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Hajor Robert· R. Arn"" distinguished himself by hero111D\ wUe participating 1n aerial. ,! 
flight as Aircraft COl!lJl>llnder of: a CII-JE helicopter at a classified location :\Jl South- ... ' 
ea.it· Asia on )8 November 1969, Ozi that date Major Arnau . was ·lUssion Collll!lander ot a ,i 

f'l1g.;lt at three CH-3E helicopters and' two A-l, .Sl<yrlliders on an emergency extUtrlltion :; 
of II Forward Reconnllissance TD"" under .attack and surrounded bT hostile forces. The 
weather enroute was poor and in the targot arell it booame extremely maI'g1nal with the 
oloud basses .only a tew hundred ·feet above tho mountainous terrain. ~~e decision to 
launch the helicopters was made only because of the dire nature of the emergen~1 the 
team had already Butfered one killed and two others wounded. Upbn arrival at the tar­
set area, the Forward Air Controller advised that ihe weather had not improved; aJ.thou€ 
he was directing !Ilir strikes ag&:\Jlst en~ ' positions surrounding the team, tl:le aloud 
cover and seVere ·tcrbulenae would maRe a recovery attempt . extremely ditficult and 
dangerous. Also, : the prebr.ie:fed rende2vous point and approach heading Were not unus-

. able. Hajor Arnau made the decision to go down through a ho~e .in the un¢ercast de.pit. 
the fact that thi,,· ·.culd taks the formation over prebriefed anti-au'eratt emplaeements 
since it was the on~ '=ute available. On~e ,belOW the low ly:\Jlg ' clOUd layer, the' for­
mntion rendezvouDed with the Forward Air Controller and the other two helicopters held 
" hile Major Arnau tollowed the Forw8.1'd Air Controllar to the landing zone. Throughout 
thiB time the team was constantly under. smaJ.l ·ar:ns and automatio' ,weapons fire so the 
two A-l's folloWe~ ~em in to deliver p'rcc~~"'tl"e .o"dlla"ce~ .. Maln.r.:.Arnau spotted the 
team's . signal smo~e on a ridgeline and made an approach despite the tur~lence and re­
ported hostile fire. The slope of .the ridge prevented a complete landinS so Major 
Arnau hovered the ' helicopter with orily the nose wheel touching the ground. The wind 
auating oVer the ridge caused excessive turbulence ,nnd . the helicopter bucked violentlY 
while the team was be:\,ng loaded aboard. With the en14re team, in eluding the body 'of 
the dead man, sat~ on the helicopter: l1ajor Arnau departed with all possible power . 
applied. ~! .. jor At-n~ls selfless . actions, :\Jlstant doaisions, and superb fly:\Jl;: nbility 
resulted :\Jl ::the sv.ccesaful recovery·l ot· the surviving mombers of the. Forward iReconnuis-

.. senee Team, saVing them from being ~aptu~".d or, kil~ed.1 ~ , The. outstand;ing heroism 
nod oe11'1es6 devotion til dUty displo,yed oy ~!aJor "lrnlUl. reflu~tgr""t"cl'"di,t .UROo)d_ 

"sol!"s,iiir-th"i.'lTliltea, StAt~~ Air ForeD. . ... .... ' . 
' ,' • .•• . '.,'. • .• • _ •. 1 .. ~~ ••• . , .~_ .' _. _ . " __ ••• ' 

." '. . ',.~ .; 

. , 

11. ATTACHNItNT, 

.... UM.EII: 

l ' 

' .. : . ~ '. . , 

.... 
" 

~ C1ta.t1on ; 
: 

, Mit'"~a o~ e;,~.c1ll"t1.;.:i «(, o...t1)Q~ . .. 

:-. 

.. : : ... .. ; " .... -. '; .. 

.' 

• -:..:...;.' ... ~ •• • • " ' U ' . · ..... !"C . 

" .~. 

" 
i. 

'.' 

n .... _ " • • " 
.> 

j 

.! 
i ' . 

.) ., 

I 

! , , , 

I 
. , 
. I , 

; 

.1 

,-
• ! 

I 

I 



" 

I. 

·"UI( tJrr'\ojAI. U~G V""" I I .. nen l"'"CG 'nl 

RECOMMENDATION FOR DECORATION IO .. TI: 

YOI (0,..., .. ,. ~!.""".-.J ,lto.w. (0...., •• ".,. _4 .."..~ 

I 56th Clnbt S!)t ' Gp (CDPO..PA) 
APO San Yranc1sc.o 96310 

21st Spocial Operations Squ&d~on (C) 
APO San Francisco 90310 (liAR:;-c6) 

nCCOWMItif;OATIO .. 

