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Hal icopt.er 'M.t.acle (Li;h*) ovaguaaron THRLE . niclnared Hn::- .,ua\-ml'v"’»_
i5 hendquartared at Binh: Thuy, locut Jl in mu beait of Ltha 1 .f«mg Delta,:
85 riler southwest of Saigon, Rejei Ak of et HA(L)- 3 ir yhuondy
1q,m‘ attack nelicop’v(.v 'quu ron R AT . Mary. A 1

1 o o !
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("H‘t..\in Rﬂ.{nu]da Beckadth had eawmrred of HA(L)--3 :
to 14 dpril 1970, when relieved b Crt. dia fartia J. "w.‘ AT PO Uu“w
Treviiiopally, llfs(l. =3 cowey vnde. 'w camrug of Yess Force LI0 anad is
'*'81;;x.zted as Task Grovg L16.7. ‘ihe iquadren iu conpesed: 0F the hows
bage 4 Binh Thuy and nine detichment!, located caroughout. L' x.e.e'um‘;,_
-'-""“-""- rupresenied as usk Units o ]LJ,:. vhrough ALY ) B

1 v

The primary adsgion of HA(L) -3 i3 to prov« e mm..k T .,m 3.on nr'n.!u

helocomer closa air singort for 21) haval forces ugerating ‘u Military: T
Bec¢ion I'Y and the sovlliern wect.ion ou I, ilitary Rogion 114, HvN. Togsther
With Lheos navad. fovesc, 4A(L)-3 oppebeo the dnsurpent conadst ouerrill
cRerees poving men anv supplies on Lhe aniand waburwsye Lhsu lace the Feoe
Song lieltas Uscondary nmisedions neluwewe: (1) lFire support Yor other U,
“rd beve wordd friendl: forces in the Deits, (2) Inverticn dnu punship,
o i for Seal c\pel..l Foaney (3) Lallly amed e 4(:mmru.: sancs U3agns of:
' ~3sg. ed areas of operations, (i) Ovu.‘nhu:zd apsi Logolh cover Cor bhoth
Lreocs vonvey and ship movamants, (5) funfice o, otbing For Apgy arbile: :
Lorn v Tavel Cuniive, (0) Medical evacvalions Cooa confir latwing | :
SO eften unoor wnesv Ciee, el Ledd Sat '::zr,'Jf.l;‘.l.'." erogtank (7)) U N
vasastie Nirtds of porso 1el et nzeesial Lhvougrond :
i af ".Letnam, j , ’ o
o o . ;
off 3, Decoxner 1. .‘""~, YL 2 -m. anciened 3 bell - lrogaois Il(‘l i=
R doreasiebion Al 27 O ULAR neclelsy DU ok g, 4 Ni-1L ur)cl&’lt;,
ilx modeli.  ihe ';.:»-lﬁ e Lkt iR ol e aner uacd. vs atlack i
froocar gunshdps. e UL pod DO modc s ard explloyed for contat
* st dizsions s ’ . ! R
oo GH-LL oard L treald o coh b noaeporh sl :'a.f“ *'om
o f"u‘-," and provide oo Doabienl e aprds L,‘i.wv:f‘-.i:;. natl SRS :.e“r,) unt m’
o egorg Della. Duelrg 090 the St lonsin o il 1 rastengors
Lo v powds of sarre. un S ‘Jiﬁ? Adtdions . du el .*.\m B '\.-’Ibr.\' 'L‘)-'
HERW eLpnort misusons Lhe weraverw .“.:c:&i’n""" meve ebadinad Lo Lo *
and cxloast ground Lesops e ‘.m‘ et TRy bave noso teun cuinlojed
anoatvongie cemmand pools cpovil b e 0 :-.wa'_. QNS AR 1 (R ciredci J‘i
Coovcnag akr @uo gecayl opven enn s o i
L hoaae hase suppor.t ik celagaeonls ot g med lu.lﬁ"n fey ‘,u‘..,.u.p
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: : ‘ ’ ‘ walod A
Cof 180 omom {of whiah 157, were plots, and 29, anlistod pe
- Addition m‘ taehai.dl ﬁmuun’ hm Bcn Helic

