


























AMERICAL NEWSLETTER

VIETNAM NEWS NETWORK FHOE 1

VUNG TAU HYDROFOIL to Saigon has resumed service
twice daily. The ride takes approximately 1 hour
and 20 minutes.

US MAN SENTENCED TO 5 YEARS in prison for entering
Vietnam with a military rifle, a shotgun, 300
rounds, along with some illegal pornography
material. It was rather difficult for him to
plead ignorance of the law due to the hidden
compartment in his luggage.

VIETNAM has changed. If you are interested in a
tour to Vietnam please contact:

Vietna
Walla Walla, WA 99362
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VIETNAM NEWS UPDATE #5
by Courtney L. Frobenius

Pepsi Cola Banners wrapped the boat racing stand
during the ceremonies in Hue marking the 20th
anniversary of the liberation of the city by Viet
Cong forces. Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap was on hand for
the ceremonies. The ceremonies were low key,
keeping in consonance with the government policy
to encourage foreign investment.

Singapore broke ground on a $250 million project
for a massive project in Hanoi. Included in the
project are office towers, apartment blocks, and a
five star hotel on the banks of the Red River in
Hanoi. It is the largest and most ambitious
project to date in Hanoi. It calls for the
construction of 560,000 square feet which is due
for completion of the first phase in 1997. The
project is called Song Hong City.

Government Officials - The following are the names
and titles of the prominent govenment officials
for Vietnam:

Le Duc Anh State President

Vo Van Kiet Prime Minister

Do Muoi General Secretary CPV

Pham Van Dong Adviser to CPV

Nong Duc Manh National Assembly Pres.

Vietamese War Dead - Vietnam recently announced
that 1.1 million of its soldiers died in the war
and over 600,000 were wounded. It also noted that
300,000 are still counted as MIA.

Former President Bush - George Bush will be
visiting Vietnam in early September of this year.
He will be the first U.S. President since Lyndon
Johnson visited Vietnam in 1966. Bush will be
attending a banking conference hosted by Citibank
in HCMC and Hanoi.

Bumper Rice Crop Expected - A bumper rice crop is
expected for Vietnam's winter rice crop. Output
for the Mekong Delta region alone is expected to
increase over 800,000 tons over last years crop.
In 1994 Vietnam was the third largest exporter of
rice behind Thailand and the United States,
exporting 2.2 million tons of rice.

Highway 1 Restoration - The South Koreans are
bidding for restoration work on Highway 1; of the
27 firms bidding, 17 are South Korean. the first
section to be completed 1s the Saigon to Nha Trang
section. Of the $141 million project, $121 million
is to ke financed by the Asian Development Bank.

1st quarter Economic Report - Foreign development

topped $1.3 billion through March 15th. Exports
were up 44% over last year to §$940 million and
imports grew by 11% or $960 million over the same
period. Last year Vietnam exported $3.6 billion
while importing $5 billion worth of goods.

Big -Blue- IBM received its license to establish a
wholly-owned company. IBM will invest §1.7
million and will distribute its products through
six local firms.

Nestle - Swiss owned Nestle received a license to
construct a plant in Bien Hoa to manufacture Milo
and Nescafe products. The plant is 100% owned and
is expected to cost $424 million. At full
capacity the plant will produce 3,200 tons of Milo
and 800 tons of Nescafe annually.

Hue Hotel Venture Announced - US based AMViet
Development Corporation in a joint venture
agreement with Huong Giang Hotel Co. announced
plans to develop a 250 room, four star hotel in
Hue on con Hen Islet on the Perfume River.

Carrier - Carrier International, the US maker of
air conditioners, celebrated the opening of its
Hanoi office. This follows the opening of its HCMC
office last July. Carrier is a subsidiary of
United Technologies, parent company of Otis
elevators.

General Motors - The GM Overseas Distribution
Corporation signed an agreement with Saigon
General Service Company to sell and service Opal
passenger cars in Vietnam beginning later this
year. GM joins Ford and Chrysler which has
previously entered the market. 11,500 cars and
commercial vehicles were sold last year. the
market 1is expected to increase 60,000 units
annually in five years.

