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I had been irs LCJuntt·y .:tbout five months and vJas cr·ewinq on '-' 
sliLk (tt·anspott helicoptet u·::t,.tally d Heuy that did not mount 
quns) _ Intelligence hdd ledntPd that sevet·o:tl hiqh t·ankirt•:.i VC hdd 
dinner each evening in a small village near the U Hhin forest. Th~ 
plan was for uc. tn insett a Navy Sf·./\! tt-arn to capture tJw VC l•Jh.ile 
h~licoptpr gunship·~ fnovided suppn=•ssing fit·e_ 

Tho:· mis·:=.iun went d"· plnnrtP<L We lartded am.=.,nqst a hail of 
<_,.mdll at·ms fite kicked the ~3E/\LS •Jut and got out of the way_ Cl11··e 
aidlont again we climbpd to at:.•nut. ::.:>000 feet ::md w.:.ttcho::.•d the 
gunship:c. l•Jot·k out_ We sa~.oJ some VC estapinq through a fir·ld_ nut 
pilot Ci full Navy C,:tptctin t·ollic:>d in on th~: t'Lirlnirt·~ figw·e:::_,_ ;>incc· 
the SLICK did not have any mounted guns the shooting was lett to me 
i·Jith a hand held t-114_ It l.Ja::. ovet- VETY quickly_ I had just kilh:·d 
a man_ 

Who:-~n the -::Jn:.ot ing Wd"·· nvpt· wp ,-,_,·ttlt rtL'd tu EJick up thL• 
ir~::>et·tion team only tu n=•cieve irt·.::.tead, :7 VC pti~·.one;s_ ::>omP t•Jt:·tP 

wc.;Jnded and all WE·n:- ten-ifil':•d <-tt tht=- pn_~'-:pt->c! uf flyiny with u-:_._ 
Orn:> pt· i sonet· whL1 was sitting next to me wa~c. a tePnagtc~ g it 1 whu had 
bE:en shot through thto- tight bt·east, sht" was pennanatly di:c-.figuto:·d 
by an Hl6 tound_ I'll always remember the hate in h~t ~yes as r 
wt· apped a bat. t 1 ~ dt t=•'c.:c:. i ng ovet· het- wound_ She was a qood 1 ook i nq 
qltl, th,c• type you lllould look at. twicE_ 

The o t.hPt- pt- i ~-c•rn•r that 1 t-cmcrnbc•t was i't VC off i c.et whc• w.--,~~ 
b<1dl y ·,;hot up_ !k· had bf..'Cn ~-;hot in the J ;:•g, the at-m, and had d 

Sticking chc::-o.t. wound_ Despite his ~.omund,-; he was full uf fight._ We· 
Cc~t·t-i>=·d as sut-vi-..i<-d weapons tl>JD t1l4'·-; thc:d~ WPt-e kept slun9 ovet the· 
pilot's and copilots seat_ This mortally wounded man tried fo Utctb 

i3r• Hl4 and fire it' l kicked him tT·al hatJ and pt_tllo:·d hi':> attw. 
:Ctl•JctY fn11n the H14 '·c:._ Ht" ; o..rtf inued tc• ::.tt uygle_ Tht lc·dtvrting him 
with a 45 was foolish because -if I shot the bullet wJuld fJdS:C. 
tht-ough hj .. :. 1-H~ctd <md .ir1tu Lh•: corl1nJ1 tubes bPfiPdth tho::· flocw_ 
Rto·•:;idPs you cdr,'t thtP<:d>~n a d)'ing mr~n' Thinkin•J of thi:'. r put. the 
4~· away_ lf hv ,_,;rifiriUl''d ,~,tru']glirt·,J 1 would hdVi::· t .. hold hint ••t 
tht·ow him out the doot·, the choppet w<:~s <1t 5000 feet toy this t in~t". 
However it didn't mat tet bPL.ause with a sudden tt..Ji tL h and viol Pn t 
hemmot·hagp ftum hi--; mouth he died_ He died h<H•j_ 

