HELIOOPIER ATTACK (LIGHT) SQUADRON THRER

CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY
HEADQUATERS, BINH THUY
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
14 APRIL 1971

HENEDICTION

LT EDWARD J. McMAHON
CHAPLAIN CORPS, U.S. NAVY

May we all pray together, please,

Almightly God, Our Father and Father of all men, a new prayer has arigen
in the Delta} It is a prayer of hope in you and in all men of good will,

I have heard it from MAGCV compounds on the lips of 4 or 5 American
soldiers. I have heard it over the radio in a language still new to me
I have heard it from the bunkers at KIEN AN and in the SEAL Hootch at HAI
YENe I have heard it from blue Jackets, broken in body but never in spirit,
prayed in an Alabaman or New York accent. It comes from the hearts of free
men, This new prayer of hope takes two forms, either "We have wounded,
please send in a Sealord", or simply "Here come the Wolveg"]

Father, bless these good men who fill the skies with freedom and hope,

Bless those who are no longer with us but who will remain always an
indelible mewory in the hearts of all,

Bless our officcrs and crows who have shared noments of death, tragedy,
and glory.

Bless their familics and loved ones too for they too have served,

Bless our Skipper who was with us always, on tho Good Fridays as well
as the Easter Sundays. To him, we say "Thank You" and "Well Done, Sir",

Bloss our now Coimaanding Officer and, if possible, grant him an oven
groater future than the glorious paste

And finally, dear Father, remind us always of the great enterpriso
we are about - that as Your Son died to make nen holy, may wo strive to
keep men free,

This we pray through Christ Jesus, Our Lord, Amen,



HISTORY OF HLLICOPTER ATYACK (LIGHT) SQUALSON THEHLY
Helicopter Attack (Light) Squadron THREE, ¢ HA(L)-3 is the only
helicopter attack squadron in the Navy. i&(L)~3 2rose from the pocul A

nature of guerilla warfare in Vistnam and has played a major role -1 the

allied campaign to denyk the Viet Cong use of the all~important, viberways

of the Del:a.

Developments in early 19466 led to the (ntablishment of y.'L)-3. On
April 10, the first River Patrol Boats (PBP's) went, into -véisn on the
treacheirous Delts watemaye. and it soon tecame apporer: th-=i quick-
reaction close air support would be indisrensable fr¢ sech rivar operations,
At first Amy gunshi_ps. providad the nece:pary ass stanes. buh later the
need for precise communications and unity of covmrnd Jei te bl decision
to formm a Navy halicepter uwilt responsibla to 'na dizwr Putiot Vorce,

Subsequantly, cight, UH- 12°8 wers borrewed frem the dioe in the summer
bo.f 1966 with Naval peesonnel manning the aircyaft amd the Ay providing the
pilot and crew trainine. ovinance, and mintc orce . Vour detaciunents,
sacih containing eigbt aviators and eight erewr:n fiow {:licepter support
Squadron ONE (HC-') st Imparial peach, Califcer die. wnnt (ot opecatinn on
September 19, 1966. Datachianis were basad al 1y Sou Hhabt Rien Hc:»a, and
Soc Trang-

The first major battles invelving HA(L)-3. or thm “Lesynives”; took
place on October 31, 1955, In 2 coordinated aita:): Ly Viii's ~nd Hueys

near My Tho, over 50 of 75 urewy campans ard werea swuk. and the enemy
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suffered heavey casualti.o:so The first of specially configureu Tank

Landing Ships (L5Tis) - The USS JENNLNGS COUNTY — arrived at Vung Tau,
a city, soom;té beccme the Seawolve's headquarters. HA(L)-3 was to
utilize many LiLT*s as landing platform bases in order to insure both
mobility and proximity to their cwn operationsa) arcas » and to decrease
the chances of enemy attack,

By the end of 1966, the helicopter unit still depended on the Army
for maintenance as well as training. In Janury 1967, the Hiver Patrol
Force, through their Oparation Game wWarden, announced that 22 aireraft,