.. IN~\'U"'VN D"T'I"(~ or ACT. At;HI.V~"'.NT O. 'C'RVlca 

" 10':" :L8 ' liov~er 1969 ' Tei. 18 November 1969 l 

~"UOHA1. .DATA 0 .. INOIVIDUAL I"NO "Ec;o .... CWDCO 
4. L~IT H ..... - "Ia"T N.C .... OGL& I"ITIM. .. "'r:1H "'UN 
A.~IA!l', 'ROlmtT .R. FV3047899 

', . ..... &NT ~fIIO"'~I&ATION ""'0 IT ATiON "' . ... ".&aN DUn" ~ON"IlHT 

2l..t Si>'C~aJ. Operat.i=-S:r~ - (NARQC6) ,-
APO San Francisco 9b310 ~ - . . Pilot, ct!-3E, 102~ 

--,I..,.,)·· . . ,. IL O.O ... hU& .... :t:ION 0" N.aT OUT,. "'~Of00Ur,4C""T , ......... ,I ... I 
N/A 

n. O" •• NII"TK)~, ·OUT"'''''.O''''NT ...... 00"' .. 0. AT·TI .... 'Op' · 
: ' ... ~t 0" I;&ltVlel " . • .. , 

: I I I .' , i 
21st Special Operations Squadron (NARQC6) 

I., .""'IKCTtV. DAT. O~ PRO­
MOTION TO O.loOt IN WHic,;: .. .... v" •• ' . 

, ... ''''O,VICUU..L!' .... VIC. IN 
. ...,. ,oac. "NC. ACt: ICI" 

.... VIC. HA' ••• ,. 
MONO'IA,I",. 

:II u-aa!1o : COlDIDand er, : CJI..';E, ' l025E . . 
Ita.lor · - . Q!I .... 0.0 

! 
I ... D .. TE 0' O .. EII.", ......... '. o ".,I ...... NT. OaR sa~ ..... 4,.,.10M1 : " . . 

TtlC ca"9 WIL.L ""OVIDtt AND ~I"I"'V TNI "'Ot.. .. O.I~O IN"O_A.TlOlh Dm05: 28 Feb 70 -.. 
; .. -
'. I "IETI"I~.H" Oil IE,. .. '" ... rION '11 0 YOL.t.IMT"'''T OIHVC .... UHT ..... V ... NO THe ~ .. OLLOWIN. ItE"~'C • . D .. TE, A""e., 

COOl ' TII""IO ' ,..l" .... Q, __ ....:.. ___ • __ ....:. ___ _ 

,./0.10 ~ . T"caO' .,. .... D • . 

" . . 
. ' f-,., .. ,...-:.':."."O"'T~H=."'.-:."'.=-=CO""_"'=."'N"~"A"T"'O"" ... :-::.::o".:-:'.=w'"A"'.:OOO="."o""',,,"''''' •• -''--..,..,,,,.,-,.''.''.'''''' 'O"'''H''.''.''''' •• ,.o''.''.''''''''''=.::'L .... ''.'' .. :::::.''O,....'''I''O''O''' .... ''''",.''o.,.1"0 .... ::0;,."" .. ,." ...... -1 

·INOIVIO ..... L. ~.NOIH. (II,.... "".---.1 . . ...... "CT 0 ....... IC. . . , , .'. , .' . , " 
..., " \0 , -- ~ .... ~ ~~ • ." .. ". . • 

[!J.... ON';DFC.l.'IO~t69 
, · t~·: · .--

!Xl.a., 0 .... , 
_. I" " ......... TO tT." t' .11 TKS., ... "ItT"'1K ... CO .... NOATION. PO .. "HaOT.'-U·'NDIVIDU,u.1 POtItWA.OKD AI It. ,. .... "·O'-,-HI'· 

".C~NDATtoN ... ." [Iv.. 'ONO ' .. ' . ' . ., . 
~ ." AWSWE" TO I1Ew ... I. MO, aX""'IIIN ..... SOH "0'" GaL"". ·INCL.UDlNG OilT. ".C:ONMIND .. TIONW W" .. I. a. "O.WAIOIAt 

. .uco IOt:NTI"" T ..... NO'YIDVAL.'., eT 8"40C, ............ Yte ... ~C". ~1t."HT O"OAHI~ATlO", STATION, ~"O oaC:O""Tlo.. 
"eco .. MeNDED. , · • . . • . r",~ •. , .' " .,. i . , . 