 ‘The n:lm,;gvnlh:lp 'lotm!unto are cireuurarsn :La.uy
© the home base at Binh Thuy. " This enabtles the. hase b se ti¢
tocal point 10;10?.10&11: omrnuml}.y, nnd yxoog phi,

SOl “4s. 1ocnt.sd at un Can on t.he southern tip of- hetlia
e " Mau Peainsula.’ 'Up watil 1 Septwiber, it was ‘operatang off. LY M ; L/
| an advanced:tacticul support base ualled Sea Float:’ The liy , A o
~ itions of bea Flost precludeu’ pensanent staging und crew b : 98 Ll
crews rotated om & 2h~hour on and a L4-hour off basis
_was relocated $o L0)id Anchor at Niam Can on 1 beplesber.
. £i11 for this bnu wis transported in by barge wwl & Ppei
‘ based dutach:um formed. Addit.tm were mue to the liv i

-, &l Lolid Anchor wmitil now it is quite havitaeble, with cent
. and running water. 5¢lid Anchor's area of operations’ is:d
Ca Mau l'enimuh and supports Naval crart, HEAL undle and!
Marines in the.Can Lon River and southern Mekong Delta ares

i

Det.ac!nant TuO is locat.ed at Nha Bo. Actd&liy pm-. £
Region I11, their mission is Lo keep he Long Tau blu.u
open and petrol the Rung Lat opecial qone.

. and tarkers. thould a shij: be aunk
‘cut oif from the sea until the ship c
Detachment TWO has been located at Nh
- formed in A;ril of 1967..

. ‘ ' RS ]

. Detachmont TIHKE is locatod at Ca Mau. 1t was ro].ccd,‘ 1 hex
5 August 1970 from an LYY off lia Tien. [I'reviously Letachsen
had night otaged at Vinh Gia aml the To Chau Civilian lrpsgul
‘Group Camp.” There are two air strips|at Ca Nau; the Long am

. Strips. Yacilities at the Long «trip were ninimal for qu.l.

. The bLeawolves had to elcep in the open and cat C-rations.:’
have sieadily been improved. A pem.qeut dtaging strueh
‘built and they live in the Provinca ..q:uor Advisoro' (I’M

" the Dan Dei .aecrlt wone, in ‘aoJid Ancqox-'s arva of- oper.
throushout the southern Ca Mau l'eninsula. Detachuent il
provilos mutual tmpport« Lo De:t.wh.nou Onds and uet.acmmat L d
Ca Moy Panin“ql‘a _l o ] '} ; R

b
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o URCLASSIFIED,. ...
, Datachuwent FOUR is based out of Ben Luc. They suppcrt the IBR*s oo
- and other Riverine \arfare units, " Operation Giant ilingshot, their R I
Prinary mission, 18 to interdict Viet Cong and North Vietnaxese tiroops . g i
infiltrating into South Vietnam from the Parrot's peak ard Angelfe iy Tinilg |
Wing irea of Cambedia. They also Hlace strik:s ou Luftlebag uctivat it
Dstaclment rIVh'was relocated from the YiuM-20 to the YiBH-16 ¢
which is now located south of Chau Dnc on the Basac Iiver. It operate 120
an interdiction program known as Tran Hung Dao I, obsteneibly to xéep’ T
the Viet Cong. and North Vietnunose Tran infiltrating fro. Critradia dnto, R
South Vietnam. -However, the operations also incluve wo.: _A‘:..,rs-‘t,hciT;_rm'?g i §
¢o Forest and t.even Mountuins ares, .. o Lo L B o I
Detachient IX initlally staged off an LT at the mcuthk of the bSang /= - - jo~
Ong Doc River, In 7ebruary, they comerced night staging .shore at New ' Ky e
Song Ong lioc because of the impracticability of LL1 night. operations | 2
in.the Tul? of Thailand. Their area of operations is defined as 5000 IR
ueters either side of the Hong Ong Loc River from the Gul.f of -Thailand a4
“to Ca Mau, but in actuality, ihey range north into ihe U Minh Forest,. s IR
ard south te "VC Lake®. Their mission is ito keep the vorg (ng Doe.- 5 R
River ppen to traffic and also serve as a blocking force for Vie?;;Cm&_'. -
and Korth Vietnimesu troops attempting to travel touth to bolid Anchoy. .
On 20 Ociobe: ATLB Song Ong Uoc was totally destroyed by an ensmy morti .
and rocket aitack. Detachment SIX reslocated aboard the ULS GARKETT : |- |
COURTY (1.T-786) in the Gulf of Thailand anc became fully opurativnal -
. both day and night aboard the ship. S L
Detachwont UEVEN moved frow Ben Luc to Dong Ta and began ‘suppor g .
operation Tran Hung Dao 8 and 14. Basically Letac'.went VI, represent. .‘i
air support for the riverine forces in an attempt to‘est.ub]..‘i.sh.\t.hd,‘;‘-gd‘v” gL
ment of Louth Vietnam influence in Kien loa Province. Kien Hoa' in the X f

