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Chuyén tham Ottawa va
tugng dai “Me béng con
vugt bién”

. Canada, ding vao nhing
ngay mua Xuin dang khéi
sac. V6i cdi se lanh clia mia
déng con rét lai, hoa cang
dnh ndng ryc rd cia mét
sdng mua xudn, tac cho
ching toi su ndo nic dé l4i
xe tit Montreal xuéng thi do
Ottawa, tham tugng dai ky
niém “Me bdng con vugt
bién”, sang tac clia mat didu
khic gia ngudi Viét Nam.

Léng long gida troi la
hinh tugng mét ba Me mién
Nam vdi do ba ba udt ddm
gi6 suong, béng con trén tay
hét hai chay, chay nhuc6 ca
mét doan quan hén loan dudi
sau lung. Sy chuyén séng
nhip nhang cta déi chan rin
chic cing véi sic gié bay
tung trén mdi téc va véi dda
con duge bdng rat vilng vang
trén tay... Tat cd, tdc gia da
dién dat ra dugc hinh dnh
mét ba Me can dam, ty tin
va ddy sitc séng.

Pac biét nhat 1a guong
mat v6i dnh mit hedng hét
nhung khéng that than, hai
hoa cing bé méi nhu dang
dién dat t4t cd sy kinh
hoang, va téc bay td toi

_ trong gié... dd tao cho chiing
to1 sy xdc déng méanh liét.
P4 c6 biét bac nhiédu tho va
nhac minh hoa vé hinh dnh
va tam long cao ¢a, dep ngdi
cua nhing ba Me, nhiing ba
Me nhoc nhin va ddy nuée
mit trong chién tranh, mét
cufe chign nhu khong bao gi¢
tan, d€ rai lai khé day, lai
tat bat, khong ké gi dén
mang séng minh, chéi véi
dat diu con di tim Ty Do.

Ngay me t6i vde toi trén
vai, cung vdi nhing gid,
nhing xdch, 16i théi lé&ch
théch doc theo quéc 1§ 13
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chay vé Sai Gén, chic téi
ciing bing tufli vdi dita bé
trong tugng day. Va réi vai
nim sau, bing sy cd ging
va hy sinh cda me, ching
téi dd vugt thodt dugc t6i
bén bd tu do.

Bay gid, nhing dda tré &
tudi t6i, & tubi dda bé trong
bite tugng khi theo me ra di
ciing déu thanh céng trong
mot xd héi mdi. Toi hiéu

_riing, d€ dugc hai chit Ty Do,

me t6i, me cia dda bé va
rat nhiéu ba me da phai trd
bing moi gid...

Dudi chan tugng dai la
nhifng vong hoa ma tdi dodn
12 cta nhiing ngudi dén tham
mang téi. Tiéc ring, toi da
quén khéng nghi téi viée dat
mét bé hoa trude tugng dai.
BYi n6é mang ¥ nghia cia
long tuéng niém dén nhimg
nguoi d4 ra di nhung ching
bao gi¢ tdi, nhiing ngudi da
dé xdc lai trén bién déng va
mudn phuong

Tuy khing c6 nhing trang
hoa sic mau ruc ré nhu bao
ngudi mang téi dat truée
tuong dai, nhung sdu xa
trong t6i 1a sy biét on déi
vii -cong déng Ngusi Viét
Canada va digdu khac gia
Pham Thé Trung, tdc phdm
cia dng da goi cho ching t6i
nhé lai tdm guong ddy hing
trang cda nhing ngudi Me
Viét Nam, nhing hinh anh
va néu khéng c6 mét bidu
tugng nao dé git lai, thi véi
nhip séng tat bat va day
lao xao noi qué ngudi, moi
thit, moi didu déu sé bj quén
lang... .

NGUYEN KHAI THU

University of Berkeley CA.



trong phit mgc niém c¢é
chiéu nhiéu hinh dnh vé mé
bia clia cdc anh hung tisi g
Nghia trang Quan doi Bitn-g
hoa, khién cho nhiéu ngudi
¢am dong.

Tiép dén ba Leé Nguyén ™nhém chuyén vién théng

V¥, qua phu cta Tuéng Lé
Nguyén V¥, Tu lénh Sudoan
5 B6 Binh 44 tu sdt sau khi
biét tin Chinh phi VNCH
dd ra lénh buéng sing,
khéng tic chién nifa, 44 duge
tuyén duong tai budi Hai ngd
30 Nam nay.

Ban T3 chic cing tuyén
duong ong Robert Funseth,
cyu Thy truéng Bo Ngoai
giao Hoa Ky d4a né luc
thuoung thuyét vdi chinh
quyén CSVN tra ty do cho
nhifng tu nhan chinh tri va
cho ho cung gia dinh duge di
dinh cu tai nudc ngoai. Cb
Thanh Ngoc, con gdi va cling
1a chédu ngoai cfia hai ciu tu
nhdn céi tao da doc mét bite
thu cam ta va trao cho ong
Funseth bang ghi nhén sy »
tan tinh gidp d& cda éng dé
hang tram ngan ti nhan cai
tao va gia dinh ho dugc di
dmh cu & hai ngoai,

Sau d6 éng Nguyén Hivu
Luyén da dai dién nhitmg gia
dinh t0 nhén cdi tao trao
tang ba Khic Minh Tho mdt
b6 hoa dé t6 long bist on ba
va cdc chi em trong Hoi da
gidp dd hang ngan gia dinh
tu nhan duge doan tu.

mang WU SUIGURL vationatl
Bank dat tru sd tai 15605
Brookshurst St., gbm c6 mét

thao Viét ngi, Anh ngi va
T4y ban nha ngir.

Cudi thdng 3, 2005 vira
rdi ngan hang Saigon Na-
tional Bank d3 m& mét chién
dich nhim tao ra mét ngan
quy tu 13 tdi 15 triéu my
kim vdi gid 10 m¥y kim maét
¢6 phan. Ong Nguyén Kiém,
Chii tich Ngan hang cho biét
1a dng hy vong sé ¢6 duge
s0 ngan quy néi trén vao cudi
thang Tunay dé c6 thé khai
truong vao mia he ndm nay.

Céng ty bin 1é Wal Mart

khéi sy quang cdo bing

Hoa ngd va Viét ngit tai
California va Houston

Theo ban tin do nhét bdo
The Register loan bdo vao
ngay 31 thang 3, 2005 thi
ké ti ngay 1 thdng 4, 2005
cong ty bdn lé lén nhat tai
Hoa Ky 1a Wal Mart sé khdéi
sy quang cdo qua cdc dai
Phdt thanh, qua Vb tuyén
truyén hinh va trén bdo chi
bing Hoa ng va Viét nga
tai Quan Cam, Los Ange-
les, San Diego, San Frncisco
va Houston nhim gdy duge
anh hudng lén trong cdc
Céng déng ngudi Hoa va
ngugi Viét tai cac dia diém
néi trén. Ong Nita Song,
Chu tich Cong ty Quéang cdo
IW Group Inc cho bigt 1a
nhung ngudri My géc A Chau
d Hoa Ky ¢6 moét loi tie
trung binh kh4 cao va mii
luyc két hop cda ho vuot qud
360 ty my kim.-

Céng ty Wal Mart cing
dang phat trién nhanh tai
A Ch4u. Cong ty ¢6 mot
quyén lgi ldn trong cong ty
bdn l1é Selyn ¢ Nhat ban va
dang diéu hanh 44 tiém Wal
Mart tai Trung Hoa. Vao
nam 2004 s6 tién thu dugc
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"Xa chia trén mé ma dat

dai ctia xdc chét, Cong
san Viét Nam mudén xéa
di di tich tham ssdt Méu
Than 1968 tai Hué

khong néi dén nti Ngu Binh,

mét binh phong chin truge
kinh thanh Hug.

Nui Ngu Binh trude tron

sau méo,

Séng An Cyu ndng duc

mua trong.

Nui Ngu Binh duge goi

nhu thé vi 4n ngit phia Nam

Kinh Thanh nhu mét bie

binh phong, nii cao chimg
100 m cdch Huf vao khodng
hon 3 km tréng gidng nhu
mét hinh thang ¢én 461, nai
c6 tréng nhiéu théng im
mat, sau nam 1975 vi sy
nghéo d6i thiéu 4n nén co
mét s6 ddn chung da chat
nhiing ciy thong d6 dem ban

@€ lam cui, ngay nay ching

trong thém bac ha. Nai Ngy
Binh c6 ting bac cdp dé lén
xudng. Chung quanh ndi Ngy
Binh mé ma duge chén day
déc d€n ndi sau nam 1975
khéng con chd nao dé chon
thém duge. Nii Ngu Binh
ndm phia Nam lay séng
Huong lam ranh gidi, bén
trai séng Huong goi la ta
ngan, ¢6 Thanh N6i 1a noi
cdc vua chia triéu Nguyén
déng d6 trude kia, va bén
phai s6ng Huong goi 1a hilu
ngan, xung quanh Ngu Binh
gom ¢6 dan Nam Giao, Ba
Tan, Ba Don, chia Tra Am,

xém Hanh, v..v... Ddc biét
c6 mét chd dat rong rai goi
1a Ba Tan, trén dé da chén
hang ngan ngdi md da bi
Viét Cong tan sat trong dip
Tét Mau Théan 1968. Nghia
trang Ba Tin nay ndm gida
dan Nam Giao va ni Ngy
Binh.

Vao triéu dai vua Gia
Long, dd ban hanh sde 1énh
cho toan thé dan chiing Hué
biét la he duge chén cat than
nhan cia ho xung quanh nii
Ngu Binh va cac khu vie lan
can nhu Tra Am, Nghia
Hanh, xém Hanh lén tdi
dong Chia Ciu Thé Bén Ngu
va bao quanh phia Téy cia
quédn Huong Thiy ¢6 tdi
hang van ngéi md trai qua
trén hang tram nam.

B4t ngs vao khodng
thing 6 ndm 2004, toan dan
ching Hué kinh hoang lo s¢
béi mét G ngudi dn chia tién
cta trén xdc chét cta hang
van nguoi d4 chén xung
quanh khu vue nti Ngu Binh.
Mat nghi quyét cia Pang va
Nha Nuée ban hanh bat buic
dan ching phdi doi hét mo
ma xung quanh Ngu Binh
ké ca cac khu vuc xa gdn bao
gdm cdc nghia trang, ngoal
trit md ma cha o6ng cda tén
Nguyén Khoa Biém dang la

(Xem tiép trang 90)




Trién lam Bao tang Ty,
nan va Dém Hdi ngd cdce
cvu Quin nhin Bé Téng

tham muu

Mét cude trién lam Bao
tang Ty nan da dugc t6 chiic
trong hai ngay 2 va 3 thdng
4, 2005 tai nha hang
Saigon House ¢ Falls
Church, Virginia.

