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RISTORY OF
. JELICOPTER ATTACK (L1GHT) SQUADRCN THREE

Helicopter Attack (Light) Squadrown. THHEl, cr HA(L)-3 is the only
helicopter attack squadror in the Navy. IA(L)-3 aroue from the peculiar
nature of guerrilla warfare in Vietnam and has played a major role in
the Free World campaign to deny the Viet Cong use of the all important

waterways of the velta, wihile insuring their continucd use to the local -
" population and zovernment personnel.

Vietnam nilitary, political and economical develupments in early
1966 led to the establishment of HA(L)<3. On April 10, the first =
River Patrol Boats (Pl¥s) went into action on the tlem treacherous
Delta wateruways, and it. scon becune apparent that quick reaction close’
air support would be irdispensable if such river operetions were to
continue., At {irst, Aimy gunships provided the necessary assistance,
but later the need for precise inter-unit corrmunications, uniny of
cormiand, and other considerations led to the dzcision to form a Navy
helicopter unit responsisle to the Hiver latrol Force (CIF 116). .

Subsequently, cight Ull«ll Kueys ware bhorrowed from the Army in

the summer of 1966, with U.3. laval persomiel manning the sircraft

end the Army providing the pilot and crew traiiing, osdnance, and
maintenance. Four detaciments (Dets), each cchtaining eight aviators
and eight crewmen from lielicopter Cormbat Support tquecron ONE (JiC-1)
at Imperial Leach, California, went into operation or Septcmbter 19,
1966, UDetachments were based at Tan Son Nhut (XS 31.¢¢ i), Lien iloa
(XT 993135), Vinh Long (XS 055321), end Soc Trang (¥F C51610) .
(kefer to Appendix I, Item A;

The first major battle :nvolving HA(L)-3, or the "SEAWOLVISY,
as they were now called, took pliace on 31 October 19¢¢. In a co
ordinated attack by FHis aid Hueys nea- Ky Tho (XS 'L L9, orer
50 of 75 enemy sampans and Jjunks were sunk, and the er xme sufiered
heavy casualties. s

During this period of operatioca, ~he firse of sjecicliy con-
figured helicopter capab.e Laniing 3hipns {(Tank) (Iile thne T
JENNINGS COUNTY arrived at Vung Tau (Y5 300593) Lacil v 5500 e

~ beeane the SIAWOLVES temoracy headquarters. tn ocor oohoo ol o
far fluag operations throughcut the nckong: Vel a, o (h -5 o
utilize many 1STs as landing platfore bases in order o dvwgow o
nebility and proximity to theiv own creratioic v ard te de aReps e

“oinees of eneny proun o cnd portace stk .
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By the end of 1966, the SEAWOLVES still depended on the Army for
rajor naintenance, as well as the preponderance of training. In
January 1967, the River Patrol Force, through its Operaticn GAML
LAKDI N, announced that 22 aircraft, 94 ofiticers, anc 2L0 enlisted
personriel would be provided in order to establish a completely new
squadron to replace the existing detachiients fron HC/-I. AV that
time, seven detachments were envisioned with a centra’ Maval lain-
tenance Facility created at binh Thuy (WS 804140), where GAME VALDEN
headquarters would be. ileanwiile, the squadron woull be bhased at
Vung Tau (YS 300473), where Navy pnd Army maintenance personnel
could work together in maintain aircraft,

o e e

On 1 April 1967, HA(L)-3 wag formally established by LCDR Joseph

B. HOWARY with Camander Robert W. SPENCER asswuning command of the
squadron in May. For tho first 18 months ol' the squadron's cxistence,
the heavlest concentration of detachients was in the heart of the -
lower Delta from Linh Thuy (WS 8Q4140) to Vinh Long (XS 055321) and
long Tam (XS 425435). (Refer to|ippendix I, Item B), Thore are four
major rivers which run tirough the Delta, all of whicii are branches
of the Mekong; the Lassac, Co Chien, Ham loaz and My Tho. To cover

- tiiese waterways end their ‘cributarles, six detaclmords deployel {rom
various bases throughout 1967 and moat of 19068, Frow Einh Thuy, Det
SEVEN covered the lower PBassac, azsisted by Det UMk wuich, was also :
deployed from an L3T. 1lebt THREE guarded the Co«Lhicn fran its® base
in Vinh Long., Det FOUR was based aboard an LST in tie Hem Long until :
moving to .ong Tam in early 1909, and Uet SIX covered My Tho, slso cod
fron Dong Tam. Det FIVE at one time or another covercd each of thcse i
rivars, accordinj to the changing tactical situation il encny thireat. ‘

vetachment TWO has bean at Nha Le (XS 937800) since the days of
the original liC-l detacliients. Th21ir vital assignrer: tes beer to
support operations in thie Run;; Lat Special fon:, the or atherovs maze
- ©of swaup and canals that surrounds the vital shipping ¢ annel Jeading
froaa the city of Saigon to the sez., 7This area has lon; been tie
target of Viet Cong ambr sh ani mir:s activities, Det TWO Licame o
"double det achievement' with four aireraft, and a corrzsooniing in-
crease in pilots and crewnen, in Jure of 1969 .o ¢y ¢ oo reaiecd
coverage. S

Captain Arthur {, MUVSON succeeded Commanler SY. b€ o drn v r.zi
1968 as Comman:ding Officer of LA(L)-3, and wuring his t pity th
ron cortinued to fulfill its Lesic yission. The comnmd also r;mde& .
ook other expansion and trarsiticn ti-ough dhe sumpR ApD oy FAl/
«f 190%, As a re:mlt nf the increace i adrers €6 and ppﬁgom\le al f
corter o of Lthe Delta were Qar moro ccces ibice Lo 00 I Repcter anf
tance oprrations.
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Toward the end of 1963 the need for a concentratior. of detachments
in the lower Delta began to lessen, due to incrcased pacification of
much of the area. In early fall, Det F1VI. moved to Kach Gia (WS 1C5045)
on the Uulf of Thailand, and in MNovember the detaciricni ioved aboard the
YRI=-16 stationed near Chau Doc (WS 24,5715) on the upper Lassac only a
few miles from the (anbodlan border. et FIV.'s nove signalled the
beginning of a new phase in Liver Fatrol Force operations; the inter-
diction of enemy troop and supply units into the Delta from the north.
(Refer to ippendix I, Item C). In early 1969 Det Tl : moved to the
far northwcst corner of thoe Delta, lia Tien (Vs 445485) on the Gulf of
Thailand, while Det SIX replaced Det TililL in the area of Vina Long,

_ up station aboard an IST. Later Let THKLL moved to iioc loa
(xs 039902) and then to a ship in tie upper Hekong not far frou Det
FIVE.

