiers ambushcd a Thai road construc-
tion team in the disputed border area of Phitsanulok
Wednesday [20 January] killing eight army-trained rang-
ers and wounding more than 10 others, army sources in
the northern province reported yesterday.
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[Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English in a similar 22
January report on page 1 provides different casuaity
figures: “Pathet Lao troops killed 11 Thai soldiers and
wounded seven in an ambush near Hill 1428 in Phitsa-
nulok on Wednesday, a military source said last night.”]

The sources said the ambush sparked an hours-long
battle between Thai and Laotian soldiers who have been
fighting for control of the strategic hill which Thaiiand
says is in Ban Romklao of Chat Trakarn District, about
500 km from Bangkok.

The ambush took place only two days before Premier
Prem Tinsulanon’s visit to the border area.

THE NATION’s reporters yesterday saw soldiers trans-
porting bodies of the eight slain Rangers to a local temple
in Lom Sak District of neighbouring Phetchabun.

It could not be immediately confirmed whether the eight
rangers were among the 30 Thai soldiers a regional army
chief said were killed in the protracted border fight since
December.

Lt Gen Siri Thiwaphan, commander of the 3rd Army
Region, told reporters in Bangkok yesterday that 30 Thai
soldiers died and another 70 were wounded in the
weeks-long battle. He estimated that at least 80 Laotian
soldiers were also killed.

The army sources said one of the rangers killed Wednes-
day was Capt Pinyo Sinochai, commander of 3404th
Company of the Phetchabun-based 34th Rangcr Regi-
ment.

They said 24 rangers were escorting a soldier engineer
unit constructing a dirt road when they came under fire,
The site was recently recaptured by Thai forces from
Laotian intruders.

One source said Laotian troops used rocket-propelled
grenades in the ambush which reportedly took place at
around § am.

He said a battbc then ensued, iasting until noon. Laotian
casualties were not known.

The other seven rangers who died in the ambush were
identified as Prachak Khrongkaeo, Won Tan Phromma,
Chalieo Saensichan, Somchit Ma-on, Ayutthaya Chua-
bunchan, Phitsanu Patimak and Cha-ngon Taonit.

Their bodies were sent to Wat Simongkhon in Lom Sak
District of neighbouring Phetchabun for religious rites
yesterday.

Lt Gen Siri said vesterday that Thai soldiers have so far
found 15 bodics of Laotian soldiers but none of the
bodies were identificd as Victnamese.
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Thai army has charged that Vietnamese soldiers in Laos
and members of a pro-Soviet Thai communist move-
ment had aided 1the Laotians in the border fight at Hill
1428.

Thailand has accused Laotian soldiers of intruding into
the dispuied area and launched an operation in early
December 1o dislodge them.

Lt Gen Siri said around 150-200 Laotians were still
entrenched on the hill which Vientiane claims is jn its
territory.

The general said Thai forces had on Tuesday overrun a
Laotian position.

He said the army would need “little more time™ to push
out the remaining Laotians. h

“We don’t want 10 take a drastic action. Our policy is to
avoid escalating the battle,” he said.

Siri said the army does not want the dispute to turn into
a conflict of bigger magnitude.

Premier Prem is scheduled to visit the disputed area
today. Siri said tight security was prepared for the visit.

Laos Accused of Forcing Hmong Across Border
BK220329 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English
22Jan 88 p 3

[Text] Ban Winai, Loei—Laos has been forcing Hmong
hilltribes into Thailand, Deputy Governor Somchit Chu-
laphong said yesterday.

Briefing Interior Minister Prachuap Suntharangkun who
was visiting the Pak Chom District refugee camp, Sub-Lt
Somchit satd Laos was also denying entry 10 any Hmong
wishing to return.

Vientiane had done nothing to prevent the tribesmen
from escaping to Thailand, he said.

The Hmong peopulation in Ban Winat at the last count
was 40,264, he said, and the birth rate was an alarming
five per cent.

Compounding the problems resulting from Vientiane’s
policy were Laotian and Thai racketeers who were boost-
ing the influx by smuggling Hmong across the Mekong
River to Ban Winai, he said.

Sub-Lt Somchit said about 30 Hmong in Ban Winai were
suspected of smuggling their people from Laos into the
camp for fees ranging from 4,000-8,000 a head.

The money was usually mailed to privately-held post
office boxes near the camp and paid to the racketeers by
relatives of the rcfugees who are abroad, he said.
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The deputy governor said he was seeking Interior Min-
istry approval 10 send the 30 suspects Lo a camp in
Nakhon Ratchasima.

Last year, 26 Thats, including a policeman and a defence
volunteer, were eharged with involvement in the smug-
gling rackets. In addition, 189 Hmong illegal immigrants
were proseculed and 580 were forcibly sent back on their
arrival in Thailand.

In an effort to stem the human tide, the official has
proposed that the ministry erect barricades around the
camp and ban the teaching of the Thai language among
Hmong. Refugees in the camp who offer the illegal
immigrants assistance should also be deported, he sug-
gested.

Pak Chom District officer Amphon Muthitacharoen told
Gen Prachuap at a checkpoint about 20km from the
camp that about 90 local villagers were suspected of
involvement in the smuggling of Hmong into the camp
for 4,000-7,000 baht per head.

Gen Prachuap said he would consider Sub-Lt Somchit’s
proposals but he doubted that barricades would stem the
influx.

While maintaining Thailand’s policy of giving tempo-
rary refuge 1o political refugees from Laos, Gen Pra-
chuap said third countries must accept more for reset-
tlement otherwise the camp here would be 1nundated,
creating a burden for the Government.

This month, about 1,200 Hmong have been accepted for
resettlement in the United States and 9,000 are likely to
be resettled this vear, said Phon Penphak. ministry
information director.

The US, he said, has pledged to accept no less than 9,000
Hmong from Thailand next year. “At this rate, we
believe the problem will be eased considerably,”” he
added.

Interior Minister Tours Refugee Camp
BK220740 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai
0000 GMT 22 Jan 88

[Text] Interior Minister General Prachuap Suntharang-
kun reported to newsmen on his visit yesterday 1o the
refugee camp in Pak Chom District, Loei Provinee. He
said that the refugee center and the province complained
to him about the increasing number of the refugees,
mainly of the Hmong hilltribe, from the LPDR. There
are at present over 40,000 refugees at the center. The
new arrivals are mostly those sneaking into the camp
illegally either by means of smuggling or by making their
way into the camp by themselves. This posed a serious
problem for control.

-2
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The interior minister said the province and refugee
officials proposed to the ministry several measures 10
take, including turning the camp into a closed center,
improving educational facilities for the refugees who
wish to leave for a third country, negotiating with Laos
for repatriation, and taking strict action through law
enforcement to arrest and punish those who help the
Hmong people into the center.

Administration Center Being Scaled Down
BK170717 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai
17Jan 88 p 2

[Text] Aecording to Prasong Sunsiri, secrelary to the
Prime Minisier, Prime Minister General Prem Tinsula-
non has instructed him to consider scaling down the
Center for Administration of Southern Border Provinces
because as the situation in the south has already
improved considerably, it would be wasteful to maintain
the center’s large structure.

Prasong said he consulted Suwit Suthanukun, National
Security Council secretary general, on the matter and
agreed on the center gradually reducing its role to normal
level within 3-4 years. A reduction of the center’s per-
sonnel has already begun because the situation in the
south has improved markedly.

The center was established in 1978 with the major
objective of coordinating the various agencies in solving
problems in the southern border provinces, preventing
and suppressing terrorism, improving efficiency of the
bureaucracy, and developing social and economic struc-
tures in the area. Civilian, police and military agencies
worked with the center.

Indonesian Technology Minister Calls on Prem
BK220935 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai
1300 GMT 21 Jan 88

[Text] Indonesian minister of state for research and
teehnology, Dr B.Y. Habibie, and his delegation, accom-
panied by Indonesian Ambassador to Thailand Air Mar-
shal Aried Riyadi, paid a courtesy call on Prime Minister
General Prem Tinsulanon at Government House at 1100
today during their 20-24 January visit to Thailand.

The Indonesian minister of state for research and tech-
nology said that the purpose of his visit to Thailand is to
present aletter from Indonesian President Subarto to the
Thai prime minister. He is assigned by the Indonesian
Government to explain to Thai leaders Indonesia’s
advancement in science and technology. He said that
now [ndonesia can produce sufficient aircrafi for domes-
tic use and also for export. Dr Habibie said that Indo-
nesia had sold five aircraft for the Agrieulture and
Cooperatives Ministry of Thailand for rain-making oper-
ations, and that the Thai Government is interested in
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buying three more aircraft from Indonesia. The Indone-
sian Government wants to suggest that the purchase can
be made by barter. In addition, he also praised Thailand
for its progress, saying that the country is clean and
beautiful.

On the occasion, the prime minister pointed out that
Indonesia is quite advanced in technology. As for the
aireraft deal, he will assign the Agriculture and Cooper-
atives Ministry 1o study the feasibility of the conditions
offered by the Indonesian Government,

Columnist on State’s Sigur Cambodia Statement
BK211420 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai
20Jan 88 p 9

[M.R. Khukrit Pramot’s **Soi Suan Phlu™ eolumn]

{Text] “*Pa is not involved in the royal decoration issue.”
That was a banner headline in KHAO SOT newspaper.
What 1 would like to know is: When is Pa involved in the
affairs of the eountry?

In fact, I do not wish to write about Khun Prem today—
well, any day—because I do not see any point in wriling
about him since he refuses 1o be involved in, commitied
10, or know about anything.

I will write about something which has nothing to do
with Khun Prem. T will write about Cambodia where
fighting is going on and we don’t know who is fighting
against whom. Later on Thailand may be the same way,
that is, we will not know who is fighting against whom,
although Pa will always remain uninvolved in whatever
may happen.

The U.S. Government does not think the Khmer Rouge
will return 10 power once a political settlement is reached
among the various factions in Cambodia.

This was stated, on behalf of the U.S. Government, by
Gaston Sigur who met with Prime Minister Prem during
his visit to Thailand. The two must have discussed a
nuraber of noncommitial issues before taking up the
Cambodian problem for conversation.

Sigur said he does not think the Khmer Rouge would
come 1o power again beeause there are signs of move-
ment that the United States believes will happen. There
was a misunderstanding that the United States had
discussed this matter with the Soviet Union.

The second reason is: the United States does not think
the Cambodian people want the Khmer Rouge back in
power.

The first reason is a reason given by a half-crazy man. He
based his reasoning on his own projection of something
in the future. The second reason, meanwhile, is that of a
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really crazy man. The United States, Thailand, and the
whole world know that no one in Cambodia wants the
Khmer Rouge as a government.

If ever the Khmer Rouge got back in power, the Cambo-
dian people would be persecuted and millions of them
would be killed. What happened once was very evident.
When the Khmer Rouge was in power, those who did not
like the Khmer Rouge did not fight because they were
not organized and did not have weapons. They only
argued or refused to follow thc orders of those crazy
people. Yet, the result is that alt of them were killed by
the Khmer Rougc,

If the Khmer Rouge came back to power, we would see
Cambodians fleeing their country again. Wherc to? To
Thailand. The United States, which once pledged to
resettle them, is taking fewer and fewer. There are
hundreds of thousands of refugees in Thailand at
present. The refugee camps have become tourist attrac-
tions for VIPs visiting Thailand. Foreign kings, dignitar-
ies, presidents, prime ministers, ministers, and leading
world figures who visit Thailand are always taken to see
the refugee camps.

This is sad. It is like showing to our foreign guests thc
animals we have trapped.

Human rights that we have heard about and talked about
do not exist anymore.

There are threc factions in Cambodia fighting against the
Vietnamese al present. There is the faction of Prince
Sihanouk, who is assuming the role of head of statc. The
faction of Son Sann seems to be second in rank. And the
Khmer Rouge apparently ranks third because it realizes
that it is unpopular in the eyes of the world. Prince
Sihanouk still commands worldwide respect, and every-
one has agreed to him as head of the Cambodian state.
However, from the point of view of organization and
weapons, the prince is far weaker than the Khmer Rouge.

Son Sann himself is an intelligent leader and has a large
number of followers—enough to set up an army. Yet, the
strength of Prince Sihanouk and Son Sann when com-
bined still is much less than that of the Khmer Rouge.
They will never be ablc 1o overcome the Khmer Rouge,
but will have to succumb to it over the control of the
country.

