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. "'~;,. tn~ciA ;.t·'F T ·a // N0 165JZi//SECT ION Ol\IE OF' . TWO - SECTI. O~JS l 
~\ fA 'ST A t.ON A~JARD .RE COM ~1END AT ION 
. ~o CQ\fNAV FORVX NS't i650o:3 B · - · 
•· a;- C1CiVPACFt 'f iNS'f i 65 0o l SER YES 

'. :. f ; - t ·AtiJ REF' A AND B RECOMMEND -
. ·; · j~!'itE-S ..: At:EERT . CUR T.!S'0 L T ~iG, ; ·"?~'if! ~"9<; 
'F3o HEL'ATI<TTRO i~ TffiEE 

US !\R 

Cu.'P~'~ 
'• 6"0&-

C t> NAV Y t:H CJ SS _ 
)), ON THE NibH! OF 3 OCTO~ER i 970 ~ L 1 J G cmr I S ltJAS TP£ L EADE_R OF' A 
UH !8 L I GHT HE'~! C0PTER r~ J.R ~ TEM! t•JHI CH S CRA~iEt ED TO THE: ASSISTANCE OF' 

- UNITS OF RIVER PATR OL DIVIS IO N FJ: FTY EiGHr .t, AR HIV. Hl G . OVERI£AD ·~ HE 
I-MMED IATEL Y AND AGGRESSIVE!. Y LED HI'S fiR E TEAM IN SEVERl 1L • F'I~i N G 

• ."'{P~'E TWORUMUSB A5 . 
F T 0 -·. ~: ~. - ~ .~ ~!' 6 U N Ci4 A S E 

. : ,_ .... R:UNS AT ENE~1Y POS ITIONS~ HI S AIR CRAFT vJAS SUB£ CT'ED TO HEAVY R:ET lJ . 
· .. :'\~?,."\--;__ . . .. ·:·_' ,, .. . N ; FIRE . 

' . . ... ~-:: ~ :; ':;· . - . 
,,..,., .. ,rA• . · ... =-~ _; ... · :·'""$"f '· tt<,~OJ~T!. NUEP TQ FRE SS HI S ATTA ~KSP EARLY IN THE 

. . A ;V ~:~T-,~~~~~~ SA.!L.OR \vA S CR I~ I CfiLL Y vi OUrtl ED l~J ·-THE: · 
· •SrRAP. .•. · ~ ,,!~VIA~' rB~.EEpiNG P:RPFUSEL Yit Af1lD;31;' ,· I 

•· 

, · LT J'G ern:·· . 'iu'pQTE~ . r ·o EVAG!JA.T~ .t J£ vJ;·out®ED · 
-,. ·THE . GRAVE DANGER ~"r HAT EX I ST ED. . A ti)>W JT 11 ·T ;()1' 

-:.'-:. tl!H1P.EftS'QN'Al,. SA FE! Yo AS · ~t ... A:~f,R QA C HED ·t HE C· 
-J!»·ICKUP 'Z'ONE; 7JUS · AIR CR AfJ' . ' ,As·· SUBJE.CT'ED. 't·t'r 

· WE~J?, ;ON_$~.,F:J&E- · Ajif)~ ·:~ - WA~· F~-pEp T-0 N~K~,:1·. F£ .. ·'·"• '1..,:'""'''":~•;:.~~ 
· {~~- Rta:,..~~~ox: w. lt~nou;r . r ,t£ _. use:.,~;O:F --lrNY.t.. :r$tf:t"c s· . 

