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HELIOOPTER ATTACK (LIGHT) SQUADRON TH.IEE 

CHANGE OF CWMAND CE.REHONY 
HEAnQUATERS, BINH THUY 

REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
14 APRIL 1971 

BENEDICTION 

LT EDWARD J. HcHAHON 
CHAPLAIN OORPS, U.s. NAVY 

May we all pray together, please, 

Almightly God, Our Father and Father of all men, a new prayer has ari~en 
in the Delta! It is a prayer of hope in you and in all men of good will. 

I have heard it from HACV compounds on the lips of 4 or 5 American 
soldiers. I have heard it over the radio in a lan5uage still new to me 
I have heard it from the bunkers at KIEN AN and· in the SEAL Hootch at HAI 
YEN. I have heard it from blue jackets, broken in body but never in spirS.t, 
prayed in an Alabaman or New York accent. It comes from the hearts of free 
men. This new prayer of hope takes two toms, ai ther "We have wounded, 
please sand in a Sealord", or simply "Here coma the Wolves"J 

Father, bless·thesa good men who fill the skies with freedom and hope. 

Bloss those who are no longer with us but who will remain always an 
indelible L10ltlory in the hearts of all. 

Bless our officers and crows who have shared Qomonts of death, tragedJ
1 and glory. 

Bless their fru,rllios and loved ones too for they too have servod. 

Bless ot~r Skippor who was w:!.th us always, on tho Good Fridays as well 
as tho Easter Sundays. To him, we say "Thank You" and "Well Done, Sir"• 

Bloss our nov Coii!lito.nding Officer and, if possible, grant him on oven 
greater futuro than the glorious past. 

And finally, doar Fathor, remind us always of the great enterprise 
we nre about - that as Your Son died to make nen holy, may wo strive to 
keep men free. 

This we pray through Christ Josus, Our Lord, Amon. 
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H.l:JTURY OF lfl.:J..ICOPTEH hT'IACK (LIGHT) bC.LUAJ...itON THiilil!. .. 

Helicopter Attack (L:4__;ht) ~iquad.:~."f)n THR1E1 ""· HA.(L)~·J is the only 

helicopter attack squadron in the Navy, it,(.i..) .... J n.r<lse from thft pccul .ar 

nature of guerilla. warfare l.n Vtl!ltnam and has jJl:\;tr.~l a. rr~.jor. role ·.1 the 

allied campaign to deny the Vif't Cong ua.e of I h,., all-inlport.:tn~, • .~.terwaya 

of the DeL••,. 

Developnenta tn early 1966 l13d to the wt.ahJ.h:h"lent of p.'-L)~J~ On 

April 10., the first. FiYP.r P~.trol Boots (PBP 1s) w~nt. int.o ;.:i·.j_.-,, on the 

treacherouo Delta waterway~, and it eoon tec@Jnf'! 9.pt-:~•.rt~• .: t.h..,.t ··luick-
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suffered heavey casualties o The first ot specially confieureu Tank ,. 

Landing Ships (lbT 0 s) - The USS JWNJ.NGb CuUNTY - arrived at Vung Tau, 

a city, soontt.o beccme the Seawolve• s headquarter·e., HA(L)-.3 was to 

utilize many u,T I 8 as landing plat tom bases in order to insure both 

mobility and proximity to their own operational artmsp and to decrease 

the chances of enemy attacko 

By the end of 1966, the helicopter Wlit otiD_ dependod on the AI'11I3 

for maintenance ae well as training., In January 19671 the .River Patrol 

94 otticer!J, and 21._0 enJ.ist.~d. personnel would b·~ pnw:ld-:-ct h1 order to 

establish a complete}¥ m~ aqu~dron to replace the d.et.ach.ro!·mt,a frCD HC-1., 

beven detachments were ornrlsio.r:.ed, and eventmdl;y ~~ c~nt!'al Naval main-

tma.nce facility Wol,J.d be created at Dinh Thuy :o t!hera r.~~"'!'l ~.io!il.rden head-

quarters tJas loca.tro:d.u UM:ttNh.ile.l' the squadz·on "lm.tld b~ bns~d at Vung Tau, 

taining aircraft .. 

detachments wa.s in th<!l hr.!<n·t of the lower DeJ.I:.f;. J>.··~~r H:lr.th Thny to Vinh L~ 

and Dong Tam,, There ·"'Xi! fou.-.:- roajor rivera -which ~.'HTJ. tln'O'.Jgh the Delta, all 

of which are bre.nches or t.h~ Hekong - The Ba.s?Ja(!~ Co Ghicn.s Hsnn Long, and 
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&uttered heavey casualties o The first or spociall.y con£4,-ureu Tank ,. 