I therefore do not believe in the signs of movemeni
which the United States believes is building up which
will prevent the Khmer Rouge from assuming power. it
is one of the most nonsensical things to which Khun
Prem has to listen.
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Vietnam

Hanoi Cites ASEAN Reaction to U.S. Statement
BK211515 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese
1100 GMT 21 Jan 88

[Text] According to foreign sources, speaking in Singa-
pore on 21 January, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for
East Asian and Pacific Affairs Gaston Sigur expressed
concern over public opinion in Southeast Asia demand-
ing that this region be turned into a nuclear-free zone of
peace. He complained that ASEAN’s viewpoint is huri-
ing the U.S. policy of detcrrence, a policy which is only
aimed at ensuring the security of countries in the region.

Public opinion in some ASEAN countries has strongly
criticized Gaston Sigur’s statement and considered it a
manifestation of Washington’s scheme to maintain U.S.
military bases in Southeast Asia, in panticular the Clark
Air Base and the Subic naval base in the Philippines.
Public opinion in Malaysian holds that almost all
ASEAN countries support the transformation of South-
cast Asia into a nuclear-free zone because this is the
surest way to guarantee regional peace and security.

U.S, Agrees on Plan To Resettle Amerasians
BK211559 Hong Kong AFP in English 1535 GMT
21 Jan 88

[Text] Hanoi, Jan 21 (AFP)}—Vietnam and Washington
have agreed on a two-year plan 1o resettle some 30,000
Vietnamese Amerasians and their families in the United
Statcs, a Foreign Ministry spokesman said here Thurs-
day.

The resettlement plan was suggested by U.S. Democrat
Congressman Robert Mrazek during his visit here Janu-
ary 15-18, spokesman Ho The Lan said, adding that it
will take effect from March.

Hanoi and Washington made concrete progress on
resolving the issue of Amerasian children—born of U.S.
scrvicemen and Vietnamese mothers during the Viet-
nam war—following a wvisit here in August by U.S.
presidential envoy, General John Vessey,

According 1o U.S. statistics, morc than 3,500 Amera-
sians left for the United States betwecn 1979 and 1986
and around 10,000 still live in Vietnam.

Of the reccnt visits here by thrcc U.S. congressional
delcgations, Mrs. Lan said Democrat Congressman
Francis McCloskey had proposed a student exchange
programme and scholarships for Vietnamese students.

Hanot told the congressmen that there were no Ameri-
cans still held in Vietnam, saying that such reports were
*groundiess,” Mrs, Lan said.
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She said discussions with the congressmen had dealt
with “regional problems including Cambodia,” adding
that Hanoi believed Washington should have a role in
finding a solution to the Cambodian conflict.

The two sides also discussed ways of “resolving human-
itarian issues concerning the two countries,” thus estab-
lishing a link between the issue of U.S. soldiers missing
in action (MIA’s) and Vietnam’s humanitarian prob-
lems, Mrs. Lan said.

The U.S. congressmen promised to ask “U.S. private
organizations” to participate in solving Vietnam’s
humanitarian questions, she added.

The spokeswoman said that 8,667 Vietnamese joined
their families in the United States in 1987, as part of the
U.N.-sponsored orderly departure program {ODP), but
added that U.S. authorities should further simplify
immigration procedures.

Three U.S. congressional delegations visited Hanoi this
year for talks on MIA’s, Amerasians and Vietnam’s
humanitarian questions.

Report on Hun Sen’s News Conference
BK221437 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese
HI00 GMT 22 Jan 88

[Text] Dear friends: According to reports from Paris, the
second round of talks between Chairman Hun Sen and
Prince Sihanouk at Saint Germain-en-Laye concluded
on 21 January 1988, The talks took place in a friendly
and fraternal atmosphere. Following the talks, Chairman
Hun Sen held a news conference with a large number of
French and foreign journalists.

At the news conference, Chairman Hun Sen said that the
agenda of the talks was as follows:

1. The timetable for the withdrawal of Vietnamese
troops from Cambodia;

2. The establishment of a Cambodian coalition govern-
ment;

3. The future political system of Cambodia;

4. The principles for independence, neutrality, and non-
alignment; and

5. International guarantee and eontrol.

Chairman Hun Sen affirmed that the two sides had
rcached an agreement on the third, fourth, and fifth
questions which are considered by both sides as funda-
mental issues contributing toward the settlement of
other questions.

On the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops, Chairman Hun
Sen suggested a 24-month deadline as part of an agree-
ment linked to the elimination of the military forces
belonging to the Pol Pot clique and to the termination of
foreign intervention against Cambodia. This timetable is
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a real guarantee for the Cambodian people’s security
following the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops. The two
sides also agreed to continue discussion on this question
at the next meeting.

The two sides agreed on the establishment of a Cambo-
dian coalition government at a suitable time with the
participation of different political parties.

Chairman Hun Sen declared: We agreed on the estab-
lishment of a coalition government based on the results
of an election to be held by the Cambodian people. He
added that it is necessary to organize an election with the
participation of all parties and under international
supervision.

Answering newsmen’s questions about Cambodia’s
future political system, Chairman Hun Sen pointed out
it is the Cambodian people who will decide this future
political system.

Chairman Hun Sen further disclosed that the two sides
had agreed to hold the third meeting at Pyongyang in
April 1988, the fourth meeting in Paris at the end of this
year, and the fifth meeting in New Delhi.

Dear friends, during his previous meeting with Chair-
man Hun Sen in December 1987, Prince Sihanouk asked
Chairman Hun Sen to convey his kind regards to Com-
rades Pham Van Dong, Souphanouvong, and Phoumi
Vongvichit. To return Prince Sihanouk’s goodwill, Com-
rade Pham Van Dong has asked Comrade Hun Sen to
forward a thank-you letter he wrote tn his personal
capacity, to Prinee Sihanouk. The text of the letter
follows:

Hanoi, 6 January 1988
To Samdech Norodom Sihanouk

Dear Samdech, returning from Paris, His Excellency
Hun Sen conveyed your kind regards and those of
Princess Monique to me and my friends. On behalf of
my friends and on my own behalf, 1 profoundly thank
Samdech for your kind regards, for I always cherish and
rejoice over our mutual feelings of friendship and
respect.

From the bottom of my heart, I wish the meetings
between Samdech and His Excellency Hun Sen splendid
success. For my part, | have welcomed and will warmly
welcome all agreements reached between Samdech and
His Excellency Hun Sen.

Last but not least, I sincerely wish Samdech, Princess
Monique, and your family good health and happiness.

Cordially yours,

[Signed] Pham Van Dong
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Comrades Souphanouvong and Phoumi Vongvichit
have also asked Comrade Hun Sen 1o forward their
letters of thanks to Prince Sihanouk for his kind regards.

Foreign Ministry Briefing
BK211335 Hanoi VNA in English 1430 GMT
21 Jan 88

[Quotation marks as received]

[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 21—A spokeswoman for the
Vietnamese Foreign Ministry called a regular press brief-
ing today.

On questions regarding Kampuchea, Ms. Ho The Lan,
deputy chief of the Foreign Ministry’s Press and Infor-
mation Department, said: ““The joint four-point commu-
nique reached between Chairman Hun Sen and Prince
Sihanouk is an initial step of prime importance. It has
defined the framework, measures and goal for a political
solution to the Kampuchea issue, and made it clear that
the Kampuchea question must be resolved among the
Kampuchean parties themselves, which will be guaran-
teed by an international conference. This fully conforms
with the policy of national reconcilitation and the five-
point political solution of the People’s Republic of
Kampuchea and the position of the three Indochinese
countries. It also has genuinely reflected the real situa-
tion in Kampuchea and Prince Sihanouk’s efforts in
seeking a political solution 10 the Kampuchea issue.”

About the Vietnam-U.S. relationship, she said: “Since
January this year, three delegations of U.S. Congressmen
have visited Vietnam; One led by McCloskey from Jan.
8-13, another by Atkins from Jan. 12-15, and the third by
Mrazek from Jan.15-18. They were briefed on the situ-
ation in Vietnam and on issues regarding bilateral rela-
tions. Apart from its working agenda with the Foreign
Ministry, they also had working sessions with the Min-
istries of Labour, War Disabled and Social Welfare,
Public Health, Justice, and Vocational and Higher Edu-
cation and Job-Training, and toured places of interest.
McCloskey's delegation also had diseussions with the
ambassador of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea in
Hanoi.

Beside the main topics which are humanitarian issues of
both sides they discussed several issues of mutual con-
cern such as the situation in Southeast Asia including the
Kampuchean issue. The U.S. senators expressed their
support for the recent meeting between Chairman Hun
Sen and Prince Sihanouk.*

With regard to the orderly departure program (O.D.P.),
the spokeswoman said that the 8,667 Vietnamese left for
the United States within the ODP in 1987. She funther
said that the Vietnamese side bad called on the recipient
countries, particularly the United Stales, 1o simplify the
procedures involving interviews, medical checks, elc. so
as not to cause delays in the ODP and the family reunion
programs as was the case in the past.
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Asked if there has been any progress in the Vieinam-
China relation Mrs Ho The Lan said:

*If you understand progress 10 be somelhing different
from the past, yes we may say there has been progress
because, acting in the spirit of the Sixth Congress of 1he
Communist Party of Vietnam, we have continued to
demonstrate our goodwill and have refrained from any
criticism of China. The Vietnamese mass media have
shown greal restraint in the recent past. In 1987, many
Vietnamese delegations went to China 1o take part in
international conferences. Chinese boats and vessels in
distress in the Vietnamese sea were quickly rescued and
were promptly returned to the Chinese side together with
their crews,

The situation atong the Vieitnam-China border area has
been quiel, gencrally speaking. The Chinese side has
continued its artillery sehllings on Vi Xuyen area and its
intrusions across the border, but on a lesser scale than in
the past.**

Proceedings of Journalists Conference

Nguyen Van Linh Address
BK211610 Hanoi VNA n English 1500 GMT
21 Jan 88

[Text] Hanoi VNA January 21—Parly General Secrelary
Nguyen Van Linh today addressed the round-table of
Asian-Pacific journalists which wound up in Ho Chi
Minh City today.

tollowing is the full text of his address:

On behalf of the leadership of the Communist Party of
Vietnam and of the Vietnam state, | would like first of all
to warmly welcome all participants in this round-table of
Asian-Pacific journalists held in the historic Ho Chi
Minh City.

The participation in this undertaking of representalives
of press organizations from over twenty countries in the
Asian-Pacific region and representatives of international
press organizations shows the deep concern of press
circles in Asia-Pacific about this strategically important
region, the most densely populated in the world.

The addresses you made in the past 2 days were valuable
contributions to the normalization of the siluation 1n
this region as well as 1o the promotion of professional
relations among Asian-Pacific journalists.

Before an exchange of views on conerete matters of your
concern, | wish 10 express my views on some common
problems. We meel at a place that 13 years ago witnessed
the complele liberation of our beloved South Vietnam
and the reunification of Vietnam, our beloved country.
The 1975 victory opened up a new period in Vietnam's
history and provided our people with favourable condi-
1tons for building a new life. So far, we have succeeded in
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initially overcoming the sequels of war. and now we are
step by step building thc material and technical basis of
socialism with a view to bringing 1o our people a life of
plenty and happiness. Over the past ten years and more,
the Vietnamcese people have been striving valiantly 1o
overcome all difficulties and obstacles, and have
recorded important achievements in the construction
and defence of their socialist motherland.

The sixth national congress of our party in December
1986 set us a big. pressing task, i.e. lo carry out a
deep-going and comprehensive renovation.

This renovation is to bc started in the domain of
thinking, firstly in economic thinking; renovation is also
to be effected in organization. in personnel. in leadership
style. and in work style. Basing ourselves on the new
thinking, we are now carrying out three important tasks
in economic construction:

l. To rearrange the economic structure and the structure
of investments. to concentrate human and malterial
resources on lhe implementation of the three major
economic programmes, namely the production of food,
the production of consumer goods. and the production
of goods for exporl.

2. To renovate the mechanism of economic management
50 as to liberate the production force; to create a strong
motive force for the development of production: to
abolish the system of centralized bureaucratic subsidiza-
tion by the stalec and to shifl 10 a mechanism of cost-
accounting in socialist business.

3. To remove irrational restrictions for a development of
all the five economic sectors, giving the leading role 10
the stale-managed economy while encouraging invest-
ments and development of production by the private and
individual cconomics.

Along with the implementation of these tasks of renova-
tion, we constantly pay great attention to democratiza-
tion, bringing into full play the pcople’s right to maslter-
ship, in line with the slogan: “Known 1o the people,
discussed by the people. done by the people. and con-
trolled by the people™.