. C_ :CJflffl.;;~~~\JUS P.OS!rlON., . WH._I4E .. . P-- ICl\ -lN~3 ~uP T-HE 
A IR .GR .~ ~~P · CO N'f! NUALL Y: U@f:R . F .. !R~o .AL:r HQ~ GH '~tf~$t~.:4~~~~f~~-~ 

'_:·J~J$'£1IL· fJ~\'_tlB~TED Hl·S- OIS.SIO~i-: Hg E ~ :.ffit:D: TU 
· tHE .\IJ,OUNDr;D: ALL \'o DiJRI NJr T-HE ,EVAC .UAT 10N0 THE . . . 
. DEL 1\IERED CON STA NT AiR STR I KE S A.T ! HE NU1ER OUS S OJi E fi:'E ~l Y F' IR Eo 

LI FT ING OF'F' 0 HI S HEL1CPIERCM1.E UND ER f.:d~ f"'l'T. ACi ·OF' . I'NCRE ASED · 
INTE NS IT Y~ HE R E ~~OL UTEL: Y CONTI NUEf1 T O EKTRlHYf FRU1 T HE AHEA tv HlLE 
HI S CREW -AiiD CO ... PJ.t OT LAID DO'tv N I~IT E N SE SU Pf'RESSi\tE F!REn hE BROU Gi·n' 
T HE ~~ OU\®EO SAIL OR TO A NE P!R BY f-11R STRIP t>/ l·ERE .rqED lCJ.\L. t~SSlS'l" A NO:: 
_IJ} AS .W A.l1'.1 NG M~D LE V! :n~ f(E F' UEL }HD f: t: AR i'1 o E7( PED. IT I 0 USL Y RE T UHH N G To:· 

m;...:::.__,-------'----"---'---,-·-- - -'--------·--.- --·-

.,_1; . .t._ 

..• 



\ 
I 
I 
I 

- i 
I 

E ''":" ·~~,E ~_IR -:;~'~ ; ... .~z .n ·;. -~!. "rF: :. 
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d'HI G-H,..-Y ft;4 ClUFiA'i'Ev H. 3 FIFL:' 'U:An ~·.'~ ;~;:\f·.J UlUM.~. YN ~~.m OUT (,., t. 
·CLOUD L. P.YER \<JHr··:H ~ . .;·:~ SG:(,ifl:i\JG ... :·.~~A::J.~j[_.,.Y.DEr·Jf:<::,, r:: n;•~ .. crRI''t: 
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- I"" -·- l" .. r*[l < -. "- ( " "'L: .... , .. ., ~l .,. "'l . .. ., u:-.-, co \ii"l I'~ .• f I "iF' i~A SM1r:. t:: Ut:.~)J.c. :";·,v ui: ·)f'.d~:. '!r Ir..,1 l-J\(\1 .u\G 'ilt. , 1 n:.r; . 1\!LJ .l.:.v ~.;, j :. 