The task of omtt:ing off infiltration routes bLetween the Vam Co
Tay and Vam Co Dong river:; was code named Operation LLINGSHOT, and

- HA(L)=3 played a major role in its oventual success. iel, FOUR and

SiVIN played a major role in this undertaking. Vet FOLR participated
in Operation SLINGSHOT from November 19(8, while located at. Vong

* Tam, and in early 1969 tihey moved t& Duc lloa (XS 59496€) to be closer

10 their operation area. 7They moved again in June to Len Luc (XS 518758),
o~ the Vam Co Jong Kiver, and at present are sti.Ll participating in
Operation SLINGSIOT, which has developed into oné of the most success-
‘ful campaigns in which the squadron has participated.

Det SEVIN also operated in the Giant Slingshot area, havin; moved
fram Binh Thuy to Tay Ninh (XT 203510) in June, 196%. For scme time,
intelligence reports had mentioned Yay Ninh as a prime enemy objective
for use as a possible provisional capital., Near the border northwest
of Saigoi, Tay Ninh was cornsidered highly vulnersble un%il allied
forces mcved into tlie area in large nuabers and finally o-hieved an

=increased security level for th2 swrrounding country side.

Under Captain Reynolds HLCKWITii, wlio succeeded Cap:ain i [UNSCH as
Commaanding Officer in Apr.l 1969, the transition and exmaision of the
squairon continued., The releployment of detachments from t . lower Delta
was nearly complete, ani the squadren headquarters was nc red froa Yun:
Tau to the more centrally located bLinh Thuy in llay. In ety July tie
first new detachment since the squadron's es%cblisiment ..is created et
FIGHT), and it was sent to assist Det SIVIN in tiie Tay 1k area.  Tar

creation of additional det:achments was e le posedble Yy b oo aequiiticn ® 0 0 vy

of . 1evm new alrcraft in J ne and July of 1759, wnd iuv1s e eXPALSION
f2iloucl in September, with tie croation of Det LUL &t Bk Thoy

“i-ce first nonths saw s new ceater of oper: L','on;a ce eop i AR,
UWesYe Py iotnan.  Det OMb Luid been d-‘} leyied in H > 1oy BAGOAR untll
(DM\Y Iqbq whien AF sane oyl A L —med by e A K
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control over the Southern Jelta Ly moving a string of barges into one
of the waterways. The barges would act as a siphere of influence for
the national government and serve as a market for local faruers who
otierwise would be forced to sell their crops t.o the Vist Cong at.
eney dictated prices.

Opsration SEA FLOAT marked the start of & campaiyn to drive the
enemy fran- his previously secure strongholds in western Vietnam, which
gathered momentum in mid 1969. Soon after its formation, Det 1IGLT
moved from Tay Ninh to an L3T off the coast of Rach @5a. larly in
Sept.cmber, Det SIX, the last of the original lower Delta vetachments,
Joined Net EIGHT at Rach Gia on another LST., Jater thal same month,

the Det SIX's mobdle base steamed southward to the mouthi of the Song

Ong Doc, placing llet SIX midway along the coast betwcen Dets FIGHT and
ONE. Finally in early Septomber, Uet THRFF moved to & point off ha
Tien (VS 445425) 4n the Gulf of Thailand. Thus a toteal of four
detachmonts now guarded the western coast of iouth Vietaan.,

Upon its formation, Ust NINL moved to the same staiion (abtoard a
YREM) in the upper Mekongy thut Det TII}L had cnce occupied. Tids left
four detachments still marding against border infiltra:ion, with Det
TWO continuing operations in the hung Sat special Zone,

. Following the establishment of Det MNINI. iy Septecrber 1949, the ‘
area of operation for all but one of liA{L)-3's Jdetaclments remained
basically the same, with detacluents occasiona. ly mov nz locations, but
covering the same ganeral areas. This period of time, Trom September
1969 to October 1971, enabled each detacirient “o become well established,
&nd extremely effective as indicated by an inc.-ease ir. strike results,
(hefer to Appendix I1).

On the 9th of May 1970, cshort’y afvuer Captain ikxtain J. TALTL tock
command, Uperation Tran Hung l'ao XY, the Canbccian Cenpaign, began. The
objective of the Cambodiun opcrations was to hit VC/M\A staging and supply
areas, disrupt their LOCs and find and destroy the «Ccnm nist Farty South
Vietnam Headquarters. The role to be played t; HA(L,-3 was to furnish
qllick reaction helicopter: for boat operations along th .ekong liiver,
Recently acquired U.S. Nvry SEALOKD (unarmored 1LY tti ity helicopters)
aircraft were utilized i passenger piclups anc¢ emsrgen:y medical evac-
uations (IEDEVAC). Flementis of the f£irst SkAl(7tys (FiR:, PCFa, znd
Helos) penetrated into Caabodia along the Mekc: 1 Livir o the teak Loeng
Ferry Landing (WI' 3204.5) . 21.7 miles from the Vietnose'e border. nt
1 IGHT staged off the USS HUNTI LDON COUMTY (LS1 838) frc: Long Yujen
{5 521416) to just inside Soutir Vietnam, near :he Conk ;dizm border i
the Mekonug, and assumed the inbies ol the prin -y Lacld o0 iy ouppe !:
foe the Naval units inside Canbodic. Dets TIU ond ol aoﬂ’D A e
seondary ond reserve unit.s. Dets FOUk ~nd SPUEN (pede |pLolved |n The.
Coreobe ek Operation dming the sarly vt oF the CAN ﬁﬁdlﬂk) OPCRATIO#S

o L e Tien, a.sc conlr wuf';‘-. e ventope p.\om ‘mg heow
o o
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] “lung Dao XI was officially terminated vith the with-
drawal of U,S. forces from Cambodia on 30 June 1970 and was considered

extramely successful in its achievements in reducing the Viet Cong and
Narth Vietnamese pressure on the ltepublic of Vietnam's borders.