Daihatsu Motors - Japanese auto manufacture
Daihatsu will team up with two Indonesian
companies to produce small trucks in a new
facility in Hanoi.

Mercedes Benz - Germany's Mercedes Benz has
received a license to build a $70 million assembly
plant neat HCMC. The factory will assemble buses,
light trucks and cars, with a target of 2,600
total units annually by 1999.

Mitsubishi - The Japanese Mitsubishi company will
begin producing 12 seat buses in a facility
outside HCMC in June. 30 vehicles are planned for
June of this year with a target of 5,000 vehicles
a year by 1996. Mitsubishi will invest over $50
million in the plant over the next five years.

Suzuki - Japan's Suzuki Motor Corporation has been
granted a license to build a $21 million plant in
Bien Hoa industrial zone. The plant will assemble
500 vehicles per yvear and will initially produce
light trucks.

BBI - Maryland based BBI Investment group received
a license to launch a §243 million hotel
development project in Vietnam's China Beach. The
project will include a new hotel, golf course and
tourist facilities.

Foriegn Investment by Country - In order of
investment the ratings are as follows: Taiwan,
Hong Kong, Singapore, Japan, South Korea, B.V.
Islands, Malaysia, Australia, Switzerland, France,
Holland, England, Thailand, Bahamas, and the
United States.
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Hot Dogs - The American community in Hanoi will be
celebrating the 4th of July with USDA Choice Beef
and Hot Dogs flown in from Bangkok. Heinz ketchup,
American beer and wines, and relishes will be
featured on the 4th of July celebration to be held
on U.S. Government property at 19-21 Hai Ba Trung.
Turnout is expected to be 300-500 people.

Our Guy in Hanoi - Mr. James Hall is the head of
our Liaison Office in Hanoi. The '"raison d'etre"
of the US Liaison Office is '"to pursue further
tangible progress towards the fullest possible
accounting for Americans missing from the war.”

Congressional Line Up on Relations with Vietnam:

In Favor of Improving Relations:John McCain,
John Kerry, Christopher Bond, Paul Simon, Mark
Hatfield, Alan Simpson, Frank Murkowski, Chuck
Robb, J. Bennett Johnston, and J. Robert Kersey.

Against Improving Relations with Vietnam: Bob
Smith, Jesse Helm, Strom Thurmond, Arlen Spector,
Benjamin Gilman, Craig, Thomas, doug Bereuter,
Olympia Snow, and Robert Dorman.

U.S. Law Firms in Vietnam There are now seven U.S.
Law Firms in Vietnam: Baker & McKenzie, Coudert
Brothers, Paul Weiss, Russin & Vecchi, Stroock &
Stroock & Lavin, Skadden & Arps and White and Case
The closest runner up is France with five,
followed by the U.K. wwith four, Australia and
Hong Kong with three each, Singapore with two an
Thailand with one. In spite of being 15th down
the list in overall investment, there are some
things the world just can't beat us at....

0il Estimates - Petro Vietnam (PV) increased its
estimates for 1995 oil production from 7.7 million
tons to 11 million tons. Last year 2 million tons
were pumped, averaging 18,000 barrels per day.
PetroVietnam has signed a total of 28 production
sharing agreements with foreign companies.
Vietsovpetro, the Russian oil and PetroVietnam
pumped 1.67 million tons of oil in the first
quarter of 1995.
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WIVES - MOTHERS - GIRLFRIENDS

For a study of women's experiences during the
Vietnam War, I would appreciate hearing from the
wives, mothers, and girl friends of the men who
fought in the Vietnam conflict. Please include
memories about the period your loved one served
overseas, including, (but not restricted to)
strategies for coping, networks of support, and
attitudes of the population at large. Also
include a brief description of your background,
including age, race, ethnicity, and the areas of
the military with which your loved one served.