Landing Ships (IbT 0 s) - The USS Jl!.NNJ.NGb CuUNTY - arrived at Vung Tau., 

a city, soontto beccme the Seawolve• s beadquarter·s., HA(L)-3 was to 

utilize JDalV U,T 1 s as landing plat tom bases in order to insure both 

mobility and proximity to theit• own operational arl!3s 11 and to decr•ae 

the chances of eneJny attacko 

By the end or 1966, the helicopter wdt atiD. dependod on the Arsrq 

tor maintenance as well as training... In January 19671 the River Patrol 

Force» through their Op-,rB.tion Game ~arden., annm~ced that ~2 aircraft, 

94 otficere, and 240 enlist.~d personnel would b•n pr·otrJ.d~;;ct jn order to 

establish a complete]Jr m~ squadron to replace the d.et.ecmn<ants trCIIl HC-1 .. 

~even detachments were crnrlsioned, and eventue.lly 1:'. rH'!ntral Naval main-

te.na.nce facility wouJ.d be created at Dinh Thuy !' t!here Gem'! ~•arden head-

quarters was locat.~d" ~1~~.'1Nhile.P the squadron ~onJ.Ii 't~ b~s~ at Vung Tau, 

where Navy and Army J"~5ntenanc~ perso~l could '•'N'k 1.~og'!'t..h~r. in main-

taining aircraft~ 

detachments was in th~ he<n·t of the lower Delta J.r:·~~ro. Hinh 'J'hny to Vinh LO!lJ 

and Dong Tamo There .;~.n fott~ major rivera which r"P.l1 thrm.,gh the Delta, aU 

ot which are brancht1s of th~ l.f.ekong -The Baal'.laG~ Co Ghiens BoNn Long, and 

., 
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My Thoo Tq c·over these waten~ays am their tributaries, six detac.tuaeat.e · 

deploytld fraa various nearby bases throughout 1967 and most of 1968o i"I'OIIL ,. 

Binh Thuy, Det Seven cavered the lower Bassac, where !Jet One was also cieployed. 

from an lbT o Det Three guarded the Co Chien from ite base in Vinh Lango 

Det. Four was ba.eed aboard an LbT in the Ham Long \Ultil moving to Dont Taa 

in early 1969 • at'lfl Det SL~ covered the M¥ Tho, also .from Dong Tamo Det FiYe 

at one time or anat.her covered each of .these rivers, according to the 

changing demands of t!le war,, 

Detachment Two has b~~n nt Nha Be since the d~.ys of tiC·~ 1 " Their job 

is to support operations in the Rung Sat SpeciRl ~onec the tre.,.cherous 

maze or swamp and cana.ls J.e.~.ding from ~aigon to th'J ::,ca that have long 

been the target of the Viet. Cong ambush and roh1~ acl.i'iitit>I~L. Vet Two 

became a "double det." with f<•u:r aircraft s.nd a d.cn.1.hle ccnt~P..gent or pilots 

and crewman in June- o.f 1969" 

Commanding Officer of Hi\.~1)~3!1 and <iur;i.ng his ton•.'. tl~e s~•J:.J.aron continued 

that has carried ov~r Uu·on.gh t, he B\mmter of 1 <;6"}. r• ~:: a r~?:m l, t, &.ll parts 

of the Delta ar.e nC'l-; ~~nsil.y a~cessible to Se:l,vwJ f .-•r-..··:-~.t.i.0PS,. 

Toward the rmd c~f llJ(;r~ t.he n'!oo for conr..:,...uty:;,t,~.':F of •.t""·'H;tunents in the 

lower Dftlta began to r:linsolif..,, t.hunks to ineri")C\S,.,d J''V~iO.t:<:>.tion of the areao 

• In early fall, Det Fi.1r'! moved to Naeh Gia on t.h«: G1.~lf of 'J:hi)iland, ani in 

November the detachment mov\?1 aboard the lHBMm16 r,tati.oned n!!ar Cha.u Doc on 
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tbe upper Ba&iic onl7 a few 1.U.les from the Cambodi:.!n borrlerM Let Five' • ,. 

move signaled the beginn.ing o£ a new phase in Rive-r t·atrol Force operation•: 
,. 

the interdiction of ~mer:\V tJ'Of'pS and auppl.J units il'!to the JJelta from the 

north. In early 1 9t/.J Det 'fhr'l!le 1aoved to the far norun~~~t corner or the 

Delta - Ha Tien on the Gulf 1>f lhai.l.and. - whilii'J lJ.-,i~ ~--il~ rrpl.a.ced Uet 'l'hree 

in the area of Vinh 1,0!11_:., t,p.ldng up station a.hoa~i .-.m 1::1' ., .l.ater JJet 'l'hree 

moved to Muc Hoa and thf"n to a :-~hip in t~e up~)(>:r ttrbm1. not. f;H" from 1Jot Five. 