' The éne major detachment relocation during the above period was
Det ThRE:.. Det TIHIE moved from :a Tien to Ca Mau (WE 196)42) on 5
August 1970. Facilities at. the Ca liau long strip were nonexistent, with
crewmcmbers sleeping on tho }SP and cooking their mcels over fuel oil
fires. ..owever, after a rolatively short period of time a hootch was
bullt at the strip and quarters were made availalle &f the NACV compound
in Ca ifau City. '

As areas of the Delta became more pacified, the need for a strong
concentration of detacluonts in any ono particular regions became less
important. In Hay of 1971, with the squadron now under the leadership
of Captain Charles O, lOHGSTRU, Jr., Det SIX moved f1aom en LST off the
coast. of the U-iiinh, at the Song On boe, to thu Loi (T 862158) Army

. 'Air Field north of Saijyjon. This move left the southern tip of the Ca iau
Peninsula to be covered by vets OMl. and ThRIl. vet SJX was given the
responsibility of covering the Saigon River, a major infiltration route

* into the northemsSaigon arca.

rY

Det NIMF, in late June of 1971, moved fraw the YL.I{~-21 at Tan Chau
(WS 260935) to an LST off Kier lica and Vinh BZni'Provinces on the
aastcrn coast of the Delta. This left Det FIV: at Chau Voc solely
rasponsible for liekong River convoys to Fhnom Penh, t.e Seven Hountains,
an' the western Plain of Reeds. et NINI beciine very active supporting
Army units in attempting to clean out the Den Dai (3¢ 9219), Thanh Phu
(X3 ¢700), amd Long Tean (XR 6775) Secret Zonus., Luc to weather con-
ditions off the coast in Octuber 1971, bet NIl relucuted to Linh Thuy
and has served as an all purpose detacnment supportiry Lot FIVE on convoy
operations, and other detachments during peak activit;  periods. The Det
*NINE fire team also stagses out of Thanh Phu aw night, - » support it's old
AO in Kien ijoa and Vinh Linh Frovinces. At tiids tine :ho nine LA(L)-3
Detachments have the c-pability cf covering more of 1. e ielta lieglon thar.
ever before. (Lefer t: Appendix I, Item D). So much o SEAWOLF Gunship
cperatiOnSo-oocooo.qo ‘

As previously statel, in January of 1970, cleven Bh--l an i Ull-1L
"liuey Slicks", or SEALOI:)3 were added to the squalren’ . inventory of air-
craft. These Mavy owned helicopters. in contiask to h» Tunanips on Jos
from Lhe Army, were glwven the task of providing leeis 1o svpport to tie

vacron's detachments awl suvpportiny various J.5. N M) Fpee hof[&

© urits, thereby comierving vitaily ne~dad aughp FUeht Tiwe foR .~

inary combat role!
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The SIALORDS, based st squadron hecdquarters in Lirh Thuy, have
been instrumental in maintaining tiie detachment gunships An an "Up" status.
This often involves night missions over extremely hostile territory, and
-under adverse weather- concitions, carrying vital parts and personnel to
the detaciments. OUften unheralded, these SLALOED fligits are an réant o
contributing factor in the SLEAWOLVIS outstanding record of destruction S
of enemy forces in the Delta. i
The SFALORDS have as another prinary mission the 3support of Delta
Naval Forces and the Vietnamese Tran hung Vao Ccemmands. 7This involves
transporting key personnel and equipment to outlylng Lises, quick reactiom
support missions, exaiple: flying fire fighting and otaer amergency equip-
ment to bases in danger of destruction, carrying VIPs im fact finding
nissions, and proviiing area commarders aircraft for visual reconnaisance
of thelr areas of operation.

SEALORDS also are involved in combet missions. Tiese missions normally
involve two SLIALORDS inserting and extrzcting U.S. Mav:s SEAL Tears o four-
tean to eighteen fully ~quipped combat troops. The cooruinaiicn of 4wo
SLALORDS, a SIAWOLF firn team, and a .;LAL platoon conlicting covert oper-
ations in enemy held territory, has proved to Le one of the most successful
applications of U.S. Naal assets in a juerrills warfare enviromment. :
Approxinately 150 such mirsions have been svecceusfully conpleted. Also. SRS
‘in the realm of antuel coubat, S ALORDS have been cail . upon to execute B
medical evacustious in lif'e or death situations, ofton Laking encmy fire
during the operations.

v

Currently there are eignt SLAARDS in the rquadro. inventory, three
of .he originsl eleven having been lost during cpers:ional coneaitments,
Statistics concerning the SIALORIS are listed cn pasi: v ‘

In the past year, October 1970 through October 1971, (particularly :
since August 1971) ths level of enemy initiated activiiy has deocreased _ .
significantly, causing a corresponling ciecrease in StA- JOLF scrambles and '
requirements. (Refer to ,pprndix IJI). The atuence o) J.S. cotrolled
river patrol craft, U.S. advicors cn th( boats, and L.5, SFALS lLas loft
the SIAWOLVES supporting primarily VNN assets snl AIVN Lroops in the fiold,
and scramble situstions involving attacks on isolaled RF/PF fovuifications-

e e

In July 1971, urde: the conrdinatiim of Lcomande. Der LLICROLS, = Cb
Vietnamese Air Force (VMAF) Indoctrination and vamilia czotion (L&) oro- S EEI
gla.m started. The purpose of the program was to teach Lhe Victvapo: v T
S} AWOLF tactics, incluiing nignt and irstrunent flvu. pooand probloms iy o Sl
velved wn quick reaction ;unship suppert of obl.p Vieh wiesye wo o ride L
ojerating from outldying bises uand airfields. I“;» riv YME clpgs. aon-
~wing of ten pilots anl ten JULnAT: ‘wndervengt the Qq_UPdkop_S NL(ﬂ/