T t-ememb•cT thP inc idr-mt we I I_ By the time it hdppen•::-·1 l vJa·~ 
alt·eady hardened to the wat· and the death~o. held no :=;pecial 
i riipot· tancP _ The· m,H, nJnn i ng on the gt ound mi qh t as t..Je 11 hdv.:~ t:-'•r ·Pn 
a n.mning deer_ It w-.:tsn't untill aftPtWdt'dS thdt I <='XPPt-ir•rtCt·d 
ff•dt-. olfltl-" f Wd'.::- sitting tlli 1hP dout St"cd and rtnt ~;tt-aj:•ped in i I 
W<luld have been t·eL:~·tively p,',~·Y tor a pt·i~·:.oner:::. to pu~.h tnP out th.=· 
dnc.r _ Not to men t i c.1n thP f de t that. 1 was a] ur1e l>J i th i Vi: 1 un 1 y 
thei.t- ten-ot· · . .:.aved me a:c: thejr wa'-:. little the pi lot nt ( C'Pil·-•t 
C•'uld du tc• help if ttoublt:· occuted_ l do n:-'membet· the sme.IJ nf 
b[O(Id and that it tnok dayc._; fot me to gPt the t.luo·.::l ·c.mell t·emc•ved 
fo_liTI the chopper_ But must. t•f ;cd] J tc··memb•~·t tJ1P gj,-]_ The hdLE• 
i1• he;- Pye~~· drtd J-H·t HktrlgleJ brce:~:..t _ l had ment<'llly pt epdt-Pd mysPl f 
to) sPe shot Uf:' !:·odie:,: but not a wumctrl, '"SPI?L i-'tlly a pretty one_ 
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THE ATLANllC Mut:ITHIY Apt·it 19[:5 by Wdlidlfl 8tuyl2:.,., .Jt. "'he· 
Nixon yeat·s of the l•Jat· at·e much hat·det· to accept, bc,th in the.: 
l;u·get· at·ena of .::::tt·att:c·gy and in the ditty c•wnc-'t-~: where the war· vkt::; 
fought._ Aftet· the spt·ing of 1903 thP vJat had lost it::-: ideali~_;;ti•: 
goals. WP could no loraget· t·ealisticcdJy bclit>ve that l.Je wet·e 
fir~hting and dyinq to sdvc South Vietnam ot· to pn:·~:.et·ve democTacy 
ot even to ::::tO!=-• the spn=•ad of communism, a~; we had in KotP<L Wr· 
wcet·e fighting a~;, Henry l<is~.inget· put it, fat •npqotiating 
objective~:.' and tu pt·otect out· ct-Pdibility a:; an aLly_ Ancl we l>Jet>"" 
thi~t-e becaust> it w.:ts.easiet to tontinu!O· than to admit faiJun:" ."\nd 
ded 1 wj th tht" cnn:·~equeracc-:; 

"Ha~:-"' vetet <'trl'-'-. who fought ira 
have been in two ·1i f fet en t wat·s _ 
much more bittet; they know that 
diplomacy, nothing mote. 

W£ I. cnMr HOM! 

1 >::Jtc."• <Hid in l'f?l mi •,:~h t as vJPl 1 
The veterans of Nixon's wat are 

they were sent to die fot 

WhPn l l.Jas geLt ing shut 1 and my date with the ft·eedom bird 
bc·cdme n=•aJ c:losp [ loJa:::. happ'f' 3::': ht>ll to be getting nut of Vietnam 
i r: Ofll' Piece_ I was gni ng home and was going to be man i ed and 
n. tunling tu a life I hac"l known. I tnJP]y thought Uadt I •:ould 
,-tc .. :::urne thP li f.:::· I had left behincl a 'T'P<:tt· t,efore. A pht·ase thdt vJct~:-
c.ommonly heard wh i l,.=.;. in Vietnam was, "Happyness i::=: seeing Vietnam 
ir; the t·l'c:u·view minot·_" Wc·ll, we all knovJ L.Jhat happens if a dt ivt•t 
SJJend'-=-. the majot·ity of hi:::. m .het· timP looking in the rc•at viPL•j 
mirror_ PerhJps bPcause of this we were not ptep<:tted fot th~ to<:td 
ahead. 

