in Vietnam during 1966 the U. S. Navy in-
itiated Operation Gamewarden with the ob-
jective of reducing VC supply routes on the
Mekong Delta's many canals and rivers. In
order to provide fire support and reconnais-
sance for the River Patrol Boats (RPBs) of
Task Force 116 the Navy obtained 22 ex-
Army UH-1B Hueys (the Army was using
the UH-1C for gunships at the time). Navy
crews received transition training from the
Army, and the aircraft were refurbished and
repainted to Navy specs. The Hueys were
assigned to a new unit, Helicopter Attack
Squadron (Light) Three (HA(L)-3) known
by their callsign, The Seawolves.

The Seawoives operated seven detach-
ments of 2 aircraft each with the remaining
eight being used as reserves or down for
maintenance. Detachments were
stationed at Nha Be, Dong Tam, Vinh Long,
Binh Thuy, and each of three Navy LSTs of
the “Brown Water Navy”, namely the USS
Garrett County (LST-786), the USS Jen-
nings County (LST-846), and the USS Har-
nett County (LST-821). Initially, when the
unit was activated in April 1967, headquar-
ters and maintenance were located at Vung
Tau but were moved to Binh Thuy on the
Bassac River (Mekong) in early 1969. The
first Huey drawn here was photographed at
Vung Tau in 1967.

Upon receipt from the Army, the Navy air-
frame techs repainted the aircraft in a
darker shade of olive-drab that was de-
scribed to me to be “nearly black from a
distance”. The unit emblem, a wolf with a
trident and shield (see detail) on a white
circle was almost always painted on the
nose, and there appears to be two styles of
wolf used. The wolf is blue-grey, the shield
is red on the left and yellow on the right with
a centered black ace of spades, the trident
is black, and the “breath” and areas bet-
ween the toes are red. The diameter of the
background circle is just slightly smaller
than the width of the battery compartment
door. Other markings include NAVY and
the aircraft tail number, 033, both in white
on both sides. Most Seawolf Hueys also
had flat black anti-glare paneis, and this
example also has biack windshield frames.
Rotor blades retained Army color patterns
of OD on top over black below with yellow
tips, tailrotor blades are black with red/
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white/red tip stripes. The tailrotor warning
arrow on both sides of the tailboom is red
with DANGER in black on top.

There was some variability in the armament
carried on Seawolf helicopters, but this
example shows the most common set up.
The XM-16 system is installed which com-
prises 2 flexmounted M-60 7.62mm mgs on
both sides and 2 XM-158 7 shot rocket pods
for 2.75” FFAR rockets. In combat the
cabin doors are left open and the two door-
guners (one is the crewchief) man an infan-
try M-60 hung from the ceiling with a
“bungee” cord. Later on some Navy Hueys
carried the twin minigun system (XM-21)
and some fire teamleader aircraft mounted
one doorgunner operated .50 cal.

The USMC “Huey Hog' kit by Monogramin
1/48 will require several major changes in
order to make “033". The engine intake
screens on the kit are the later style seen on
Navy UH-1Bs in 1969 and 1970, but this
example has the earlier scoop intake.
You'll have to scratchbuild this or possibly
graft on parts from one of the older Huey
kits (early Monogram, Fujimi, Aurora,
etc.). The other major change is to increase
the width of the tail fin since most Navy
UH-1Bs had the wide chord fin and tail
boom of the UH-1C installed. Note that this
fin was distinctly concave on the left side,
and don't forget to add the tail whip aerial.

Because of the too thick rotor head and
mast assembly in the Monogram kit, |
suggest that you replace the whole rotor
assembly with one from the ESCI UH-1D kit
which is much better and has the correct
blade for this version. The D model has a
larger rotor diameter so cut the blades to
the same length as provided by Monogram
and relocate the trim tabs. While you're at
it, replace the kit's tailrotor with the ESCI!
version since it has a better hub. A kit flaw
that works to some advantage is the pre-
sence of two gas tank fillers, one on each
side. Hueys have only onefiller, the side it's
on depends on the version. For the UH-1B
putty over the filler on the left side.