Cé 30 tdc pham va di vat
duge trung bay trong sé 300
di san thudc dy 4n Bdo tang
vién Thuyén nhan va Viét
Nam Coéng hoa dang duge
tién hanh va sé duge hean
tat trong 5 ndm tai céng
vién lich st Kelly Park thufe
thanh phé San Jose, tiéu
bang California.

Cuu Pai ta Va Van Lac
hién 1a Gidam déc Chuong
trinh Dinh cunguoi Ty nan
& San Jose cho biét Bdo
tdng Vién sé trung bay
nhiéu tde phdm, tai lidu va
di vdt cia hai nén Céng
Hoéa Viét Nam tir Hiép dinh
Geneéve 1954 téi Hiép dinh
Ba Lé 1973 va cudc Di tén
30 thdng 4, 1975 dén téi
céc chuyén vuot bién tif ndm
1975 tdi ndm 1995 vdi
nhiéu hinh énh v& tu Céi
tao, Kinh t& mdi, Thuyén
nhan, cdc fl‘rai Ty nan 6
Péng nam A va su x4y dung
cudc séng mdi & Hoa Ky va
& nhiéu quéc gia trén thé
gidi trong 30 ndm qua.

Td1i chiéu Chui nhat 3

thdng 4, 2005 lai c6 “Dém e  Tiép theo la budi da ticogy

Héi ngd Sau 30 Nam” cla
cdc cyu quan nhan trai Trdn
hung dao B Tong tham muu
ciing duge t6 chifc tai nha

kém theo nhitng ca khic va
trinh chiéu nhitng dean
phim lich si.

Pém Héi ngé 30 Nam

hang Saigon House. Phdn gkét thic vao lic 10 gio dém. 4

1én nhimg ngudi duge moi
tham dy dém Hgi ngd nay
la nhiing quan nhén cao cdp
thude Bé Téng tham muu
QLVNCH trudc diy, khong
phén biét quin binh ching.
Co khodng 300 ngudi tham
dy. Trong lic Quéc ca tréi
1&n thi trén man dnh c6 chidu
nhiéu hinh dnh vé nguoi
Viét trén duéng ty nan va

Ngin hang ddu tién &.
Hoa Ky do ngudi Viét
lam cha

Hai Ngan hang dau tién
do ngudi Viet Jam chii d Hoa
Ky sé khai truong vao mia
he ndm nay. Ngin hang tha
nhat mang tén First Viet-
namese American Bank dit
tru sd tai 8990 Westminster



TIN TUC NGUOI VIET
(Tiép theo trang 34)

ay vién Bd Chinh Tri Céng
Sdn Viét Nam. Ching &n
chia va sap dat rat khoa hoc,
tit dia phuong dén Trung
uong ma ngudi dan thap ¢d
bé miéng khong thé kéu ca
vao dau dé€ dugc yén mé, yén
ma, ma ho d4 chén cdch day
hang trdm ndm.

Ching vién din mét cdch
ngu xuin 1 bén canh ndi Ngu
binh céch khoang 15m la nii
Ban, mét hon ndi nhé, ndm
thoai thodi chay doc theo
dudng 16 dai vao khodng
30m, ma trude d6 dan ching
Thita Thién Hué vin thudng
chén cat than nhan cia ho
trén d6. Khong biét that gid
ra lam sao ma ndm vita qua
2004 chinh quyén tinh Thita
Thién va thanh phéd Hué
bdo cho dén ching biét hién L
¢ nui Ban ¢6 mt}t ngdi md
clia ba chi rudt ena Ho Chi
Minh an téng trén d6, d€ rdi

tir do bt déin ching phai dai
md gép, ké ca nhitng khu wviie
xung quanh ndi Ngy Binh
ude tinh chu vi cling vai chue
cay s6 vubng va cd ca chue
ngan ngdi ms. Ngudi dén
Hué dén réing vi mudn kiém
#n dé chia chdc nhau, nén
chinh quyén dia phuong 14n
Trung uong Pang mdi ng}n
céch 13 san bing mo ma cha
dan dé xay dung nha ciia cho
bon ching va chia ra ting
16 d4t d& ban cho dan ching
md tiém bdn 48 dn udng.
Chung cdn nguy bién 1a 4é
stfa sang lai mé ma cGa chi
rudt H8 Chi Minh va xay
dyng tugng vua Quang
Trung 14m nei du lich.
Nhumng thue chat 4m muu
cGa bon ching da bi 14t tran,
bdi céch d6 46 300m gida
nii Ngu Binh va dan Nam
Giao (noi ma cdc vua chia
trude kia hay lén cing té

hang ndm) la nghia trang
ca dan ching Hué da b Viet
Céng giét trong dip Tét Mau
Thén va di chén & dé vai
ngan ngudi. Ché d6 dan Hué
goi la Ba Tén, réng trén vai
chue hecta (mau) nhap nhé
hang ngan ngdi md 1a nan
nhéan cta chién cudc Mdu
Thén, § giita ¢6 dai bia ky
niém sitng siing, hai bén la
dai thd vong, mdt bén la
Phét gido, mét bén 14 Céng
glao x4y trén mit béng cia
ngdi md chung véi 10i ghi:

“K§ niém déng bao Thia
Thién Hué bi Viét cong giét
trong dip Tét Mdu Thén
1968”. Bon chiing that tham
doc mdi nghi ra la vita c6 dat
d€ bédn chia chd¢ nhau tién
bac, vita x6a di duge vét tich
& nhuc trong Tét Mau Thin
ma ¢4 thé gidi déu bist va
ciing dé dua dan ching Hué
di vao lang quén khi tan tich
giét ngudi clia bon chiing da
bi xéa.

Viét bai nay ciing dé loan
béo cho nhiing gia dinh ngudi
Viét ¢ khap thé gidi biét néu
ai d6 ¢6 chén c4t mé ma cha
nhilng ngudi thin quyén
xung quanh nii Ngu Binh,
Tra Am, Nghia Hanh, v..v...
lo vé ma d&i di néu khong
$8& bi chiing Gi hét.

HUONG BiNH

Poc Vin Nghé
Tién Phong
qui ban ¢6 nhitng
tin tdc ciin thiét,
&ing d&4n, phi hgp
voi
1ap trudng chong
Cong diit khoat
cua dong bao VN
tj nan cgng san
& hai ngoai
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Foreword _—

he upheaval is referred to by world media as “The Tet

offensive”. However, to many Vietnamese families, Tet Mau
Than celebration was a celebration in mourning as thousands of
their relatives were massacred in the history-rich city of Vietnam:
Hue’s ancient city.

T\irty years ago, an important event happened in Vietnam,
t

To the world media “The Tet offensive” was only a fighting incident
in a long continuous war. The casualties from both sides were tabulated,
and more details were released, and later were overwhelmed by more
non-interrupting news of the war.... However, to the Vietnamese, the
Hue massacre was, unequivocally, not considered as a normal casualty
of war.

Humanity had suffered tens of millions of losses of lives during
the Second World War. Why did the free world pay particular attention
to the victims of the Holocaust? Because these victims are not the
accidents of the Second World War. They are victims of a premeditated
system equipped with careful researches and sophisticated disposing
instruments. These murderers are the evildoers of the human race.
The International War Crime Tribunal of Nuremberg did not just
condemn the acts as just War Crimes but also as the Crime against
Humanity. The first few days of 1968, the city of Hue was a bloody
battlefield which spanned 26 days. The impartial ammunitions did not
stop at the soldiers only... But the impartial ammunitions could not
explain the death of thousands that were herded outside of the city to
be clubbed to death and buried alive in mass graves. These helpless
victims were not the victims of war but was rather victims of a series
of cold-blooded murders.

Who was responsible for this massacre and who are the
executioners?

The Communist government of Vietnam, where their members
are directly involved in this killing or witnessed the massacre, have
the responsibility in answering these questions; not just to the families
of the victims but also to the whole Vietnamese people and the World
Court.

The documents and photographs included in this publication are a
small collection of recorded facts cited from well known reporters,
historians and scholars. The purpose of this publication is to relay to
later generations a few details of the wounds the Vietnamese people
have had to live with and to remind all generations their duties as
knowledgeable and conscientious people who should bring justice
forward.



"The Tét Offensive"
hay cu6c tham sat Mau Than

c0 nay thuong dugc bdo chi thé gidi goi 1a "The Tét Offensive”. Nhung,
dGi vGi vo s6 gia dinh nguoi Viét, Tét Mau Than nam dé6 1a moét cai Tét
trong tang téc, vi da ¢6 hang ngan than nhéin cia ho 1a nan nhan cia moét cudc
tham sét tap thé gin lién véi mot thanh phé lich sit cha Viét Nam: Thanh Phé Hué.

Céch day 30 nam. mot bién c6 quan trong dd xay ra tai Viét Nam, bién

Dai véi bao chi thé gidi, "The Tét Offensive” chi 1a mét tran ddnh trong mot
chién tran kéo dai. Ngudi ta di tong két tén that cha hai bén, roi nhimg chi tiét,
nhing con s6 d6 dan da bi che 14p bdi nhitng tin titc mdi hon cua chién tranh....

Nhing d6i v6i ngudi Viét Nam, cudc tham sat trong dip Tét Mau Than khong
thé dugc coi nhu mét loai tén that thong thudng do hau qua cua chién tranh.

Nhan loai di ting c6 hang chyc triéu nan nhan trong Thé Chién thit hai.
nhung tai sao thé giéi van minh cua ching ta lai dac biét x6t xa cho nhitmg nan
nhan cia Holocaust? La vi ho khong phai chi la nhitg ngudi bi rui ro trong chién
tranh, ho 12 nan nhan cia mot cudc tan sit ¢ tinh todn cia mét guong mdy giét
ngudi. Bon muu sdt nay 1a nhitng t6i d6 cta nhan loai, Toa An Nuremberg da keét
toi ching khong phai chi 1a toi pham d6i véi Hoa Binh, ma con la ca t6i pham
trong Chién Tranh.

Vao nhitng ngay dau ctia nam 1968, Thanh phd Hué da 1a bai chién trudng
trong 26 ngay. Bom dan vo tinh, lam sao tranh khéi tén that trong ddm dan vo
toi....