", '. .' , 

II. "A.I "",.YtO~ 4W,.,,0 •• ~N M"'DIE TO THII .INDIVIOUAL P'O. THI~ IlCT.," ,_ItVICe ' . I 

0".' 1!.JIIIO . , . . ' ' . .. 

&L I" ........ 0 .. P'OITHUNOU'i! 0" IHOIVIDUAL 112CO ..... NOCO I. NII.""G IN "'CTION 011 A ""lSOHEtl 0" ..... L.IIT N ...... AOOIt&l. 
"'HD ".~II:r'OH""" 0" N KT 0" KU'~ • . , ' . . ' . , 

HIA '. ' 

u. O""C·"""" ~".I.HT"TIO" 0" ........ 0 I. 
14 •• ,. 1tP,,"av.o. .. 0 ....... 0 :,.0 .. ,."~ ... N A JON TO rgrtM'u',......., • .., .. .,. 

i OIIiRIO. I'" ,~f!..,..wV'~ .; '. 

1 30 J8:il . '10 . .. CllPO, 56th Clnbt Spt . ~, .;"PO Sa.'l Fl'ancisco 96310 

.. ".YIOUI IEDITION 0" T",' "0." Wit.", 

.a UNO UHTIL. lTOC:Il II «XH4UITI.D 
. ! 

! 
...... . , .. , . 



['i'i:I;i.:i~~~':1 -; :~~. ~.;:' :t ~' rt7;;;c4N-;:;::-; ;~;;;7;;;-;r;;;.,-:::·-. A;,~; ,,:. ::::;;;.,: ~,; ~ :::~ •. -.'''' ;::; :~:,j:,,~ :.; ~~:', t.:;-,:;:; ~,.;' .;~.' .~:~~~ .:,~'., ;,7~~~. " li-;;Z:;"':'~!'~': '4 :~"Q 'i 1- 1I.,ded, "' '' 0 pllt/J'l 11 Jt JO'fj b«td "..:1'1", 'I'I1t 'tid e,"Ie,, ' or ,·:. ieh m~.' bu elt!""" ", 'he ,,,lI:qn./,,,,,,,'lfI.II' ImJlvldUit/ In IId,J'tlOIt 10 IIH~ ./f.)1Q: llhl 
I ,~".fI on 1/'11. ,.""" • 

" 

I MAjor !\"bert R. 'Arnau dist:lnbUis!Hxl' !Iil'!lsclf by extrc,ordin!l17 e.eh1avement lihUe • 
. .Fnrt1c!pat1ng iIi a'l!'it>~ flight as Aircraft 'Co=o.nde::- of a CH-J hol1cop~er "t " 

I 
" 

clp."sifiod location b Sou'.;lIeast Ada on 17 Ccto~~r 1969. On thc.t c1cte !t.njor Arnatt 
vas mis!Oion cO:'~E'..nder of. 0. flight of three Ci!-3 holieop"'vers a.."'ld t'..;O A-1 Sk-JI'a.!.dcrs 

I on c flirrht deep L~to hostile territory for ~~ emorGency ~~iltration of a forwerd i 
I , 

I 
r 

" 

roeonnaistanee tetun that· ~a8 su-"Tounded ane. under att"c~ b::" rn oppos:L"'lg armed force . 
After Cl."l extcr..siye night over 1'!.igh ~ou"C.~tinoue te::re.in t!ne? ~ t" :: ;,~,::';e ~he faet t hnt 

I?reciso navigation .as hindered ~ an undercast condition, the flight successfully 
• i arrived at the point prebriefed fer rendezvous 'Jith the For~c.rd Air Controller. As 

the fOrm&tio~ ree~~ed the rendezvous point, the la~t of four soparcte !lieht~ or 
attack and fi~hte::- ai~cra£t t hat hnd· been supporting the beleaguered t90~ expended 

, the l!lst of- their ordnance and dep • .:rt.ed the area. The Forward Air Controller 
I ud'rised that the friendly teem "IUl located on 0. hiGh; hoavily jungled ridgcline and, 
due to the S'..trrounding hostile forces, W<lS unable to :nOVe to a clear lending z~ne. 
This fact .-:ls of vital L'Il?OrtD.nce due to the extremely adverse effects of the high 
• ..ltitude and t"'T.perature of t.lte area on helicopter p0rfor:na::ce. It ... as detcr:nined 