cecan’s grownd sehool syllabus Lhwe Firol ]’UXJ U’Q? v July  Thew A

wropr team was sent to m(,h cl f* RPOT (1 AP ¥ | eyeeptiop ofF, lev
e received two pilots o wo HPTI3 m(’ﬁ( 1£ey WweRe QA'[a\y
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assimilated as SLAWOLVES. This first group finished it's SLAWOLF tour

on 30 September 1971 with each participant log ,ing approximately 75

" there. Vith these four lucations anl the increased cepu

flight hours. The qualifications attained by these V:.etnamese aviators
were, seven Attack telicopter aircraft Commande:'s (Alm( ), two Attack
Helicopter Pilots (AlNP), and nine aircrew gunncrs, four of these gunners
additionally qualified as plane captains.

A second group started the ground school :yllabus on 20 September
1971, This unit is composed of an equal numbe - of personnel as in the
first group, with two pilots from the first group renaining on detachment
because of their exccptional abilities and pro:pective attainment of
Fire Tean Leader (FTL) qualifications. . This group will spen. an addi- :
tional month with the SLAVOLVLS to terminate their tour on 31 January !
1972. As with tie first group, each Vietnamesc pilot and gunner will g
fly a minimum of 25 or more hours per month.

et < b st bt

The success of the liA(L)=3 Vietnamese Air Force J&F program in
terms of personal achievemont has been excepticnally impressive. Ly
the 31st of January the .Vietnamese Air Force 5! AWOLV] S" assigned to
HA(L)=~3 are expected to hive eight qualified l'ire Tean Lzalers (FTL),
ten Attack Lelicopter Alr:raft Comsanders (ALAC), two Attack l.elicopter
Pilo%s (AlP), eleven planz captains, ani ninetczn aircrewx gunners.
These men will provide a strong nucleus for VNAF support of Victnamese
Naval craft and ARVN ground forces in the liekong velts siiould that
"service assune a role similiar to one now beln;; proviced by tie US _
Navy S}AWOLVES. ¥

In order for the Victnamese missioca and ti.skd e the US Navy A
SIAWOLVLS and SEALGhUS to be assured by VMAF, ifhere are .i;;unediate )
steps that must be taken. These include the t:ike-over ol curremt ;
itA(L)=3 forward operating locations (FOL) by VI!AF with alrealy
qualified Vietnamese personnel, and the establishueni of a Vielnanese g
logistic helicopter operaiing position in closc proxirdty with '
Vietnamese Velta Naval Lomand liea:dquarters in Linh Tl_m,y’ As a
minimu: step toward Vietnimese asswiption of LiA(L)=3 ndrsion, the
forward operating locatioas (in MRIV) at Ca riev, Kach Gir. vong Tam,
and Nha Lo (MRIII) should be taken over or marnzd by \TAF ., [£ Lhe
financial burden of maintaining these four loc:hions is po¥ wiuhin
tre limits of VNAF, then the positions should 1.z naintaiped by tue
ARVN and VNN in support g F the VNAF aircraft a:-l crews oE( ratirz

Lty Of.‘
VNAF's "lI" nodel aircraft vice the "L" model aircraft cpResntly bring
flown by this squadron (hA(L)-3), %he area of cocrakiors pow covfkef
by the STALOLVIS can still be adequately Suppc RT(U\ ab’rhwqh 56 MC.

T A e o’ o BRI fii e

increase in“overhead! responsc tine in scrambl - sitw.t ions Wit e

evpericneed, hekong River convoy ,up;mt coulq b(: aC‘C‘OH D[(ghd ) -
rinshidps based at Linh chuy stegingg oul. of Cl ,\)I oller U)(‘ ;
“iome on hne border, autborivation oo Victne oo T/ At [51’
coowe T RCEAS ),y Canbod e nogates Lo ne g d Thch M€ 3
, : Conbodian borde s wltouirn oo ;t' o é .. cugufp“( i-M‘lLlr}l o iu’
oD
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such as Chau Doc would allow additioral Clexibility shnuli “hak
situation ciiange appreciably.

With VNAF gunships based in four outlying locations and a fire
tcam in Linh Thuy (UNAF or at tle present U.S. hLavy facility), the
Vietnamese pilots and crewmen who have alrealy flown as SEAWOLVES could
be assigned to each location. This would place four exp:rienced men
at each location for the purpose of proviling on-thic-=job training to
follow-on Vietnamese personnel ir night and instrument flying anl
gunship tactics. It is hoped that a :inimal number of aircraft (two
Uli=1li S1icks) aru crewmenbers based at either of the Binn Tiuy locations
for the logistic support of Naval units operating in the Delta. If
possiblc and feasible, existing S AWOL¥F facilitics at llam Can, Chau

Doe, Len Lue, Fhu Lol and binh Thuy could be also taken over to provide

for additional staging anud maintcnance support for both jjunship and

*-logistic hellcopter operations. lLowever, except for possibly the ready-

made intermediate maintenance facilitics that a portion of the present
U.S. Kavy Linh Thuy Complox would offer (Itefer to . pp:mdix IV) to the
critically overloaded VNAF Fourth Air Dividion Ease a: Linh Thuy, these
additional bases or sites are considered "niceties" bul. nov, "necessitiecs”.