94 officers, and 21;0 enlisted personnel would bz providesd in order to
establish a completely new squadron to replace the detachmenis from HC-1.
beven detachments were envisionsd, and eventuelly » central Naval main-
tenance facility would be created at Binh Thuy, whers Game usrden heade
quarters was located, Meanwhile, the squadron wonld ba based at Vung Tau,
where Navy and Army maintenance personnsl could ork together in maine
taining aircraft. |

On April 1, 1967, HA(L)-3 was formally cowmiasioned with Commander
Robert V. Spencer aspuming command of the equadr in May, For the first
18 months of the Squadron’s existence, the henvi-sh concautistion of
detachments was in the heart of the lower Delbtz fueom Rinh Thuy to Vinh Long
and Dong Tam., There ars four major rivera which mm through the Delta, all

of which are branches of the Meckong - The Bassas, Co Chien, Ham Long, and
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suffered heavey casnalt*.:l..eso The first of specially configureu Tank

Landing Ships (LST“g) = The USS JENNINGS COUNTY -~ arrived at Vung Tau,
a city, sooni:t§ beccme the Seawolve's headquarters. HA(L)-3 was to
utilize many LiT*s as landing platform bases in order to insure both
mobility and proximity to their cwn operational areas, and to decrease
the chances of enemy attack.,

By the end of 1966, the helicopter unit still. depended on the Army
for maintenance as well as training. In Jammry 1967, the Hiver Patrol
Force, through their Oparstion Game warden, announced that 22 aircraft,
9L officers, and 21;0 enlisted personnel would be providsd in order to
establish a completely new squadron to replace the detachments from HC-1.
Seven detachments were cnvisioned, and eventually » central Naval main-
tenance facility would be created at Binh Thuy, wherz Game warden head-
quarters was located, Meamwhile, the squadron wonld be based at Vung Tau,
where Navy and Army maintenance personnel could srork h.ogether in maine
taining aircraft. |

On April 1, 1967, HA().)-3 was formally commissioned with Commander
Robert V. Spencer ascuming command of the egvadrn in May., For the first

18 months of the Squadron's existence, the hoavi-st concautyotion of

detachments was in ths heart of the lower Deltz from Rinh Thuy to Vinh Long

and Dong Tam, There ars four major rivera which rwn through the Delta, all

of which are branches of the Mekong - The Bassae, Co Chien, Ham Long, and
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My Tho. To'Cover these waterways and their tributaries, six detaciments

deploysd from various nearby bases throughout 1967 and most of 1968. Fxﬁ '
Bin; Thuy, Det Seven covered the lower Bassac, where Let One was also aeployed
from an LST. Det Three guarded the Co Chien from ite base in Vinh Longe

Let Four was based aboard sn LST in the Ham Long until moving to Dong Tam

in early 1969, and Det Six covered the My Tho, also from Dong Tam, Det Five

at one time or another covered sach of .these rivers, according to the

changing demands of the war.

Detachment de has besen at Nha Be since the days of HC~1, Their job
is to support operations in the Rung Sat Special Zone, the treacherous
maze of swamp and panals leading from Saigon to the bea that have long
been the target of the Viel (ong ambush and mine activities. Let Two
became a "double det” with forr aircraft snd a double contingent of pilots
and crewmsn in June of 1963,

Captain Robert. Munson snceeeded Commander Lyoncer in May 1968, as
Commanding Officer of HA(L)~3, and during his tonv. tbe syuadron continued
to fulfill its basic mission. They also began the swp=nsion and iLransition
that has carried over thronsh the summer of 194Y. #s a result, all parts
of the Delta are now 229ily ancessible to Seawolf ~perations,

Toward the end of 1902} the need for concentriticon of u~tachments in the
lower Delta began to dissolvye, thanks to increassd pacifination of the area.
In early fall, Det tive meved to Bach Gia on the Gnlf of Thailand, and in