In the present sociceconomic conditions of our country.
numerous difficulties are still to be overcome, but many
encouraging new factors havc already appeared in all
aspecls of ssocial lifc. Most noleworthy is that an atmo-
sphere of openness, democratization and publicity has
begun. The press and other mass media have become
more active and morc dynamic in their work, thus
contributing effectively 1o the cause of renovation.

Only one year has elapsed since our sixth party congress.
and we cannot vet bring about fundamental changes. But
the new factors I have mentioned constitute a starting
point and necessary conditions for us to steadily advance
in thc years Lo come.
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On the occasion of this conference, we would like 1o
invile vou to visit some of our economic and cultural
cstablishments: we hope that vou will know better how
our major policics have begun Lo be turned into realities.

Victnam is a country of Southeast Asia, lying on the
shore of the Pacific. Our people’s life is closely linked to
developments in the region and in the world. From this
forum, Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach has given a
fairly complete account of our views on pcace, security,
cooperation and pood neighbourly relations among
Asian-Pacific countries. I would like 10 add a few words.
The Asian-Pacific region, one may say. has been a region
of tension over the past 40 years. The greal and rcpeated
victories won by Asian nations in their struggle for
independence and social progress, and the growth of the
forces of peace and progress have led to a change in the
Asian-Pacific conjuncture and have promoted a trend
for peaceful coexistence and coperation in the region.

Al present, Asia-Pacific remains a hotbed of tension due
1o the policies of certain forces that are bent on pushing
up the arms race and perpelualing tension in an attempt
to turn Asia-Pacific into an arena for political and
military confrontation, thus threatening the sovereignty
of of the nations in the region.

We hold that the time has come for all Asian-Pacific
countries to enler into dialogue with a constructive
molivation so as lo solve regional issues on the basis of
respect for one another’s independence and sovereignly.
This. in our opinion, is the practical basis for preserving
peace and sccurity for all nations in Asia-Pacific as well
as in the world. 1t will create great possibilities for the
countries in the region to push up mutually beneficial
rclattons in economy, trade, science and technology.

Prompted by its stance of upholding peace and sccurity,
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam makes it a policy to
correctly seltle existing conflicts by political means, Lo
make wholesome the political climate in Southeast Asia,
and 1o develop friendly rclations with ASEAN member-
states and othcr countries in the region.

Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea are resolved to take the
path of solving the Kampuchean problem by political
means on the basis of national concord and respect for
the realities prevailing in the region. Together with other
peace-loving forces in Southeast Asia and in the world.
the Victnamese people weleome the imitial result of the
meeling between Chairman of the Council of Ministers
Hun Sen and Prince Norodom Sihanouk., This first
meeting and the coming meelings between them are the
beginning of political dialogues among the Kampuchean
parties. They sct in motion a process of favourably
solving the Kampuchean problem in accordance with the
common trend in the region as well as in the world, for
the benefit of the Kampuchean people. and for the sake
of pcace and stability in Southeast Asia and in the world.
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A Southeast Asian country, Vietnam consistently wishes
to establish and maintain good-neighborly relations with
all other countries in this region, it is ready to negotiate
with the ASEAN countries for a satisfactory solution to
problems of peace and stability in Southeast Asia,
including the Kampuchean problem. To reach a political
solution to Kampuchea, the parties concerned must be
motivated by goodwill and impartiality. Such a solution
must respect the positions of both sides. Last year saw
good changes in the relations between Vietnam and
many ASEAN countries, which proves that the trend for
confrontation is being repelled, and replaced by the
trend for dialogue. Relations between Vietnam and
Indonesia have developed in a heartening way.

At the Sixth Congress of the Communist Party of Viet-
nam, we reaffirmed our desire to normalize relations
with the People’s Republic of China. The people of
Vietnam consistently treasure their long-standing friend-
ship with the Chinese people. Setting great store by the
long-term interests of the two nations, we once again
reaffirm our readiness to hold talks with China at any
place, any time, and any level, paving the way for a
normalization of relations with the People’s Republic of
China in the interests of the two peoples and of peace
and security in Asia-Pacific and the world.

In our era, the elimination of nuclear weapons and the
renunciation of force in relations among countries is an
imperative of life. While maintaining their indepen-
dence, all countries in the world are interdependent.
This era allows just one course, that of peaceful coexist-
ence among countries of different social systems. The
latest Soviet-American summit and the results it has
vielded make it amply clear that in the world today there
is no dispute in the relations between countries that
cannot be settled through negotiations. The communist
party, the government, and the people of Vietnam wel-
come the fine success that crowned the Soviet-American
summit in December 1987,

Of late, Vietnam and the United States have had talks to
settle pending problems between the two countries;
these, in essence, are problems left behind by the former
U.S. war of aggreesion in Vietnam, We are ready to
overlook what happened in the past between the two
countries.,

A socialist country and member of the Non-Aligned
Movement, Vietnam highly values economic coopera-
tion and trade with the socialist community, first of all
with the Soviet Union, Laos and Kampuchea; we are
very interested in promoting economic and trade rela-
tions with other non-aligned countries while being ready
to broaden similar relations with other countries on the
basis of mutual respect, equality, and mutual benefit.
India is an important partner of ours, and cooperation
between Vietnam and India in many fields, especially in
econcmy, developed to a new stage last year. Also on the
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increase is the volume of cur trade with various Euro-
pean and Scandinavian countries, with Japan, Australia
and some ASEAN countries.

Recently, a law on foreign investments was passed by the
National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.
This law is applicable to all organizations and all indi-
viduals in all foreign countries wishing to make invest-
ments in Vietnam. [t guarantees profits for all parties,
ensures the economic efficiency of transfers of technol-
ogy, and makes secure both the capitals and profits of
investors. Many fields are open for investments, and
encouragement is given to investments in the production
of goods for export and for the replacement of imports,
in high-tech applications, in the utilization of labour, raw
materials and other available resources, and in foreign
currency-paid services. Guarantees 10 investments are
formulated in principles and clauses which you will be
informed of in studying the text of the law or through
discussions with concerned peaple on our side.

We are for a greater scope and a higher efficiency in our
economic cooperation with all countries, In this world of
inter-dependency, a broad cooperation will benefit
everyone, In this spirit, we welcome economic coopera-
tion between western countries and Vietnam.

In the world and in Asia-Pacific today, newspapers and
other mass media play a growing important political and
ideological role. Reading newspapers and listening to the
radio every day for information about the developments
at home and abroad, I clearly realize the effect of mass
media on guiding public opinion and can see that our
society is really an information society.

1 therefore earnestly hope and strongly believe that mass
media in Asia-Pacific will greatly contribute to bringing
to normal the situation in the whaole of our region, and
that they will help strengthen mutual understanding and
further advance the quest for peace, stability, security,
cooperation, prosperity, good-neighborliness and a
nuclear free zone.

Nguyen Van Linh Meets Journalists
BK220921 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vielnamese
0500 GMT 22 Jan 88

[Text] As reported, on the morning of 21 January,
Comrade Nguyen Van Linh, CPY Central Committee
general secretary, visited and held a cordial talk with
participants in the round-table conference of journalists
in Asia and the Pacific. 1n our program at 1800 hours
this evening, we will carry the text of this address by the
comrade general secretary.

Following his important address, the comrade general
secretary answered newsmen’s questions. Answering a
question raised by reporters of THE WASHINGTON
POST and THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR
concerning the normalization of relations between Viet-
nam and the United States, Comrade Nguyen Van Linh
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pointed out: The Americans waged a cruel war against
Vietnam and caused untold suffering to our people.
Nevertheless, we stand ready to turn our back on the past
and look forward to normalizing relations between the
two countries on the principle of equality. The Vietnam-
ese people have very good feelings about and are grateful
to Americans, including many U.S. intellectuals, writers,
and artists who resolutely opposed the war of aggression
waged by the U.S. Administration against Vietnam.

The remains of many Vietnamese cadres, combatants,
and civilians killed by U.S. bombs and shells have not
yet been recovered. Nevertheiess, we stand ready to
cooperate with the U.S. side in the search for the remains
of U.S. soldiers killed in Vietnam. Since Amerasian
children have the mixed blood of their American fathers
and Vietnamese mothers in their veins, they also deserve
our love and responsibility. We are prepared to create
every condition for them to leave for the United States.
Regarding those having connections with the U.S.
Administration in the past, we also stand ready to grant
them exit permits. However, difficulties arise from the
countries of asylum, especially the United States.

Answering qucstions raised by a number of newsmen
concerning the withdrawal of Vietnamese Army volun-
teers from Cambodia and the stance of Vietnam on the
issue of peace and stability in Southeast Asia, Comrade
Nguyen Van Linh said: The Viethamese people have
gone through 40 years of destruction caused by the war
of aggression. Therefore, more than anybody else, they
have long yearned for peace, friendship, and cooperation
with fraternal countries. Nevertheless, soon after we
achieved peace and national unification, the Pol Pot
clique, instigated by foreign countries, conducted grab-
bing operations against the southwestern border area
and committed barbarous massacres against our people.
Next, since 1979, Chinese troops have continuously
caused tension in the six northern border provinces,
forcing us to exert our right of self-defense. The rebirth
of Cambodia and strong development of the Cambodian
Administration and people’s armed forces have enabled
us to withdraw part of our Vietnamese Army volunteers
from Cambodia and. as agreed upon by the two coun-
tries, Vietnamese Army volunteers will be completely
withdrawn from Cambodia in 1990, or sooner if we can
reach a solution to the Cambodian issue.

Like Laos and Cambodia, Vietnam has advanced many
initiatives aimed at reaching a solution that would help
restore peace and stability in the region, and has also
aeclaimed the ASEAN countries’ desire for peaee to be
restored soon in Cambodia in the spirit of national
reconciliation.

Comrade Nguyen Van Linh hoped that in their function
as reflectors of the truth. journalists would give the world
public a true picture of the Cambodian issue. He also
answered questions concerning our people’s renovation
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undertaking, efforts to overcome the consequences of the
war, and the development of cultural and artistic activ-
ities in our country since liberation.

The meeting lasted for more than 3 hours. Though a
good number of newsmen wanted 1o raise more issues,
the very concrete, straightforward, and convincing
answers of the comrade general secretary made everyone
feel very satisfied and comfortable.

AFP Reports on Meeting
BK211310 Hong Kong AFP in English 1246 GMT
21 Jan 88

[By Jacques Michel Tondre]

[Text] Ho Chi Minh City, Yan 21 {(AFP}—The Hanoi
government hopes for an agreement under which dis-
armed Khmer Rouge forces will “return to civilian life”
before a planned 1990 pullout of Vietnamese forces from
Cambodia, Vietnamese leader Nguyen Van Linh said
here Thursday.

He also indicated that Vietnam wanted to improve its
ties with the United States and planned to soon release
all the prisoners it still holds in re-education camps.

The general secretary of the Vietnamese Communist
Party rejected any preconditions for the 140,000-strong
Vietnamese occupation forces’ withdrawal from Cambo-
dia.

He added, however: “We have declared on many occa-
sions that our troops will be completely withdrawn by
the year 1990, whether or not there is an agreement
between the Cambodian parties.”

But he indicated that he hoped for an accord under
which “Pol Pot forces may return to citizen life but not
carry arms with them” before the withdrawal.

Pol Pot is the leader of the Khmer Rouge, which Viet-
namese forces toppled when they invaded Cambodia in
1979. The Beijing-backed Khmer Rouge is the main
armed group now resisting the Vietnamese presence in
Cambohia.

Mr Linh said he did not believe the Cambodian resis-
tance was capable of toppling the Vietnamese-backed
Phnom Penh government which, he said, had consider-
ably strengthened its position after nearly a decade in
power.

He was addressing about 60 foreign newsmen here for an
Asia-Pacific journalists’ conference, seen as a major
public relations exercise planned to eoineide with the
eurrent second round of peace talks in Paris between
Cambodian Premier Hun Sen and resistance leader
Prince Norodom Sihanouk.
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Questioned on Vietnam’s re-education camps, often
denounced by Western human rights organizations, Mr
Linh said that all prisoners still held there would be
released soon.

“We have made the decision recently to release all of
them,” he said, but gave no specific date, nor any further
details.

Vietnam announced in September that it had ordered
the release of 6,685 political prisoners—including mili-
tary and civilian officials of the now-defunct U.S.-
backed South Vietnamese Government—and reduced
the terms of another 5,320.

Mr Linh was also conciliatory vis-a-vis the United
States.

“Vietnam wants to forgct the past,” he said.