Nhung bom dan vo tinh khéng thé giai thich dugc cdi chét cha hang tram.
hang ngan ngudi bi lha ra ngoai thanh phé, bi dap chét hay chon song trong
nhitng mo tap thé.... Nhitng ngudi x4u s6 nay khong phai la nan nhan cia chién
tranh, ho 14 nan nhan cia moét cudc muu sat.

Nhimg ai ¢6 phan trach nhiém trong cdc cudc tan sat nay, nhimng ké nao da ra
lénh va nhitng ké nao da thi hanh?

Nha cam quyén Cong San Viét Nam hién nay, trong d6 nhiéu nguoi da tham
du hoac 1a nhan chimg trong cudc tham siat Mau Than, c¢6 nhiém vu tra i nhimg
cau héi nay, khong phai chi cho nhimg gia dinh ¢6 than nhan bi thiét mang, ma la
cho ca dan toc Viét Nam va cho cong 1y cua nhan loai.

Nhimg trang tai liéu va hinh anh trong &n ban nay chi la mét phan rit nho
nhitng gi da duogc biét, va duge viét vé vu tham sit Mau Than. An ban niy c¢6 muc
dich trao gti lai cho nhimg thé hé tré mot s6 chi tiét vé mot vét thuong cua dan toc
Viét Nam, v2 nhdc nhd véi moi thé hé 12 bén phan cla nhitng ngudi c6 tri thitc va
luong tam 12 phai lam sao cong ly dugc sdng to.

Cudc tham sit Mau Thin  trang 2



Table of contents

Foreword ..o 1
INtrodUction ..o e e eenaens 5
Mau Than Revisited... ..coooviviiiiniiciannns 7

by Dr. Tran Xuan Ninh

Section 1

Massacre at Hue ..., 15
Excerpt from Douglas Pike,

"The VC Strategy of Terror"

Map of mass graves ........ocoeevevcieincnennen. 20
Section 2
Article from Time Magazine ................ 35

(April 5, 1968)

Excerpt from Stanley Karnow.............. 37

"Vietnam a History”

Excerpt from .......ccoooiiiiiiiiiiii 38
“The Vietnam Experience”

published by Boston Publising Company

Excerpt from Keith William Nolan....... 38
"Battle for Hue"

1675) o 13 AR E=3Ts ) 5 WS 39

Muc luc

"The Tet Offensive” .o ereeeenn 2
hay cudc tham sdt Mau Than

Loi gi6i thied ..o....... e ees oo 4

Nhin lai tran Téng cong kich ........ccoceeevevennnee. 6
Tét Mau Than 1968

Bac si Tran Xuan Ninh

Chién dich Tét Mau Than cua Viét cong........ 12
trich tir "The Vietcong Strategy of Terror”

cia Douglas Pike

Cudc tan sat day hiéu qua ......ccocvviiecinncnnens 30

bdo Time ngay 5 thing tr 1968

Bai trich tir "Betrayal in Vietnam"................ 32

cua Louis Fanning

Bai trich tir "Vietnam a History" ... 32

cua Stanley Karnow

Bai trich fIF ..o 34

"The Vietnam Experience 1968"

Bai trich tir "Battle for Hue" ...ooovreorierrenn 34
Thay LSl K& oot 40

Tai liéu nay do Co So Mdt Tran Quéoc Gia Théng Nhdr Giai Phéng Viét Nam dia phuong thuc hién
This booklet is published by your local NUFRONLIV Chapter

The 1968 Massacre

page 3



Loi giéi thiéu

i liéu viét vé vu tham sat Tét Mau Than tuong d6i cé nhiéu vé phia Viét Nam

I Cong Hoa va Hoa Ky, nhung vé phia chinh quyén Cong San Ha Noi thi phan Ién

chi la nhitng bai cé tinh cdch tuyén truyén, khong néi lén duge su thuc.... Ding

hon, tai liéu vé phia Viét cong thudng ¢é dung tam trinh bay bién ¢6 Mau Than tai Hué¢ nhu

mot cudc "ndi day" chong lai chinh quyén VNCH cta ngudi dan. va khoa ldp, che dau cdc
cudc tan sit tap thé c6é cha dich ciing nhu cdc thu pham cua toi 4c nay.

Qua quyén hoi ky "Chién Thing Mau Than" cda Lé Minh, xuit ban tai Viét Nam cdch
day 10 nam. ngudi ta cang thdy roé thay su loc lira ¢8 hitu coa Viét Cong. Lé Minh mang
quan ham Pai T4. va 12 mot trong bon cdn bd cao cap trach nhiém vu tan cong tai Hué.
Trong tran danh nay, chi huy téng qudt 1a tuéng Tran Van Quang, chinh Gy chién truomg la
Lé Chuong, trich nhiém vé diéu quan la tuéng Nam Long va Lé Minh.

Poan dudi day. trich tir cuén "Chién Thang Mau Than" cho thdy, cudc tan cong Tét
Mau Théan da duge cdc cdp bo cao nhat tai Bic Bo Phu chudn bi tr trude; dé tdn cong Hué
vao mét thdi diém ma chinh ho dd dong ¥ huu chién dé dan ching dugc hudng yén binh
trong dip Tét.

"Coéng tdc chudn bi chién truong dang tiép tuc trién khai thi vao thdang 2167, Trung
wong dién vao goi mét trong ba dong chi (anh Tran Van Quan, anh Lé Chudng, hodc toi) ra
nhdan chi thi. Anh Chudng di. Nghi rang day la chi thi cia trung wong vé viéc chiém Hué
trong 5 ngdy (theo ké hoach cua khu uy), nén t6i ¢ nha tiép tuc theo hudng cii cua minh.
Mot thang sau anh Chuong vao, mdi biét day la chi thi "Tan cong N6t ddy" ¢ Hué hop dong
vdi toan mién Nam. Thoi gian dugc thong bdo la "trong dip Tét". Nhu vay la phdi danh dai
ngay, tinh hinh da khdac hdn roi, moi viéc phdi chu ddo theo mét cach khdc”.

Sau nay, theo nhimg tai liéu chinh thic, ngudi ta biét duge Bo Chinh Tri Pang Cong
San VN tai Ha Noi did 18y quyét dinh cho cudc tan cong Tét Mau Than, vao thing 7 nam
1967.

O mot doan khéc trong hoi ky cia Lé Minh, dugc trich din duéi day dd xdc nhan
nhitng sdp x&p thanh lap chinh quyén bl nhin tai Hué& do ho lap ra. va do cdn bd cua ho diéu
dong.

"Ldp chinh quvén togn tinh Thita Thién va thanh pho Hué: tx do thanh lap Lién Minh
cdc Luc lugng Ddn t6c Dan chu va Hoa binh thanh phd Hué. Lic nay da co ké hoach moi
ra khu cdc vi nhit Gigo su Lé Vin Hdo, hoa thuong Thich Dén Hdu, ba Nguyén Pinh Chi, va
vai nhdn vdt tén tuoi khdc ¢ Hué”

Bén canh d6, nhimg tai liéu t61 mat cia Viét Cong vé viéc thuc hién chién dich Tét Mau
Than, nhu tai liéu cla tinh 0y Binh-Tri-Thién ngay 1-10-1967 (phéng anh trong tai liéu
nay), ngoai huéng dan vé cdc phuong an hanh dong, con chi thi cdc todn hanh quyét, bing
di moi ciach phai giét cho bang dugc cdac "thanh phan phan doéng".

Su kién nay d3 phi nhéan nhimg luan diéu khoa 1ap cho rang nhilng nan nhan bi sit hai
& Hué chi la do hanh dong tu thit cd nhan...

Tém lai, nhitng tiét 10 cha Lé Minh va tir mot s6 tai liéu chinh thic caa Viét Cong da
cho thdy con nhiéu nhan vat trong chinh quyén Cong San Viét Nam ngay nay phai tra 15i vé
nhitng vu tan sit trong Tét Mau Thén, va nhimg tdi pham chién tranh trong bién c6 nay phai
duge xét xir truGe cong 1y. ’
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Introduction

Information sources concerning the Tet Mau Than are ample to find from the
American and South Vietnamese side. However, most materials coming from
Hanoi are carefully prepared propaganda which does not reflect the truth. In fact,
Vietcong intentionally present the Mau Than event as a civilian “uprising” to
oppose the government of South Vietnam. More over, they bluntly deny the
massacres and skilfully conceal the names of the perpetrators.

From the memoirs “Victory at Mau Than” (Chien Thang Mau than) by Le Minh
printed in Vietnam 10 years ago, it clearly illustrates the chronically deceitful
image of Vietcong. Colonel Le Minh was one of the four top officers in charge of
the attack of Hue. The commander in chief was General Tran Van Quang, Le
Chuong was Political Commissar and General Nam Long and Le Minh were field
commanders. An excerpt from “Victory at Mau Than”, in the next paragraph,
shows that the circle of power in Hanoi had carefully plotted out their offensive
plan in Mau Than; to attack Hue immediately after the truce agreement that they
had signed.

“The preparation tasks for the battle fields are going well until February 67,
Headquarters called upon one of us three (Mr. Tran Van Quang, Mr. Le Chuong or
myself) to go North to receive the order. Mr Chuong went. I thought the order would
include the instruction to overtake Hue in 5 days (as planned by the “Zone Party
Committee”), I therefore carry on with what had been planned. A month later Mr. Chuong
retumns and informs that the new order is to attack Hue simultaneously with the general
uprising in whole South Vietnam. The timing was “around Tet”. This infers that the
attack will be for many days, everything has changed completely, things will have to be
planned carefully and differently.”

Considering later official documents, it was July 1967 that the Communist
Politburo in Hanoi started to plan for the Mau Than offensive.

Another passage of Le Minh’s memoirs shows their plan to set-up a puppet
government in Hue that consists of their cadres.

“To set up government in the whole province of Thua Thien and Hue city; from there
we form the People’s Democratic and Peace Alliance in Hue. At the moment, there is plan
to invite Professor Le Van Hao, Venerable Thich Don Hau and Mrs. Nguyen Dinh Chi
and a few other well-known people in Hue.”

In addition, Vietcong’s top secret documents, were later seized, contradict
with Hanoi’s alibis. The findings include layout plans for the Tet offensive such as
a document prepared by the “Province Party Committee” Binh Tri Thien dated
October 1, 1967 (photograph of documents included in pages 21 and 36). Apart
from plans to attack, order-documents to assassinate were also found, and by all
means kill all “reactionaries groups”. These facts reject the cover up themes and
reasoning by Vietcong that the victims massacred at Hue were only to settle
personal vendettas.