; tb.i.t dumping fu~l ...... ould bru:-ely allow them to reCke the recov~ and retein range for 
return to the .recovery base. Based on this inform~tion, Ha.jor Arnau elect~d to 
b:\.ti •. t ." an .npproach and direc':.od _:the o.,her t ... o helicop·ters to hold.. '..'hile the t· .. o 
escort, n.1:"c:'aft. ci,rclcd y.:otect.i.rely; ~he Fo!"'~a:d Air Controller directed the lo .... d 
helicopter, ,to ,the to,,""!!. Arter. s!.g.ltting their signal sJ:lOke, M"._jor Ar.lllu brought the , 
helicopter to a hover over the team, 1010lering it =til the bottom of the aircraft ,was 
literc.lly in the treos. Since near maJi-t"".ill!l power ~.:o.s required to hover even before 

• adding . t;,e weight of the ,team, this we.s done to increr.se the slight "Ground effect" 

I as \lcl:t, as to rr.ini.crize the dt:.nger of hostile ground fire . Thr9uehout the reeover:r 
· ell a.i rcraft and the ten!:l \Jere r~ceiving modera.te gr.ou!'td fire. On tho firct cy·cle or 
! the ponot:-ator three of the tea."!! me!:lbers lIere extracted from the junrrle. .TAe 

I 
I 
l 

I 

penetrator lias e.gain lOllered and t ... o additionaJ. ",e",oers started up',"-rds. 'At t!lllt 
L'I~:tant the number t ·.o engine F,ire Warning Light illu!lline.ted. Since both enGines lIere I 
at "near J:laxi:null1 po>ler, th..y 'Iere fnced with the decision of whether to continue . 

I nove::i ng ' lith hit;h 'pouer c l:d e. possible engine fire or to sever the penetr"~r cnble \' I 

I 
0..'10. c1epnrt the area. itT! ~out hes1-t.a.tio!l nne! \d t...., totnl c.isrognrd for their O~"ll so.!ety, ' 
they conti rru.ed the rescue. vfnen t he secone. cycle was completed, only on~ men remained 

l on the ground. Once .more t". decision ' .. .'llS required: to le.!lve 11 lone nl'.Ul on J.,;;~e ground I 

II sc.n·ounC.iIJ':i b:' host~le forces 0:: to continue the ho·;-er 1.'1 spite,of the !till present ( . 

! 
e!lgine fire .... tarcing. Once e.gain, f or t~:.e third timo, the pcnetre.tor descended. The I 
fiMl tea:n :oe."ber 10Ias ext!"act.ed and ~'ith all posoiblo po>lGr nppl1ed tho helicopter 

· 'lo1.11:r.'lif.to<1 from t!le treetops . lis SOon as the' helicopter IIIlS safely airborne, !·:ajor , 
I Arnau iI;'I.n-.rid1ateli r educcq po'Her and the Fire "lE'.!'!line Lieht that hc.d bce..~ illUI!'.:L"'1o.ted l ' 
( for over t'-:,o minut.os finally went out.. ).~ter nrr ';".':"'"'1: :-:t t~~ ~f)(."very case, t !1e ! 
I r'3:!cued tet!J!t su.i:.ec. tr.a t hostile eutor.ia.tic \:ce.por.s fire c.nd srnr.ll e.rt'l:3 .fire oecur=cd 'I 
1!?~t:L'uou::~" . dur.:!.ng the e:x:tractirm. Due to the outst.t'..noing perforlrJ"-J'lco nnd dec!icetion 
of ~'fa j or ArDllu: the for ...... a:rd reconnnisstmc~ tG1U'!!; ·VllS successfully rescued end sll\"ed 

I 
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t.F Foro 642, lTE:'. 24, ;·iajor Robert !l. Arnau (Con't): 

fro", certain death or cc.pture by t:,e opposL ... g ar:ncd force. 
competence, aerioi skill, Imd devotion to duty displayed by 
great crodit upon himself and the Unitod States Air ~orce. 

/« --e,uQ)---£~· ·. .. 
I .,be.· · u.·' . r . ' 

THIDDOro;.D. SILVA, Lt Colonol, . USAF 
ColltllllJlder 
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~ajor Arnsu reflect 
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