On the fate of Vietnam’s Amerasian children—born of
American serviceman fathers and Vietnamese mothers
during the Vietnam war—Mr Linh said: “We want to
return all of them to the United States, where they will
have a better future.”

He also spoke of Vietnam's determination to rebuild its
economy and complained about what he termed the
country’s “‘budget-eating” bureaucratic excesses.

He also hinted at a possible reorganization of the Viet-
namese cabinet, saying: “We have too many vice-pre-
miers.” There are now nine of them, he said.

The two-day journalists’ conference was inaugurated
Tuesday by Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach, and
participants will be taken to Phnom Penh Friday for a
48-hour visit to Cambodia before returning here Satur-
day.

Conference Closes 21 January
BK211600 Hanoi VNA in English 1535 GMT
21 Jan 88

{Text] Hanoi VNA January 21—The three-day round-
table of Asian-Pacific journalists was closed in Ho Chi
Minh City this afternoon.

Twenty-six speeches at the conference underlined the
aspiration of the mass media to maintain peace and
stability, step up dialogues, broaden cooperation, and
support and consolidate initial joint constructive activi-
ties in Asia and the Pacific.

At the conference, Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen
Co Thach and Kampuchean Assistant to Minister of
Foreign Affairs Long Visalo spoke about the issues of
peace and cooperation in the region.
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Vo Dong Giang, chairman of the State Commission for
External Economic Relations, expounded the Vietnam-
ese Government’s law on foreign investment.

Particularly, the speech by Party General Seeretary Ngu-
yen Van Linh helped foreign journalists understand
more about the situation in Vietnam and in the region.

Many participants proposed to continued live up the
spirit of cooperation beginning from this conference by
increasing view exchanges and contacts among journal-
ists in such forms as holding teach-ins, exchanging
information, newspapers and journaiists,

On behalf of the Vietnam Journalists® Asscciation [VJA]
Dao Tung, vice president and general secretary of the
VIA, expressed thanks to the journalists for their pres-
ence at the conference which, he said, expressed their
desire for peace, stability, cooperation, and their good-
will and high sense of responsibility.

This evening, the party committee and the people’s
committee of the city gave a reception in honour of the
participants.

Article on Alleged U.S. Postwar Plan

First Installment
BK 191015 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese I Dec 87, p 4

[First Installment of article by Do Quang: “To Under-
stand Further the Postwar Plan of the United States as
Seen Through the Trial of the Hoang Co Minh-Led
Organization of Exile Counterrevolutionaries’™]

[Text] I. Fostered by the United States, Effectively
Supported by Thailand [subhead]

Three years ago, the group of Beijing lackey spies led by
Le Quoc Tuy, Mai Van Hanh, and Tran Van Ba infil-
trated into our country with effective support from
Thailand. They were all arrested and publicly tried in Ho
Chi Minh City. This time, another organization of
counterrevolutionaries in exile who were led by Hoang
Co Minh and fostered and guided by the United Staies
and Thailand to infiltrate Vietnam, were also eradicated
and almost wholly captured. This was a new armed
exploit of public security force members who had wor-
thily cooperated with the volunteer Vietnamese combat-
ants and border defense units and maintained close
combat coordination with the armed forces of fraternal
Laos and Cambodia to wipe out an organization of
counterrevolutionaries living in exile and serving as
henchmen of the enemies of the country and people.

Although these captives were brought before the law
today, the case actually began on 30 April 1980.

Implementing the postwar plan when the defeated Amer-
icans had to roll up their flag and get out of southern
Vietnam on 30 April, the CIA. together with other
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imperialist forees, sought by every measure 10 muster
some of the puppet troops’ general and field grade
officers—who had committed many erimes against the
eountry and people—and some of the Vietnamese quis-
lings fleeing the country to establish reaetionary organi-
zations in order to frenziedly oppose and sabotage the
SRV. This time, a group of spies fostered by the United
States, and aided and abetied by Thailand, organized an
infiltration into Vietnam to contact reactionaries inside
the country in order to disrupt seeurity, stir up riots,
organize antirevolutionary bases and, in the long run,
take up arms to overthrow :he people’s administration.
lLeading this group of spics was Hoang Co Minh, 53
years old, a native of Dorg Ngac Village, Hoai Duc
District of former Ha Dong Province now Tu Liem
District in the suburb of Hanoi. Before fleeing to the
United States, he lived at No 43 on the former Doan Thi
Diem Street, nhow Truong Dinh Street, in the 3d Pre-
cinct, Ho Chi Minh City. He served in the puppet navy
for more than 20 years, from the age of 19. He was once
commanding general of the marine force and in 1974
became rear admiral of the puppet navy. Hoang Co
Minh was thoroughly trained by the United States and
had committed bloody crimes against the people. He had
actively participated in, and supporied many bloody
campaigns against the revolution such as the Dinh Tien
Hoang 1, Dinh Tien Hoang 2, Co Gia Rung Sat, New
Nguon Song, U Minh Thuong, Chuong Thien, Ho Nai,
Bien Hoa campaigns. He was awarded nearly 20 assorted
decorations. Four days prior to the liberation of Saigon,
Hoang Co Minh fled to the United States. The CIA had
used this admiral to muster some of the Vietnamese
counterrevolutionaries fleeing the country-—mostly pup-
pet army officers—namely former parachutist Lieuten-
ant Colonel Dang Quoc Hien, infantry Lieutenant Colo-
nel Doang Van Tu, air force Major Nguyen Kim, navy
First Lieutenant Tran Thien Khanh, Major Nguyen Huy
of the J7 office of the puppet army joint general staff,
and some others.

To deceive public opinion in the western world and rally
Vietnamese nationals abroad, on 30 April 1980, the day
on which the entire country commemorated the fifth
anniversary of the great spring victory that wiped out all,
Hoang Co Minh and these people brought into existence
the so-called *“National United Front for the Liberation
of Vietnam™ and set up the “National Resistance Coun-
¢il” in Southern California, United States. Those who
were captured testified that this “National Resistance
Council” is mainly responsible for defining policies and
carrying out various activities in support of what they
called the struggle for national liberation. The National
Resistance Council also has its chairman, vice chairmen,
ministers in charge of domestic and overseas affairs,
resistance armed forces commander, and members
responsible for economic and financial work and plan-
ning. On 30 April 1980, Hoang Co Minh also declared
the founding of the “Vietnam Revolutionary Renova-
tion Party,” or Viet Tan Party for short, to serve as a
nucleus in their various organizations. Hoang Co Minh
named himself chairman of the “*National United Front
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for the Liberation of Vietnam,” ehairman of the “*Na-
tional Resistance Council,” and leader of the Viet Tan
Panly. Meanwhile, he named Dang Quoc Hien a lieuten-
ant general and commander in chief and Duong Van Tu
a major general and deputy eommander in chief of the
“Reststance Armed Forces” respectively; Nguyen Kim,
minister in charge of overseas affairs; Truong Tien Loc,
minister in charge of domestie affairs; and Nguyen Huy,
special assistant to the front chairman and concurrently
member of the National Resistance Council. Hoang Co
Minh’s **front™ also has its own political program, insig-
nia, and national anthem and uses the flag with three red
stripes on a yellow background of the fallen Saigon
puppet regime as its pennant and the flag with a white
six-petal apricot blossom on a blue background as the
Viet Tan Party’s banner.

No sooner had this odious organization emerged in
Southern California with a handfut of members than it
was given malerial and moral assistance by the United
States. Hoang Co Minh and his accomplices were also
able to issue a “charter” with deceitful and flattering
words clearly revealing that the nature and objectives of
the “front” were to rally former puppet military and
administrative personnel and other elements opposing
the socialist regime in Vietnam, both at home and
abroad, to carry out sabotage activities and work toward
toppling the people’s administration throughout the
country in order to reestablish the U.S. lackey regime.

Hoang Co Minh and his accomplices planned to divide
their operation into five stages to realize these insane
and visionary ambitions.

Many of the documents seized and commanders of
resolve groups [quyeets dqoanf], people groups [daan
dqoanf], and entire groups [toanf dqoanf] in charge of
special task units who were captured or who gave them-
selves up clearly declared that they had carried out the
first stage from 30 April 1975 to 1980. That was the stage
in which a policy was implemented to rally puppet
officers who had fled 1o the United States and some
other countries such as Australia, Japan, Canada, Fran-
ce...to form the nucleus of “the front™ and to work out a
line of struggle against the revolution. Implemented
from 1980 to 1983 was the *March East™ stage for the
purpose of stirring up hatred and penetrating the popu-
lation to launch by all means a mass movement against
the revolution, In this stage, efforts were also made to
select and train a number of cadres who are competent,
loyal, ready 10 make sacrifices, and capable of assuming
these difficult tasks both inside Vietnam and abroad.
Between 1983 and 1986 was the stage devoted to build-
ing the infrastructure (this stage was later readjusted to
last from 1984 to 1987). Scheduled to take place between
1986 and 1990 was the stage of building a *“*temporary
liberated area.” According 1o the confessions of the
captured counterrevolutionaries, they had planned to
seize al al] costs some villages and hamlets or to paralyze
or neutralize their administrations, thus establishing a
foothold and a base area from which to expand their
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activities and 1o receive “‘resistance fighters” returning
from overseas. And the year 1992 would herald the stage
of overthrowing the revolutionary administration and
SEIZINE POWET....

Fostered and directed by the United States and Thai-
land, for 7 years and more they worked feverishly against
the revolution and deceived world opinion and Vietnam-
ese in America and some other Western countries. As
early as 1981 the Thai authorities had allowed Hoang Co
Minh to establish a base area on Thai soil, near the
Thai-Lao border, in Buntharik District, Ubon Province.
There, in a densely forested area of approximately 20
square kilometers, they built 4 bases named 81, 83, 84,
and 27 which were surrounded by 14 outposts. These
were the places the Hoang Co Minh clique has for a long
time claimed to be its ‘‘resistance bases inside the
country.” Hoang Co Minh set up there a command
under his direct supervision. These bases also served as
training centers. From this lair on Thai soil, Hoang Co
Minh organized and sent back to Vietnam several groups
of infiltrators via Cambodia and Laos o carry out
sabotage activities and Lo build counterrevolutionary
bases inside the country.

The Thai authorities also permitted Hoang Co Minh to
establish an office in Bangkok Lo serve as a liaison center
to maintain his base area’s contact with the Thai admin-
istration, with Cambodian and Lao reactionaries, with
various western countries, and with his acolytes working
in these countries. Thai intelligence organized a special
apparatus 0 provide the Hoang Co Minh clique with
logistical support, giving it weapons and ammunition
and special equipment for eommando and espionage
operations. On (27} December 1983, with U.S. dollars
and Thai teehnical assistance, Hoang Co Minh set up at
Base 83 a radio siation and placed it under the eontrol of
Hoang Nhat who had just returned from Japan. They
called the siation *“Radio Vietnam Resistance” and
claimed that it was located inside Vieinam,

After establishing a “liberated area inside the country”
in Thailand, Hoang Co Minh and his clique tried by all
means 1o deceive public opinion and persuade credulous
overseas Vietnamese 1o give them dollars and gold and
help them with personnel recruitment. The CJA gave
Hoang Co Minh a heiping hand and also organized the
show. Along with allowing the Overseas Affairs General
Department to have its headquarters in the United
States, thus facilitating Nguyen Kim's operations and
contacts with exiled Vielnamese traitors in Austraiia,
New Zealand, France, Canada, and Denmark, the CIA
made arrangements for a number of reporters and even
representatives of overseas Vietnamese (o visit a “liber-
ated area inside the country.” News reports, press arti-
cles, film shows, pictures, and interviews were then
carried by the U.S. and Weslern television nelworks for
propaganda purposes. The United States provided funds
for the publication of the paper KHANG CHIEN
[RESISTANCE] in California so Hoang Co Minh could
use it as a mouthpiecc for psychological warfare, A

SOUTHEAST ASIA

congress dubbed “the just cause congress™ was organized
in the Unrted States on 8§ March 1982 by Hoang Co
Minh to make puhlic the front’s platform in an attempt
to introduce his country-betraying and reactionary orga-
nization to the puhlic. A ceremony was organized on this
occasion 10 welcome a three-stripe flag which, 1n his
boastful words, had been brought from the “hberated
area inside the country.” Decoys posing as “liberation
fighters™ and batilefield reporters recounted “battle-
field” stories in an attcmpl o deceive the public.
Arrangements were made for Hoang Co Minh, Nguyen
Kim, Nguven Huy. and Truong Tan Loc to go to Japan,
West Germany, Australia, South Korea. and various
American states to meet with exiled reactionaries and
Vielnamese refugees and persuade them to participate
in, or supporl their countryv-betraving activities. Wher-
ever he went, this cunning rear admiral, wearning a gray
or black blousc. a striped scarf, and a pair of rubber tire
sandals, repeatedly boasted that, backed by a more than
10.000-strong army, the “united national front for the
liberation of Vietnam™ had raised i1s flag and had as
many as 36 resistance organizations inside the country
rallving behind Hoang Co Minh. He called on each
family 1o feed a liberation fighter and 1o help provide the
front with a weapon. However, ii 1s worth noting that if
people happened to criticize the “front” or doubt its
exislence, Hoang Co Minh then would have members of
K-9, an organivation comprised of hooligans well versed
in the handling of weapons and killing techniques, resort
to death threats and terrorism against the former in an
altempt to force them (o give dollars or gold and to speak
in favor of the “front.” In addition. they established
“resistance support funds” aimed at decciving overseas
Vietnamese and forcing them lo make monctary contri-
butions.