The basis of these recommendations rests on the fact that the
Victnamese will have adequate aircraft availability to acc:pt the 51 AWOLF
mission. liowever, if this is not the case, there ars al-armatives that °
can be implemented to still provide the needed support. Following the
daylight AIRCAV Pack Uperations, gunships upon whiéh sonly minor nain-
tenance (refuel, rearm, minor checks, etc.) rust be perforaed could be
divertel to the already menticned forward operating areas for the re-
quired maintenance. Then these aircraft could te utilizer by the Viet-
nanese SFAWOLVES for night operaticns and scraibles &g reg.ired. This
norle cf operation would also relieve tnc VNAF of a rmanpoucr drair, as
the men on the forward operating locations woulld be flying only st nigit
and a two crew allocation wouli not. be necessary. /fnouhor slterrative
would be %o stage fire teams at the forvard operating ‘o ~tiwni cn a
rot.ating basis. This would be done with operationsd ~eii-liwent: and
overlapping coverage of A0s taien into consideration.

i

In conclusion, the p:imary mission of quick rcgeiioi izlicopter
gunship support for groun! uni.s hezs becn carried out hy te U.5. Lawvy
SIAVOLVIS in a manner that. iias esteblished & proud teat!! . i:i of ouceess
and accomplishment. 1lhrouzh tile SEAWOLVIS! Viecniuez2 i doctrinseion
and Fariliarization program a firm foundation has been 1 51 for the
outstar ling record of lA(L)~3 .0 be continued by tiie Vi .o am bi
I'orce end it's most capablie personrel, It ius considersc . b 1o ie
rvonl i enbstantially assist all RV Araed loress, par*ici 4 it o
remese cavy, in their valiwmt Figal o destroy ecoow o :
oL vetarr the ltepublic of Vietnan vacl bo joccenic i
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. | HARRATIVE
Qn 1 Aprdd 1967, Balioopter Attack (Light) Squadron THREE (EA(L)-3)was
formolly ‘establishod at Vung Tauy Republic of Vietnam, This s(ima‘rm s
the first of its type in naval histary and tho first known aviation cxganisee
ticn to be formed in a war nome,
| The primaty mission of the Seawolves at that timo wus intordiction ai
encr foroos in the Makong Delta and Rung Sat Special Zone, Over tie nmajor
rite. u and .txd.lnjbarm seven detastments vere deployed from voricus 1uues
th o' thout the IIX and IV Corpe areas, ¢
faptain Arthur MURSON sugoeeded Cormander Robert W, SFEICER in - jril 1968,
as ! manding Officer of HA(L)e3. Throughout Capiain MUNSON's temm. as +he

. Geix 1 ding Officex the Som:olves continued thelr imasic misslon ir au:pordt

of Cperation Game Warderm,

Lstackmont TWO has besn at Mia I's mince the inception of the Srfr"lff L,
*&1) the mission to support operatdons in tho R'tm( Sat Speelal Zeno, "1 truncher
ma. ¢ of suamp and canale leading from Saigon to "r:he gea, This arna jas long
born the target of the Viet Cong mire and ambush cetivities, Detaclwent “VO. .
va  i:larged in June i969 to four atback helicophtors with cosxreaponding
pe: g inel additdons, This was dovs to enhanco tho success of the on ratdim :i.p
suh - large and omplet axrea of operatian, ”

'atachment SE'BN staging rut of Binh Thuy co erod the louer 2ao 1., it d4d
e - "22nt ONE which oparayad frc an LiT. Iotaciwment THadi. wnil~ rnob o y
at 1 Long operoted along ths (i Chien River, ‘otachnont MUl o0
iro o LT in the lim long Bivor bul moved te Do o Tom inovooris ol

© 523 aleo lecated ot Donpr om coveran tho v The i
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- the miscion to support operations in tho Rung Sat Special Zeno, a tuw cwwﬁ

of svamp and canals leading from Salgon to the sea, This arna tas lang
the targot of the Viet Cong mirc and amlush activities, Letacleent ‘WO

“ularged in June 1959 to four atback helicop“ers with coirespouociing L

rmal additions, This wag dozs to enhanco tho success of the op ration in
large and complex area of operation, -
lletachnent SEVEN steging nul of Binh Thuy covorod the lover Das n:, ut did
iment OME which oparasd fic 1 an L5T. Dotachnent TIHiL, widlo lncatou

15 Long operated alon; the C» Chien River, Detachnont FOUR opmatad

on L3T in the Ham Long River but movod to Donpz Tem in early 196, Dirte
nt 513 also lovated at Dong Tam covered the v Tho hkiver, leta it ex'; FIVR

S o

'n early fall, Detachsent F1/E moved to Rach Gin on ths Gulf o) Thalinnd,
. November the detachment mc 7ed oboord the YHiM.16 atationaé on the °
Bigeae noar Ch.u Jocy, only  feu miles from ‘the *Canbodian 1ord T,

‘menb FIVESs move signalled :he begirning of o new hice in Rlv v rasml
coerstionss  The :inlterticti m of eneny troop a.ﬁd Jupply wdte a0 0o

frar the north, In carly 3 X% Dowrgherond WHHLs moxad o 4k 0 0 no <.

carnsr of tho dalta to tho (Af of Tholiund, oax I Tinn, <P rebo e
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aboord an IST. Later Dotachment THKEE movod to Muc Hoa and then to a sidp ‘
“4n the uppor Vokong not far fran detackment FIVE,

i
Ti» interdicting of infiltration routes betireen tha Vam Co Tu;r‘a.ni Vanu Co | j
liong ri.vors was code named Operation Gdant Slingshots EA(L)=> Dotaclmeits are o
day'r: a major role in thls opsration, Detachment TIREK took part in o
‘48 cieration vhile at Mas Hoa, and Detachments FOUR nnd SEVEL pluyod an evan

PSS SO PN

-arg ¢ part becuuse of thelr respective locations, Deticimont FUUR hai beea
) artA.c.’ mating in Operaticn Slingshot einoce llovember 196£, from a looat:.on ,
| tDr Tam, and in ea.r:u1969 they moved to Duc lioa to bo cloger %o their ?
roa ¢ oparation, They moved ogeia in Jupe to Ben Luc; on tha Van Co Lung

i1ver, :nd at present cre ptill participating in Oporation Slingshot +wid-h f;
tas ceveloped into one of the most succossful campadgno in sihich the & udrua ba f
, b o patedo ", 1
H