The task or shu.ttl.nr, off i.nfiltration rout.~~ beohw,_.n t.he Vam Co Tay 

played a major r·ole in its r;nf!eess... lJet Threo r_,_,~,~ p·1.rt in t..bi.'5 operation 

again in Juno to Br~n l·'·'c~ r,;p thn. Vrua Co Dong Hi•:·•, ;:l"' ·>+ :••r·~''''lt are still 

provisional eapit!ll 

' . . 
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Und~ Captain Reynolds Beckwith, who eucceede:d Captain Munson aa 

Commandin.g Officer in Apri.l of 1969, the transition 1111d ~-:xpan&ion ot tbe 

the 5quadron continuedo The redeploJ'Dlent of dete.chments from the lower De).ta 

\<ra.s near:cy complete"' and t.h" Squadron headquarters w~s moved. from Vung Tau 

to more Cl!ntl>all~~ located B.:i.nh Thuy in Mayo ln ear:ly .!uly the first new 

detachm8!1t since the SquadronQ s commissioning war:. c:teated - Dotachment ~to 

It was sent. to assist Det St."!ven at Tay Minh~ Th., cr.eat.ion of Det !a.ght 

was milda possibll!l hy t~e 8Cqtd.sition or 11 nen., nircr3.fi; i11 tlune and Juq, 

and further eJipa.n:>ion follo~<!etd in September_, with the cr~'"t~ion ot Det JU.ne • 
.. 

EYen more is pJ..g.nn~d for. the future in anticipatlon of ft1rther new aircrzd\ 

+,o aJ.Tive later tlt.i.s yr,a.r .. 

'r·' 

Captain Beckwit.h 0 B firf\t months saw a ne-"s contr:r of opere.tions develop •. 

in .far western Vietmm, Dl'9t One lad b~en deployed f ro111 th~ lrr~er Baas~c 

tho S(Jn>-ca.lled Gn H~m. p~nl.n~ula ... to provide eupp<:Tt f!JT.' Operat.ion Sea noa\ .. 

r.:ont.rol ov~r th"J ~~o:1.th·~xn \J,.,.lta by mov:ing a str:i.ng of h:tr,<;e!"J into one ot 

the canals,, Th'! ba~.:g~~ would. a.ct as a sphere of j_nflt~~nc~ for t,he national 

fran his pMViously s~cut't!l strongholds in western ~nr:Jt.rHm, wh~ ~h gathered 
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lllOUlentum a.rt.er Captain Beckwith assumed command, Soon u.tt.er its f'orstion 

Det Eight moved t,o an l.ST off the coast at Rach GiB. from Trty Ninh:. Earll' 

in September,. Det S:L"IC, t.hs last of' the lower Delta •ietachment.a, joined Det 

Eight at .tlach Gi.a on another. "T11 (\ Later that same month» t.ha detachment& a 

mobile base utea.med southwa.rd to the mouth of thl!') Song Ong Doe" placing 

Det Six midway along th~!! '.!c:\St between Dete Eight. and One , F.i.r.ally in 

~ru·ly September, D:Jt Three! ;'l!OVed to a point off Ha 'fien in tl.'~ Gulf ot 

1'lai1.a.nd" Thua e. t.ot.al of four detachments noN gnaro th., wof'Lezn coast ot 

Upon its fo.tm.i'ltion!' Det Nine moved to the SE'TV\" et,:!.t:i.on (nboard a YIUII} 

:tn the; upper HDkong t.h,'3. t Det '.l'h~-a had once occnpp.tr:do 'fh.:J.n .l.'".r.t four 

d19t.,actnnents still guardi.ng against border infiltration,,. l'd.t.h Dl'llt Two con-

t.i.Jtuin.g operations in the R1mg Sat Special Zoneo Hhl'lMVC:1' th13 Hiver Patrol 

Fm:'C~ har:; gone to ~teek cut r.h~ ~nemy, the S~~>JOlv·os h:?.•r~ he~n atarding by 

cemt.,r~' ll.l,.,ng the coast or on lnrger rivers 9 t.h~ !OiqP?d·:on b~ r; gro"m to 

nin" debchm'.:nt.s \1l1lch can fan out over the entlT'(T; IJ~lt<~. to <-J.JJ.O'tf the 

<'!n~:ny no ref\tge" 

' . ·, 


