
--- 1 

• 

ROBERT A. REARDON 

~lay 20, 1969 

Prince Samdcch Norodom Sihanouk 
Chief of State of Cambodia 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 

Dear Sir: 

On May 3, 1969 the U. S. Navy Department 
reported that my son LTjg Richard J. Reardon was Pilot 
of one of two Navy Helicopters that crashed in Cambodia 
and was killed. He was in the trail helicopter that • 
evidently crashed and burned. One person was rescued 
from his helicopter. 

According to the San Francisco Sunday Examiner 
of 5/4/69 a newspaper in Phnom Penh, Cambodia reported 
that three bodi~s were taken there. I have also read 
a newspaper report _from San Francisco of the report of 
the incident made by the Cambodian Ambassador Huot 
Sambath to the United Nations. 

. . ~ _Tq,~re.may b~ a duplication of effort because 
my brother had already phoned and written your Ambassador 

· Hu'ot-sambath. without ·my knowledge, but he·· is trying to 
be helpful and what can I do. He reported that the office 
of your Ambasse1dor was most kind and considerate, but 
their information is confined to limited dispatches 
sent to them by your government. 

My information is limited to telegrams sent 
to me by my gov.ernment. The information 'is "Killed in 
action 4/28/69, remains not recovered". On the basis of 
this information, I am s~re you must realize what 
questions now come into my mind as to what happened, 
how it happened and the details. · 

I had three sons when I went into World War II 
and my youngest son "DICK" was two months old and I thought 
this would be the end of this world mess. I had a reason 
for serving my country because I had three sons to make 
the world safe .for. My two older boys and the youngest 
"DICK11 went in becaus.e their country needed them. 
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There is no reason why a loyal American and a loyal 
Cambodian can't converse together over a sad situation, the 
loss of my son. I know you have also had sad losses of 
your fellow countrymen. 

. I have just got to appeal to you as a father, 
man to man for all the information you might have on my 
son 11 DICK". I think this has precedent over all problems 
between governments. My wife will not believe our son 
is dead becaus~ no one has come up with any proof that he 
is dead. My Navy Dept·. reports· killed in action, but no 

- ·-one to ........ datehas come ··forl.,ar·a-wi th any ·concr-ete- e-i.f1a-e·Ifc·e:-....,......-........ ......,...-
tha.t this is so. Nothing., as to who saw the body, how 
~h~y definitely know he is dead and where is the proof 
that he is ·dead. 

As you can understand this is tearing my wife 
and myself to pieces, not knowing and having hopes he is 
alive. Someone has to draw the final curtain on this and 
Prince you are the one that can do it. 

If DICK is really dead ·and you have the body ~ 
that proves.it. Thats all we want to know. If he received 
a burial, we would be most grateful to know this. 

I would appreciate any information you might . ,. 
have. as to what happened. I would like to know how he 
went do~n, why he went down and what happened when he 
wen<t.down • 

. , ·:··.If DICK. is buri:ed,.i. in Cambodia, I would like 
your permission for my wife and I to come to see some day 

· where he ·i~c·buried. I CJ.m sure my State Department would 
give,;their approval, if ... not now, maybe later on. . .. f./ •. ·.~ 
~, ~~. ·~·J~·:::: ,, =~·<J.~·;_~·: .... : ~ ·.}·.·. t· · ... , ::~,·v .$.'"' .... ·,~·· ·'• · • · .· · · . ~_. ~:·:;"''S·'·· ·· .· 

>~,.,,__,._...,.... .. , • ••• """"•'':-''4 "~':L""'c~n'''"'t"""'o'ft'er'·'a.n.ytli"'l"n'g t"ct'ycrit"but-tMiOVe'"':£or ··· 
a son by. a, father and mother. They say.;.,faith moves 
anything Cii;l<:i:I·have f~ith in you for J.IOUr compassion.for 
a cried <?.~~,h<?peful fa~her and mother • .. 

... 
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CC: H\lo:t.Samboth, 
New.York, New York. 

Sincerely yours, 
:•, 

ROBERT A. REARDON 
· EVELYN REARDON 

,. 