seat of the urigin of tne Viet Cong aovewont. Letachment LLYLN. support

* Seals, boats and the Army in Lhe area. !
Detachment, EIGHT operated from .. LST off Mach (ila u:til. & Febroury, 4

'1970. Bucause of the fmpracticsbilily of Lut aight operatiune; they wo
~to Huch Ciu, and operated frum the snurt strip whilc living in the;town! - §
A% Gia. As part of Operation Soeu-chturﬁ‘, Detacluent 1AGIf acts. as: th ﬁ“ g
second line Interdiction program, Viet Cong 1ove througa Letachment FiVEI il H
area of operation into Detackment EIHT's drea and then south. to the U Hink 4
Forast. Tecnnically Detachmont EIGH1 patrols belween Loag {iuyon and R&q}% g

Gia, but actially thsy work the Thres Sistgrs Mounl.ains “rf’.‘.",‘df‘*'b’the’“
Minh Forest, » E

_Detachment. NINE is stationed on the YRBM-21 al An Leug. *Last: fall:
thgy moved o Hoe Hoi in order to be more centrslly located wi. hin the
area of opsrution. However, the Monsocns soon radn ta2 livin_] 0
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" of the door mounted .50 cal machine gun and the door mounted mmi-gun,

that during this time Detachment NINE slwsys had vn up fireteam. Operstiomidy

a8 the "Ditolf,; vm_cm,ly th-y besan poriodiouny worlc.mg wich ‘:EALe" in el

‘the first official tactics manual in May, HA(L)~3 borrowed the ~actics Irc-

at Moo Hu lnt.olonbh and‘ theg woro rorcnd to reloclt.e at Bon l.uc iii t.ho ;
spaces previously oboupded.by Detachment LEVEN. Thuse spuces ‘bud buen 1.5
strippsd clean so Detachment NINE moved back to the YREM-21. It 18 notew

Barrier Reef finds Detactmmt NINE as part of the interdictiun program set: <ijid .
up along the Cambbodian border, They alsc patrol the Grand Canal. refered LoXios )

opont.:lcm at m 1.

During May uu_..imo of thio yoar Dutachnent.s muu, rm., unm,'- 2
and TIRE operated: in Casbodia in supjort of Trang Hung Dao X1, the mission:icx)
was to seek out ard: uootroy enemy arms supplics caches in the VC’ sanctmil !
of Cimbodia. The "Sealords” combat support aircruft played a vitael role in-is °
providing Camand and Control functions and lifting v:\.tal pm-t.s and mterm.;'. %5
to the river boats engaged in the oporation. T : -,_—.w . '

‘rhe squadron. coutinuany updnt.ea all areas of opemtion. beJJ.ahh‘z“

the Marine Corps and the Ammy who had previous experience in this area. i 73ty
Feginning in Auguet an all Navy operation began with Sealord ailrcraft inserting®
U.S5. Navy LEAL teems with Seawolf gunship support. This combination’proved
80 effective that it is now a cormon occurance and a mattor of '-out $0. s

