
Torn. 

am enclostng thiS qu1ck note to apologtze for b~1ng late. 
I .just recetved tnfor·matton from Bi 11 Har-t ng regarding the Seat.·Jolt 
Association ~nd reunton. He had only Just rece1ved the tnform~t,on 

last week after h1s w1fe s~w an ad in a magaztne ana wrote tc ,ou. 
He cal led me as so6n as he rece1ved the newsletter. We had kept 1n 
t o u c h f or a '"' h i 1 e a f t t? r ' N .3.m u n t 1 I I I e f t t h e N a• ... ;· • an d ~- s de f r om 

_an c•tca·sic•nal Chr·i·s.tmas card, this. t,.Ja::. our fir·st rt?:-.1 cont.:.ct 1n 
18 )"ears. I ha•Je been una.bl'e to locate .an>-' other ~:•a:t 'v.Jol• ... es t.Jnt,, 
not;.J. I am intensely interested in r·e-kindltng cdd friend<:hll:-<:- as 
tAJe 11 as meeting those \1Jho f 1 ei.A! the f 1 ag after v..•e 1 eft. I wa.s a.mon9 
the first re1nfor·.;:;ement<:- In-countrY the year after· HA(L)-3 t.•Jas. 
organized. I was·atso one of the first gunners to regular!/ use 
the 50-cal he3.'J/ barr-el in thE' lt--3.d sh11:•. I undJ?r:.tar"j the 
squadron became quite <:-oph-istlc-::-.t.ed 1n la.tt-r ,ears, but ''·'e '"'ere 
:.ttl! in the ptoneer·ing stage in ··.~8. I.~Je e'vq?n bombed ·::-~.mpa.ns '-·'lith 
sandb-3.gs full of emptY br·ass until ~>Je go so good at 1t that ~·.te 

became a nuisance to 'frten.dly·' :.hipping ::<.long the- 8a"S.sac. i,Je t..-.Jere 
required to cease and desist. But we sti 1-l had to dump the emptY 
brass and 'accidents' someti~es happene-d. 

I am concerned at the lack of printed history that ex1sts on our 
unit. As- )'C•U knovJ,. l)il?tnam is popula.r toda)'. Hov.J differ·ent from 
JJhen I came home 1n 1969! t-1an)-' stories a.re nm•t beina told. CttJrs 
however, is ~ttl 1 r~legated to a {ew pages 1n some spec1al ty books 
dealing vJith helicopters or river1ne. God bless these folks ~or 

-·emernber·ing, btJt I feel our· stc•ry de"S.er·•Jes a mc•r·e pc•pular tell1na. 
I,Jhile I feel a. kinshipi\AJith a.ll who ser•.Jed, our· expe-r1ence '>..ta.:=. not 
t.•Jhat is. shown 1n "Pl.:..toon", "TotJr of Duty", "China Be.:..ch", "Full 
'1etal Ja.cket" and etc. I hope that this organization vJill be the 
=· t a r t . A f t e r a 1 1 , h 0\~ot c an '·"' e· e >( p e c t an yon e- e 1 s e t o r· erne rn be .... ; f t;' e 
~or-get our~elves' There has not been one single day s1nce I eft 
that I ha1..•e not thou.ght at lea:.t something about 'v'1etna.rn. Some da:-s. 
more than others b0t some part of my thoughts every day are st.l 1 
"'her-e. It has affec'ted me a.-:: no o'ther :.1 ngl e ;.-ear • n rn.· 1 1 fe. 
vnow this is not something 1 have to explain to ~ou, •.•• you ~Gow 
\•!hat I mean! It is good tc• be able- tc• ta.lk to s.omeone t.•.thc, 
•J n de r· s t an d =· . T h a. t : v..1 h y I am c om 1 n g t o t h 1 s. r e u n 1 ·=• n t;.J h e t h e r or n o t 
-t··= ten:. la.te to ge.t r·e-:.er·vatic•ns for the banquet. 

Ther·e :.r-e r·elationshiP'S· in 1 ife a.nd there a.re loves, but there 
~no greater bond among men 'than that wnich pulls us together 1n 

cr-isis or d•nger. There IS no hight?r honor we can share than thi'S; 
that we VJould gl~.dly. fl .. · \•.JI th one another and and entrust CIIJr· l,•,•e::; 
to each other. I v:ian t to see you _guys aga 1 n! I v,tant my '-'·'' +e :.r-•j 
k1ds tc• Know you. I' gue-:.-;:. my motil.)e fc•r v.J.:;..nt.ng our· ·:;to:-, told IS 

not for the sake of· historYi but to remember who we were and what 
v.e experienced. We .all have c•ur· me-morie-s and our storie:., but 
those shipmates who left everything they had behind have only the 
rne-mor·ies of ,_,Je v..tho. ~;nevJ an.d loved them to keep them and the1r· 
sacrifice frc•m d1sa.ppear·1n•~ fr·om t:he f-3.ce of the ea.rth. l•Je cannot 
c..l'lot.AJ that' 



The l< I A 1 1 ·= t / o u p r i n ted h o. s h e l p e d rn e • ~; n e .... .~ Dr· &. t l e a. : t ~ -, .;: '·· 
of most of those killed tn '62 ~nd '69. One especial!/ was a go~a 
buddy, t1ike Schaffi?r·nocker. J.,Je ::.pent lot·:: •::•+ t me together "' urt·~ 
Ta.u the fir;:;t ti.JJo months in-country ''Jalt n9 to go t•:· our 
detachment:. J.,.JE- rnc;.•..Jed and v.Jashed rna.ny btr·ds t.~Jhtli? on the- l1ne crevJ 
and other rna•ntenahce duties l•Jhtle- ~vat ttng for· fltgr,t crev . .t ·:'::t':•Js. 
We both got what we wanted and were ablE- to fl~. I f ~w some w1 th 
a couple of the officers, LTJG's Reardon and Hart. 

Well, th1s qu1ck note has rambled on for two pages and I could 
r·amble C•n for many more. lt feels good to put 1t a.J down '11-'e 
this and I apprec1 ate your patience. I looK forward to rneet1ng ~ou 
and all the c•ther·s 1n Pensacol.a 1n June. I..Jr,ether ;.·ou ma>-' be old 
friends or new one~. we are all Seawolves' 


