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Ou. the &nernOUG at "#be J.6.t,ts ..r Deoeaber tM Seuol•• 

relieved Lcdr. Ernest r. laager u O.t!ioer 1..n Charge ot Bl(L) ) 

Det.achMnt 5 on tha !'light ~~ of t.lw YRBK 16 in Cbau Doo ProY1D.oe 1 

IVN, while tlw attack ballcop\er 1.D tilich Udr. St.ranc• wu oo-pal.ot 

vu beinc rearMd a.nd retuelAicl duri.D& a •bot t.v.rn.a.r.UDd..• l&rlier 

in the a!t.ernoon Od.r. Stras:age and Ladr Iuaor wre nni.ewiJa& a 

tev papers and COIIIPlet.iq &rrllleMDU tor t.ho chap ot •-·nd 

when tbe olaxon a c:a.mdecl aai the Seavolna wre acruble4 '• prtf'l'i&M 

air etriko •upport tor a Viat.narleM b..Ur •'pan Mar .All P1m 

Village on the Upper Buaac liver naarq OA t.be c.bod.1a.n bCIII"ddlr. 

The cn;tpo•t was under mortar, l~ecoille .. ritlAI, and a'l.ltcaatic 

weapons tire and expected a &round probe .trca the battallon-ri.Md 

unit ot Vat. COD&• Scraabled •ar~ i.n tho a!'Mrncon, )t0he S.IIII'Olvea 

troa Det 91 ;-:>la;;ed he&Yy and highl;y accurate ~kota md. uohil.ut 

£"'.ln a trike • durin& \be Dlxt t.hrf.ae and a bal1' hOU!"S in the f~We 

ot aeven &rouAd tin, &Dd. retUJ:'Dilli to the area of ovntact. Mftra.l 

It wu durin& t.he lut. Gt \b8 bot \\U"D&rau.nd.l• ... ja'\ u 

origiaalll' pl..ul.Md at 1600 ah&rt-·tbat, vhil.e tbe pnrAn UMi 

'\he tli&ht. deok ern• troa toe YIBJI 16 reloa..ied. t.bAt lwlloop'Mr '• 

rockeu &DC! a1.J11cuu aDi retuel.e<i t.ba airaratt, Cdr. St.ruao fr• 

the aocpit. Ulnm8d naponaibilltJ' tor aDd. reU.nd. Ladr Iucor ot 

Soavolt Dlt 5. The bird nl.l"'MMd1 and. the cban&• of o..._.nd oa.plo\ed., 
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\he !'in t.eu. nt;urrwd to the battle to oontinwt t..beir a'i\a.cU Oil 

\be Viet Coot;, clr1v1ac t.lMta int.o etrate&io t'lt\nat. Durin& \t. 

attaou the Seavclvee exp~~nded a Dear ncord aamour!t of ord.nance 

and. 1ntlict.ec1 heawy cialaage upoa tt. ••• ·lfhila US ma. V:U.-....M 

unit&~~ eu!tered rtrtually no cuu.alt.M•• 