coordinate bLAL o'orationo in th.tn manner. . LT LA

T oI

provides superior coversge and firepower when breakihg off firom the targoﬂ;g- ‘
At the same time-it enabler & greater flexlbility in the dirwetion of by
and target reorientation patterns. A new mount of channeled aluminum .
instituted inh the door mourted mini-gun system, greatly decroas:ing’ the:wedg
of the system. The nount is balanced to fire at & ninety deyren anglé tha-
aircraft's longituuinal axis shouid the guwiner lose control. 'Muintenance
has been simplified in that the cuuwbersome wiring of the uini-gm brain: hus |
been replaced by & standard squadron control bux which fils into an m::i of

the shouldo:- was rsplaced by the Deltzx Hodel which mcormrat.es a but.torny
grip and requires a nount for firing. The fixed machine gun Sagzami mount.
Lae Delta Model was a vertical pole which attached to the forwuid .edge! ‘of.
he hard mount and held the M-60 in a longitudinally horizontu). plane.’.
Phis configuration caused the spent brass o be ejccted from a left door
jun directly toward the symchronised elevator and tail rotor.: To: pment )
yraesing of the tail rotor, the Odom Hount was developed, whmh hus a point A |
»f attachment at right angles to the vertical pole (instead of i top, of it JHRA:

ind brass is ejected away .from the synchroniszed elevator and tail rotor

[ IR : S



. ‘, JM* S 5 BN GUNFUJENTIM. ‘
Development cont.inmd tran this po:l.nt., rosult.:mg in a dual mownted or '
tvh)il:-h(;o e;‘ﬂmtio:;l Att;chmt to the vertical mount plices the M-€0's , i
on e r side ] e. The g are rotated ninety degrues: along the, . |
longitudinal axis so that one ejects brass upwards and the othet down.- . . A
The dual mount pute out twice the firepauer of a «u.nglo n-w md provm.tcs
for continnous prot.ocb:l.on ahould one gun go down. , e

i
{

A bra.ss dcﬂector for the pylon mount,od mini-gun was acqu..rod from tho G
U.S. Amy supply. This llx‘tht]y curved metal blade directs the flow of '
spent brass down and away iiom the synchroniseu elevator and neasunbli
assists in the. mtion ¢’ bnaeod tail rot.ors. ,

A S ST Tt

v " Maintenance is :I.ncorpor tting into oporat.l.oml UH~-1L and Ul(~.u\ Sealord
aircraft beefed up hard mouiits capable of hundling either two nineteen
shot rocket pods. or .two f:l.w hund red pom& bombs, A sighting sy:tem is
placed in each chin bubble, as Lhe bombs may be sighted from either seat.
Experimental worl: has been ¢mducted Lo determine the feasibiliity of clcar:lng
helicopter landirg sones wita this weapon. Present planning ailows tor the. .
eventual conversion of all 3ealord aixcmft, gmtl,y increuam._, t.ho e
‘versatility of tt.e aqundrou : -

,., .

Evaluations were conduc ted u:i.th models 18, 19 and 20 door anomt.ed :.o-n
grenade laurchers. Model 19 is a high velccity system which piroved
unacceptable in that it damaged the tirframe in which it was nnuntod. Thes
model 20 low velocity systes and mouel 18 Yorgan grander fired sufely, but
were reliable at only a shurt range, and t.herefora inetfective for harruﬂn
_and int.erdictim (& I) ﬁt-n. ER

During 1970, 33,973 hours were flown m HA(L)=3'4dreraft. Amunit;lcn
expended incluied 15,909,[;"0 rounis of 7.t2mm; 108,297 - 2,75 inch rockouoy

gun ammnition,

) Of the 429 en allottec i y the Hanpmer Autiorization for |lA(L)-3 s
avoral e of 420 nen were 4stijned for ihe yeur, Five first term enlntna
reenlisted during the calom!u r year 1970, 4ad fifteen career enlistees : ¥’ !
reenlisted during the same ::riod. Advancements in rate included 52 nen to
B~4, 4,6 men to E~5, 2 men L E~6, or man to E~7, and cne wan t.o E-8.,