In short, the revelation from Le Minh’s memoirs and official Vietcong’s
documents exhibits the fact that many members of the Communist government
in Vietnam owe it to the people the answers to the killings in Tet Mau Than and
these war criminals must be brought forward to justice.
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Nhin lai tran Tong cong kich Tét Mau Than 1968

¢t Mau Dan 1998 la ding 30 nam sau Tét

Mau Than. Bién ¢6 Mau than 1a mot khic
quanh quan trong trong cudc chién Viét Nam, dan
dén su sup do cua Viét Nam Cong Hoa. Ping vé mat
chién thuat, cudc tong cong kich nay di that bai. VC
da khong tao duogc tong ndi day chiém chinh quyén
nhu tuyén truyén véi can binh khi ném ho vao chién
trudng. Gan nhu toan bo luc lugng dua vao cudc tdng
cong kich da bi tiéu diét va tat ca nhitng nhém VC
nam ving da 10 dién. Duong Quynh Hoa. D6 trung
Hiéu, Nguyén didc Xuan, Hoang phu Ngoc Tudng,
Ton That Lap van van...dd phai bo chay theo ddm
tan quan CS. Nhimg co s& con sot lai da bi chién
dich Phugng Hoang sau d6 phd hay, khién cho VC
khi chiém duge mién Nam nam 1975 da khong c6
nhitng c4n bo ha tang hd trg trong k€ hoach tiép thu.
ngoai mot s0 c¢d nhan 1é té va nhitng bon ba muoi
(tic 12 nhimg ké a dua tudng bo chay theo thdi thé
tung hé VC). Nhung ding vé mat chién luge, cude
tong cong kich nay 12 mot chién thang cho CSVN.
Nho cudc tin cong Tét Mau than ma phong trao phan
chién tir dam ba ké dimg dau dudng phat truyén don
chong chién tranh Viét Nam khong ai dé y da phat
triéen manh mé, c6 anh hudng dén chinh siach MJ tai
Viét Nam. NG da tao ra 4n tugng la Viét Nam Cong
Hoa va My khong & th€ chi dong. khong tién dodn
dugc cudc tan cong. V6i tran Té Mau than va nhac
di nhic lai hang ngay s6 ngudi M¥ thuong vong, mét
tich ciing nhu s0 tién tiéu hang ty d6 la, phe phan
chién va truyén thong My di gieo duge vao dau quan
ching My ring cudc chién VN la vo nghia, chi gay
chét chéc va tan pha cho dan thudng. Tran ngap gidi
tré My & tudi quan dich 1a khau hiéu hippy "lam tinh
dirng ddnh nhau" (make love not war). Xam chiém
xa hoi My dan dan 12 ¥ nghi My dang sa lay trong
cudc chién ma chi con mot 161 thodt 1a nit ra bang
moi cdch. Pham Vin Dong vi thé di c6é thé nhon
nhon tuyén bé rang cudc chi€n Viét Nam da thang
trén dudong phd Hoa Thinh Bén (Washington).

Su can thiép cua My vao Viét Nam bat dau la
vdi 1y do cao dep gilp ngudi Viét Nam chong doc tai
Cong san, bao vé th€ gidi tu do, da bj lam bién dang
nhu trén di ndéi, thanh v6 nghia, néu khong muén
néi 1a mot cudc xam lang. Su thuc 1a gi? Chinh sach
cua Ho chi Minh thiét 1ap chuyén chinh vé san tai
Viét Nam da gay nén cuoc dau tranh chong doc tai
dang tri tur truée khi va trong thoi khang chién
chong Phap; cuoc chién tranh Viét Nam do Ha Noi

Bac Si Tran Xuan Ninh

chinh thitc bat dau nam 1960 véi chiéu bai giai
phéng mién Nam nhung ban chat 1a dé banh truéng
chua nghia Cong san. Cho tdi nay, ngudi dan Viét
Nam van con dang bi kim kep bdi ché€ do Cong san.
nhan quyén bi cha dap thd bao. Cho nén, hién dang
ti€p dién cudc dau tranh cia ngudi Viét Nam chong
doc tai dang tri dé c¢6 cudc séng dang song, dé dat
nude Viét Nam c6é thé phat trién, thoat khoi nghéo
déi lac hau. Nghia 12 tr do dan chd, va nhan quyén
duge ton trong trén dat nudc.

Cudc tong cong kich Mau than, do dé can phai
nhin lai dé rit kinh nghiém cho l¢a tudi dudi 35, chiém
ria s6 dan, khong biét gi vé Mau Than ngoai nhimng
tai lieu thién léch cua My ciling nhu Cong san.

Luc lai nhitng tin titc Mau Than loan di trén
truyén thong My - va th€ gidi - xuit hién nhiéu nhat
la bitc hinh chup tudng Nguyén ngoc Loan bian tén
VC, la tin tic tda dai s¢ M¥ tai Saigdn bi tan cong va
thanh ndi Hu€ bi VC chi€m ca thdng troi méi gianh
lai duge. Ngugi ta khé tim thay chi tiét loan di muon
mang sau cudc chién rang tén VC bi tuéng Loan ban
da trugc d6 giét ca nha mot nhan vién canh sat duéi
quyén tudng Loan. Ngudi ta it thay néi dén sy khoé
khan ngan ngira nhitng cudc tdn cong bang dic cong
nhu cude tan cong vao tda dai st My. Khong ai mang
chd trong dén nhitng hy sinh cda mot dai do6i Thay
Quén Luc Chién Viét Nam Cong Hoda chi can bang
ngang mot con dudng va vai tram thudc dé chiém lai
ky dai thanh ndi Hué ma mat 2/3 quan s6. Cing
khong thay loan tin ca gia dinh trung td Tuan, chi huy
trudng truong Thiét gidp, bi giét I6n bé 9 ngudi trong
bd chi huy thiét gidp & ngoai 6 Saigon, trir mot em
nhd s6ng s6t voi mot vet thuong Idn trén dau. hién
nay di gan 40 tudi. Va cudc tham sat Mau than &
Hué: nhiéu ngan ngudi bi dap chét, bi chon séng va
chon tap thé trude khi tan quan Cong san rit lui. chi
la mot mau tin nho bi vii quén.

Chi vai thi du dién hinh trén di cho thdy ring
trong bién ¢ Mau than néi riéng, va trong cudc chién
Viet Nam néi chung, truvén théng My da dp dung
rong rdi phuong cdach loan di mét-nita-su-that dé dica
ra rhing dn tugng va dién dich phuc vu toan tinh
chinh tri giai doan. NO6i 1én diéu nay khi nhin lai
Mau Thién 1a can thiét vi nhiéu 1&:

1/ dé cho nhitng ngudi nghién ctu khong tu gidi han
vao nhimg nguodn tin nay ciing nhu vao nhimg y kién
"chuyén vién ngoai quéc” dya trén nhitng ngudn tin
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Mau Than Revisited...

by Dr. Tran, Xuan Ninh

This 1998 Vietnamese New year marks
the 30th anniversary of the Viet Cong's Tet
Offensive. The Tet Mau Than (First Day of the
Year of the Monkey) event was the turning
point of the Vietnam War, leading to the fall
of South Vietnam.

From the military tactical standpoint, the
assault was a complete failure. The prior
Vietcong propaganda, widely indoctrinated to
its troops, of a “general uprising by people in
the South to overtake their government”
following the assaulting force never
materialized. Almost all North Vietnamese
Army (NVA) and Vietcong (VC) units suffered
heavy losses. Some were outright eradicated.
In addition, the local VC underground agents
in the South were forced to drop their cover
to link up with the main attacking force. Duong
Quynh Hoa, Do Trung Hieu, Nguyen Dac
Xuan, Hoang Phu Ngoc Tuong, Ton That Lap,
and other Vietcong leaders, consequently, had
to move out along with the withdrawn NVA.
Their exile in couple with the uprooting of the
remaining guerrillas by the Phoenix program
rendered the Vietcong unable to compete with
its Northern comrades for the control of South
Vietnam after its collapse in April 1975. The
NVA became the only victor to enjoy the
fawning of the so called “April 30 converts”
(Ba Muoi Thiang Tu), who collaborate with the
winning Communists by turning informants
against their neighbours.

From the strategic standpoint, the Tet
Offensive, however, was a major success for
the Vietnamese communist. Thanks to the
prompt media report of the Tet Offensive, the
anti-war movement in the United States has
grown from a few odd young people standing
unheeded at the street corner to massive
demonstrations right into the steps of the
White House. The Tet Offensive as reported
had given the impression that US Armed
Forces and its ally, the Republic of Vietnam
were incapable of predicting the attack and
were losing the war to the omnipresent NVA
and Vietcong guerrillas. Besides, news and
commentaries on US casualties and
expenditure in the billions of dollars as well

as destructive scenes in the fields had made
the American people think of the war as futile,
wasteful and unjustifiable. The hippy motto
"make love not war" became sensible to many.
Gradually became pervasive was the opinion
that the US was in a quagmire with no other
alternative except to cut off at any price. This
allowed Pham Van Dong, the war time Prime
Minister of North Vietnam, to state defiantly
that they had won the war right on the streets
of Washington.

The US intervention in Vietnam started
as worthy mission of helping protect the people
of South Vietnam defend their freedom in this
"outpost of the Free World" against the
Communist expansion from the North. It was
really so, indeed. Ho Chi Minh's efforts to
establish a proletariat dictatorship in Vietnam
had engendered a movement against this
tyranny before and during the war against
the French expeditionary Corps. The war of
Communist expansion to the South of Vietnam
was officially set out by Hanoi in 1960 under
the guise of liberating the South by the
creation of the Liberation Front of South
Vietnam. The media reports of the Tet
Offensive, and of the war generally speaking,
had transformed the rationale of the US
presence in Vietnam. From friends of freedom
the GIs became the utensils of a senseless
war of invasion, and the Vietnamese Commu-
nist expansionists the liberators. As of today,
the people in Vietnam are still repressed by
the Communist regime, and human rights still
grossly trampled upon. No wonder why the
strife for a meaningful life (i.e. with freedom,
democracy and human rights) still continues.

Therefore, the Tet Offensive experience
should be reviewed especially for those
younger than 35 who make up more than 50
percent of the population and who know very
little about what happened beside the partial
informations recorded by the US media and
Communist propaganda materials.

Looking back at the news covered on the
American media - and world wide - the most
talked about events were the picture of
General Nguyen Ngoc Loan who shot a
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nay. ma vo tinh nit ra nhimg két luan sai lac.