~>oon aftpr I atTived hnme it became' app.:n·Pnt t.hat no one 
W<tntE·J to talk ctbout Vietndm. In fact, thP family and friPnds went 
tu great lengths tc• avoid any mention of Vietn.:tnL t-, ver·y traumatic 
y~:·ar of my life t"-ktd uccw-t'Jd and thP family treated me as if I had 
just n,.:.tunaed ftT•m a weekend vacation. J hctd so mu.::h to SdY, dl•uut 
event~: and feeling:::, that I had to live with, ftit:Jnd::. ~.Jhusp :.:>wviv<Jl 
1 w.:-t-=; Lonc.c-t nc•j ove-r ___ . _t-Jnhl•dY wa:::: intPt·c~~ted. fh<tt set the ~,tag•:-· 

few the yeat·s that fclllowed, Vietnam was a :.:o;ubjec.t not to bl:· 
disrussed. indeed as 1 was to ]edrn in college Vietn~m was a 
SIJbjec t to be ;tvoidPd _ 

About a mc:.rath aftet· I t·etutTied my Fathet· took mt.· tl) t.hL• Joc.::JJ 
vr·w hall. As he explained it, I now belonged thc-t >? _ Tho:c:.t> l•JE't e 
h<~PPY moments a:~ Wt'" went in. I fplt d sence of beloragirag, 1 ~a-td 
edrned a place ira the VFW; besides. I had looked fotw~rd t0 this 
rnt::merat ever ~:ifiLC I watched that Memc.H·ial Day pat·.:tde rn<.HIY Yt"·-~~'"· 
b<·fm·e_ Alt.huugh he nevet· sdid it., I knew that my fathet· was gldd 
I choose to entct· thP set·vic:e and not avo:id the dt at t, en t•Jot:..;t:• for 
him---- -evddP tht• .jt,1fL Th.:1t wa::.~ a gond time, but it was shntt 
1 ived! r vividly recall the •-.. cenc_ lhat w~s th>,.· nh:Jht of thP 
m::1rathly mE•eting and thf:' VFW hall was ct·owded. My F~d:het inttuduced 
m,• and and we ~::h.:Hed .::t few beet·s untill onP of th•"" pdttc•ns said in 
;l loud viocP, .. I>Jha1 u-.. , rn=>ll, hP didn't fiqht irl d l.Jdt." A .. -hjJJ 
l.Jent tht·ough Ill'" <Htd 1 stilr1ed tc• cot·r·'='' I him but thl' IIJC•tcfc, nPVf't 
c.:rme. A fet.J minut·p,; Pd~c:::::.ed thdrt dfPJUaPt mdrl uld erHJU<..~h tt.• be my 



f21thet· asked me how many babie~j I ki 1 I.··d!' ju:·~t :c.tuod thPt e -'ind 
shook, the wotds wouldn't come, I tri0d to tell them that they wetP 
wtnng and that evetyonP L•Jas the enemy. Fot a Hll•ment illY <Dr1fusiun 
tPi~.::med, than my t·age sur')ed. 

t1yFathet· Sdt.oJ loJhat loJds abnut·. to happen and mannged to 9t~t me ou 
that VFW hal]_ I've never gone back, not can I shake that hort ible 
memory_ You may think that this was just an isolated inlident, 
c;omething that happo:>ned jw;t to me. Not ·o:o, teqtettabl7' this t.oJ.:t<e, a 
ccmrnon oc.cu;·ance fot· alot of ;·t::ot.utTiirJ(~ vets_ The VE·ty peoplP t.oJe th•~ 
wc•uld welcome us homE·~ men L-Jho were nu; ; ule modPls l•Jhen we we;·p 
c.hi ldern~ men who should have undPrstood whctt we L.Jent tht·ough F\[.1ECTF--i'J 
t.J: 11 Without any vetetans suppm·t gr·oup we we;·e alone. Wt> wt•t<:· aloll'lt 
vJith our nightm.;Jt-t·s, flashb.:tcks and Po~~t ·rt·aumatiL :;tte::c.'=.; ordy bdc\:: 
then nobody kneLoJ whctt Post. Tt aurnatic 5tre~;;s was. FL•t me this wa~. tL.t 
mc•st difficult pat·t of thf' Vietnam expet·iencP. T expert.ed the hatds:'i4•t'J 
of wat but I nevPt expec.t.ed the anget, spit and :::.tigma that followeJ 
OIICe 1 ;·etutT!Pd horne_ The· Set·vio:e PtPPctt'Pd me fot· wat but ncot f,,t w~a'f 
fnllowed. 
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