RE AR M I:'J~ REF'L!EL\:.D 9 ~p,p RETt;LNE:D I'O FRC~ IDE THE HEQi.ESTt:G 1!lR ;,;,· PPOR T~ 
AFTER Nl!!'lEHOUS F.\IV'f.,_1E\'1ENTS) ENEJ;Y FIRE DifVl1NI:)HED UNTIL Ft:..~ T UALL Y 
t\LL JF<OUND F~qf IJJi~S SUPPRFS~~:ED AND TL~ SAF£-ry: OF T dE RIVt.H UNIT 
WA . t~.J LOtlGER . N ~1UE~'T10Nc FXFt:@H'G p·.' .. mi. ~~-dH.~$1 H!;:. ncr:r1! ~ED 
CN·Ti H:HD TO r;nHF.:CT h 1tlf~VY ·)\i·-10 (BJ.t:r:-· iONY) AIH s::R Ii\t: .• ·A.} EMEtVi Y FIRE 
It' c., :. T Ii'1,~TEL Y SU?f'lR :.)~>Ji, ;_ .. ~ G, Cb\11J fLA \";?.D A V -.-I AL R ()! E J. v 'f HI S 
S:J,ERL:\T IJE ?'U IED f..Cf!0.'tH.I~;:-'·r>. 1Tv H1~=i Li~illf:\fi..E PE~~fo'OH~lf~NCE 1 N TH"S 
PfHLGrHlED FIREF IG :IT EE'·C'1JEJ) :(::RIVER UN:tT Fi1C!YJ A \fER TUr. Y IJ \TfEN.:,~' .• E: 
PQ~iT~O 'tc ·S~-.Pr.:D r·~r_: l Il~:. OF h l r:·.~';'_-~,;,-: ·-: ,7tJ-:.:t:~:~;:~:; _':I·Ji :~o~·,lli iBUit D TO 
'i.:t. SIGNJ.F':CANT Dr:SJ.~ 1JC~'ION OF Tr~~ ~r 'J'KTH•; E~l:?..~"t F':1':: IHIR · y Vlt:'l 
C ONG/ I~WT H V Yt:l :.tWiE ; ,._ tL .1 E R E: f ~H 'G '3 '; c·;, ·~r, tLt:: :n~n:u .. I C£ NCE SLt~ 0.:: S 
TO BE 1\!LLED I\1 THE. } C'l fU N" T F JiE • S !iG L Oi~ (T f Hf.\1' .... LJG CtJ.P' I S ~ ~ 
BQ.D p,l\i'D Cf'U.~~.I?~·.OU ;-1CT. ION S Ph~~VE :r~·E·' Jr;<rf' :· R Pi::R SONNEL C ,SU LTit'S , .:\JD 
PR tlJD T 0 BE A r~ ft.J Oh F' ?1 f"',' OR IN T l·lL~ -" :,;; ·; /\ ·;_:~ E r.J.(\V f-IL iJ '~·I OR Y f) 

PA-GE F'Oi.R R U!1 US8A545 6 UNCL , S E F' 'i fj 
Eo "F'rR EXTR AOR DINAR Y p,.:,R O!S:t1 vJHILE SE'·~v :q~G 1.1 IT H EEl..ICOPTi::R AT1'AC}\r 
(L IG H'D SQU DR ON TH\ EE ENGAGED Ii'l AR,'-it:D GQ;~f'L ICT ..-)GAINST NORTH 
\J IET ~JAfi·JE SE r) ND VIE f C(; i'-JG COffJ\,·i UN 1 S'f A '~ffi~~ SS CR X N THE REPUBLIC 0 F' 
'11c.T NA!'4. ON Th'E . NHHff Oft' 3 OCT BER 1 970 (1 LTuG ClRTIS vJAS THE LEADER Oi A 
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. PAGE F1Vf. HUMUSBA5.-~56 UNCLAS E F T 0 
F I E AS 1~1 S A _R CRAFT LAID DQl.Hl . \\'TE :~;:£ A UP PRE SSIVE f.!RE.~ HE BR 0 UGHT 
Tl£ WOUN.DED SAILORTO A ~lEA.liBY /HRSI'RIP tvHEHE ~1ED!CAL A~;s·Is~.ANeE WAS 
WA!TINGo REARNING~ RErUELING 9 A1;[1 EXPEDffiOUSLY RETUfHJHJG TO THE 
CONTACT AREA!) HE LED A {lj ADD IT IOi '.t\L SER IE S OF TR t:!•1E MJ 0 USL Y E FFt. CT YVE AIR 
STRIKE S ON .SEVERAL ENE~1Y F'IR !NG Ef~PLP:CEfr1E NT So ~d''TER ALL aiD NANCE \v·f::IS 
EXPENDED£> A THIRD STRIKE vJA S REGJ:S'"i'ED" DESPITE SEVERELY DETER i ffiATf~JG 
WEATI£R CONDITIONS 9 HIS FIRE !Er1r•1 REVtELED 0 REARr-'lED 9 AID RETlR NE D ' 0 . 
PR Cl1 IDE A !R SUPPORT UN! ll. ALL ffi OU~D F'l?. E \vAS SUPPRESSED A i'D 1' J£ 
SAFET Y OF' THE RIVER UMIT !,11AS NO LONG:R H~ QLES!!ON<~ LTJG CtRT IS PLAYED 
A MOST VI1'AL ROLE IN THIS SUPERLATIVE ALLIED ACCOi"JPLISHMENT G HIS . 
LAUDABLE PERF'OR~1ANCE IN T HI S SU"''fA:H!E FIRE FIGHT RESCUED Tit RIVER 
UNIT FROM VIRTUALLY UNTENABLE POSI'f10N 9 SAVED '!~ LIFE OF' A VIETNAr~ESE 
SA lteR~ . AND COi~TRIBUTED TO TH:: SI GNH.ICANT DESTR UCT!ON Or !1-\F. 
ATT CK!NG ENEf'~iY FORCE LTJG CUUis~s LOYAL DEVOTIO N TO DUTYi) CO~~AC.f.: 
UNDER F'IRE~ /HID EXEMPLARY ?ROFE.,)SIO:lAL IS~1 ~JERE I.1 KEE?lNG ''1r!'H THE 
HIGttST TRADI TIONS OF Tit UNITED STt:1TES Nf\l AL SERVICE o" 
Fo SINCLE ACTION Affi MED AL 11 N~.V. C ·m END A'fiON ~1 .:J.;Al.. 9 tST S/F' 
AIR MEDAL V !ETNP~E SE CROSS o;. G~LL A r11TR Y 
G~ JAN 71 
H STA'i-MEhlT OF' LT HUGH Mo HU ·'LAND~; usr~ t f!Ull! H05v .. :::tH OR 
B! 
5456 



