











A DEDICATION FIT FOR THE NAVY

The Story of the Formal Dedication of the Navy Memorial
by Tom Coldwell

Excerpted from the book United States Nﬁ Memorial: A Living :1‘:_-_n$‘tion
Published by the United States Navy Mem« ‘oundation, gton, 987.

The day was as sharp and bright as a diamond chandelier, the air fresh
as full sails on a square-nigger. The pageantry, the grandeur of it alll It was
trumpet fanfares and fireworks, choirs speafcing our hearts and speakers
singing praise, flags unfurling and blue and gold balloons lofting above the
requisite pomp and considerable circumstance of a great Navy day.

This was the long awaited official dedicatioq of the U. S. Navy Memorial,

October 13, 1987. on the balcony of the
“National Archives across the street from the Memorial: )

ol
Navy, the Chicf of Naval Operations, the Master Chief Perty Officer of the
avy. Nearly all of their predecessors gathered in the audience. A far

> cfera [ over America - a

Precisely at noon, the ceremony began with former semior Senator from
Texas and a Naval Reserve Master Chief Boatswain’s Mate, the Honorable

John G. Tower, chairman of the board of the Navy Memorial Foundatioi_l,
§e as_ master Of ceremonies. e ceremony proceeded wi e
resentation of the Colors, National Anthem, invocation and Navy Hymz,
E‘Eere Tollowed performances by four Navy bands, a pageant of from all
the sfafes and U. S. territories, a precision drill by the Navy Ceremomnial
Guard Drill Team and briel_addresses by scmior Navy officials_and the
principal speaker, the Honorable Caspar W. Weinberger, Secretary of Defense.

Secretary Weinberger said the Memorial immortalizes the spirit, character
and ‘person. ol the year-0 avy and the millions of dedicated men
and women who have served In it. _he Memorial "enshrines in stone_ang

‘thetal the gratitude of a nafion” he said. Then he commanded, "let this great
Navy Memorial come alive!”

The assembled bands blared their fanfares ad s ine-t.inglin strains from
"Victory at Sea" while Navy Ceremonial Guardsmen “charged" the Memorial’s
:Luiet pools with vials of waters from the Seven Seas, taken in a recent round-

e-world voyage of a Navy submarine. As if ¥riven by the oceans’ tumult,
the still waters energized in an eruption of fountains. Two hundred flag
bearers encircled the 100-foot diameter granite map of the world which forms
the central plaza of the Memorial. More sailors hauled up the National
Ensign and the Navy flag on the two masts at the front of the Memorial while
signal flags flew on the halyards. Twenty-thousand helium balloons launched
into the crackling blue sf;'f and the whole evolution culminated in an
authoritative, eye-wincing pyrotechnic salute.

. The Master Chief Petty Officer of the Na!% formally introduced to
Ameérica the Memorial's key sculpture, € ne Of, the seven-Ioo

symbol of cvcg&.nc in_the Naq -- past, preseni and future. At the comgass
rose imbedded in stone near the entrance, a floral wrea placedini

memory of great sacrifices of Navy people and their Toved ones.

The Secretary of the Navy reenlisted 22 petty officers and enlisted a "Navy
Memorial Special Recruit Company” of 90 men.

After a grand finale of music and day-time fireworks, it was over. People
gathered near the Lone Sailor. One by one in an orderly hushed reverence
they took turns standing by the Lone Sailor while someone else snapped a
picture. There was no crowding or rush among them, strangers at first, now
mutual friends through their love for the Sailor. Later on they left.

At the feet of the Lone Sailor lay a single rose. The day was done.
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SEA POWER Magazine Reviews Navy Memorial’s New Book

In the June 1988 issue of Sea Power, the official
publication_of the Navy League of the United States, the
magazine’s Editor in tef, James D. Hessman, reviewe
United States Navy Memorial: A Living Tradition. Mr.
Hessman permitted us to reprint his review:

UNITED STATES NAVY MEMORIAL: A Living
Tradition. Edited by Cmdr. John Alexander, USN,
Alexandria, VA: United States Navy Memorial
Foundation, 1987. 176 pp.

Memorable words, punctuated and embellished by a
profusion of dazzling photographs, and an inspiring
message -- John Alexander has put it all together in a
book suitable to its second title and principal theme, 4
Living Tradition.

When the U. S. Navy Memorial was _dedicated on 13
October 1987, the Navy’s 212th birthday, U. S. Navymen
and women the world over - indeed, all of those hardy
souls who through the centuries have gone down to the
sea in ships -- finally had "their" memorial.