Second Installment
BK191345 Hanot NHAN DAN 11 Vietnamese 2 Dec 87, p 4

[Second Installment of an article by Do Quang: “To
Understand Further the Postwar Plan of the United
Siates as Seen Through the Trnal of the Hoang Co
Minh-Led Organization of Exile Counterrevolutionar-
1es”

Text] IL. In the Counterrcvolutionaries’ Den [subhead]

Of the 19 defendants, nearly ali 18 of the accused
standing before the judge were identifted as among the
commanding ranks in the armed forces and the cadre
contigent of Hoang Co Minh’s Viet Tan Party. Dinh Van
Be. alias Pham Tuan. 27 vears old, resided at No 218,
Thoi Thuan hamlet, Phuoc Thoi village, 3 Mon District,
Hau Giang Province. He was commander of Resolve
Group 7684 and party chapter secretary, Tran Van De,
alias Det, 31 vears old. resided in Tai Sum A hamlet, Dai
Tam village, My Xuyen District, Hau (Giang Province.
He was commander of Resolve Group 7686 and member
of the Viet Tan Party's execulive commitlee, Le Bao,
alias Le Dinh Bay. 34 vears old. resided a1 79/4b in Dong
Ba hamlet, Phu Nhuan District. Ho Chi Minh City. He
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was commander of Resolve Group 7687. Nguyen Van
Binh, alias Hanh, 25 years old, resided in Phu Cuong
Ward, Thu Dau Mot Town. Song Be Province. He was
commander of an entire group of Resolve Group 7685.
Tran Huu Cong, alias Due. alias Dinh Van Tiep, alias
Hue. 33 vears old, resided in the 5th Ward, 10th Pre-
cinct, Ho Chi Minh City. He was commander of People’s
Group 861. Nguyen Tan Khoe, alias Huong, resided in
Tan Thuan hamiet, Nha Be District, Ho Chi Minh City;
he was deputy commander of a special people’s group in
charge of protecting Hoang Co Minh.

They declared: Hoang Co Minh’s armed forces units
were organized and designated in accordance with the
slogan “Entire people resolve and volunteer to resist and
batile” using each word to determine the level of each
unit such as: entire group, people’s group, resolve group,
volunteer group...and structuring units” staff organiza-
tions as follows: Entire Group is the primary level and is
composed of 4 men. Three enlire groups form a people’s
group of 15 men. Three people’s groups form a resolve
group of 40-50 men. Three resolve groups form a volun-
teer group, three volunteer groups form a resist group,
and three resist groups form a baittle group. In fact, over
the past 7 years. there were only four resolve groups—
7684, 7685, 7686, and 7687—had been formed. The
personnel strength of each resolve group is equivalent 1o
that of a company. As for the volunteer, resist, and battle
groups, althougb their commanders were nominated,
there were not enough soldicrs to organize the units,

Although Dang Quoc Hicn was armed forces command-
er, since 1984 Duong Van Tu had controlled the forces in
lieu of Hien who died of a disease.

With four resolve groups of about 200 men, Hoang Co
Minh and his close underlings had 10 work recally inten-
sively for 5 years despile effective support from Thai
intelligence. Their forces included such indiscriminately
picked “recruits” as 63-vear-old men, 14 year-old chil-
dren, and even sick and infirm people.

Such were the forces of Hoang Co Minh: But Hoang Co
Minh himself, his resistance paper and radio, the U.S.
television station and press, and the radios of some
Weslern countries loudly claimed that the armed forces
of "National United Front for the Liberation of Viet-
nam” lcd by Hoang Co Minh had already up to 10,000
men or more who werce fighting day and night and
operating effectively in Vietnam. Through the interna-
tional postal service from the United Staltes and Canada,
and even through the sea cargo service to Vietnam’s
ports they had sent documents, books, magazines, and
recorded propaganda tapes 1o these reactionary organi-
zations and to many homc addresses in the southern
provinces and eitics (0 deceive and instigate the people
1o riot.

Le Bao is one of the five that discussed and formulated
the “March East” plan. He was a capable assistant (o
Hoang Co Minh. He and his accomplices clearly testified
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that these four resolve groups were equipped by Thai-
land with guns and ammunition, mincs, explosives,
portable and man-pack radio sets, and other communi-
cations equipment necessary for commando groups.
Besides conventional infaniry rnifles, hand grenades,
mines, and C-4 explostves, they also provided Hoang Co
Minh with Chinese-made M-26 rockets, U.S.-madc anes-
thetics. grain, foods, medicine, camouflage clothing, and
other items. They also provided the *‘resistance force”
with recorders, long-range cameras. magnifving lenses,
nylon thread, fish hooks, dry-cell batteries, and anti-
mountain leech medicine. They also produced for Hoang
Co Minh rubber and wooden seals of the Viet Tan Party
Central Commitiee, the Nalional Resistance Council,
and the office of the chairman... and bundles of the
party’s blue flag with the white six-petal apricot blossom,
flags with three red stripes on a yellow background, and
documents on the political platform and so forth.

All the items carried by the rebels were confiscated by
combatants of the Lac and Vieltnamesc Armies and
public securily forces. These items were also put on
display at the court trial today. Noteworthy is the
“March East™ videotlape by Hoang Co Minh which was
screened atl the court trial. Le Bao, head of a resolve
group, testified that many copies of this videotapc had
been produced for distribution by the Foreign Affairs
General Department 1o almost 20 regions where over-
seas Vietnamese are living in Australia, Canada. France,
Japan, the United States, Decnmark, and West Germany-
..with the intention of deceiving public opinion and
collecting contributions from Vielnamecse overseas in
gold and dollars. Waltching the videotape. one will see a
large group of seoldiers, but there are few “‘resistance
troops” in the foreground, while in the background are
banditl groups of Kham Pheua and Boukham who were
hired 1o act in the film,

During his retreat from a foiled attempt to infiltrate into
Vietnam, Phung Tan Hiep {(a former soldier of the 23d
Infantry Division of the puppet regime) stepped on a
mine. Hoang Co Minh later organized a ceremony 10
confer “Hero of the March East” title to Phung Tan Hiep
to boost the morale of his accomplices in order to
continue deceiving public opinion and collecting money
from overseas Vietnamese. In his confession, Dang Quoc
Hung said the reason he joined the reaclionary organi-
zation was due 10 the influence he received from reading
“resistance paper’ and watching a serics of videotapes
on psychological warfare similar to the deceitful “*March
Easi” videolape by Hoang Co Minh. They declared:
Unlike previous times when wcll-covered military
trucks, which were casily identified by the public, were
used 1o transport weapons, ammunition, and food into
the Tu Thang secrel base to supply the Le Quoc Tuy and
Mai Van Ganh clique, this time. only luxury Toyola cars
were used, driven by Thai people 1o carry out the supply
mission according to the idea that “little by little ants fill
up their nest”. The supplies werc transported to a
designated place near the base arca and then transferred
to trucks from their den. Each base has an 8 or 9-bed
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health station provided with adequate medicines. Only
serious cases of disease would be treated in the Thai
hospitals in Ubon Province. Ly Ho alias Ly Thanh Tam,
47 years old, an advanced nurse of the former puppet
army and a bloodthirsty guy who had killed some of his
“comrades in arms” by injection on Hoang Co Minh’s
order, was charged with training first aid medics to serve
in heaith stations and units infiltrated into Vietnamese
territory.

Excluding those members of the “front™ central com-
mand such as Dang Quoc Hien, Truong Tien Loc, Tran
Khanh, Nguyen Duy, and Nguyen Quang Phuc who were
former puppet army officers fleeing to the United States
before and after 30 April 1975, and now returned to join
reactionary organizalions, nearly all the ‘resistance
troops™ were recruited by Hoang Co Minh from among
the Vietnamese refugees’ concentration camps. Their
primary targets were former puppet army officers and
soldiers, villains and robbers, prison and reeducation
evaders, those who were dissatisfied with our regime,
and youths fond of a hedonistic lifestyle. They took all
these people to the 84th base for training before infiltrat-
ing back into Vietnam. This base, close to Na Noi
Village, had been built earlier and was larger than other
bases. Thai intelligence officers were usually present here
to screen and select recruits. The base also served as a
transit center to transfer Thai food and ammunition to
other bases. Houses, barracks, and eamps here were
made of bamboo, wood, or palm. Political indoetrina-
tion rooms, training areas, and tactical operation drill
areas were available. Duong Van Tu, was a former
infantry lieutenant colonel and deputy commander of
Pinh Tuong Sector in the time of the U.S.-puppet
regime. He was known for his cruelty and crimes against
the people. He trained the recruits in using weapons,
laying mines, destroying bridges, kidnapping and assas-
sinating our cadres, breaking through encirclement,
maneuvering, ambushing, and countering ambushes,
Hoang Co Minh and Nguyen Quang Phuc trained the
men in the method of “evading dangers to survive™, in
tricks to collect intelligence information and start con-
versations with each type of social target in order to
collect documents and organize agents, and even in the
method of stopping passenger buses for terroristic pur-
poses. After concluding a political indoctrination or
military training course, Hoang Co Minh, Duong Van
Tu, Dang Quoc Hien, and Truong Tien Loc always
promised to their “comrades in arms” that once the
administration was overthrown and the front victori-
ously returned, all the “resistance troops™ would own
houses, cars, and a lot of money, and would hold great
positions. These demons further invented a selection list
naming those who would be nominated generals, prov-
ince chiefs, and chairmen with a view to deceiving and
stimulating the zeal of the “resistance troops™”. Do Bach
Tho, 23 years old, leader of the People’s Group 843 of
Resolve Group 7684 and secretary of a Viet Tan Party
chapter, was promoted by Hoang Co Minh to “Chair-
man of the Resistance Administration Committee” of
Lam Dong Provinee before he set out for an operation
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through the Lao jungle to go back to Vietnam. Tho
stated: If he succeeded in his mission, with such a
position, he would have the duty of receiving those of the
organization who returned to plant agents, develop forc-
es, and build secret zones.

Pitifully enough, when asked about their educaticnal
background, the “liberation fighters.” including those
standing in court on trial or under detention, said a good
number of them were first or second graders while others
were illiterate. Though young in age, many of them had
bad records resulting from theft, fraud, smuggling, drug
addiction, or debauchery. In Tho’s words, the motive
behind their joining the reactionary organization was the
desire 1o enjoy an exceptionally happy life. Now, their
dreams have been shattered and their lives smashed...
After they finally reached Thailand after risking their
lives on the high seas or in jungles. they thought they
were bul a shorl way from paradise. Surprisingly enough,
they were captured by Pol Pot troops and immediately
sent to concentration camps, which were nothing but
disguised prisons where everyone was malnourished and
subject to hard labor and ill-treatment.

Aceording to infiltrators who were captured or surren-
dered, life in Hoang Co Minh’s “'liberated area inside the
country” was worse than that in the concentration camps
because of sickness, chronic malaria, the hard work in
building bases and outposts, and the very harsh training.
After completing “basic training” for “liberation fight-
ers,” everybody came to realize the bitter truth and
feared for one’s life because of the very cruel deeds of the
ringleaders., There was absolutely no way out for those
who mistakenly got into this lair. “Liberation fighters”
were prohibited from leaving their bases. Now that they
were there, they had to undergo training to turn them-
selves into spies and commandos who would be sent
back to undermine the revolution. The daily code of
conduct was “‘hear nothing, know nothing, see nothing,
no questions asked, and unquestionable obedience to
upper echelons.” Violators were subject to the death
sentence, which would then be carried out immediately.
In such a tense situation and realizing the bitter truth
that sooner or later disaster would fall upon them, a good
number of people tried to escape from the den. Those
who failed in their escape attempts had to face painful
deaths by lynching, strangulation with a nylon rope,
having one’s head smashed with a hammer—similar to
what the Pol Pot clique did to its victims— being buried
alive, or shooting after being tied up to a tree.

