NEW RULES ESTABLISHED ON
AUGMENTATION: Naval Reserve officers
on active duty who were commissioned
after Sept. 30, 1996, may not apply for
transfer to the Regular Navy until they
‘have fouryears of eomrmssxoned serv1ce

.s'rﬁf' andate thatsuch
(
officers whyp 1eag
commissioned service be automatically

considered for augmentation into the

‘Regular Navy. _In _addition, officers
selectedfor lieutenant commander must

accept a I_iegular Navy commission or

turn down the promotion.
mnnounced
recently in Navywide administration
message 305/97.
SOME RESERVISTS FACE LOSS OF
HOME LOAN BENEFIT: People who
joined the Naval Reserve after November
1993 and who have not served on
extended active duty may not have the
chance to qualify for a Veterans
Administration home loan.

Theprogram that providesthe VAhome
loan benefit for Reservists and National
guardsmen who haven’t served on
extended activeduty expires Oct. 28, 1999.
Many Reservists qualify for the
program by serving on active duty — at
least 90 days during Desert Shield/Desert
Storm, or more than 181 days during
peacetime. In 1992, a test program was

JTES...

started that allowed Guard and Reserve
members to qualify for the benefit by
drilling for six years without any
extended active duty.

The homeloan program, administered
by the Department of Veterans Affairs,
allows eligible
little or no down

The VA says
10,000 Reservist
home loan guar

Officials say 1t is very likely that
Congress will review the program before
it expires and decide whether or not it
should be extended.

NAVAL RESERV
RECEIVE MEDALS:}
captains have been ajy

TRONAUTS
aval Reserve
D 1stmgulshed

presented the medals to CAPTs Wllham

retrieved the Wake Shleld Fac111txca‘nd two
satellites, and s¢l oplongeést space
shuttle mission so 4% 17 days, 15 hours
and 53 minutes. ;

CAPT Readdy, a graduate of the
Naval Academy, commanded NASA space
shuttle mission STS-79,which docked with
the Russian space sfation Mir and
transferred more than 3 tons of supplies
and exchanged two astronauts.

“We only send our nation’s best and
brightest into space, and CAPT Ken
Cockrell and CAPT Biil Readdy not only
represent the best %nca but they
also represent the best 3Féuux Naval Reserve
force,” Secretary Dalton said during the
ceremony. Both officérsserve in non-pay
billets with Naval Reserve Voluntary
Training Units.

- ¢. '
MARINE GENERAL MAY HEAD NAVAL
ACADEMY: There is a chance that the
next Superintendent of the Naval
Academy will be a Marine which, will
make Academy history.

nd Kenneth Cockrell for their_|

According to published reports, at least
three Marine Corps generals areamong the

candidates to replace ADM Charles Larson,
USN, whoretiresin early June. His successor

ed to rch.
An Academy-appointed review panel

suggested considering a Marine for the

top Academy job.

“This is an ideal opportunity to bring

together a true melding of the Navy and

Marine Corps, and I hope we don't blow
it,” BGEN Tom Draude, USMC (Ret), a
panel member, is quoted as saying.

GEN Charles Krulak, USMC, the

Marine Commandant, h 0 called for
a Marine to have the billet.
~ Published reports say that one of the
finalists is MGEN Charles Bolden, Jr.,
Deputy Commanding General of [
Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp
Pendleton, Calif.

“I'd love to see a Marine in that
position, but I'm not sure the Navy is
ready for that,” he is quoted as saying.

D- AFT: U.S warships,
fcluding nuclear- erheg aircraft
carriers and submari itkbe allowed

free use of Singapore’s new Changinaval
base when it opens in 2000. . . The
Department of Defense plans to
vaccinate all 2.4 millionservice members

= active-duty and Selected Reserve —

against the deadly biological agent _

anthrax. . . The Vice Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, GEN Joseph W.
Ralston, USAF, has been nominated to
serve in the post for a second two-year
term. . . ADMElmo Zumwalt, USN (Ret),
Chief of Naval Operations from 1970 t 1970 to_
1974, was among 15 people 1o receive
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the
“nation’s h righest honor for c1v1hansl ata
ceremony in the White House. He was
honored for his efforts to end racial and
sexual discrimination in the Navy during
his term of office. . . As of January 20,
Selected Naval Reserve strength was

down 593 from the previous

month.‘lndividual Ready Reserve
strength wa tyup 2,161. Active-
duty Navy strength wa§ 386,415 down

2,345 from December 22. &1
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