I taghmont SEVEN also oporates in the Ginnt Slingslot wrve,; hvia: nowsd "

vvam § 0 oh Thuy to Tay iinh in June 1969, For some time, intelligence v oviy

ud ;i ¢ tlonod Toy Iinh as a prime enemy objective for uze ns a poncihil o
ov £ wnal caplital, Nemr tho bordsr northwost of Saige, Tuy link wvio enumlide 1
Bd b tly vulnerzble untdl _ul.lied forces movod into tf - area in l:r- sealore,
C  1oin Roynolds BECEHILN gueceedod Caphain avthur (UHSOI ag Carn milie 4

A1 o~ of HiL)=3 in Aprid 1969, ‘To trongition aud o wnsdon o *hn cuairen ;
mt -, Tho todopdoymant of det: slwonts fran the dov nr - oliw o7 “%
USTANIE £ 3 Moy 1909, TA(L)e3 movod $ie heodagu err b Trh Y ’ . :%
cen Ped g madntencnee an ardndadat o0 e e : "4:"' {
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vounidaen, I oatoas pro doda T i

EAEEA SRS S S AVARESRIN E B0 SRR S ARSIV AN
) 1} [




o Bt lgee Mpe..

- - -—

thove of Operation Gows Warden to Opsration Sealards. Cperation Sealords
(Jouth Zast mm Osoan River Delta Strategy) ia o miseion of onemy
harrasamant and interdiotion, Its gool 15 to sover the enomy's lines of
troop axd supply infiltraticn into tho Hekong Delta,

" Ceotain m;omrmt: ﬂ.nftnmm ‘m a now center of operations devalop
J1 eo1t west vietnom, Detaciment ONE was redeployed in early 1969 fram tho
i moz E scac to Ca Mau poningula, thng providing support for Operation 3ea Fleef
! de . ration marked the start of o cempaing to drivo tho enemy from his
evi: :.y secure strongholds in thet area, The Moldls Floating Base r.°t3 as

a sphi v of influence for tle National Govermment and serves as market faor
local fumers who would otheawise be foreed to sell their crops to tho Tlet CGq
contral.'od prices, Soxn aﬂ;er its fermation, Dotachmemt EIGHT moved frw:

Iy Nao to on IST off the coast at Rach Gia and in eurly September, Detschment
Xy it.: last of the lower Delta detachments, joinod Detaclmont EIGNT et
" h i . on another LST. Later that same month, the cotachmeni?s nmobdln 209

(s
» nouthward to the mouth of the Song Ong Doc, nlading Detachmont. 31X midw

' oog t -: conet botween Detuchment's EIGHT and CNE, ‘hesc redeployivntis of
" tact ;ts snswred that the Unminh Forest area would te adoquately sovered,

" nal in early September, Detagl rent THREE moved Yo an LST off U~ i..ula
0 G. of Thedland, Thus, a totad of four detachmer ts nov guard ke osutom
: 238t +  iouth Vietonm. Upon its formation, Detaclmer ¢ IIXHE movad aboil w THE
.
tt - oor Mokong b oamn location thut Detachwmont TIREE had onca ocomabesd,
~is ¢ ' four detaciments #tdll guoodixg agodnst Lo er jnfiditretion, 107
~at v oowontirming operations in tho Rung Sat Spociel Zoro,
Cteat levy cemoad atveeoft o FA(LYe3 ¢ vmonre G ooporedions e
coonouly acenizsd Bell UlleTo modol adreed's f".‘lf!\"%f.':-l.;{.".'fx,‘,
woenghros ad e sreete [ orpoed v oo J'\ 1‘ o
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. e ’mu' nauly a.oquired Pell UHetl mocdel alrcxraft poasessing imp:'ove'l vof
: 3te . lLaxrger engines and & greate. speed range capability t t mn tio UIM
- aft :.M.md., These now alrevaft -ore chrlstoned Senlords as o wey % |

°fo ¢ ’atc these siraraf: from th: Squadronts attack helicoptors. T.ose i

ol 4

1te

Whorever the River Putral Foroe has gono to sock out the enary, the |
Seawalves and Sealords taw boen ptanding by to provido eoinl protoction
and th logistio support mnded for a puccessful nlssion, Fram four
1eteshonts located in lan:s Wrban omnters cﬁ.om; tho caast or on the Jarim:

4vors . tho squadren hos gram to ninc dotaclmenty untd olp b muppact cdxomao

25cn o fan onb over the ontdro Aelte S0 nlleu il enon o Bt
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intordiction linos {»am northeast of Saigcoa near Toy idinh ELl%y
to the (ulf of Thailand at In Tden, Dots 3, 4, and 5 were
ascigned as nrimary support undts to tho Rivor Divisions.

IR, ot o D L0 AT ot 4. T 7

Interdiction operaticrs in tho Vinh To/Rneh Giang Thanh watemny }1.3 ‘
&

wore greatly mgandod undor tho code name of Tran iung Dase _
COUAVFORV upproved t e ro-ontablisiment of the Gmmo ‘ardonflariot -

Tino demarention 1line of the Co Chion Rivor to the Lastmiloet grid

HA(L)=3, Dot 3 (CTU 116.7+9) moved from Vinh Long to the {1:31 20,

(X3
.

Located at An Song uppor lMekong Rivere

i

)
line XS25. §

]

1

§

1

Idcutonant Comander J. L. FEYES religved Coandor S, Re H:TYDER

as Officer-dn~Charge, MA(L)~3, Dot 3 (CTU 116.7.9).