Eight special court ma: ,Lals wers convened; during 1970. 0f t.he 8 cam, @' &
one involved the possission of marijuana, two were for unauthorized absences, ;i .
four were for curfew violations, and one was dismissed. 108 cases of v:lo].nt@u §
of UCMJ were heard at Captains Mast. 28 resulted in nonjud:val. pinichment,| i "
Tho Giiwsio weio desoioo. - Ome nther instence of posseszsion of marijuana w,ﬁ i
transferred to Naval buppo"t. Activity, Seigon for legal processing: One .4
Administrative Uischarge Board was held which resulted in the awarding of: an’
administrative dischavge to the accused, Jleven offenses of unuuthor \zed
abae.nce were neported Thure were no desertions :m 1970.

wuwmn
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“equipment, and repair parts for Uli-1L end HH-1K aircraft on an emergency basif’'

" Naval Supply Depot, bubic Bay, P.I. Requisitions for items not available.&

I
O GeNEwsBmED

In 1370 there were 8 successful autorptations caussd by engine failures :
or other malfunctions, . One airoraft :as later destroyed by TACTICAL AlR -
STRIKES due.to heavy enemy giound fire in the area. Two aircralt were known
Lo have been shot down and destroyed. Two airsraft were ditched in water,” ™ }
one of which was ,sunk and unrecoverable. ' There were four hard landingz; which:
resulted in substantinl damage, two cﬁp’musor explosions which resulted in/
destruction of the engines and limited dasage to the aircraft, and two ' "’
aircaft dameged dus to gunfirs. There were six crushes other than those
already mentioned. Casualities included 10 killed, three injured,and &
total of eight aircraft coiypletely destroyed in 1%70. o .

A rather unigue situation exists in the HA(L)--3 Malerial Control Divis
Material Control utilises both the Army and the Navy supply systems in 773"
procuring repair parts, ground support equipuent and other supplies {'in*ll,uppgﬁ
of squadron opsrations, Under various Interservice Sup;art Agreements, th..:% K
Army provities all repair pirts for the UH-1B and WH-1C gunships; all replacemes
T-53 engines, both L-11 and L-13; armament systems and special combat:support y

wvhen the required items are not available in the Navy system. The Navy sys
is the primary source of repair parts for the UH-~1L and HH-1K aircraft; . -
provides all general mainienance sup;:lies such as hand tools, lubricants,’
all comon harcware items; flight gear and administrative supplics and
habitatility items. : S

The Fleet Aviation Sup;ort Unit (FALU), Binh Thuy, Supply Dept. servesi . i
as the local stocking and processing point for aircraft repair parts; generalis -
maintenence supplies and administrative supplies. FALU also serves .authi?f‘“-" g
primary liaison point betwesn HA(L)-3 and cuppori¥ng Army and Navy supply ' :i'rh
activitiss. The Naval Support Activity Detachment, Binh Thuy, Supply.

serves as local stocking and processing point for habitability items;.
and personnel combat support equipment. L

The supply chain varies depending upon the items rcquired. ~ For Amy items,; -
the chain is HA(L)=3 to FASU, Binh Thuy to the 611th Trunsportution Co, at?iild '
Vinh Long, RVN, then to tae Aviation Materials Munageument Center (AMMC) .at'’ 3
Saigon. When the required item is not available in WVN, the requisition 13
passed by AtMC to various Aray Supply Depots in the United States. . Navy :!
requisition for aircraft cepair parie; general mazintennnce supplies; flight
{ear and adninistrative supplies are passed fruu HA(L)-3 to FASU, then toy

Subic Bay are passed to virious Naval Suppiy activities in the United States
Requests for habitability items ard clothing are sent to NuAD Binh Thuy!then:

to the Naval Support Activity, Saigon, and from there to various Naval:supply?
points in the United States. j L Al

During calender year 1970, HA(L)-3 Material Control Divielon personnekiji '
processed a total of 16,132 requisitions of all types of which 12,170 wm{,ﬁ g1
Amy requisition and 3,953 were Navy requisition. Operating fund expenditures; *
for 1970 totaled $516,079.33 of which $366,615.02 was expended for: fusl andi
$149,464 .31 went -for NSA items. Averags toial cost per flight hour for the 1 -
year was $15.25 which compares very favorably with the ALRPAC average cost /i .