Searching through the documents captured from the
bandits, we found the names, dates of birth, and dates of
admission of the 18 victims of Hoang Co Minh’s execu-
tion order with 15 cases of desertion, one case of mental
disorder, and one case of disobedience to orders from
upper echelons. The case of disobedience involved Ngu-
yen Huu Nhieu, an Army physician and captain under
the puppet regime. He was the only physician at the base
to take care of the health of Hoang Co Minh and other
front and Viet Tan Party leaders. Nhieu was a very
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reliable and close physician to them. Nevertheless, upon
learning of Nhieu’s escape attempt, Hoang Co Minh
ordered his subordinates to shoot him for his disobedi-
ence 1o orders from upper echelons. They set up a pole
right in the middle of the base, tied him up to it, read the
death sentence, and then shot him right in the presence
of other troops in an attempt to intimidate them.

Third Installment
BK200557 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese
3 Dec 87, P4

[Third and last installment of an article by Do Quang;
“To Understand Further the Postwar Plan of the United
States as Seen Through the Trial of the Hoang Co
Minh-Led Organization of Exile Counterrevolutionar-
1es”']

{Text] I1l. Eastward Operations and the Fate of Crazy,
Ambition Mongers [subhead]

During the peried from 15 May 1986 to 8 July 1987,
after several years of recruiting by force, training, and
dispailching reconnaissance teams to Laos, Hoang Co
Minh launched three armed operations from the base
area in Thai territory to infiltrate Laos and enter Viet-
nam.

On 15 May 1986, Hoang Co Minh launched the first
operation. This infiltration operation, which was of
some importance in terms of **paving the way to send the
troops forward,”” was personally commanded by “Briga-
dier General Commanding the Resistance Armed Forc-
es” Duong Van Tu. His group was composed of 51 men,
including one aide to Duong Van Tu and Resolve Group
7685 commanded by Huynh Trong Ha, a native of Ninh
Hoa District, Phu Khanh Province, and a former puppet
army captain, The deputy commanders of the Resolve
Group were Lam Quoc Thai, a native of Soc Trang town,
Hau Giang Province, and a former puppet army second
lieutenant; and Tran Van Lam, a native of Hoc Mon
District, Ho Chi Minh City. Before leaving the base,
Resolve Group 7685 was redesignated Group 7773. This
group was armed with AK and M 6 rifles, M79 grenade
launchers, B40 and B41 launchers, grenades, mines,
cartridges of various calibers, foodstuffs, gold, and U.S.
dollars.

To boost the morale of the troops before they left, Hoang
Co Minh and many other leaders organized a send-off
ceremony that was videotaped and photographed atong
with an interview with the “resistance troops”. A Bud-
dhist chaplain was asked to bless the troops so that they
might have a safe infiltration and presented Hoang Co
Minh with a talisman to protect his life. Hoang Co Minh
entrusted Duong Van Tu and Resolve Group 7773 with
the misston of infiltrating Gia Lai-Kontum to establish a
secret zone in that province. Then, after the secret zone
was secure, forces would be sent cut to get in touch with
former puppet soldiers who still refused to undergo
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reeducation and to win those soldiers over to the antire-
volutionary *“front”. OQur cadres would be assassinated
and kidnapped; border outposts, troop barracks, farms,
and forest sites would be attacked; trucks along the
Central Highland roads would be intercepted; bridges,
warehouses, and railways would be mined.

Hoang Co Minh gave Duong Van Tu and the other three
leaders of the Resolve Group a large amount of gold and
U.S. dollars to be used in setting up the secret zone and
organizing other activities.

Nguyen Van Binh and Tran Khanh Linh, who were
involved in this infiltration operation and who were
arrested by the combatants of border outpost 637,
declared the following before the court:

On 15 May 1986, the 51-men commando group departed
from base 27 in Thailand in cars driven by civilian-clad
Thai officers to the border area. The men were then Jed
by Lao bandits commanded by Khamphoun and Bok-
ham across the Thai-Lao border into the Lao Province of
Champassak. On 1 June they crossed the Mekong River
and went through the Cambodian Province of Stung
Treng. In July 1986, they again crossed the Mekong
River to go deep into the Lao Province of Attopeu. In
mid-August 1986, they stopped in the Cambodian Prov-
ince of Rattanakiri and then entered the three-frontier
area. On 12 September 1986, some of the men, including
Tran Khanh Linh, crossed the border into Moray village
of Satay District, Gia Lai-Kontum Province. They were
attacked and captured by the combatants of border
outpost 637 before they could do anything. In the
meantime, Lao and Cambodian combatants across the
border captured five more of them. The remaining
members of the infiltration group were tracked down
and completely eradicated on |9 September 1986.
Duong Van Tu and the other three leaders of the Resolve
Group were shot dead and killed during the action.
Those who were captured confessed that during the
4-month march, they had covered no more than 300 km
of jungle. Having neither guides, nor the people’s sup-
port, nor local bases, the group was driven into an
extremely difficult and confused situation. Along the
way, the group was often spotted by villagers and inter-
cepted, attacked, tracked down, and encircled by Lao,
Cambodian, and Vietnamese troops. Some of the group
members died of hunger, others of disease, and some
were gunned down. Unable to move on after having
exhausted themselves or having been wounded, a num-
ber of them lay dying in the middle of the jungle. Some
killed one another for gold or dollars and, subsequently,
tried to desert the group. They killed one anooher in a
very cruel manner, either by stabbing, garroting, smash-
ing the head.... While pillaging rice from a village, Duong
Van Tu was shot dead by Lao guerrillas. During the 4
months on the infiltration route, this group of comman-
dos raided 14 Lao villages for provisions, They set
houses on fire, beat up villagers, and fatally shot many of
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them before leaving, perpetrating innumerable crimes
against the Lao and Cambodian people living in the
areas they were passing through.

Worthy of note is that Resolve Group 7773—which was
considered by Hoang Co Minh as a “big red brother™
unit, and which had been painstakingly organized and
carefully trained for years in the hope that it could
accomplish his scheme—allowing him to continue
deceiving public opinion and overseas Vietnamese—was
promptly destroyed by the armed forces and peoples of
Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam before it could reach its
planned destination. Although the entire resolve group
had been completely written off, Hoang Co Minh at his
base on Thai soil kept loudly boasting 10 his fellow
“resistance fighters” that the group had reached its
destination safely and was operating very effectively.
Swallowing his bitterness, Hoang Co Minh—it is not
known whether he had received any information about
the fate of Duong Van Tu’s group or not—ordered his
remaining forces at the base to make active preparations
for subsequent infiltration trips into Vietnam in accor-
dance with the prearranged plan of coordination. Ngu-
yven Huy, member of the Military Council and concur-
rently special adviser to Hoang Co Minh, was entrusted
with the job of working out a military operational plan.
On 29 November 1986, Hoang Co Minh held a depar-
ture ceremony at Base 27. On 1 December {986, he
ordered the start of a military operation code-named
Dong Tien 2, lumping together the three remaining
units—Resolve Groups 7684, 7686, and 7687—for a
new infiltration drive under the command of Nguyen
Huy. In particular, his radio station—which, together
with those working there, had earlier been moved deep
into Thai soil for continued operation-—-now concen-
trated on releasing propaganda themes in support of the
Dong Tien 2 Operation. The rebels dreamt about the
success of their infiltration drive, at the time of which
the resistance radio station would broadcast their ready-
made political platform and counterrevolutionary
appeal. Hoang Co Minh, together with a special people’s
group whose members served as his bodyguards, also
took part in the Dong Tien 2 Operation, accompanying
Resolve Group 7687,

At the trial, some members of the special people’s group
who had been selected to act as bodyguards for Hoang
Co Minh testified: On orders from ultrarightist reaction-
aries within the Thai ruling circles, all the “resistance
fighters” belonging to the forces participating in this
infiltration operation were taken by cars and accompa-
nied by Thai intelligence officers in plainclothes to the
Thai-Lao border where they were subsequently guided
by some dozens of Lao bandits led by (Kham Phoeuan)
and (Boua Kham) to enter Laos. After having marched
for 4 days due southeast, they reached the Mekong River
in Laos. While preparing to cross the river, they came
under fierce gunfire by Lao troops and Vietnamese Army
volunteers and had to flee back to the Hong Linh
Forward QOutpost of Base 81. Afierward. they moved
back to an area just outside Base 27, biding their time for
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another chance to start apnew their infiliration into
Vietnam, While waiting, Hoang Co Minh and Nguyen
Huy organized (raining activities for their men, having
them repeat political and military drills; and mulled over
the failure of their abortive infiltration attempt.

Not until 7 July 1987, more than 7 months later, did
Hoang Co Minh decide to launch the Dong Tien 2
[Second Eastward] Operation. Involved in this operation
were—besides the 150 men who had departed last
time—some new men introduced into the command
staff of Hoang Co Minh and Nguyen Huy. They were
Tran Khanh, alias “Phan Thiet”, in charge of political
affairs, a former puppet navy first lieutenant, Nguyen
Quang Phuc, alias Nguyen Quang Hai, a volunteer group
leader code number 250, a former parachutist captatn;
Truong Ngoc Ny, a resolve group leader and operation
assistant—Ny was a major of the former Saigon com-
mando force who had been sent twice to Malaysia for
jungle combat training and had participated in the 719
Lam Son campaigns in lower Laos during the years of
war—and Le Bao, leader of Resolve Group 7687.

Setting out this time, Hoang Co Minh carried code
number 234 and code name “Hanoi”. He said the
Central Highlands remained the target of infiltration
where they were to meet up with the Duong Van Tu
column and establish a foothold in the area. Then, from
there, forces would be sent out 1o other areas 10 operate
in a concentric advance manner. When departing,
besides weapons, ammunition, daggers. bayonets, mines,
medicines and grenades, each of them was equipped with
a tent, a hammock, two black uniforms. one striped
fatigue set, and a Vietnamese army uniform with com-
plete headgear, star, and military insignias..., medicines,
5 kilos of rice, 65 packs of instant noodle, salt, monoso-
dium glutamate, and 4,000 Thai baht. Each resolve
group was given 40 ounces of gold kept by leaders of
people’s group or higher ranks. Each of them kept 6.5
ounces as operating funds once they could return to the
country. Each of the resolve group deputy leaders was
also equipped with one cassette radio with cassette
recordings of Hoang Co Minh’s appeal to the people to
riot. Each resolve group had a set of walkie-talkies to
communicate with the operation command post.

In the four days from 7 1o 10 July 1987 each Resolve
Group was transported in cars driven by Thai intelli-
gence officers to the staging area near the base of Lao
bandits. From there, the group walked with 30 Lao
bandits as guides. When reaching the Mekong river,
Volunteer Group Leader Nguyen Quang Phuc suddenly
fell sick and had to return to the base with six other men.
During the whole night of 11 July 1987, Thai reaction-
aries used motor and row boats to help the resolve group
members gradually cross the river. After then, team by
team they moved toward the East and Northeast and
shifted 1o the Southeast to cross the Sedon River (Laos).
On 28 August 1987, these bandit troops were already
again close to the Mekong river.
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It was easier said than done. They estimated that they
would walk for 20 days, but after nearly two months they
only reached the banks of the Mekong River. During
movement, Hoang Co Minh’s forces were intercepted
and attacked 23 times by Lao guerrillas in Saravan and
Sekong Provinces. This frustrated all their operational
plans. They were out of food though they had gold and
U.S. dollars. They went into Lao villages to loot rice,
manioc, chicken, and pigs from the people. When they
could not loot anything, they ate grass, fruits in the
jungle, and grilled worms and snakes. Many of them
tried to flee. Some died of malaria and dysentery. Nearly
70 of them surrendered themselves with weapons or
were arrested.

More than 40 bandits were shot dead by Lao combatants
and Vietnamese Army volunteers stationed in Laos.
Fourteen others who could not continue on the “March
East” operation because of exhaustion, injuries, and
malaria were executed in an extremely barbarous man-
ner on the orders of Hoang Co Minh and other ganglea-
ders, their heads smashed with hoes and rifle butts, their
bodies pierced with knives, and their necks strangled
with ropes. More cruel still, Hoang Co Minh himself
ordered Nurse Ly Ho to kili Tran Trong Thao, Vo Hong
Dyue, and even Resolve Group Commander Truong
Ngoc Ny by injecting a high dose of alcohol and iodine
into their bodies after they had been wounded. The five
witnesses appearing before the court—among them Ngu-
yen Van Ngoc, who was saved at the last minute by our
troops after he had been hanged on a tree by his
comrades—charged that during their incursion, Hoang
Co Minh had ordered the liquidation of several men
whom he had often called “comrades in arms.” One of
them was Vo Hong Duc who, afier being injected with
iodine by Ly Ho, turned pale and writhed in pain on his
hammock, his mouth foaming, but still refused to die.
Hoang Co Minh himself then ordered him buried
alive....

