SEAWOLF DET 5 CHAROBS COMMAND DURING
"HOT TURNAROUND"
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On the afberncon of she 1ot of Degember the Seawolwee

created what wrv likely be anothner first wien Cdr. Hobert C. Stvrange
relisved Ledr. Ernest F. Yaeger as Officer in Charge eof HA(L) 3
Detachment S on the f£light deck of the YREM 16 in Chau Dos Frovinos,
RVN, while the attack helicopter in which Cdr. Strange was co-palot
was being rearmed and refueled during s "hot turnarcund.® BRarlier
in the afternocon Odr. Strange and Ledr Yasger were reviswing a
few papers and complating arraggements for the change of command
when the claxon scunded and the Seawelves were acramblsd to previde
air strike support for s Vietnamese berder cutpost nesr Am Piu
Village on the Upper Lassac River nsarly on the Cambodian border.
The outpost was under mortar, rscoilless rifls, and avtomatic
waapons fire and expected a ground probe from the batislion-gised
unlt of Viet Cong. Scrambled early 1n tho afterncon, 4“ie Seawclves
of Det 5, Joined by tiwir sister fire team of twyv nelicopter gunshijs
from Det 9, nla:ed heavy and highly accurate roecked and machine
gun atrikes during the next thres and a half hours in the face
of severe ground fire, and returning to the arca oif' eontact several
more times. ZL/Wid

It was during the last of the hot twrnurounds--‘ust as
originally planned at 1600 sharp--that, while the gunré®s and
the flight deck crews from the YRBM 16 reloaded the helicepter's
rockets and miniguns and refusled the airoraft, Cdr. Strange from
thes cocpit sssumed responsibility for and relisved Lodr Yasger of
Seavclf Dst 5. The bird rearmed, and the change of command completed,



wle
the fire team returned to ths battle to continus thei:r attacks en
the Viet Cong, driving them into strategic retrsat. During she
attacks the Seawclves expended a nsar record ammount of ordnancs
and inflicted hesawy damage upon the ensxy whils US and Vietnamese

unite suffersd virtually no casualthes.