— - .
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The & jor pr‘oblﬁn ,ai"eas ehcdmxte

ve- loosely catagorised under t
operation and commsunications.
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hree headings;
Under tmnsportat

down time was due to supply.delsy which can be 8

lengih of Lhe supply lines with attonding transportation delays. “hvavage |
Trensportaticn Co. at Vioh

delivery Lima for items requested f1rom the 611lth
Long i2 2.9 days; for items cbtained from AWNC Salgon,

9,4 days for EDP-(i(it-5-G) vhich is equipment d ,
rezdy - supply - grounded plus 28.6 days for Army Priopity 2 (EOlS:H) which
is not. overttional ready - not fully equipged. havy requisitions p{zﬁﬂcd 1o
-12 days delay for top
initions wh

NSU Subic Bey, P.1. averaged 10
delivery time for luwer priorjty requ

Ezy art for higher priorily items which are pasp
acticn ic cowputeu :n wecks rather than}, days.

The dual systea operation, of which the wajority of ‘repdir purtd are iy
requesiett through the Amy Supply System wiich although bLasically 9 e ized%i
along the sue 1lines as the Navy sysien, ' ARt
termdnology ani paparwork totally aiifsrent. _
HA(3 :--3 nust underg) & coinorehensive oi~the--job trelaing prograu hafore Lhe;
gein encuzh knowledge and xperience to work elfective
wainienance of duzl onier logs; supply catalogsit i
nditares of additicnul manhoust .

Acditionelly, it rejuires the

and status and turnein files w
for adoinistrative functimse which; in fact,
efiectiveinss of the supply effort. -

Comnication difficulties encountered in this area are an outgi‘mth“;bf?
the othzr two proilem Areas, current and comprehensive statue and shipping.
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of designation and aiso are entitled to wear the U.L. Navy Air Crew Wings.

. namese children at t.1e Providence Orphanage in neighboring Can Tho.

* in Vietnaua are perhass magnified due to the fact that the children there arl"f’a‘

esurrounding squadrons in the Binh Thuy, and Can Tho area, great siriues o

serve as un alr to growmd interpretsr.’ The second ‘phase of the progrem has:
been expanded to esmphasize pilot and cockpit fanilisrisation along with the.
previous syllabus. The secoud phase is a wore concentrated curficulum in-::
cluding 60 hours of giound school and tutoring in navigation, caumunication

tactics, aerodynaiics, powerplants, and emorgency procedures, Upon suc— .l ¢
cessful completion o their classroom work, each student is given twenty *;
hours of special crew time in the juap seat for generl flight obuervatiom,:
followed by thirty hours of left seat tiwe and two 1.5 hour intensive train-

ing hops. Upon completion of the program, the siudents are granteu a lette

IA(L)-3 had one doctor assigned to the squadron, Dr. Guilllermo Vasques., ,;2
The life of a Navy Flight Surgeon is busy, especially in & war zone. He
not only provides fo:: the wedical care of the pilots and men of HA(L)~3, ‘'
but also devotes considerabls time to Lhe care and treatment of the Viet- -

N ’ s

The needs of the orphanage élthough not. unique to homes for the huncleéa=.gﬁ'_‘g

5

younger than those in wost orphanages in Vietnam. It was theve needst thut = i
caused Dr. Vasquez t5 write home, asking nis family to do what they could in:f |
his home town. Lr. Jasquez also sent a tape retbsding home which described .y
his work at the orphanuge. ‘The tape was aired through a local T.V. station,
and as a result several hundred pounds of nceded medical supplicu were sent.
In addition, he asked for baby bottles and nipples. Over 2,000 bottles and:
nipples have been saat. | | _ B RS

There have been shipients of needed clothes collecteu around Lake -
Charles, Louisiana and mailei through Preferreu Airlift Prograw (PAL).
Througch the efforts of Dr. Vasquez and other persounel of HA(Lj-3 and

have been made ir helping this orphunajge. Every baturday Dr. Vasquez or
an amy doctor visits the orphanage, anu supply as much meuical aid as
available. It is through efforts such as these, thut sowe of lne pain Lo
involved in a way can be easid, and guch beiter relatiout develo,eu with
the peoples of Louth Vietnam. E - R

o : B