1A (L)=3 Dot 3 (CTU116.7.9) velloved IA{L)<:, Dot 1 (CTU 11602.1.5) -

ot Jla T™en rvpporting fran ihuy; Daoe IA(L .3, Dot 7 »ale - tod m

horrd U8 LUITERDOL Ci-JITY ond cogivied (CTU 11.501..8)«

ICOR Jo Ca ALIXVE, UG, relieved IODR Po 1o MR a0 WH,
2 ULPicerela-Charre 111(L)=3, Dot 4

- Fight Noaldooptor T4 » Taon of iM(L)w-3g Den 3,

cocmedosninco mianior dor SEAL oporcbisee s covyonol tn,

Caoatedn noaln neos I Dot Doy, bes U0 s, o
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n m.:;ut. llo.'l.iooptor Fira Yean of il (L)-j, Vet 3, ywus o1 a

reoo*nmiaaanoo nisaion for SEAL oporationn %o rocomcditor a -

nomtain poik near FU4 Duil Dunge For t'is urpose, a 'SEAfE

i
.
B
)
b e R

naed THOMAS wmo abcarl Scawalf 305, whdel uas aoting as lead
Alroraft. Upon arrivel ovar tho spot to v roocned, the

e el e

Ligat licllcoplier Fire tecm cane under tioevy auvtam-tic vearons fire. ,

The reconnoiscance wae irmediately terminated, ond ¢ rockot

and gun i w8 cormak :bd on tho suspoctod caayy ncwitlon- : ';
b

(Vs /32 524)., At the -onplotion of fivnt Tun, *he firetosn

oircled loft to attuak from a difforent dirocction. ThLs run

DECAASSAFIED.

CONTIDENTIAL
Enclosure ( 2 )

A

o i g e e
r

: MAWM)

CONFIDENTIAL
ws node parallal to the Cambodian border sbout 200 neters

insido Viotign nd overflev i Sa K}, tho roconnadssance

Cra e .
TEIE, (350, S e

ohjectiva. As Joawclf 305 eomnlotod s recked firing and

broke ho had an apgine failure. 305 eomiir 1od the turn inte the

wind 1lne nnd arashed into an open £inld (13 430 520). An Army UH-1D

of the 175th Aviation Compony, Outlaw 21, responded @ ‘'
M&DAY. The Alreraft Comandor, /LT 4. 07 v E T

-y . @ .. b . e 4 oan T P



of tho 175& Avintion Campany, Outlaw 21, rosponded to tio

first attaipt to land, tut was succossful on the sccond, and

1D

m n’ m “ wu mm. ”J G VI AUAAL B VAR er wmte ww -
An Angy tm-w %

mmmmﬁmmmﬁm (Vs 430 520).
MAIDAY. : 'l!po Mrovaft Copmander, 1/LT WILISEY was wunded on Ma

he piclkod up three emvivers., The compilof, L7M Edimrd We

PA"IDI‘&;H, LBL'R, 719635’ end tho gunnor, ADJB Ho1m.rd ”o “Wy IBH,"

370 19 08, ware killod in the initlal oruosi. Seaualf 305 ma J.ntax'
destroyod by Secwolf 309 and 323, | |
‘ ANARD PRiSAITED

LCDR ‘Hllionm Ro LAl Din"cdnguiehmi Fly:ing Cyoos
LT tiolton E. DeFRIES Bronzo Star |
LTI Thaws J. HCOIT, Jr. Sinjle Action Alr iicdal

LTJG Louls P. CAIIDANA Single Aetion Adr iiodel

Ai52 Barl J. GUIHAUSLL Sinslo Actiom Aly iledad

AC2 Richard L. TOUILE o Sintlo Action Adr 'ednd
(¥4 R

ADg2 Robert Do RGGLLS. O Sir~le Action alr iedal

At approdnataly 0020 on 26 Mrrch 1969, enxyy forces noriared
NSAD Dong; Tam, whére HA(L)«3 Dete 4 and 6 werco shaglags Dnring
the athck Dot 6 crevs erdoavered to man their halicorhers and €fly
then 1o oafety, but both helicopters rore éestrc;red by an exyﬂ.ozling
anmudbion dump. As & rasult of b e, expleglon, 170G 81fred Ac aU’m,
USNR, 713031, wns killed. Following such destriustinng there ere

runerous acts of covrage d‘cnons-trated by Dot A-and 6 persomel o

rescue the injured pllots and other wounded mgn, as a result of the ¥

eremy attack, -three HA(E)-3 hellcopters were destroyed.
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llm-a* m, m ‘h W 194.9 and azsunnd OTE 19‘-9.&3-
3ty ng o\ Yoo Kome . "

g

v ’!5{(" tbb‘y

3&»/, ;
‘*mm.ummmm-uu:am
.muumno-m.. The arev chief, A01 (Mllie J. mm, u:n:,

B B R AR T X
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ma'wﬁm&mm#mm&< o
R BB 00 3

" SN

-ﬂ4””vumh1ﬁum mmmm-w
umuymmﬂmmmom.moaamm A
munan;t'mamum.mmmmmnmaum;
umuunmgcmumm-@mm..mmmzé
 wrashof and, boret dmte Clares, Tho pllet, oo-pliot, ond ame mrommna 14
mmymmucmwn.mmmm,mmu.am. .

Blly, TI4 5% 93, voa pirmdd &n the urecinge and airned to deatite HNM
30 Tosousry ca the 50000 vore proventod fro adding (ROGS booimne of ¥
Wdnnnoe cloard the alrorcft. ‘ ;;;

w Ocmnndina Offioer of 1A (L)-3,
DR B. Be YABGER, USH, rclievod ICDR Ve Mo IAIKI, USIl, o8 Offt.cars
Mmgo.”hn(h)d. Dot FI78, otationod aboard tho TMR! 16 ut.
Thhu Doas ) | N

Soavolf 305 end 320 of BA(L}! =3, Det THRRE, vere a ldcht mmmea

assigmmamatozompmnmumuwuwab Y

| m
‘toam €lew aczoss the border and were token 1

weapens fire. Tho wing ship, Saauwelf 320,

ard crashed ih Canbedfan teoitory. The vﬂJo

I Je
a Wt '711(\/‘)’7. rlm A \-114\4 kEnhial
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umqwtmm.muw, ,
un-unm“.nau--um,u:...n. PaOE, :r..
--u-m.ymmc. Tie 1oad eidp, Sosvalf 305, was kit in

u-mmqn-u.mnmmm.smw
X5153986, mv br;c‘p of 30, The arev of Y05 nuhudnd
defensive puw- um firo to the advoncing enexy, |

m:-u.’.‘"-o.u hdddpn-pﬂot.umdmnr )
u-umumuumobmomma.-w-mmm

1w mmu nnm napq ADFY Layd T. VLLLLJS expored |

" dmself to aut cnq tln ia an att.pt to resovo the crww of 33)
atd vao atle to save PAGE, After many oouragoous eforts to Jui, ; ;
te Ay 8lick was finally able o plok uwp the survivors of loth miews, |

Mvtho houoopt. vas Ltting in the air, LIJG Joooph P, HNT, L8N, i
705765, the loed ship plot, was fatally wourded, Tho oordlos,
IOLR KSYESs arow chief, JDVY WILLIAMS; and muwner #ll.Denrds R, LY i.'f
moodvad no wmﬁ.. Te obesrior All Charies LuSLI vas oo.'ﬁ.mul.'y" e
Anjuried by eney fire.