2/ dé nhitng ngudi nghién cttu thay ra nhu ciu tim
nhimg tai liéu Viet Nam dé c6 toan bo dir kién lich su.

3/ dé thay ra nhu cau bién tap trung thicc bang phoi
kiém cac dir kién tir nhitlng nhan ching séng, tranh
cho tai liéu lich su bi trong & phia Viét Nam Cong
Hoa. Khong thé tiép tuc dé t6i cho ngudi ngoai thién
léch vé cudc chién trong khi chinh minh khong lén
tiéng néi. Cudn Chién sir Thiy Quan Luc Chién quan
luc Viet Nam Cong Hoa 1a mot né luc bién tap dau
tién trong hudng nay.

4/ dé nhan 16 ban chat cuéc dau tranh cla dan toc,
nhin ra ban chat cua nhém lanh dao dang Cong san
Viét Nam, nhin ra ban chat cia mdi tuwong quan ta-
ban-thi, quyén lgi dan toc-quyén 1gi ngoai bang, nhin
ra tinh giai doan cia nhimg can thiép ngoai quéc véi
nhimg khau hiéu tét dep lira mi, ngd hau cé thé chon
phuong hudng dau tranh ding dan giai quyét nhimng
van dé cua dan toc.

5/ nhac nhé nhimg ngudi dau tranh ludén luén canh
gidc vé "tinh khach quan” cia cdc "ngudn tin ngoai
quéc” khi nhan dinh.

Nhin lai Maun Than, Piéu ding néi nhat qua
tran tan cong Mau than, 1a sy 19 ro tinh hung tan
cua Cong san Viét Nam, va dic biét caa nhom lanh
dao. Chin ngudi trong gia dinh trung t4 Tadn, chi huy
trudng trudng thiét giap, bi giét trong bo chi huy thiét
gidp An Nhon GO Vip, va nhiéu trudng hop tuong tu
khdc con ghi lai trong 10ng cic chimg nhan con song,
may ngan ngudi bi bat tai Hué da bi dap chét hay
chon séng tap thé... khong phai 1a mot phan tng ca
nhan ma la phuong cach khing bo theo chii truong
Mic-Lenin-Stalin dat khodt tran 4p ké thi bang "bao
luc cach mang”. Phuong phdp khing bo dé ran de
nay von da biéu hién ra bing nhitng hanh dong bat
ngudi moé rudt, chat dau, bo ro troéi séng..ma VC
thuong lam trong suét cugc chién pha hoai dé banh
trudng. Cing chu truong nay da biu hién ra bing
chinh sach cai tao va khing bd sau 1975 tai mién
Nam, coi ca nra mién Nam 1a ké thu. Chinh su hung
tan chi nghia va cudng tin ndy di gay nén ton hai
vat chat, tinh than va nhimg hau qua ning né dé nang
lén ca dan toc téi bay gi®, nhiéu lan to 16n hon sy pha
hiy ctia bom dan. Chinh su hung tan chu nghia nay
da khién sau chién tranh, va cho téi tan bay gio,
sitc e dan toc van khong thé dong vien noi dé dua
dat nuéc tién lén. Sy hung tan nay da dugc két tinh
lai trong loi Ho chi Minh khang dinh san sang dot
chay ca day Truong Son dé giai phong mién Nam.

Thoi gian 1979 - 1981 trong mot s6 budi thuyét
trinh héi thao cing v6éi nha ddu tranh nhan quyén

Ginetta Sagan, ca si phan chién phan tinh Joan Baez
va cdc phan hoi An Xa Qudc t€ ¢ gidc chinh sdch cai
120 tap trung bao nguogc cha CSVN d6i véi quan cdn
chinh Viét Nam Cong hoa. t16i da dugc nghe mot s6
bao chita cho su bao ngugc nay. Nhimg ké phan chién
cudng tin tin & chu nghia Cong san da néi rang dé
chi 13 nhig cdch déi x& thong thudng giita hai ké
thil moét thang mot bai! Di nhién, 1y luan nay chi la
mot phan tmg xu léong ty vé khong 16i kéo duoc ai.
dau khong can dua ra nhitng ching ¢d tan bao giita
nguoi Cong sdan véi nhau. Nhing diéu nay cé thé
thiy day ray trong tran Mau Than.

it ngudi héi tai sao VC mé cudc tan cong dot
hai vao thang 5/68 vdi cac tan du cua nhimg don vi
da tham du tran Tét, yéu &t chap choang, va do dé
nhanh chéng bi tiéu diét, khong tao bao nhiéu ti€ng
vang. Chi can dat cau hoi va nhin mot s6 céc di kién
trén chién trudng Mau Than la bat ra cau tra 10i: lanh
dao VC da tan nhan ding didm cén binh cta ho nhu
mot ndm gao mudi vung vai trong cudc cing co hon.
Mot chiit x6t lai trong tay ném ra cho hét! Vira khéi
phai lo véin dé tiép liéu khé khan cho dam tan quan,
vira tranh nhimg tin tic tiéu cuc lan rong khi phai
dua nhimg ké sdng sét da nhin ra su thuc cdc thanh
phé mién Nam vao cdc don vi méi lap dé thay thé. Vi
thé, ngudi ta hiéu tai sao tai nhitng vi tri tir thu, linh
VC bi xich vao céc ¢b phdo dé chi c6 thé chét tai chd
ciing khau sting, tai sao mdi bé doi VC tan cong Sai
gon duge phdt nam ngan déng Viét Nam Cong Hoa
dé chi tiéu khi ti€p thu chinh quyén ma dan chiing da
néi day chiém(!): Via cudng dp. vica lia bip, vita
dua vao ro khéng 1di ra.

Lanh dao Cong san Viét Nam tir khi thi hanh
chinh sach déi méi da ho hao "quén di qua khir”. Mot
sO nhitng ngudi My timg tham chién tai Viét Nam va
nay tr& thanh chinh tri gia ciing kéu goi "quén di qud
kht, nhin vé tuong lai". Thuc su, qua khi khong
kéu goi quén di thi cling khong may ai nhé. Nhimg
ngudi chét trong Mau Than va trong cudc chién da
im tiéng. khong nhac ai nhd minh duge. Nhimg ngudi
thuong tat con song ¢ ca hai mién hién ciing khong
c6 tiéng néi. Nha cua, tai san dit ¢6 bi thiét hai hay
khong trong Mau than va trong cudc chién da sang
tay nhiéu chu do chinh sach "tién nhanh tién manh
lén xa héi chu nghia" sau 75 va "kinh t€ thi trudng
theo dinh huéng xd hoéi chli nghia” sau déi méi. Cho
nén cdi gud khit kéu got quén di la cdi qud khir chon
lya thy trudmg hop va thy ldic. Khau hiéu "chéng My
ctru nude” thi quén di, cung vdi ché dua muon doi
bén vimg Lién x6 vi dai, vi ngady nay M¥y dang dugc
toan dang CSVN tha thiét d6n mdi vao Viét Nam.
Nhung thanh tich "DPang" thang lgi trong cudc chién
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Vietcong captured in Saigon, as a senseless
and unjustifiable atrocity; the news on the
American Embassy in Saigon attacked by
Vietcong commandos, as the symbol of
ineffective and futile US war efforts; and the
prolonged fight to regain Hue Citadel from
Vietcong's control, as evidence of the ARVN
(South Vietnam Armed Forces) flaws. It's hard
to find the late revelations that the Vietcong
shot by General Loan had massacred the whole
family of one of the General's subordinate
before he was caught. Nobody talked about
the difficulty of preventing suicidal attacks by
commandos for political purposes. None
reported the sacrifices of a Viethamese Marine
company losing 2/3 of its men in a few hundred
yards assault to dislodge a VC commando
platoon at the Hue citadel flagpole pedestal.
Neither was the execution of Lieutenant
Colonel Tuan, commander of the SVN Armour
School and nine members of his family in the
Armour Camp at Govap near Saigon, except
one who survived with a large wound on the
head, now-in his late thirties. And worst of
all, the massacre of Hue, where thousands of
unarmed civilians were clubbed to death and/
or buried alive, were treated as minor news
and practically escaped world public’s
attention.

The examples above just illustrated the
flaws in the world media concerning the
coverage of the Tet Offensive and the Vietnam
War as a whole. Only half-truths were reported
in the intention to serve some short-term
political agenda and to fit the view already
formed by the general public back home. This
fact is mentioned in looking back at the Tet
Offensive for the following reasons:

1.- To remind independent researchers
that they cannot rely only on lopsided data
and/or half-truths as well as on specialists’
opinions based on these data.

2.- To point out the neccessity of searching
for data from South Vietnamese sources in
the study of the Vietnam was if objective
historical facts are to be attained.

3.- To insist upon the need of compiling
facts and informations from living eye-
witnesses and accurately editing them.
Otherwise the lack of historical data from the
Republic of Vietnam will prevent the future

generation from the drawing useful historical
lessons. We cannot continue to blame others
for their partial view of the war if we remain
silent. The publication of the book “History of
the Vietnamese Marine Corps of the Republic
of Vietnam” was a first effort toward this goal.

4.- To understand the nature of the
prolonged struggle for freedom of our people,
the atrocity of the Vietnamese Communist
leadership, the intricacy of our relationship
with friends and foes, our national interests
versus foreigners interests, and the transient
character of foreign intervention through
deceptive rhetorics.

5.- To remind those involved in the
struggle for freedom to be on constant alert
in assessing the news reported in the media.

In retrospect, people may condemn the
Vietcong for violating the truce during Tet
which is the traditional time of joy with family.
While death and losses are inevitable during
war time, the brutal nature of the Tet Offensive
was still the paramount issue, and this reflects
the barbaric rationality of the communist
leaders. The beheading of nine members,
including children, of the Armour School
Commander's family in an Nhon Govap and
{(near Saigon) and many similar bloody
executions are still in the minds of the eye
witnesses. The massacre of thousands of
people in Hue was not a result of personal
vendettas but was rather a strategy of terror
based on the Marxist-Leninist-Stalinist
determination to eliminate their enemies with
“revolutionary violence”. The picture of victims
trapped in cages floating on rivers, decapitated,
organs removed, to name a few, were normal
Vietcong practices throughout their guerrilla
warfare.