r.t . ~.,;;-' L lJ•i l'':'t: t<·· ; It.. 
.._, ·v ·-eF·" 
'-· 1 l .• ' a.:,.l:.t:. 

R 2'404ei~Z J JOV rf ~l 
r 1 HE;: ATKL TR.ON 1' ffi EE 
t 0 R LE N.l\AA/Si::"C NA\J - ·•• 
INFO n U:~jJ$1\Al~"'OM fJ.!\VFOR V 

. R UHHtH AI Gl;I_~PACFL T 
ZE til D?t PC M AV ft· .H V 
ZEN/ CT F ONE OI~E SlX 
ffi 
U\liQAS E F' T 0 //N!tH '650//SECTJ.G ~ ' 'I ~JC 01' HJO S'E CI ! UlS 

I 

LH L:x : ~ I 

11. !"\v ~s~ R ... -.-R n .... ·rR Q1 Dr 'fS'~' O· i c-yr _lf.:" (;: .. . -'j"' <I r-,n r.;~ ~ D or···-, "· hiA-· r.."•.!C:' . x.V J .• vn ~ J.Vt.. rhA '.1_. - - .1. '- r li '- !...: .. -..11.! H t- n 1. .'lt-{,~ 1) lJ" .~ l ~: . .. 1!) 

USN 4 18 29 66 r ADVI SOR R!Vf.J~ P:'HRO~ ~}IVISI ON_ f iVE IGH" CONCERN I NG 
THE A"T1 NS OF' LTJG JAtriES Ac CUR'! IS, USt\'R 0 734199, ON TH:: EVENING OF 
3 OCTOBER i970o BOTH ORIGI NATOR S ~!ER E ACT I NG AS ADV ISeRS ABOAR RIVE. 
PATRQ.. BOATS OF RIVER PATR OL. DIV ISI0'\1 ~Tif!.' Y EIG:-!I ON TrE NIGJ-II OF 3.,.4 
OCTOBER i 97!Zo Pd 032!001--1~ HE AV'~" f;: OVL·H:::r{~· \v AS S I G}!1'ED BY ! H:: BOATS AND 
WE RE-QlESI'ED SEt.WOI..VES~ LTwG CulT~ S iU\ S R.Itii-!T EADER i-\\'f.l iM I'~'1E DIATEl-Y 
VECTCRED HI S HEL ICOPTER S TO T HE CON'ff.\C'f ~}IEFitJ EE DlttE CTED IMMEDIATE AND 
DEADLY ACCI.H A1'E f!RE UPON 1' l-E ENE f'JY P03If 7. 0 ~JS DESPifE TI-E HEAVY RETtRN 
F!RE A~· BOT H BOATS AND Al'RCRAFT o EARt Y I~; T rE CONTACT A VIETNM1ES:: SAitO 