An entry in the operation logbook kept by Vo Hoang—
alias Vo 81 Hung who used to write anticommunist press
articles under the U.S.-puppet regime and who joined
the incursion to write “military history” for Hoang Co
Minh—said; “The more we marched on, the more elu-
sive our destination became.” Vo Hoang was later shot
dead on the bank of the Xedone River, Hoang Co Minh
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himself was injured in a firefight on 18 July 1987. Yet,
the remaining masters and lackeys of the bandit group
still strove 10 help one another hide themselves them-
selves in the jungle.

On 26 August 1987, realizing that they had been trapped,
that their advance was barred by mountains and their
retreat cut off by rivers, and that they were at their last
gasp, Hoang Co Minh gathered his remaining last men—
less than 20 of them—for a meeting to plan a break-
through and withdrawal to Thailand. However, it was
already too late, they had been completely surrounded.

On 28 August, Hoang Co Minh, Nguyen Huy, and Tran
Khanh were annihilated along with the command of the
*March East™ operation. Some of their “resistance fight-
ers” were shot dead or captured, others threw down their
weapons and surrendered.... A few stubborn ones who
furrowed deeper into the jungle were all rounded up a
few days later....

In the space of 2 vears (1986-87), the Hoang Co Minh
reactionary clique of exiles was smashed to smithereens
duiing the course of three wildly ambitious “March
East™ operations. One hundred of the bandits were killed
and more than 70 captured or surrendered. With hun-
dreds of assorted weapons, dozens of kilograms of gold
bullion, and countless amounts of military uniforms and
equipment, the reactionaries had finally found out that
“the more they marched on, the more elusive their
destination became.”

Obviously, over the past 7 years the U.S. imperialist
warmongers have devoted untold efforts and resources
to fostering the reactionary Hoang Co Minh organiza-
tion while the ultrarightist reactionaries among the Thai
ruling circles have given it effective assistance in an
attempt to oppose and undermine the revolution in
Vietnam and in the three Indochinese countries as a
whole. Their scheme, however, has gone up in smoke in
just a short period of time. This pitiful defeat should be
a lesson in many ways for the imperialist and interna-
tional reactionaries, warning them against nurturing
pipe dreams. It should also be a sobering eye-opener for
Vietnamese traitors at home and abroad who are still
bent on opposing and undermining the revolution and
betraying the fatherland, the nation, and the people.
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At the February meeting of the council, Japan is
expected to accept a GATT ruling that Japan’s import
guotas on 10 agricultural products, a major source of
Japan-U.S. trade tensions, were illegal.

MITI, Importers ‘Squabble’ Over Iranian Qil
OW220607 Tokyo THE JAPAN TIMES

tn English 21 Jan 88 p 10—FOR OFFICIAL USE
ONLY

[Text) Government officials and oil importers are squab-
bling over whether the proposed restraint on imports of
Iranian crude oil is a product of purely commercial
decisions or of politically motivated “administrative
guidance.”

The split surfaced after Hoseyn Kazempur-Ardabili,
Iran’s vice oil minister, met with Makoto Kuroda, vice
mimister for international affairs of the Ministry of
International Trade and Industiry, in Tokyo last week.

Hoseyn expressed concern over news reports that MITI
has issued “‘administrative guidance” ordering domestic
oil importers to cut import contracts with Iran, a con-
certed action apparently taken in response to the U.S.
trade embargo on Tehran.

Kuroda dismissed the charge, however, and told Hoseyn
that MITI had done nothing more than urge importers of
Iranian oil to be cautious about causing a disruption in
world o1l markets in the wake of the U.S. action.

But Kuroda's remarks drew immediate rebuttals from
domestic oil importers, who claimed that MITI has either
directly or indirectly ordered a 30 percent cut in import
contracts with Iran for the January-March period.

The 30 percent cut means that Japan will import 200,000
barrels per day (BPD) of Iranian crude during the period.

This may not be so significant a cut in real terms, though,
since Japan imported just 240,000 BPD in 1987 despite
import contracts for 300,000 BPD.

Despite repeated government denials, it is widely
believed that MITI has indeed ordered a cut in import
contracts for Iranian oil, whether directly or indirectly,
to help soothe Japan-1J.8. trade tensions, though MITI
can not officially admit it.

Japan ignored a U.S. call last October to join in trade
sanctions against Iran because of its diplomatic stance of
neutrality in the protracted Iran-Iraq war,

But at the same time, Japan pledged that it would not do
anything that might hamper the effectiveness of the U.S.
measure, including rushing to buy surplus Iranian oil.

ANNEX

During last week’s meeting, Hoseyn called for an imme-
diate end to market intervention by the Japanese Gov-
ernment if any had actually occurred.

Kuroda claimed that cuts in imporits of Iranian oil were
based on purely commercial decisions by individual
importers.

Trading Firm Barters for Soviet Union
OW220613 Tokyo THE JAPAN TIMES

in English 21 Jan 88 p | —FOR OFFICIAL USE
ONLY

[Text] The Soviet Union has been expanding its imports
of farm products from Australia and New Zealand by
bartering through a Japanese trading house, an arrange-
ment that allows it to cover domestic food shortages
without expending precious foreign reserves, business
sources disclosed Wednesday.

Under the contract made last December between the
Soviets and the Japanese firm, which seeks anonymity
out of fear of domestic rightwing retaliation, the Japa-
nese firm buys meat, dairy goods and other farm prod-
ucts from the South Pacific nations, destined for the
Soviets.

Australia and New Zealand reportedly have strong
desires to expand their exports and diversify the foreign
markets for their products.

In return, the Soviets export crabs, cod, lumber, coal and
other primary industrial products to Japan through the
trading house, but they do not receive payment for the
exports, the sources said,

Japan, whose fishing industry has been shut out of other
counries’ 200-mile exclusive fishery zones, badly needs
the supplies of seafoods,

Under the **barter trade™ contract, the trading house will
receive its first shipment of 3,800 tons of mutton, valued
at about $2.7 million, from Australia near the end of the
month.

New Zealand will also soon ship butter and other dairy
goods to the Soviets using the same trade formula, the
sourees said, adding the Japanese trading house is capi-
talized at Y420 million with annual sales totaling apro-
ximately Y70 billion,

The Far East Trade Public Corporation, the trading
firm’s Soviet partner, is one of six corporations recently
established on the Soviet East Coast to expand trade
with Asian and Pacific nations in line with Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev’s “‘perestroyka™ reforms to encour-
age domestic organizations to expand exchanges with
non-communist countries.
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The sources predicted that other Japanese trading houses
will follow suit and join in barter trade between the
Soviet Union and third countries, and eventually change
the traditional Japan-Soviet trade structure.

Defense Plan To Give Ground Forces Priority
OW212307 Tokyo THE DAILY YOMIURI!
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[Text] Unlike the current midterm defense buildup plan,
which concentrates on the Maritime and Air Self-De-
fense Forces, the next program will focus on upgrading
equipment for the Ground Self-Defense Force [GSDF],
it was learned Monda.

The new midterm defense buildup plan will start in fiscal
1991, which begins April 1.

According to a draft of a land defense plan obtained by
the YOMIURI SHIMBUN, the new program changes
the GSDF strategy from “counterattack and defense of
hinterland” to “‘defense of the coastline and thwarting
the enemy before it establishes a beachhead.”

A Defense Agency official said this change has been
made possible due to an improvement in firepower,
accuracy and range of a artillery, as well as in command
capability and better communications and intelligence.

The agency plans to equip the GSDF with the SSMI
ground-to-ship guided missile and multiple-launch
rocket systems, capable of launching more the 10 long-
range rockets simultaneously. The SSMI, which has a
range of 150 kilometers, will be the first cruise missile
made in Japan,

The SSMI missiles will be deployed from 1991,

Under the plan, the GSDF will be reorganized into
divisions based on functions, such as armored cars,
aerial mobile forces, tanks, and maintenance. Up to now
the GSDF has been organized on the basis of regional
divisions.

The agency also plans to introduce aerial refueling and
airborme warning and control systems (AWACS), even
though these systems may be perceived as exceeding the
limits of Japan’s purely defensive military policy.

Despite the shift in emphasis to the GSDF, the Defense
Agency still plans to continue its effort to defend Japan’s
sea-lanes and upgrade its air defense on the high seas.

Work on the next midterm defense buildup plan will
formally begin in or after summer. However, an informal
study on the plan began among officers of the Ground,
Maritime, and Air Staff offices in the middle of last year.

ANNEX

Police Reveal Red Army Struggle Plans
OW2i2313 Tokyo THE JAPAN TIMES
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[Text] The Japanese Red Army sent their No, 2 leader to
Japan to establish an underground network of terrorists
that could initiate an “armed struggle™ that would topple
the government, a special team of investigators for the
Tokyo Metropolitan Police Department [MPD] has con-
cluded.

MPD sources said Tuesday the terrorist group created a
central organization in Japan five years ago called the
Anti-War Democratic Front [ADF], which police at first
thought was an international organization,

However, documents confiscated from Osamu Maruoka,
37, reportedly the No. 2 leader of the Japanese Red
Army, indicate that the group has been engaged in
clandestine operations with Japan as its sole target.

Maruoka was arrested in Tokyo on Nov. 21 last year
when he returned from a trip to Hong Kong using an
illegally obtained Japanese passport.

Police have searched more than 100 places in connection
with Maruoka’s arrest. Maruoka’s partially coded note-
book and other documents were analyzed, leading to the
discovery that the objective of the ADF was to unify
leftist groups in Japan and create a mass movement
against the government.

The Japanese Red Army intended to inspire an armed
uprising in Japan using the ADF as headquarters. At the
same time, the terrorist group planned to launch an
“international armed struggle” elsewhere in the world
cooperating with foreign terrorist groups. Together the
groups were to be called the “Anti-Imperialism Interna-
tional Brigade,” police said.

The ADF has yet to achieve its original goal of creating
a nationwide network, but it has managed a set up
liaisons with supporters of leftist radical Masashi Dai-
daji, who engineered a series of bomb attacks on the
offices of major Japanese business firms and was sen-
tenced 1o death last March, according to police.

Police have been investigating further to determine the
identity of the ADF’s members. Maruoka is being ques-
tioned to determine whether his entry into Japan had
anything to do with a terrorist operation to “rescue”
Daidoji, police said.

Rocket Bombs Fired at Narita Airport
OW212329 Tokyo MAINICHI DAILY NEWS

in English 20 Jan 88 p 12—FOR OFFICIAL USE
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[Text] Narita, Chiba—Police started a full-scale investi-
gation Tuesday into an attack in which rocket bombs
were fired into New Tokyo International Airport at
Narita Monday night.
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Five rocket bombs were fired toward the airport from a
truck parked at an empty lot in Nartta at around 10.30
p.m. Monday and one of them exploded in a parking bay
2.5 kilometers away after passing over the runway, police
said. No damage was reported.

Launching equipment found on the abandoned truck
consisted of five one-meter-long steel pipes with a diam-
eter of 10 centimeters, police said.

Police suspect at anti-airport group fired the rocket
bombs and was aiming at a central building at the
airport.

Police are searching for the four other bombs.
South Korea

ROK President Chon Toe Meet Nakasone in Feb
OW 151524 Tokyo THE DAILY YOMIURI
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[By correspondent Kunihiko Yamaoka]

[Text] Seoul, Jan. 13—South Korean President Chon
Tu-hwan concurred on former Prime Minister Yasuhiro
Nakasone’s request to visit Seoul in mid-February to
discuss the improvement of Seoul-Beijing relations.

Chon’s approval came after Liberal Democratic Party
Policy Research Council Chairman Michio Watanabe
conveyed Nakasone’s message to Chon saying that Naka-
sone wishes to visit Seoul in mid-February to discuss
with Chon ways to improve relations between South
Korea and China.

ANNEX

Chon, welcoming Nakasone’s plan, replied that he per-
sonally respects Nakasone and is looking forward to
seeing him in mid-February, LDP officials accompany-
ing Watanabe said.