Immediately after the 1975 conquest, this
repressive strategy was materialized by the
re-education concentration camps and
innumerable prisons and detention centres
throughout the country, considering the people
in the South as enemies. It is this doctrinal
cruelty of the regime and its fanatic policies
that have caused both material and mental
damages surpassing the destructive effects
of weaponry. It is this doctrinal atrocity that
engendered devastating psychological
consequences that prevent the mobilization
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thi nhé. dé vai tro lich sir lanh dao cta "Dang” ti€p

tuc mai mai. Vé mot phia khde, ciing quén di cdi thé

gidi tir do trong d6 ty do dan chu duge dé cao dé bat
dau thé gior kinh 1€ toan cdu, hop tic voi nhitng ché
do doc tai qua kinh t&€ dé chuyén héa chinh tri. dan
dan dem dén tu do dan chu cho ddm ban dan ngheo
khé va lac hau ().

Céc chan thuong coa chién tranh nhu da néi. cé
thé di it nhiéu lang xuéng & mot s6 ngudi trong cudc.
Nhin lai Mau than khong phai 12 - vi khong thé - dé
truyén lai cho nhitng ngudi thudc thé€ hé sau cude
chién nhiing nhic nhéi nay. Nhin lai Mau than, mér
thoi khodng dién hinh cia chién tranh qud khit, chi
la dé doi chiéu vai hién tai va tim ra 10t gidi cho
twong lai. Do chi€u sy an cén cia "Pang” CSVN
moi don M§ trd lai ngay nay véi sy quyét liét cia
"Pang" CSVN hy sinh xuong mdu va tai san nhan
dan trong Mau Than va suét dong cuodc chién, dé
"ddnh cho MYy cit. dénh cho nguy nhao", ngudi ta
khéng khoi dat cau héi phai chang cuéc chién ma
"Pang" CSVN nhan cong lanh dao la mét phi pham
xuong mau nhan dan khung khi€p? C6 gi khic giita
nhimg ngudi My dén mién Nam trude kia gidp dao
giéng, chan nuoéi gia sic, phat thudc, day ti€ng Anh...
v@i nhitng ngudi My va Tay phuong dén Viét Nam
ngay nay trg gidp nhan dao hay day tiéng Anh theo
khan cau cua "Dang” va nha nuéc? Cidi gi lam cho
nhimg trg 1y cidc lanh dao "Dang" ciing nhu nhitng
can bd dang vién cac cap duge M¥ huédn luyén ngay
nay la nhitng ngudi cidch mang? Con nhilng ngudi
mién Nam di M¥ du hoc trude kia bi két toi 1a tay sai
dé quoc My hay la nhan vién CIA?

Sau chét. nhac lai Mau than va cudc chién Cong
san khoi dau tai Viet Nam chi Ia nhac nhd cii hung
tan cua dang Cong san. Trong sudt hon nira the ky
sau khi Hitler chét va ch€ do quéc xa Nazi sup dé.
nhimg ngudi Do Thai thuong xuvén néi vé 161 4c Nazi
va truy lung nhimg t0i pham Nazi, ké ca nhimg linh
canh cdc trai tdp trung qudc xd. "Dé trdanh su tdi
dién nhitng t6i dc nav”, 46 1a 1y do dua ra giai thich
sir bén bi nay. Cudc chién md ra dudi chiéu bai giai
ph6ng mién Nam Viét Nam dé banh truéng chi nghia
Cong san dd gay ra chiing ba triéu ngusi chét va
thuong vong theo mot théng ké so khdi méi day cua
CS. Chua ké nhitng dot cai cach ruong dat, chua ké
cudc chién Campuchia, chua ké s6 may tram ngan
ngudi chét trén bién ca, chua ké s6 ngudi chét hay
ngudi séng ma than xac bi tan phd vi chinh sdch tap
trung cai tao. Chua ké long nguoi ly tdn. Chua ké
mot dat nude déi nghéo, lac hau, thut sau cdc nudc
trong ving mdy chuc nam. Mic do tén hai do Viét
cong gay ra cho dan Viét con hon con s6 Nazi tao ra
cho ngudn Do Thai. Mau Than mdéi ¢6 30 nam, cudc
chién Viét Nam cham dit chua duge 1/4 thé ky. ché
dd bao ngugc Codng san Viét Nam con d6, nhimg dau
dang CSVN codn dé6. tuy da khodc do d6i mdi. bo giép
rau nén c61. Ton that Lap mot trong nhitng hung
pham gay toi dc giét ngudi tap thé Mau Than & Hué
méi cam dau phdi doan van nghé di trinh dién &
Canada va Uc dé t6 vé cho ché do. Lé kha Phiéu.
moét Dang vién Cong san ¢6t 16i. sudt qua trinh hoat
dong giilt chitc chinh 1y cdc cip. méi trd thanh t6ng
bi thu dang.

Nhic lai tran Mau Than dé néi lén su hung tin
cua lanh dao va ch&€ do CSVN chi la diéu can thiét

cho thé hé hién nay va tuong lai.®

The bodies of victims of
the Hue massacre,
discovered and exhumed
more than a year after
the executions took
place are given proper
burial in September
1969.

Photo: Magnum (UPI)

Sau mot nam tim kiém. mot
s hdi ¢t nan nhan cugc
tham sdt Tét Mau Than ¢
Hué duoe khai quar va car
ting vao thing 9-69 (Hinh
cua Magnum, UPI).
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of the people's energy and talents to bring the
nation out of backwardness and poverty. This
barbaric brutality can be seen crystalized in
Ho Chi Minh's assertion of willing “to burn
the whole Annamese cordillera {Truong Son
mountain range) to liberate the South if need
be”.

During the period between 1979 and 1981
in a number of conferences on human rights
violations in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
organized by various Amnesty International
chapters and/or with Human Rights activist
Ginetta Sagan, repentant anti-war singer Joan
Baez, I, as a panelist, have heard some ar-
guments defending the SRV brutality by
diehard leftists. They said it is an usual
treatment that the losers get from the
winners. Sensing the audience reaction, such
fanatic defense did not bring the regime any
friends even though I did not have to cite any
evidence of brutality between Communists
themselves. This can be seen during the Tet
Offensive, just by asking a few questions.

Few people ever questioned the reasoning
behind the second wave of attack in May 1968
by the crippled remnants from the first
offensive. These feeble attacks were promptly
overcome and did not create much attention.
By perusing the facts on the battlefields during
the Tet Offensive one knows that the
Communist leaders gambled with the lives of
their young men they threw into a battle that
they knew would be lost, given the over-
whelming fire power of US forces. For those
men that survived the first defeat, their lives
again were forfeited in the second attack. As
far as Hanoi was concerned, it was unwise
and impractical to continue to support the
demoralized remnant forces. Also feared by
the Communist leaders was that these
soldiers would spread their demoralizing
experiences among new recruits in revamped
units. That is why NVA soldiers were chained
to their tanks or artilleries and why each "bo
doi” (North Vietnamese Infantry man) was
givenn S000 piastres {Dong) so they could spend
once they are in positions in South Vietnam
handed over to them by the people's general
uprising! That is the mother-of-all wicked
strategies: Deception, Coercion and Death
Traps.

Since the era of "Doi Moi" Communist

leaders have reiterated the call "let bygones
be bygones”. Some American veterans, now
turned politicians, also advocate “forget the
past, look forward to the future”. Interestingly,
it is hard for history to be forgotten when people
are constantly reminded to forget the past. In
fact, the past would normally fade away. Those
that died and were massacred during Tet Mau
Than have remained silent. Those war invalids
from both sides of Vietnam currently do not
have much of a voice either. Properties that
have been confiscated under the post 1975
policy "to advance quickly, strongly and steadily
toward Socialism” were transferred to various
hands under the Doi Moi policy of "Market
economy under socialist direction". Therefore
the past that was requested to be forgotten
was only a conveniently selected past to fit
the agenda of the Communist leadership and
Machiavellian politicians. Forget not the
triumph over the war which is used as a
historic justification for the monopoly in power
of the Communist party. Drop the slogan, "long
live the everlasting support of the great Soviet
Union." Also forget the slogan, "Fighting
against American Imperialism to save the
country” because the Communist party
leadership has been imploring American
support. In another camp, it is also to forget
the "Free World" in which freedom and
democracy were promoted as a contrast to the
Communist dictatorship to start with "the
Global economy" advocating economic
exchanges with dictatorships in a new hope
for democratization through (political)
education and enrichment of a new middle
class.

The deep wounds of the war probably have
begun to heal more or less within its
participants. The review of Mau Than is not
meant to rekindle the hatred of the war to
the later generations. Looking back at Tet Mau
Than, as a typical period of the war, is a must
since the parties involved are still at play above
the Vietnamese people. Comparing the past
with the current events will help in finding
out correct attitudes and solutions for the
future. What conclusions can one draw
comparing the solicitous open arms policy
toward the Americans today and the cold-
blooded determination of the Communists to
sacrifice innumerable lives in the Tet Offensive
and along the war with the motto "fight to
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SECTION 1

The next 8 pages are quotes from the most comprehensive study of the Hue massacre. Work

done by Douglas Pike.

Massacre at Hue

(Excerpt from "The Viet Cong Strategy of Terror”, Douglas Pike, p. 23-39)

The city of Hue is one of the saddest The
cities of our earth, not simply because of what
happened there in February 1968, unthinkable
as that was. It is a silent rebuke to all of us,
inheritors of 40 centuries of civilization, who
in our century have allowed collectivist politics-
abstractions all-to corrupt us into the worst of
the modern sins, indifference to inhumanity.

What happened in Hue should give pause
to every remaining civilized person on this
planet. It should be inscribed, so as not to be
forgotten, along with the record of other
terrible visitations of man’s inhumanity to man
which stud the history of the human race.

Hue is’ another demonstration of what
man can bring himself to do when he fixes no
limits on political action and pursues
incautiously the dream of social perfectibility.

What happened in Hue, physically, can
be described with a few quick statistics. A
Communist force which eventually reached
12,000 invaded the city the night of the new
moon marking the new lunar year, January
30, 1968. It stayed for 26 days and then was
driven out by military action.

In the wake of this Tet offensive, 5,800
Hue civilians were dead or missing. It is now
known that most of them are dead. The bodies
of most have since been found in single and
mass graves throughout Thua Thien Province
which surrounds this cultural capital of
Vietnam.

Such are the skeletal facts, the important
statistics. Such is what the incurious word
knows any thing at all about Hue, for this is
what was written, modestly by the word’s
press. Apparently it made no impact on the
world’s mind or conscience. For there was no
agonized outcry. No demonstration at North
Vietnamese embassies around the world.

In a tone beyond bitterness, the people
there will tell you that the world does not

know what happened in Hue or, if it does,
does not care.