ViiiiniiliiiiiY

Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

Please write to:

I am a Ph.D. candidate in American History at
Boston University. My writing project deals with
the experiences of American women on the
"homefront" during the war in Vietnam.

Much has been written about the Vietnam era. Yet
the perspective of women who sent their loved ones
to fight is glaringly absent. I believe that for
many women whose husbands, sons and boyfriends
fought, and were perhaps wounded or killed in
Vietnam, the war was a pivotal experience in their
lives. I welcome all letter from women

describing any aspect of their experience, no
matter how seemingly insignificant. I am very
excited about hearing from you.
Sincerely,
Virginia Laffey
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5th CAVALRY

I_am conducting research on the activities of the
Fifth Cavalry around Quang Tri prior to, during,
and immediately after the Tet Offensive of 1968.

While I am concerned with all aspects of
operations, I am most concerned with action on 30
March 1968, resulting in the death of Sgt. Bert
Austin Keeler (3/3 Squad). I realize this is a
very general description, but it is all I have to
go on at this point. Please contact:

B. Lee March Ph.D.

i —-—

Young Harris, GA 30582
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"UNOFFICIAL" VA = NEWS
Eligibility Changed: Public Law 102-86 Veterans
Benefits Program Improvement Act 1991.

GOOD NEWS: If you are being treated as an
outpatient by a primary care Physician at a VA
facility, you may be eligible for Dental
treatment. If your Physician believes your dental
condition is affecting the medical condition you
are being treated for, they can send you to Dental
Service using SF-513 Consult for evaluation and
possible treatment as a Class VI outpatient.
a. Can be Service connected or Non-Service
connected veteran.
b. Examples of some Medical conditions
affected:
1. Cardiovascular (heart) diseases, i.e.
murmur, valve replacement.
2. Joint Prosthesis
3. Metabolic and Nutritional disorders,
i.e.diabetes, esophageal strictures, peptic ulcers
4. Head and Neck Malignancies.

Examples of these conditions do not guarantee
eligibility or extent of treatment, i.e.emergrency
extractions without replacement vs. comprehensive
care.

BAD NEWS: Every VA Center seems to interpret the
Public law somewhat differently. Some are very
helpful and others, due to patient loads and
inadequate staffing, are not utilizing this law
for the benefit of veterans.

PERSONAL COMMENTS: There needs to be major
eligibility for fair treatment of veterans,
especially, COMBAT VETERANS!

EXAMPLE: VET A could be 30% service-connected for
gunshot wounds to the arm of leg, but would not be
eligible for DENTAL, EYEGLASSES, or other benefits.

EXAMPLE : VET B serves less than one year active
duty (stateside) and could have 100% Service-
connected rating with full benefits. FAIR?

NO! (i.e.Psychosis)
Sincerely,
John P. Hofer DMD
B/5/46 LIB



























James C. Buckle
36 Standish Woods Circle
Harwich, MA 02645
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Eligibility for Membership

Membership in ADVA is open to all officers and enfisted
personnel now serving with or who have served with the
Americal (23d INF) Division in an assigned or attached
status during the following periods:

World War it 1942-1945
Korean War (Caribbean) 1954-1956
Vietnam War 1967-1973

Eligibility includes those who served with Task Force
6814 and Task Force Oregon. Branch of service is
immaterial.

Dedication

ADVA is dedicated as a LIVING MEMORIAL
to all veterans of the Americal Division and
is pledged to foster true American
patriotism, social and welfare activities for
all members, allegiance to the United States
Government , and its flag, and to perpetuate
the traditions and history of the Americal
Division of the United States Army.

AMERICAL DIVISION VETERANS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 1381
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02104
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Name Telephone
Street State Zip,
Amencal Unit Rgt/Bde Bn Co Other Associate

Dates of Service

Occupation

Date

Sponsored by

Name of Spouse

Signature

Senal/SSN No.

Please enclose initial dues of $12.00

. Include phone number with correspondence.





