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DEPAR'l'HHIT 01 THE ARMY 
SUPPOIn' FICILITY NKP, (HEAVY HOOK) 

APe San Francisco 96310 

:30 October 1969 

SUBJECT: Letter of Com:oendation 

TliRU: 

'1'0: 

Comander 
56th Special Operations Wing 
A?O 96310 

Commnder 
21st Specinl Operations ~U8dron 
APO 96310 

1. I wish to take this oppc>rtunity to cOllllTlcnd lJ'.njor Robert R. Ar!lau, 

(tJrcrnft ColWlandr,r). Major Dou,,,lllll W. Krueger, (Pilot), 

'I'Sgt lofaurice D. StD.l)'ers, _ _ _ (Fli:tht Engineer), and SSgt Thi>ml!.s E. 

M~son, (Flight .Eng1-naer) for their ou:j;standing achievement whUe 

pnrticipating in a mission flown.cn 17 October 1909 in support of Heavy 

Hook operations.--

2. Major Arn~u's superior flying nbility contributed sienificantly to,the 

successful extraction of & friendly guerrilla teem operatinC deep in hostile 

territory'. The te"m on the c:round had been under fire for several hours ,when . 

thE> extraction was undertaken. Major Arnau and his crew elected to attempt the 

1'f!IIOue of the friendly teO/ll Blthough all hostile fire had not been S1.1PPl,"essed. 

With disregard for their own personal safety, theT extracted the entire tesm. 

This was additionally commendable as the aircraft (CH-3) utilized by YeJor Arnsu 

during the extraction Wall operating at its maxill\U!n performallce level due to 

the altitude and weight factors. Major Arnsu's superior capabilities and 

,confidence were the signifi~~t factors in the successful completion of the 

11I1s:;ion. 

3. Without the outstanding contributions of Major Arnau and his crew, tbe 

extraction of. thia team \/OUld not h~'V'e been JlOssible. It is a personal . 

pleaBllJ'e to work with men of the caliber of Major .&.rrulu and his crew. 

~~""'~4C" 'WILLIAM L. SHELTON ------
Major, Infantry 
Colll/llMding 