November the detachment moved aboard the YHBM-16¢ stationed nzar Chau Doc on
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the upper Bassic only a few miles from the Cambodizn border, Let Five's

mc;ve sighaled the beginning of a new phase :Ln‘ fiiver taircl torce operations:
the i;terdiction of enemy troops and supply units into the Lelta from the
north. In early 1949 Det Three noved to the far northwest corner of the
Delta = Ha Tien on the Gulf of Thailund « while Li~l, Lix replaced Det Three
in the area of Vinh Long, taking up station abourd an LLT. lLater Det Three
moved to 'Muc Hoa and theo to a ship in the upper trkong not. far from Det Five,
The task of shutting off infiltration routass hatweeny Lhe Vam Co Tay
and Vam Co Dong rivers ws code npamed Operation Hiinrshot, and HA(L)=3
played a major role in its ruccess. Det Threo %.u.::nlg pack in this operation
while at Moc Hoa, and I'ets Vonr and Seven played =n aven Liapc v part because
of their NSPBCt-iVG'l'_‘("-'-,l,‘}()?'x?* . Dat Four had hewn proticipating in Operation
Slingshot since November 1942, frum a Jocation b torp T, s'vi in early .
1969 they roved to Duc Hea o he closer to their -y aras  They moved
again in June to Ben Loc. o the Vam Co Dong Hivoo, #nd =t wresent are still
participating in Oper-ijon b lingshet, which har drveiersd ipl- ove of the
most successful camprigan in ybich khe Squadren how periictgaineg
Det Seven nlso aperatus in the Glant Ldngohol cooa. baving moved frow
Binh Thuy Lo Tay Hinh iy June, 1949. Foy some i .~ ‘utalliis~ypea preports had
mentioned Tay Ninh as » urine enemy objective o v ne n possjhle
provisional capital. Hear bha border northwesi @ soiecn 'es Minh was

. considered highly vulnerable wntild allied forcers mev~f imic the area.
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Under Cpéptain fleynolds Beckwith, who succeeded Captsin Hunson as _
Commanding Officer in April of 1969, the transiiion and expansion of the
the Squacron continued. The.redeploymmt of detachments from the lower Delta
was nearly complete, and the Squadron headquarters was moved from Vung Tau
to mere centrally lecated Binh Thuy in May. 1ln early July the first new
datachment since the Squadron's commissioning was created « Dotachment Eight.
It was sent to assist Det Seven at Tay !ii.nho The creation of Det kight
was mide possible by the acquisition of 11 new aircraft in June and July,
and further expansion followed in September, with the creation of Det Mine.
Even more is plammed for the future in anticipatio.x-x of further new aircraft
%o ayrive later this year,

Captain Beckwith's firet months saw a new centcr of operations develop
in far western Vietnam, Dst One had bezen deployed feor the lower Bassae
mtil early 19697 vhen it was sent to the southern moat corner of Vietnam -
the sg-called Ca Men pwinsula ~ to provide suppeyt €or Operistion Sea Float.,
The erux eof this opoviion was to contést the Viet Congte leng-standing
control cver ths csontheyn Y=lta by moving a string of barses into one of
the canals. Thz bargsas would act as a sphere of influence for the national
government and serv=e as a mavket for local famers who otherise would be
forced to sell thelr orops to the Viet Cong at enomy distated prices,

Oparation 3ez {;] rat marked the start of & eowpaign to drive the enemy

from his previously secure strongholds in western Vietnam, which gathered




momentum after Captain Beckwith assumed command. Soon after its form.t:l.oﬁ
Det Eight moved to an LST off the coast at Rach Gis from Tey Ninh. Early
in September, Det Six, the last of the lower Delta detachments, joined Det
Eight at Rach Gia on snother "T", Later that sawe mmonth, the detachmentt's
noblile base steamed southward to the mouth of the Song Ong Ders, placing
Det Six midway along the coast betwsen Dets Eight and One, Firally in
warly September, Dat Three moved to a point off Ha Tien in tha Gulf of
Thalland, Thvs a btotal of four detachments now guard the weslein coast of
South Vietnam,

Upon its formation. Det Nine moved to the seme station (aboard a YRBM)
in the upper Mekong that Det Thres had once occuppicl, This inft four
datachments still guarding against border infiltration, with lLet Two con-
tiwming operations in the Rung Sat Special Zone, Vhareve:r the River Patrol
Fores has gone to seek onb the enemy, the Seawclvos heve heen standing by
to provide asxrinl protechion. From four detachm nts J.‘;pc.n:‘r..r::'}. in large urban
centers along the coast or on larger rivers, the zquadvon baz grown to
nine det:ichments which can {an ocut over the entirc lelta to alleow the

enemy no refuga,