The final touch needed is to scratchbuild a
pair of XM-158 rocket pods since the kit
provides the earlier XM-157 pod. These
can be made from either brass or aluminum
tubing.
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The second Huey illustrated is also an
example from the Seawolves in Vietnam.
The Navy began to turn over its riverine
operations to the Vietnamese Navy during
the “Vietnamesation Program” of 1970.
HA(L)-3 received seven UH-1L model
Hueys that were used to transport VIPs
during transition. Three of these were lost
to engine failures during 1970 this being
one of those. The markings were taken
from pictures of the wreck.

Unusual for this late in the war, this Huey
was still carrying non-subdued markings.
Thefuselage is paintedin grey overall (simi-
lar to Gunship Grey 36118) but in gloss?,
and the number and letter codes (NAVY,
7857, UH-1L, and the a/c serial-157857)
are in white. The tailrotor warning band is
yellow with a red arrow with DANGER/
KEEP AWAY in black above and below the
arrow. The red, white, and blue national
emblem is in four locations (sides of tail-
boom, belly, and roof-see sketch). The roof
emblem overlaps onto the winch housing.
The anti-glare panel is flat black and the
step lines are black. Main rotor blades are
OD over black with yellow tips, and the
tailrotor is OD with yellow tips.

For this varient use the USAF “Rescue
Chopper” version of the Monogram kit
since it provides the roof mounted hoist.
The wide tail fin will have to be duplicated,
and the ammo box should be removed from
under the seat. UH-1Ls have the wider
syncronized elevators (the kit has a UH-1B
tailboom and elevators) so | recommend
those in the ESCI Huey which are about the
right size. | would aiso replace the rotor
head and mast with those in the ESCI kit but
you'll have to graft on the Monogram blade
since the UH-1L has the wide rotor of the
UH-1C that comes in the kit (this is the 540
doorhinge rotor also used on the Cobra).
This time you need to remove the right gas
filler.

The high frequency radio antenna on the
tailboom is repeated on the other side in the
same location. This system had a radio
console behind the pilot seats that will need
to be added, and there is a small angled
blade antenna on the belly.

The UH-1Ls in Vietnam were not used as
gunships so they only had doorgunner op-
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erated M-60s. | believe these were hungon
bungee cords.

The third Navy Huey drawn is a typical
TH-1L. Essentially the same as the UH-1L,
the TH-1L is used in the U.S. to train Navy
helicopter pilots. This example is one from
Helicopter Training Squadron Eighteen
(HT-18) and the markings are based on
photos of the aircraft at the Road Atlanta
sports car track near Gainsville, Georgia in
November 1978. This was one of two pro-
vided to the Sports Car Club of America for
possible evacuation of accident victims dur-
ing the yearly sports car runoffs.

Serial number 157810 displays the high-
visability markings of gloss white and
dayglo-orange. The dayglo paint covers
the fuselage sides, the tailrotor driveshaft
covers, and the area below the anti-glare
panel and the chin bubbles. All lettering is
in black (E/TH-1L/157810/HT-18/182/and
NAVY, all on both sides) except for the
white “182" on the nose (see detail). Re-
scue arrows are standard yellow and black,
step lines are black, and the turbine wamn-
ing stripe is red. The tailrotor warning band
is yellow with a red arrow and DANGER/
KEEP AWAY in black. The exhaust warning
says “BEWARE OF BLAST"” in red letters,
and the standard Navy intake warnings are
red chevrons with white lettering (JET/
INTAKE) and with DANGER in red inside

the chevron. This aircraft has a black roof
walkway and the tail stinger is red.

The TH-1L can be built with the USAF
version of the Monogram kit with the same
mods described for the UH-1L above. It
does not have the HF radio aerials, how-
ever. Tailrotor blades are black (no colored
tips) and the main rotor is OD over black
with yellow tips.

The Navy also operates the UH-1E and
HH-1K varieties of Bell's ubiquitous Huey
which | have not illustrated. For more in-
formation and pictures of Navy Hueys I've
prepared a bibliography that follows. The
author would like to thank Dan Smiley and
Ulises Castells for their assistance in the
preparation of this article.
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