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. , . '· :. . : .' 1 'tiPS hPppy to fin.nlly ho<1r f!·om you, nlthough the news of your \ :• •'t : ·. -. · .,i· .. · _ ;}'::::.~~.:~~-~~Ildi§;on w~sn 1 t llll that good. Although you say· ~hf!t your progress . t~/- ··~:·:; ,. 
',1·}:~~~~~~·r;.;:,:.:~<d,'_',·;J.1': ,s~?\i,' f am sure th.nt yo~ are hAppy that there J.S progress!. I am ·. :.;.;1;. ·-.:. 
-~;~:.c'·:i{\;~~~(: .. :;.· hll.PP~;f~r~ yo~ sake ... and h~pe th(1t f':?.~ get stronger and better ~very . . 

:·.·fx· ···. ~s~:,.:·.·~· ... ;;_ dRy ~,'/f., ·, ..... ..,~.~ · · '-r • 1~·r~ .. :), 
.:~ ... ...,··;~· ~ . = ..... .... :-~ ,•'"; .... .' .... _,;~:.~ '\~ ~:.: '•;Jo ) . . . ~~~~ . •• . ' ·,\. >'';· .:..::-·-(·.!~~~ .. .-.:, .. . . ~~-·.~,he:_ ~1ews ..L hav_~~.·for you J.S not·~~ good .. We had a,. bad mornJ.ng out m .. : .. .,(::!~f<:~:v~\;~.:7: • ., .. 
:.-·~·.:,.-;-;_i·-:1.%\\,..~.JtY~\·': .the'·:~b.oondocks, r•m sorry to· say .. we· .. were on a strike near the border .;·:i~~:;;:.:' · ··'1·1: .•. :. 

,., ... \ t~.~'\ .. 1.1\,;.~'\• t',.,"''f._ ~ ' 0 • ,. { '• ' -•.t•-!' I • 

~~~~~~£;h~;~_::'·';,?.f: ... up ·:.n~~.r· .Moe Hb'~ and strayeq ~cross ~the candy stripe into a VC "base .•.. :·~~:·., . ., 
: .. :.:;.~~~~~:t}t.·~.: ··~.j.~:~-- c.~~~:·~~hey l~id everything .. bu~ ~-ft.q{~ on .. u~. And the wing ship, went ,_'f'>wn ;t·.;.3.:·:·.: ... ~)_t;: ... 
. · .. : :, ·.·i~:.···~,.~i:::·;~ . .":-.:"'like~ .. ~. ~~ck,. We took .a lot. of· hJ.ts.,_~;but .~urned b;~ck to help tfiem,~,~:~'tld~,,.,:;.'~{·~. , ... : '!":· ·;,;,•· 
\ '.'( ~.1·, .'.t'ff,';C ··'·",i:'., ,•·. ll". t' ~r'L .... 1. +~ ,' .t:hr'' t\ . .' , .. t . . ·. '., rrr-.t' fni'· .,.. ~·,..,..,. ... 'h +'"" ~~ ,,"'· -;1.,., 11'~'·~,...~",.. <l:",~<~..,.~l;!o.;.,..._~; ~-

·»r';\•o;_-..1..._ \c .. rj .. ~-\):gt¢~~c..Q._,. f., E-~,;,.trt~O--'f~or~ .... ~:;,v ...... , .... J..+e:.., ~:unc. ,.;~ ... ~~ ....... ~!;!~~.;, ...... . Prw-r;-'":"~~<~-~. . 