The Battle

The Battle of Hue was part of the
Communist Winter-Spring campaign of 1967-
68. The entire campaign was divided into three
phases:

Phase 1 came in October, November, and
December of 1967 and entailed “coordinated
fighting methods,” that is, fairly large, set-
piece battles against important fixed instal-
lations or allied concentrations. The battles
of Loc Ninh in Binh Long Province, Dak To in
Kontum Province, and Con Tien in Quang Tri
Province, all three in the mountainous interior
of South Vietnam near the Cambodian and
Lao borders, were typical and, in fact, major
elements in Phase I.

Phase Il came in January, February, and
March of 1968 and involved great use of
“independent fighting methods,” that is, large
numbers of attacks by fairly small units,
simultaneously, over a vast geographic area
and using the most refined and advanced
techniques of guerrilla war. Whereas Phase |
was fought chiefly with North Vietnamese
Regular (PAVN)[1] troops (at that time some
55,000 were in the Southj, Phase II was fought
mainly with Southern Communist (PLAF)[2]
troops. The crescendo of Phase Il was the Tet
offensive in which 70,000 troops attacked 32
of South Vietnam’s largest population centres,
including the city of Hue.

Phase III, in April, May, and June of 1968,
originally was to have combined the in-
dependent and coordinated fighting methods,
culminating in a great fixed battle somewhere.
This was what captured documents guardedly
referred to as the “second wave”. Possibly it
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ko4 V ai nét vé Hué
vwﬁ I
q’: N S €u so vdi tiéu chuan vé thoi gian cua cic thanh phd khic o A
Teds ‘?LJ chau thi Hu€ khong duge coi 1a mot thanh phd ¢é vi mdi chi
khoang gan 200 tudi. Mot trong nhimg quyét dinh dau tién cua
vua Gia Long, sau khi 1én ngo6i vao nam 1801, 1a doi kinh d6 ve Hué
véi thanh ldy va cung dién duge dung xay dung bén giong song Huong
sau dé. (Kinh d6 c6 ctia Viét Nam tir trude van 1a & Ha Noi).

Sau nhimng thang tram cua lich sir, Sai gon va Ha Noi da trd thanh trung
tam thuong mai hoac chinh tri cia Viét Nam. Trong khi Hué la trung
tam van héa, ndi tiéng véi nhimmg di tich lich sir, ton gido, dén dai vi mo
phan cia céac vi vua chia trieu Nguyén. Sau bién ¢& Tét Mau Than, Hué
¢4 thém mot ngdi mo ndi tiéng khic & nii Ba Vanh, d6 1a mo clia nhimg
B nan nhan v6 danh da bi Viét cong tham st trong bién ¢4 Tét Mau Than
£ duoc dem vé chon tap trung & do6.

Tom tat vé tran Mau Than ¢ Hué

rI‘rajm tan cong vao Hu€ cua Viét cong
cé thé tém luge nhu sau:

Boi canh: Trong chién cudc Viét Nam,
nhu 14 mot truyén théng, ci mdi lan Tét dén,
ca Viét Nam Cong Hoa lan Viét Cdong cung
tuyén bd ngung chién mot thoi gian ngin dé
ngudi dan dugc dén xuan, an Tét trong khung
canh thanh binh. Trong Tét Mau Than lénh
ngung chién 36 tiéng dong ho do ca hai phia
cong bd. ¢6 hiéu luc tir gita dém giao thira
(30/1/68), va phan nia quan s6 Viét Nam
Cong Hoa (VNCH) da roi don vi dé vé an
Tét véi gia dinh. Loi dung dip nay. Viét Cong
da vi pham ngay lénh huu chi€n clia chinh
ho, bat than md cdc cudc tan cong vao hau
hét cdc thanh phd. thi xa trén toan mién Nam
Viét Nam, trong dé ¢6 Hué, vao nhilng gi¢
phut thiéng liéng nhat cla dan toc.

Tai Hué, Viét Cong véi thanh phan chinh
gom tiéu doan 800 va 802 da xam nhap Hué
truée do, bat than md cudc tan coéng tr 3 gid
40 phdt dém 1 Tét. Sang hom sau Viét Cong
da kiém sodt toan bo thanh phé, ngoai trir Bo
Tu Lénh Su Doan I va trai C6 Van Quan Su
Hoa Ky. Céc don vi Viét Nam Cong Hoa va
Hoa Ky dugc lénh di chuyén vé dé cing cé
hai vi tri nay. VC diéu thém tiéu doan 804 dé
ngan chan cac don vi vira ké nhung that bai.
Hai vi tri ndi trén dugc cing ¢6 va dimg viing
cho dén lic thanh phé duge tai chiém.

Tran chién ti€p dién véi quan s6 duge
tang cuong nhimg ngay sau dé, Viét Cong
véi 16 tiéu doan; quan lyc Viét Nam Cong
Hoa va Pong Minh 14 tiéu doan. Bo doi
Cong San & trong thanh Hué va ven bién
phia tay thanh phé. Quan luc VNCH va
Pong Minh ¢ ba mat con lai, ké cad bd phia
nam song Huong. Luc luong Dong Minh
khdi dau tai chi€m bing phdo binh va phi
co dé ddnh bat VC ra khéi cdc vi tri. Tuy
nhién, v&i su kién ¢d, thanh Hué da tré thanh
cong su phong thu ly tudng cho cic lyc
lugng VC. Néu dung wu thé vé hoa luc thi
c6 thé sé tan pha ca thanh phd. P€ trdnh
truong hop nay, cidc luc luong VNCH va
Pong Minh di dugc 1énh phai chién dau dé
chi€m timg can nha, timg gbéc phd, trong
tran chién vo cling khé khan, tan khdc nay.

Dén tuan 1& thir ba cia thang hai thi
vong vay cua quan luc VNCH va Dong
Minh d3 xiét chat xung quanh Hué va dugc
lénh tién chiém thanh Hué. Sang ngay 24
thang hai, binh si Su Doan 1 B6 Binh VNCH
ha duge 14 c& VC treo trén cét ¢& trude dai
noi sudt 24 ngay trude dé. dé thay thé bang
¢ VNCH. Cudc giai phéng thanh phd Hué
thanh cong, di van con nhitng tran dung
do 1é té & ngoai 6. 2500 bo doi VC bi giét
va 2500 tén khac bi thuong trong tran chién
nay. Phia Dong Minh ¢6 375 ngudi tr tran.

Cugc tham sdt Mau Than
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was to have been Khe Sanh, the U.S. Marine
base in the far northern corner of South
Vietnam. Or perhaps it was to have been Hue.
There was no second wave chiefly because
events in Phases I and II did not develop as
expected. Still, the war reached its bloodiest
tempo in eight years then, during the period
from the Battle of Hue in February until the
lifting of the siege of Khe Sanh in late summer.

American losses during those three
months averaged nearly 500 killed per week;
the South Vietnamese {GVN) losses were
double that rate; and the PAVN-PLAF losses
were nearly eight times the American loss
rate.

In the Winter-Spring Campaign, the
Communists began with about 195,000 PLAF
main force and PAVN troops. During the nine
months they lost (killed or permanently
disabled) about 85,000 men.

The Winter-Spring Campaign was an all-
out Communist bid to break the back of the
South Vietriamese armed forces and drive the
government, along with the Allied forces, into
defensive city enclaves. Strictly speaking, the
Battle of Hue was part of Phase I rather than
Phase 1l since it employed “co-ordinated
fighting methods” and involved North Viet-
namese troops rather than southern guer-
rillas. It was fought, on the Communist side,
largely by two veteran North Vietnamese army
divisions: The Fifth 324-B, augmented by main
forces battalions and some guerrilla units
along with some 150 local civilian commissars
and cadres.

Briefly the Battle of Hue consisted of
these major developments:

The initial Communist assault, chiefly by
the 800th and 802nd battalions, had the force
and momentum to carry it across Hue. By
dawn of the first day the Communists
controlled all the city except the headquarters
of the First ARVN Division and the compound
housing American military advisors. The
Vietnamese and Americans moved up
reinforcements with orders to reach the two
holdouts and strengthen them. The Commu-
nists moved up another battalion, the 804th,
with orders to intercept the reinforcement
forces. This failed, the two points were rein-
forced and never again seriously threatened.

The battle then took on the aspects of a
siege. The Communists were in the Citadel
and on the western edge of the city. The
Vietnamese and Americans on the other three
sides, including that portion of Hue south of
the river, determined to drive them out, hoping
initially to do so with artillery fire and air
strikes. But the Citadel was well built and
soon it became apparent that if the Com-
munists’ orders were to hold, they could be
expelled only by city warfare, fighting house
by house and block by block, a slow and costly
form of combat. The order was given.

By the third week of February the
encirclement of the Citadel was well under
way and Vietnamese troops and American
Marines were advancing yard by yard through
the Citadel. On the morning of February 24,
Vietnamese First Division soldiers tore down
the Communist flag that had flown for 24 days
over the outer wall and hoisted their own.
The battle was won, although sporadic fighting
would continue outside the city. Some 2,500
Communists died during the battle and
another 2,500 would die as Communists
elements were pursued beyond Hue. Allied
dead were set at 357.

The Finds

In the chaos that existed following the
battle, the first order of civilian business was
emergency relief, in the form of food ship-
ments, prevention of epidemics, emer-gency
medical care, etc. Then came the home
rebuilding effort. Only later did Hue begin to
tabulate its casualties. No true post-attack
census has yet been taken. In March local
officials reported that 1,900 civilians were
hospitalized with war wounds and they
estimated that some 5,800 persons were
unaccounted for.

The first discovery of Communist victims
came in the Gia Hoi High School yard, on
February 26; eventually 170 bodies were
recovered.

In the next few months 18 additional grave
sites were found, the largest of which were
Tang Quang Tu Pagoda (67 victims), Bai Dau
(77), Cho Thong area {(an estimated 100), the
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Cac cudc tim kiém

Trong sy hon don ti€p theo sau cudc chién, viéc
dau tién chinh pht VNCH phai thuc hién sau khi t4i
chiém Hué€ 1a ciru trg khan cép, tiép t&€ luong thuc,
thuc pham, phong chéng bénh dich, cung cap cic
dich vu y t€ khdn cdp.v.v.... Sau d6 I3 tai thiét thanh
phé va kiém ké nhimg thuong vong. Trong thdng 3/
68. cac vién chitc chinh phi bdo cdo la da chia tri
cho 1900 ngudi bi thuong tat vi chién tranh, d6 la
chua ké c6 khoang 5800 khac khong duoc kiém ké.