R 

PAGE 'n! O R lf~i USBA54 72 UN AS E F T 0 
'WAS SER I OUf!,Y ti.IOU IDED IN THE rEAD BY E ~!Ef1 Y SlfU\PNEt 12 LTJG CtRTIS DIREC ... 

TED HIS TRAIL CRAFT TO COVER ~EM AND DES PITE RECEI ING HEAVY Al1fll~ATI .. 
VJEt~PONS F'lR E Dm VJG H'IS APPROACH!) HE UNrE SITAT !Net Y SET HIS CRAfT DOWN 
IN' i\N u· MAR KED AREA THAT WAS VXRTlJALL Y St.RR.OmvE:D 'DY TH:: =:NEMYfl LTJG 
C ~TI S T l£N RET URNED TO THE RA CH Gil~ ;{it_.IGOPTER PAD AT TOP· PEED AdD 
Wfi' Hl il '\.~E~J.f \' MI NlJTES OF THE HlFLJ.CT ION o·;· T i-C vJOml1'\ !HE V IET NAf~ES =' 
SA~tC. \IJJ~S BEING TRE tfJ. -D BY tl. tH1 CT OR v T}~t !f,SI' ANT ANEvUS RESPONSE 
Or LTJG CUR T IS IN I HI ACT ION S.\VED ! PC ~. Il'f Of T P£. SA R. CF. 11 1r1 HOp 
UNTIL HE ;,u,s OPERATED ON 0 Etr=D HE, VIL Yu :_·r .. !C ClR T I S0 UPON FINISHIN G 
THE nED CAL EVAC UAT 1 0~~ ~ REAR !"lED Hl S CrL\ \,'7' U~D RET I.R r~C: D T 0 ' l-E SCENE OF 
!l-IE CO (\i'T!NUING PBR CO NT AC.:T I) M:iAJ.N tTcJC1 1 ;;f;'TJS ' FIR E 1EAr/l PLAO.::D A SERIES 

~--------~--- ------- --- - ------ --------------------------· ·------. -- .. ·--· ____ ___._.__ __ __,_:_____. 
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p~iE:~~ T !}~·--··~~~ -~ - ;i~ ';';i;3i:.(::;: '-;. -~~.; t;~~(·(:M --~;~( E: ~- 1 ~; 
'A 'f - ("' . '• I (" ·; .. i c r:.;;;·t:; r,·c;;:, [f, i t,l:-·t-· I'' 1.\ "l'' j.f '( t.• :t .... r"li {., l;i (!!:' '\) ''' lR [:" \.i"l' G'l.•r . {''0·1· 0 II,~ y '"'A" . ' ·· ,re !.. - J ;I lJ !.Jt & J. .... ( !...•' I' fl \ • I H " .... .. _ .. - ••. ,;:) ! K "''-" .1 •• .;ll_J. I ~ ·- i' fl. y ,.... ;:, v .... .. 11... 

1. IF'E: OF' ONE V YET rJ :-r•JE SE SA YL Gf~ 9 BUT . CtHJTR I BlJTED eRE ATL Y 1 OtJ AR f1 ~: - ·A CHIEV"" 
ING Tl-E COUNT Or T HIR TY \i'IE:T .CONG/NCRTH VIET NAMESE AR~1Y l<IA CPROB> THAT . 

