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145TH AVIATION BATTALION
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AVAWSF 13 March 1966

SUBJECT: Commander's combat Note Number 9

TO: Sec Distribution

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS L MARCH THROUGH 11 MARCH 1966

This weck the 1,5th Aviaticn Battalion accomplished a variety of combat
and combat support missicns which contributed significantly towrrd becting
Victor charlie.

The battalicn, or elements thereof, conducted three multi-ground battalion
airmobile assaults or extractions; twe airmcbile assaults in which company
sized ground elements were employed; and one airmobile company reinforced the
1ift of another aviation battalion.

The 197th Aviation Company, in addition to providing their normal armed
reccnnaissance and marking of LZ's, and armed escort for all airmcbile oper-
ationg, sank 6 sampans and damaged 9 sampans by their lightning Bug opqutions.

The 7hth Aviation Ccmpany conducted L2 radio relay missions, 30 command
and liaiscn missions, 26 artillery contrcl missicns, 2 flarc missions, and
cne psy-war mission.

The battalion effort on the VC score board for this week is as fcollowss

An estimated 58 VC killed, a body count of 35 VC killed, 27 structures
destroyed and 20 damaged, and 31 sampans destroyed and 31 damaged. This one
week!s toll is a ocmmendable figure. It is cspcecially significant when it is
realized that some ground ccmbat units of brigade size cantt match this claim,

On L March, the 118th Aviaticn Ccmpany, reinforced by A/50lst Aviation
Battalicn, supncrted the 1st Aviation Rattalicn with 15 UH-1D troop carriers
and 6 armed heliccpters to 1ift LO5 trceps <f the Sth ARVN Divisicn from
Lai Khe intc an cperaticnal area Nertheast of Phu Loi.

Oon 5 March, thc 118th Aviaticn Company reinfereced by A/501st Aviation
Rattalion, cmployed 11 troop carriers and L} armed helicopters to lift 111
troops of the 1lst Bde, 1st U.S. Inf Div from a pick-up site fiftecn kilo-~
meters N rth of Tan Uyen intc a landing zone at Tan Uyen. In the afternoon
the samc ground element was lifted back to its original departure point.

A majer cperation was conducted by this battalicn, reinforced by aviation
elcments of the 1st U.S. Infantry Division on 6 March 1965. The unit being
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Rotary Wing: Total Sorties - L,9u8
Total Flying Hcurs - 1,818
Passcengers Flown - 5,984

Fixed Wing: Total Sorties - 224
Tctal Flying Heurs - 339

The aviation campany of this battalicn, thus far nct menticned is the
58th. In its silent, modest approach to missicn accomplishment, it is al-
rea’y flying 293 hiurs over program for the month. This is 10 hours over
the next highest company. It also has cne aircraft less than the cther com-
panics,

This battalicn has been assigned a new, unique, and challenging missicn
which will cnable us tc cperate with the U.S, Navy. Plans are being devel-
cped at this time and mcre informaticn will be released as the project devel~
cps. Captain Rrofer, 197th Aviation Company has been assismed as the 3attal-
ion Project Officer.

SUMMLRY OF CIVIC ACTIONS

During the pericd units of the battalion were active in the areas
of Comunity Relaticns, Education and Training, Health and Sanitaticn, Con-
structicn an?! Ccmmunications. Personnel from the 197th Aviation Company
constructed o fence within the An Lac Orphanage, aleng with crganizing a
drive tc cbtain materials to repair a perimecter fence damasncd by Viet Conge.
In alliticn the officers an?! men denated LOO pounds of cockies an?! candy,
1 casc of hody socap and 1/2 case cf mecsquito repellent. The majcrity of
these donati-ns were sent to meombers of the unit from supperters in the
Uniterl States. The 118th Aviaticn Cimpany perfermed loudspeaker and leaflet
supoert for Psych:logical Warfarc cperations for Vcice of America for a
period cf thrce hours. The officers and men als: donated 3,000 $VN to the
Bicn Hea Orphanaze aleng with 300 pounds of rice, 10 pcunds of sugar and 1/2
case of wash scap, Doctor Altcmente attended te the sick at the Orphanage.
Members cf the 120th Aviaticn Cempany ccntinued to previde support to the
Gc Vap Orphanage in the form of $47.50 HPC, and 2,5L0 $VN, one-hundred bags
of cement for building projects, 2 cases of cornmecal, b cases of evapcrated
milk and 60 prunds of beans. Captain Wurster from the 129th Med Det survcyed
the henlth necds at the crphanagze and cincluded that the children receive
adequate treatment from their cwn deetor. A conversaticnal English class
was ccnducted by A/501st fvintion Battalicn for the Nien Hoa Naticnal Police,
Ccordinaticn has becen made with the MACV Sector fidvisor to sponscr a Now
Life Hamlet in the HWo Nai Refugec area. Many units work in this areca but with
80,000 recfugees an<d more arriving cach day, there is a tremendous opportunity
to help in the traditional American spirit. Our first project will be to

ficld a MEDCAT teom.
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