AWY Llogd T, WILLIANS llavy Crone ;;‘
1WGLR Jamon L. KEYES , “3vor Star k
141G Jomoerh P, ILRT S4lvor Star

WTIG iicherd .o ARDON ' Alr iudnd I

PPN P Cee

WT4G Jmd €y CWJTLE ALE Leced

e e

WJ3 jdchael SUHAFER. OCXER AMr (o]

iN Docig 17, ILEY Fivrza Stor
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Distinguishod Fl7in: Croan
SPL m ﬁ- \'A} m | | Distinguished Fl:i:v: ‘ttu:z:2

au Jack I, sumu S1lver Stax LT

Q
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o OEhmRL
1 MY uonw muk m» Squadron TWUR (BA(L)=3) ves sostgoed |
peredneat drty stetios Mob Pxy vios Vang Tau,
44 1AY demwols 310 dlm_.)-a, Det 8IX, orashed due to mechanical failure
-n take oﬂ' a% My Tho, No perscmnel casunitioa ocoured,
24 \Y COR We K. X, SEKIO, USK, reliewd LT H. B. L NS, Ul co O-floan
i1n-Charge BA(L)«3, Det IWO, loos ted at !Ma be,

1 LCDR W. P FRANKLIR, UWSH, relie »d LLDR Donndaz STIEY, Uy, g uIican

in.Charge Hi{L)=3, Det €, abvar UsS GA:liT Col iy 8 FAR S TR
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Coptetn Josiph R, FAULK relieved Cuptain Avttur ¥, PRIGE, Jr.,

4 W
| uW&mhtmlluvo.

7 UL tu(L)-a; Dot SIX, arrived on board USS JENIIKGS CUNTY {IST 2:€),

3 VL HA(L)=3, Dot EIGIT was noaijinod to CTQ 194,9 and taeporwrily
ar A.M to !q [tinh to assiiet Dat 7, providing close wuir ¢ i wrh
tor M\Il Nl“l in tho uppe:* Yan Co Dong Mwor 1u Dptnv‘uuu Suau i
BM. L i‘? ' , ;
TR uss.l“n:u'xl‘svom (mw.) loge 4te 3500th helo lancing, | -
N} el o
RN m(x.)-a, Pt R, mownd fron the U3 WASIGE COUNTY (LT 1107) to ua
U3 WINDMAY QOUNTY (wr 117%).

§ 10 TA(L)e3, Dot EIGHT, mcrvd aloard fhe USS m MTE CURYY (LT ezs) to;:

bo ataticnsd off the cost cf Muok fta o tho GUAE of ThitZw's .

‘ R rml m:mm for htalquarters fire toan oocrunosd, S

© @ 10 Soawelf 31, Jet EIGIT aroshed on talueoff frow the LSS ILJiNTY G |,

R. L. BROYU, USH, P81 35 61 wvas killnd in the uocidont,

a5 U Headquarters ﬁ.n tean "'le i gpevatior il 4nt Mrh Tiagy witd “hree

arovs assuming dut;} on  rofating tuols,

i UoS HAQUTT COUNTY (LST 826) beceme firul abip of her clun o log
5,000 ocoddent freo hel \oopt wr landin:.

« '} Seawolf 300 of HA(L)-3, Det IIGHT, was trcught dowm by nros firn,

Ono crewsaa, ADJ3 Dandel Eo ABLLY, D71 A1 5, 'weelvod ger 7o ,l

wodg, T “'
i i i
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78 mmul.uu..a.,m ralieved LOIR Deunis ¥, STRE!
W. uMﬂlm-a. Det BIGHT, located at Raeh

z:m nm.a,mmmmmmmumm.omum ,

| nmmmwmummsm.
Q103 ¢ :v."”‘:'z;y
1 oc! mu. u.m.w.mcmw. 5. K. 8ERIO, USK, ss
| otmm nm-a. Det TWO at Nbu Be,
HOWBIS R SHE +
18 NOV OIR Ksoneth A, HAMHAN, USN, 636776, relieved LCIR James C.
JLAIRE, USN, 629685, ns Officerwii.Charge UA(L)<3, Det I'OUR,
looated at Ben lac, , :
3 NOV LGDR Vietor BSGK, Usl, 629515, rellovod LCDR Willdew P, PRANKL
USN, 616149, as OfficrvineCharge AA(L)«3, Det 81X, sta:ing ou
- Song W D°°o
ECRT 3
¢ DEC LCDR D, B. LEE, USN, 3slicved LCDR B. ¥, LOMWLIST an Off'icere
in-Charge HA(L)«3, Dot. TIRGE staging at Ving Gia,
14 DEC LT J. S. WOLITEWICZ r¢liuved CDR W, V. WEVZEL as Officy «wlnwe
Charge HA(L)=3, Det %) at tha Ia,

;1 PEC Seauolf 313, Dot TW® ¢ ashed on a low level recorm.s’in:
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thiaopanuonu wcl.dont.
First l‘ourotmn.).‘lm of edght UH-1L's a1 boerd wmmnh

Thuy and ready for FRALGRD's Operutionn, When ll eight Whil's :

amxodﬂudtho %o al mmber of A/C on boerd wi'l Mo 41, |
I’cmnnol aumnoo vas increased to 161 offioers ard 479 ealis )

m(x._)g, Dot VO ot NiA BE.
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