. . ,~AS REPffi TED BY SEVEHAL D!Ffi'I::.RENT J.NTELL I!.ENcE SOURCES~ OF PART·l Cl.lAR , 
~JCJrE l.H~S TJ.E Hlr-ifdlJIT Y OF L T,jG. C tY~IIS IN NOT CONSIDERING RPD 58°S 

-~JOmiDED ~LITTL E L001Ef1 AS ANO ThER 1'D l Ni<w- AID SU'4EONE TOE£ RESCUED 
WHEN T~IE DANGER \~A S 11 ED UCEDo INSTE AD HER I SKt:D AND U1MED !ATE MJD 
EXtRAORDINARILY DANGEH OUS MEDEVAC IN ORDER 1'0 SAVE 1'HE LIFE OF' A 

· SER!OIJS...Y ~JOUNDED ALL Yo CERTAINLY IT \<J AS tHl EXTENS I ON OF Ti£ GCL DEr~ Rtl£-

·.tjtAT : NO UoSo ADVISOR OR V IETNM1E..SE St~:U..ffi OF' RIVER PATROL DIVISION 
~'tVE EIGiiT WILL EVER ~'OHGETo 'if\t/f.t CALLY, LTJG ClRTis• SUPPCRt OF'· THE 
SlRR OUNDED PBR .0 S WAS T HE ONL Y THING ! HAT SAVED F'tRTHER PERSONNEL CASUAL 

TIES (AND NO DOUBT HEAVY NA1' ER IAL , CASUALTIES AS \vELL) FROM RESlLTINGo 
I N fACT THE BOATS lJiOlLD ff~OBABL Y HAVE HAD 1'0 HAVE <l.E,ARED TJ£ AREA MID 
TO HAVE ALLO!tJED THE ENEMY ffiO SS il~G TO OCCt.R HAD SUCH MAGN·tF'ICENT . 
AND CONTINUOUS AIR -SUPPORT NOT BEEN RE NlERED. Tffi OUGHOUf Tlt .. FIVE 

· HOrn ENGAGEMENT~ LTJG CI.RTIS DISFLAYED TJ£ HIGH::ST .. IMAGINABl..E QUAliTIES 
OF' A!RMANSHIP AND COMBAT EF'F.IECIENCY AS WELL AS CONSiJ-1ATE COlRAC£ AND 
DARING RARELY ENCOUNTERED At A NY LE VEL o fi. SO W CRT HY OF ME-NT I ON WAS 
'fl-E SANGFROID MANNER I N vJHICH HE HA ilfDL ED TI-E ENTIRE SITUATIONo HfS 

PAGE FOffi RUr1 USBA5472 UNCLAS E F r 0 
RAD 10 TR AMSM !SSIONS 9 GIVEN .IN HI S CALM ~> EASY SOUTHERN DRA~Jl AT T-l£ 
TIMES Or UTMOST ffi ISIS AND ))ANGER DID r1UCH TO INSPIRE BOI'H HIS 
AIRCRE~~S AND THE:: PBR ADVI SOR S DlR XNG TI-E L ONG CONTACfo IT ! S 
REQlESTED THAT LTJG C!F.TIS BE RE CO!'IJffjENDED FCR Tt£: NAVY CROSS ra1 THIS 
SUST A 1 NED, BRILLIANT AND CO tJ:( AGE O.US PER F'OR MA N~o 
Io FENN'11 RoGo1l LTJGs- 727704 , 9 US~, DFC 
DEL ANEYf KoF'os; LTJGs 73!.47 7 y USNv DF'C 
FWLER, Do Co 9 ..m c, L 1\JG 9 .,25 Usm , D FC 

· L 11 J·IE lR E UX p R oL o 11 AM H2 S1 f3 82 85 3 f US rJ 9 D F'C 
JACKSON, ToH., ANo 85 6 57 06 11 . USN 9 DF'C 
FARLEY~ De Ge o ADJ3, 854 07 67 US~J0 D FC · 
WESTWN CoMo,· ADR39 859 71 l! £)9 , USN" DFC . 
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