Watanabe met with Chon for 50 minutes at the Blue
House presidential mansion.

As to the normalization of Seoul-Beijing ties listed by
president-clect No Tae-u as a politicat platformn during
his election campaign, Chon would not disclose any
concrete political schedule to achieve that goal.

Instead, Chon asked Watanabe whether he has a good
idea about needs to be done. In pushing for the improve-
ment of Seoul-Beijing ties, it will be necesary to take into
consideration the effect on neighboring countries and at
the same time to enlist their support, Chon was quoted
as saying.

As to the revision of the election law, Chon said a
revision bill is expected to pass through the National
Assembly by the end of February or by mid-March.

Watanabe said it might be desirable for the law to be
revised before Chon’s term expires. Chon responded by
saying he has the same idea, the official said.

Chon did not respond when Watanabe inquired about
his view on North Korea's announcement Tuesday not
to take part in the Seoul Olympics if the games are
hosted solely by South Korea.

Watanabe is scheduled to meet with No Thursday. He
will return home Friday night.




FBIS-EAS-88-014
22 January 1988

pointed out: The Americans waged a cruel war against
Vietnam and caused untold suffering 1o our people.
Nevertheless, we stand ready 1o wurn our back on the past
and look forward to normatizing relations between the
two countries on the principle of equality. The Vietnam-
ese people have very good feelings about and are grateful
10 Americans, including many U.S. intellectiuals, wrilers,
and artists who resolutely opposed the war of aggression
waged by the U.S. Administration against Vietnam.

The remains of many Vietnamese cadres, combatants,
and civilians killed by U.S. bombs and shells have not
yet been rtecovered. Nevertheless, we stand ready to
cooperate with the U.S, side in the search for the remains
of U.S. soldiers killed in Vietnam. Since Amerasian
children have the mixed blood of their American fathers
and Vietnamese mothers in 1heir veins, they also deserve
our love and responsibility. We are prepared to create
every condition for them to leave for the United States.
Regarding those having connections with the U.S.
Administration in the past, we also stand ready to grant
them exit permits. However, difficulties arise from the
countries of asylum, especially the United States.

Answering guestions raised by a number of newsmen
concerning the withdrawal of Vietnamese Army volun-
teers from Cambodia and the sitance of Vietnam on the
issue of peace and stability in Southeast Asia. Comrade
Nguven Van Linh said: The Vietnamese people have
gone through 40 years of destruction caused by the war
of aggression. Therefore, more than anybody else, they
have long yearned for peace, friendship, and cooperation
with fraternal countries. Nevertheless, soon after we
achieved peace and national unification, the Pol Pot
clique, instigated by foreign countries, conducted grab-
bing operations against the southwestern border area
and committed barbarous massacres againsi our people.
Next, since 1979, Chinese troops have continuously
caused tension in the six northern border provinces,
forcing us to exert our right of seif-defense. The rebirth
of Cambodia and strong development of the Cambodian
Administration and people’s armed forces have enabled
us lo withdraw part of our Vietnamese Army volunteers
from Cambodia and. as agreed upon by the two coun-
tries, Vietnamese Army volunieers will be completely
withdrawn from Cambodia in 1990, or sooner if we can
reach a solution 10 the Cambodian issue.

Like Laos and Cambodia, Vietnam has advanced many
initiatives aimed at reaching a solution that would help
restore peace and stahility in the region, and has also
acclaimed the ASEAN countries’ desire for peace to be
restored soon in Cambodia in the spirit of national
reconciliation.

Comrade Nguyen Van Linh hoped that in their function
as reflectors of the truth, journalists would give the world
public a true picture of the Cambodian issue. He also
answered questions concerning our people's renovation

SOUTHEAST ASIA

undertaking, efforts to overcome the consequences of the
war. and the development of cultural and artistic activ-
ities in our country since liberation.

The meeting lasted for more than 3 hours. Though a
good number of newsmen wanted 10 raise more issues,
the very concrete, straightforward, and convincing
answers of the comrade general secretary made everyone
feel very satisfied and comfortable.

AFP Reports on Meeting
BK211310 Hong Kong AFP in English 1246 GMT
21 Jan 88

[By Jacques Michel Tondre]

[Text] Ho Chi Minh City, Yan 21 (AFP}—The Hanoi
government hopes for an agreement under which dis-
armed Khmer Rouge forces will *‘return to civilian life”
before a planned 1990 pullout of Vietnamese forces from
Cambodia, Vietnamese leader Nguyen Van Linh said
here Thursday.

He also indicated that Vietnam wanted to improve its
ties with the United States and planned to soon release
all the prisoners it still holds in re-education camps.

The general secrelary of the Vietnamese Communist
Party rejected any preconditions for the 140,000-strong
Vietnamese occupation forces’ withdrawal from Cambo-
dia.

He added. however: *We have declared on many occa-
sions that our troops will be completely withdrawn by
the year 1990, whether or not there is an agreement
beiween the Cambodian parties.™

But he indicated that he hoped for an accord under
which *Pol Pot forces may return to citizen life but not
carry arms with them” before the withdrawal.

Pol Pot is the leader of the Khmer Rouge, which Viet-
namdse forces toppled when they invaded Cambodia in
1679. The Beijing-backed Khmer Rouge is the main
armed group now resisting the Vielnamese presence in
Cambohta.

Mr Linh said he did not believe the Cambodian resis-
tance was capable of toppling the Vietnamese-backed
Phnom Penh government which, he said, had consider-
ably strengthened its position afier nearly a decade in
power,

He was addressing about 60 foreignh newsmen here for an
Asia-Pacific journalists’ conference, seen as a major
public relations exercise planned to coincide with the
currenl second round of peace talks in Paris between
Cambodian Premier Hun Sen and resistance leader
Prince Norodom Sihanouk.
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Questioned on Vietnam’s re-education camps, often
denounced by Western human rights organizations, Mr
Linh said that all prisoners still held there would be
released soon.

“We have made the decision recently 10 release all of
them,” he said, but gave no specific date, nor any further
details.

Vietnam announced in September that it had ordered
the release of 6,685 political prisoners—including miti-
tary and civilian officials of the now-defunct U.S,-
backed South Vietnamese Government—and reduced
the terms of another 5,320,

Mr Linh was also conciliatory vis-a-vis the United
States.

“Vietnam wants 10 forget the past,” he said.

On the fate of Vietnam’s Amerasian children—born of
American serviceman fathers and Vietnamese mothers
during the Vietnam war—Mr Linh said; “We want to
return all of them to the United States, where they will
have a better future.”

He also spoke of Vietnam’s determination to rebuild its
economy and complained about what he termed the
country’s “budget-eating” bureaucratic excesses.

He also hinted at a possible reorganization of the Viet-
namese cabinet, saying: “We have to0o many vice-pre-
miers.” There are now nine of them, he said.

The two-day journalists’ conference was inaugurated
Tuesday by Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach, and
participants will be taken to Phnom Penh Friday for a
48-hour visit o Cambodia before returning here Satur-
day.

Conference Closes 21 January
BK211600 Hanoi VNA in English 1535 GMT
21 Jan 88

[Text] Hanoi VNA January 21—The three-day round-
table of Asian-Pacific journalists was closed in Ho Chi
Minh City this afternoon.

Twenty-six speeches at the conference underlined the
aspiration of the mass media to maintain peace and
stability, step up dialogues, broaden cooperation, and
support and consotidate initial joint constructive activi-
ties in Asia and the Pacific,

At the conference, Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen
Co Thach and Kampuchean Assistant to Minister of
Foreign Affairs Long Visalo spoke about the issues of
peace and cooperation in the region.

SOUTHEAST ASIA

Vo Dong Giang. chairman of the State Commission for
External Economic Relations, expounded the Vietnam-
ese Government’s law on foreign investment.

Particularly, the speech by Party General Secretary Ngu-
ven Van Linh helped foreign journalists understand
more about the situation in Vietnam and in the region.

Many participants proposed to continued live up the
spirit of cooperation beginning from this conference by
increasing view exchanges and contacls among journal-
ists in such forms as holding teach-ins, exchanging
information, newspapers and journalists,

On behalf of the Vietnam Journalists® Association [VJA]
Dao Tung, vice president and general secretary of the
VIJA, expressed thanks 1o the journalists for their pres-
ence at the conference which. he said, expressed their
desire for peace, stability, cooperation, and their good-
will and high sense of responsibility.

This evening, the party committee and the people’s
committee of the city gave a reception in honour of the
participants,

Article on Alleged U.S. Postwar Plan

First Installment
BK 191015 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese | Dec 87, p 4

[First Instaliment of article by Do Quang: “To Under-
stand Further the Postwar Plan of the United States as
Seen Through the Trial of the Hoang Co Minh-Led
Organization of Exile Counterrevolutionaries”]

[Text] I. Fostered by the United States, Effectively
Supported by Thailand [subhead]

Three years ago, the group of Beijing lackey spies led by
Le Quoc Tuy, Mai Van Hanh, and Tran Van Ba infil-
trated into our country with effective support from
Thailand. They were all arrested and publicly trnied in Ho
Chi Minh City. This time, another organization of
counterrevolutionaries in exiie who were led by Hoang
Co Minh and fostered and guided by the United States
and Thailand to infiltrate Vietnam, were also eradicated
and almost wholly captured. This was a new armed
exploit of public security force members who had wor-
thily cooperated with the volunteer Vietnamese comnbat-
ants and border defense units and maintained close
combat coordination with the armed forces of fraternal
Laos and Cambodia to wipe out an organization of
counterrevolutionaries living in exile and serving as
henchmen of the enemies of the country and people.

Although these caplives were brought before the law
today, the case actually began on 30 April 1980.

Implementing the postwar plan when the defeated Arner-
icans had 1o roll up their flag and get out of southern
Vietnam on 30 April. the CIA, 1ogether with other
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Repatriated Army Volunteers Welcomed in Pleiku
BK2412014288 Hanoi VNA in English 1512 GMT
23 Dec 88

[Text] Hanoi VNA Dec 23—More than 10,000 armymen
and people of Gia Lai-Kontum Province, Central High-
lands, gathered in a solemn meeting at Pleiku provincial
town this morning to welcome Divisions 315 and 207 of
the Vietnamese Volunteer Army, which has returned
from Kampuchea after fulfilling their internationalist
duty there.

Addressing the meeting, Nguyen Van Sy, member of the
party Central Committee and secretary of the provincial
party committee, highly praised repatriated armymen
for their great achievements in helping the Kampuchean
people overthrow the genocidal Pol Pot regime, then
rebuild and defend their country.

Accredited by the State Council, Licutenant General
Phan Hoan, commander of the 5th Military Zone,
pinned the Military Order, First Class, on the banners of
Divisions 315 and 307,

Commiittee for Amendment of Constitution Set Up
BK2612160088 Hanoi VNA in English 1522 GMT
26 Dec 88

[Text] Hanoi VNA Dec. 26—A committee to draft
amendments and modifications to a number of articles
of the Constitution has been set up. The committee,
established in accordance with a resolution passed b the
National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
at closing session on Dec. 22, includes 16 members with
Vo Chi Cong as chairman.
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Resolution Passed
BK2712062688 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese
1430 GMT 26 Dec 88

[“The Fourth Session of the Eighth SRV National
Assembly’s 13-22 December 1988 resolution on setting
up a committee to draft amendments and modifications
to a number of articles of the SRV Constitution™)]

[Text] By virtue of Articles 83 and 147 of the SRV
Constitution and considering the Council of State’s
proposal for modifying and amending a number of
articles of the 1980 Constitution, the SRV National
Assembly has reached the following decisions:

—-Setting up a committee to draft amendments and
modifications to a number of artictes of the SRV
Constitution.

—The composition of the commitiee to draft amend-
ments and modifications to a number of articles of the
SRV Constitution is as follows:

. Vo Chi Cong, chairman;

. Phan Anh, member;

. Nguyen Viet Dung, member;

. Le Quang Dao, member;

. Nguyen Thi Dinh, member;
Phan Hien, member;

. Pham Hung, member;

. Nguyen Khanh, member;

. Vu Mao, member;

10. Do Muoi, member;

11. Nguyen Quyet, member;

12. Tran Quyet, member;

13. Nguyen Huu Tho, member;
14, Dam Quang Trung, member;
5. Phung Van Tuu, member; and
16. Pham Thi Thanh Van also known as Mrs Ngo Ba
Thanh, member.

This resolution was passed by the Eighth SRV National
Assembly’s Fourth Session on 22 December 1988§.

[Signed}] Le Quang Dao, chairman of the National
Assembly.