-~ .. -·.':.\ ~ ~ .. ~~ .. ···- to. them, we lvld lost:., engine oil pressur~ and put ~ in rl.bout 35 met<:rs ___ ~l!::-..,_-···,·;{,;:;·.\~ 

, ::>r · · · AWPY from t-hem .. 'ife all got out of the aJ.rcraft okAy, but Larsen got · ~t>;;:;; -~~~t:>"' 
; .. _:·D~ fln AK. round in the buttocks right away .. Williams ran all the vmy to - ·=-'~~~;D·''· 
· -. t· the other ship through a real hail of bullets and pulled George Page '::.i.(?!-

. ~ · .out. ~ wAS in pretty bfld shPpe, with his clothes on fire and lots . ~;:,: ': 
.:.:·:· .,·.'of· fr~ctures, but Wfliie cut his flight suit off and carried;r,;'·1ly from .. . '·· 

~.-: .. ' : the fJ.re. Mike ShPfernocker, Mr. Reardon and Mr. Castle were All lost. .·.,: 
.. '::(' 1,re.,. ~ouldn ''t! get them or even get to the a~rcr11ft agflin ... The, rocket!t·-~: . "·;y: ~.- .• 
.. 1 ~· • · "~t,rted to let go And then the 7.62, so J.t w11sn 1t poss1ble to get:~.o · ,.,.::.·>·.':· 

... ·.~..... , .. the ·Pirc~ft. They were ~11 killed in the first impPct· or pr~t~y so~>,.-;,'.·,~· 
;:.' . , ': rfter th~, though. I thJ.nk th:>t George only got out becPuse he "'flS ·. · ... > ·1.;;·,;.: 

··-

.. r~:~ throvn free. ~~ ·.-" .. { ' ' 
··,. · · Besides our otheA' pro~ems, th~ VC were· not leAving us alone. 

Mr~ HArt got t"•o with/'tlhe M-:-79 Pnd we all gRve .. them R few rounds to 
te~ch them t') keep 'their hePds down. My radio wfls working like P chArm 
l"nd .I hPd gotten,.off a good accurate MAYDAY call just before ,,oe v.rent. 
in, so help 1,orp s on the "''PY. . 

~! '· .... . ~'. 

·r 

";' 

:·) 
~~; 

OutlPw 25 swooped in and picked us al.l up, but as vre were picking 
· '\W.• Mr. _H(1r:t. "''~s hit in the __ sid.e with .. an_AILl'o..J.Uld._Jfe fell_out....of the ____ _.;. __ 
~ePt Pnd died in just a few seconds. 

When we got back to Moe Hoa And toQk stock, we bad a real mess! 
There were nine of us, since Larsen vTAS TO for Miley, a new IDPn,. On;Ly 
three of us walked.away from it! Willie, Miley and I were not even 
sc~atched. Larsen was in the hospital here for a couple of weeks, but 
went back to the Det the 19th,. George is in the.106th-at Yoko and will 
go.to Brooke Army Medical Center for burn treatment before too long. 

"The box score shows thAt it "'~'~ s Charlie's day.. Four KIA, two WIA and 
tvro helos. Besides that, tile Outlaw gunners were both shot up, neithrlr 
one bfldly, and we found seventeen holes in the ship when we got back! 

That 1s all I have to say about· that right now. It 1s not a good 
memory. 

•. .1, 

I'll let Personnel answer the other questions in your letter. They 
will do that pretty s~on. I have some Aircrew Wings. here for you And I'll~ 
~':end them Plong f!S soon as I can get them packed. They were sent to 
Meute by his parents and they asked me to see that his friends got them. 

I've got to close for now. It 1 s time to go fall in for a visit by . 

. .... .. · ,. 

. ; ~ ~ 

.... 

SECNAV! I'm the Asst. Ops- Officer at Binh Thuy (we fimilly moved!) now,:::i·>.:. 
_________ I_c~~lp.q.,'.t gq. bflck like .. nothli?-g ha~.happened,. s.o I.asked to .come -in foP-_ ..... ;,-··-.---

!"'1-'hlle. · · · ···· ·· : 

.. 

··. 

.I'll pPs·s your news And Address on the the fellows \<•hen I see them ·~.:;':·· 
:-g.r-in. They ,.•ill be glPd to hePr or' you flnd will t1lke your E~dvice, I'm .. 
!"ure •. 

" 1ith sincere wishes for your speedy· escApe from the white v.'Orld, 
I reiDPin: ' 

I, • ..,. • 

-~ 

.... ·-.,..., .. 

..... 

Sincerely,, /} ~­
~..? '1.:_, 

ames L. KEYES 
· .eutenant Coiilllll3nder, 

United States Navy 