Now they also h eir book, And a handsome
volume it 1s -- 176 oversized pages filled with Tact and
Tore about today’s Navy, yesterday’s Navy, and the Navy
Of Tomorrow.

That’s for beginners. Also included is a miscellany of
other information guaranteed to nourish the mind and
gladden the souls of Navy buffs from Point Loma to
Nantucket: two lyrical pages on the boatswain’s pipe, the
history and uses thcrcog a four-page treatise by Dr. Eric
Berryman on "Picture-Painting Quotations” -- the "Don’t
give up the ship" lines that "form part of the traditions
that continue to inspire officers and crew in their duty;"

and a sprightly written 12-page section on nautical
terminology ranging from céﬁﬁf to decking, fro
amboozle to Dbitter end. An of 1t bokoo well
written and bokoo interesting.

Alexander wisely chose to follow and eclectic rather
than encyclopedic approach. .4 Living Tradition is not a
reference work per se, therefore. But the 22-page
chronology of important events in U. S. Navy history
COVETS iﬁ the highlights, and it buttressed elsewhere by
such helpful bet-settlers as lists of chiefs of naval
operations, secretaries of the Na

evoied to Navy "Battle Force Silhouettes;” and an

A own by fieet an ¢, Ol the present

Trivia buffs and lovers of m@l take special
pleasure in the "Flattop Nautica ound on page 63.
A few examples: area ol Ilight deck, 4.5 acres, number
of lighting fixtures, 29,600; accommodations, "approx.
6,200;" estimated number of tubes, transistors and diodes,
"over one billion;" and average daily food consumption,
10,000 ¢ 10,000 pancakes, 2,700 pounds of meat, too
much coffee.”

A prolonged Bravo_Zulu is due Alexander’s photo
editor, Russell Egnor, who assembled and melded into a

harmonious whole the best efforts of more than 50
photographers and artists whose works adorn the book.

The authors obtained by Alexander and Foundation
President Rear Adm. William Thompson, USN (Ret.), are
equally expert in their various ﬁelcfs. Among them are
former Secretary of the Navy John F. Lehman, Jr.
(today’s Navy); former Chief of Naval Research Rear
Adm. J. B. "Brad" Mooney, Jr., USN (Ret.) ("A Navy for
Tomorrow"), and Alice Stratton, deputy assistant secretary
of the Navy, Personnel and Family Matters (Navy
families).  Also sprinkled throughout the book are
messages of congratulations, cheer, and inspiration from
President Reagan, Vice President Bush, author Herman
Wouk, and such other luminaries as Chief of Naval
Operations Adm. Carlisle A. H. Trost, Joint Chiefs of
Staff Chairman Adm William J. Crowe, and former
Senator John G. Tower, chairman of the Navy Memorial
Foundation and, not incidentallyy a master chief
boatswain’s mate, USNR.

As one might infer from the preceding, A Livin
Tradition is a living triumph, from beginning to end.
Literally, On page 176 is Sea Fever, exultant paean to

the tall ship "and a star to steer her by." On the front
celebrated "Lone Sailor" statue, which already has become,
~formmmany, The signaturepicce of stafuary_and most

feadily recognized symbol of the Navy Memorial.

Which is as it should be, Generations ‘of Navymen and
women to come, Navy families, and Navy supporters will
cit—thre—Nt ;

on Pcnnsly]lvama Avenue’s Market

are, between 7th and 9th Streets, oppo :
_&M_ They will sto erhaps, at the
sitors Center. theTog Raom._and the Ship's Stors

They might attend a band concert in the amphitheater, .

erc_they marvel at the two-color granite map of
fhe_world which forms its deck, They may attend a
wreath-l;?'mg at_the compass rose, pause at any of the
Memorial’s four large pools, or make brief port-of-call
visits at the 22 bronze bas-reliefs planned for “the
southern periphery of the amphitheater.

Whatever_els one thing is in:
They stop at the statue of the i

minuie or two, Or an even briefer hour. While standing
there they will remember their own time in the Navy. Or
the time spent in the Navy blue by a brother or sister, a
father, and uncle.

That’s when they suddenly will realize what then-
Secretary of the Navy James H. Webb, Jr., meant when
he said, toward the end of the 13 October dedication
ceremony: "We don’t send a naval force into a crisis,
We dor’t send ships. _We send_people.

Note: ™ The "Special Plankowners Edition” of UNITED
STATES NAVY MEMORIAL: A Living Tradition may be

ordered from: U. S. Navy Memorial Foundation, P. O. Box
96750, Washington, DC 20090-6570. The price, $21.95
soft-cover (plus $.90 tax for Virginia residents), $31.95 hard-
cover ($1.35 tax for Virginia residents), includes postage and
handling.







