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Photograph provided by Davis F. "Doc" Ball»

Most of this graduating class was sent to Thailand to begin manning the stations that would comprise

11 November 1966

the new Armed Forces Thailand Network (AFTN). .

The AFTN key station begins operating at Korat RTAFB

6 December 1966 General Hunter Harris, Commander-in-Chief, PACAF, endorses proposal for
television in Thailand
3 February 1967 Broadcast station at Nakhon Phanom begins operating.
5 February 1967 Headquarters. AFTN assumes operational control of affiliate stations.
8 February 1967 First AFTN station manager’s conference held at Korat RTAFB.
10 February 1967 Network begins feeding programs to outlets from Korat RTAFB
May 1967 AFNB teletype service begins at Korat RTAFB
AFTN Facilities
Station II On Air Date
AFTN- Takhli 3 May 1966
AFTN- Korat 11 November 1966
AFTN-Nakon Phanom 19 December 1966
AFTN-Ubon 1 April 1967
AFTN-Udorn 16 April 1967
AFTN-Utapao 30 May 1967
Hq AFTN 11 November 1967
AFTN Unmanned Satellites
Satellite Stations On Air Date
Mukdahan June 1967
—_—
Phitsanulok June 1967
Chieng Mai June 1967
Green Hill (Khao Khieo) June 1967
538™ Eng Const Batt 8 November 1967
561* Eng Const Batt (Sakhon 15 November 1967
Nakhon)
Camp Cloudy (Phu Khieo) 10 December 1967
Camp Vayama 6 February 1968
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Lopburi (Koke Kathein) 23 January 1968
Khon Kaen 11 February 1968
go9th Eng 12 March 1968
Bang Pla 25 April 1968
Kanchanaburi 8 May 1968
7" RRFS-Ramasun Army Station 17 February 1968
Phu Mu 3 May 1968
4 June 1967 New Network building for Headquarters AFTN becomes operational
3 July 1967 Major Thomas G. Martin assumes duties as Chief, AFTN, vice Lieutenant
Colonel Jack R. Olsen
August 1967 Voice line from Armed Forces News Bureau in Washington, D.C. installed at
Hgs. AFTN
22 October 1967 First shipment of taped electrical transcriptions sent to outlets.

2-3 November 1967  Second AFTN station Manager’s Conference held at Korat RTAFB

1 December 1967 Contracts with Associated Press and United Press International signed for
radio and . journal wire services.
5 December 1967 Second shipment of taped electrical transcriptions sent to outlets.

10 December 1967 AFTN begins Audience Survey at all outlets.

12 December 1967 DCA SAM THALI initiates
1000 HZ tone to align all
channels associated with the

KVH-7 and B-030 circuits. amed forces thailand network

15 December 1967 MACTHALI Public Affairs

e T T T e — .
Office receives AFNB voice C s T el v
line and teletype circuits in AUDIEN CE \S'URVE_Y——I
their conference. LL I T B R A

31 December 1967  AFTN audience survey

terminates

April 1968 AFTNA receives verbal notification of 12 enlisted position losses- - effective
FY 69.

April 1968 COMUSMACTHALI J-6 assigns UHF Channel 74 to AFTN for TV tests

5 April 1968 AFTN-N initiates request for circuit priority on B-030
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August 1968 Marathon broadcasts by AFTN affiliates in Ubon and Takhli net $ 21, 700 for
charity
August 1968 Restricted Programs Materials/Music

27 September 1968  AFTN Deputy Chief and Korat local station PD travel to Saigon’s 7AF (DXI)
and a localized combat news service begins in cooperation with 7 AF’s Tape
Center

30 September 1968 Chief, AFTN, departs Korat for SAAD and AFRTS-LA to view TV vans and
provide necessary coordination for TV installation

5-7 December 1968 Station Manager’s Conference at Korat
11 December 1968 Temporary TV antenna arrives at AFTN-Nakhon Phanom
12 December 1968 Corrected interservice support agreement, for TV manning, is submitted

for approval.

16 December 1968 AFTN-Nakon Phanom TV installation crew arrives at NKP
18 December 1968 The C-124 Globemaster carrying the NKP van arrives, and is unloaded at
NKP
19 December 1968 FY70 budget estimate is forwarded for approval. Because of increased TV
commitments, budget for fiscal year 70 will be $ 28,000.

20 December 1968 First full-duplex operation on teletype circuit R-510 is confirmed with the
AFRTS News Bureau in Arlington, Virginia.

25 December 1968 AFTN-TV Nakhon Phanom beings program tests with Christmas Day
programming.

31 December 1968 VOCO approval is received for official sign-on from Royal Thai

Government officials, on 3 January 1969.

1Jan 1969 The new AFTN
manning documents cuts 12 slots,
including an admin specialists as TV
requirements grow.

Uhleng-Mal

J1emng lous

AFTN receives a request for
extension of TV service to isolated
Camp Ruam Chi Chai and Camp
Change Pradit, which would require AR )
microwave relay from Nakon
Phanom RTAFB. AFTN requests
study of the proposal by the tonihane O Crean 4101
Sacramento Army Depot.
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3Jan 1969 AFTN-TV Nakhon
Phanom takes the air at 1430 hours.

v.,..w

5 Jan 1969 A serious video outage
within a TK-22 camera signs the
AFTN-NKP television station off at
2200 hours.

LEudt

B e LI L NS ST

6 Jan 1969 Procurement begins for
Project 96, as microwave systems are
requested for Camp Vayama and Hill
272.

. flein/xey Stations

O teoratar stationc

9 Jan 1969 Replacements found in-country, and AFTN-TV Nakon Phanom resumes broadcasting. Hq
AFTN orders an extra camera as “stand-by” to preclude a similar event in the future.

23 Jan 1969 Sacramento Army Depot awards the contract for procurement of 616
television receivers for use at all Thailand bases. :

31 Jan 1969 Joint U.S. Military Advisory Group forwards a request for extension of radio
service to its Nong Hahn site.

1 February 1969 Sensitive Material Guidelines (declassified)

12 March 1969 AFTN-TV Udorn signs on the air

AFTN-News initiates “Conference Calls” on the Network line to provide
immediate command ability, while offering news and production material for
television and radio.

14 Mar 69 7/13 AF Commander asks the U.S. Ambassador’s assistance in obtaining Thai
government approval for FM radio service at Don Muang RTAFB.
19 Mar 69 First 69 television receivers received from Sacramento Army Depot.
27 Mar 69 AFTN-TV Korat signs on at 1500 hrs.
31 Mar 69 AFTN”’s Manning Document provides for additional spaces to man TV in
Thailand.

Chief, AFTN, asks for help from the U-Tapao Base Commander in assuring
that local base support, critically behind schedule, will meet deadlines for TV
Project 96 (Camp Vayama and Hill 272)

Mar 69 ABC and Associates Press news film and slide services are contracted.

2 Apr 69 AFTN-TV Takhli begins broadcasting at 1800 hours

7 Apr 69 Installation and operations are “finalized” at AFTN-TV Ubon, preparatory to a
first broadcast. A demonstration for U.S. embassy and Thai officials is
offered.
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<4Back-Network History Timeline for
1970-1973»

http://bobwertzecm.tripod.com/AFTN/NetworkHistory/timeline.htm 11/20/2013