Cuoc khai quat dau tién thi thé cdc nan nhan bi
VC sét hai 1a & san truong trung hoc Gia Hoi vao
ngay 26 thing 2. Ngudi ta da tim thayl70 thi hai ¢
day.

Trong vai thdng sau dé. ngudi ta da kham pha
thém 18 vi tri khdc chon ddu thi hai cic nan nhan bi
VC giét. Dang ké 1a 0 chiia Tang Quang (76 thi hai).
Bai Dau (77 thi hai). Cho Thong (udc lugng khoang
100 thi hai), lang cdc vua Ty Dic va Dong Khanh
(2011thi hai), Thién Ham (khoang 200 thi hai), va Dong
Gi (khoang 100 thi hai). Téng cong c6 khodng 1200
(mot ngan hai tram) thi hai da duge tim thdy trong
nhimg ngdi md chon voi va, che dau so sai.

{t nhat 12 trong mot nira s6 thi hai nan nhan dé,
ngudi ta thay bang ching ranh ranh vé cich gi€t ngudi
dd man cua VC:

Céc nan nhéan bi tréi tay nguge ra phia sau lung,
miéng day gié€, thi hai co quap nhung khong c6 vét
thuong nao (ching té bi chén séng). S6 nan nhan
con lai minh mdy c¢6 ddu thuong tich, nhung khong
thé nao quyét doan 1a ho bi xir ban hay bi dan lac
trong ldc chién tranh.

Nhém thi hai quan trong thit hai duge fim thay
trong 7 thing dau nam 1969 & quan Phi Tha, (Con
Cit - Lé Xa Tay), Huong Thuy (Xuan Hoa - Van
Duong) vao cudi thang ba va thang tu. Dén thing 5
ngudi ta tim thdy thém cdc md choén & quan Vinh
Loc, va dén thdng 7 thi khdm phd thém cdc mo ¢
viing Nam Hoa.

S6 thi hai nan nhan 16n nhat duge tim thay trong
nhém nay & Quan Phu Thit (Vinh Luu, Lé X4 Dong,
Xuan O) gan bd bién, véi con sé 800 thi hai.

Tai nhitng noi vira ké, nan nhan bi tréi thanh
tung nhém tit 10 dén 20 ngudi. Bi dua dén trude
miéng ho dio san, roi bi ban biang sing mdy. Thudng
mdéi mo chita 3 hoac 4 xdc chung véi nhau, khién
viéc nhan ra tong tich cuc ky khé khan.

Dén ngay 19/9/1969, 3 can binh hoi chdanh cho
si quan tinh bdo cua Lir Poan Khong Van 101 Hoa
Ky bi€t vao thang 2 nam 1968, chinh ho chimg kién
canh VC giét hang tram ngudi ¢ Sudi P4 Mai, cdach
phia nam Hué& khoang 10 dam. Day 12 moét ving
hoang da khong ai lui t6i. Todn tim ki€m ctia L Poan
Khong Van 101 da tim thay mot s6 rat 16n hai cot o
dé.

Qua tong hgp cic tin tifc, ngudi ta biét dugc
nhitng gl di xdy ra tai D4 Mai. Vao mung 5 Tét tai
quan Phu Cam. Khu nay ¢6 khoang 40 ngan dan cu,
ma 3 phan tu 13 ngudi Cong Gido. Mot sd 1dn dong
bao du theo dao hay khong, lic d6 ciing da chay vao
nha thé ldnh nan.

Mét cén bo chinh tri VC dén nha tho ra lénh cho
khodang 400 ngudi, mot s6 duge goi dich danh: mot
s0 khac thi dugc goi ra theo dién mao (thi du, thay ¢6
vé thudc giéi trung nién gidu cé chang han). Vién
c4n bo ndy néi vdi nhom ngudi vira ké 1a ho phai di
vao “viing giai phéng” (tic 12 ving VC) dé hoc tap
trong 3 ngay. sau do6 sé& dugc tha vé.

Ho bi dua di dén mot ngdi chia cdch dé 9
kilomet, noi VC dat bo chi huy. C6 20 ngudi bi goi ra
khoi nhém dé bi két t0i true "tod 4n". Ho bi hanh
quy€t, va xac dugc chon ngay tai san chiia. S6 nan
nhan con lai dugc dua qua song, ban giao cho don vi
VC dia phuong (cé bién nhan han hoi).

M4y ngay sau d6, cdc nan nhin bi din dén
nhitng viing xa x6i. C6 nhitng lic cdn b VC thiy la
can phai loai bd cdc nhdn chiing. Thé 14 cac nan nhan
bi din dén Sudi D4 Mai dé bi bdn, hay dap vd so.
Than x4c cta ho bi bdo miac duéi giong nudc chay
sudt 20 thdng. Con s6 nan nhan nay 1a bao nhiéu thi
kho ma biét duge. Hai ¢6t cua cic nan nhan khong
chi dugc tim thidy & bén giong sudi, ma trong hém
nidi, cdch Su6i B4 Mai khoang 100 mét 12 mét bai
day so va xuong ngudi.

Sau nay vién chic chinh quyén dia phuong cho
biét, trong s6 hai c6t d6, qua khdm nghiém. ho da
xac nhan dugc hai cdt cua 428 ngudi ma VC goi 1a
"phéan cich mang”. Trong s6 nay c¢6 25 phan tram la
quéan nhan (2 si quan, sé con lai 1a ha si quan va binh
si}), 25 phan tram 1a sinh vién 50 phan tram con lai 12
cdc vién chitc xa ap, cong nhan.

bén thiang 10 nam 1969, sau khi quan luc VNCH
lung diét hét tan binh VC & lang ddnh cd Luong Vién,
700 déan lang & day sau 20 thdng im lang vi sg VC tra
thl, da hudng dan cédc vién chifc di tim ki€m céc nan
nhan bi VC séit hai. Can ¢ theo sy miéu ta cia dan
lang (khong phai lic nao ciling rd rét) ngudi ta udc
lugng ¢6 it nhat 1a 300 nan nhan & Phd Thi. Va con

Cuoc thim sdt Mau Than

trang 18



imperial tombs area (201), Thien Ham (approx.
200), and Dong Gi (approximately 100). In all,
almost 1,200 bodies were found in hastily dug,
poorly concealed graves.

At least half of these showed clear
evidence of atrocity killings: hands wired
behind backs, rags stuffed in mouths, bodies
contorted but without wounds (indicating
burial alive). The other nearly 600 bore wound
marks but there was no way of determining
whether they died by firing squad or incidental
to the battle.

The second major group of finds was
discovered in the first seven months of 1969
in Phu Thu district—the Sand Dune Finds and
Le Xa Tay—and Huong Thuy district—Xuan
Hoa-Van Duong—in late March and April.
Additional grave sites were found in Vinh Loc
district in May and in Nam-Hoa district in July.

The largest of this group were the Sand
Dune Finds in the three sites of Vinh Luu, Le
Xa Dong and Xuan O located in rolling,
grasstufted 'sand dune country near the South
China Sea. Separated by salt-marsh valleys,
these dunes were ideal for graves. Over 800
bodies were uncovered in the dunes.

In the Sand Dune Find, the pattern had
been to tie victims together in groups of 10 or
20, line them up in front of a trench dug by
local corvee labour and cut them down with
submachine gun (a favourite local souvenir is
a spent Russian machine gun shell taken from
a grave). Frequently the dead were buried in
layers of three and four, which makes
identification particularly difficult.

In Nam Hoa district came the third, or
Da Mai Creek Find, which also has been called
the Phu Cam death march, made on Sept. 19,
1969. Three Communist defectors told
intelligence officers of the 101st Airborne
Brigade that they had witnessed the killing
of several hundred people at Da Mai Creek,
about 10 miles south of Hue, in February of
1968. The area is wild, un-populated, virtually
inaccessible. The Brigade sent in a search
party, which reported that the stream
contained a large number of human bones.

By piecing together bits of information, it
was determined that this is what happened
at Da Mai Creek: On the fifth day of Tet in the
Phu Cam section of Hue, where some three-

quarters of the City’s 40,000 Roman Catholics
lived, a large number of people had taken
sanctuary from the battle in a local church, a
common method in Vietnam of escaping war.
Many in the building were not in fact Catholic.

A Communist political commissar arrived
at the church and ordered out about 400
people, some by name and some apparently
because of their appearance (prosperous
looking and middle-aged businessmen, for
example). He said they were going to the
“liberated area” for three days of indoc-
trination, after which each could return home.

They were marched nine kilometres
south to a pagoda where the Communists had
established a headquarters. There 20 were
called out from the group, assembled before a
drumhead court, tried, found guilty, executed
and buried in the pagoda yard. The remainder
were taken across the river and turned over
to a local Communist unit in an exchange that
even involved banding the political commissar
a receipt. It is probable that the commissar
intended that their prisoners should be re-
educated and returned, but with the turnover,
matters passed from his control.

During the next several days, exactly how
many is not known, both captive and captor
wandered the countryside. At some point the
local Communists decided to eliminate
witnesses: Their captives were led through
six kilometres of some of the most rugged
terrain in Central Vietnam, to Da Mai Creek.
There they were shot or brained and their
bodies left to wash in the running stream.

The 101st Airborne Brigade burial detail
found it impossible to reach the creek overland,
roads being non-existent or impassable. The
creek’s foliage is what in Vietnam is called
double-canopy, that is, two layers, one
consisting of brush and trees close to the
ground, and the second of tall trees whose
branches spread out high above. Beneath is
permanent twilight. Brigade engineers spent
two days blasting a hole through the double-
canopy by exploding dynamite dangled on long
wires beneath their hovering helicopters. This
cleared a landing pad for helicopter hearses.
Quite clearly this was a spot where death
could be easily hidden even withcut burial.

The Da Mai Creek bed, for nearly a
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MAP INDICATING MAJOR BODY FINDS
NHUNG PIADIEM TIM THAY THI HAINAN NHAN
8C

\ .‘
. e TOTAL 19 SITES; THE MAJOR ONES ARE:
CAC DIA BIEM CHINH TiM THAY THI HAI NAN NHAN

SECOND FINDS: (L?\N THU NHi) 8: Phi Thii (Sand Dune): - 8a: Vinh Luu, -8b:

60
e L
FIRST FINDS: (LAN THU NHAT) 1: Gia Héi Highschool (Tridng trung hoc Gia
Hoi) 2:Tang Quang Pagoda ( Chua Tang Quang) 3: Con Mo (Bai Dau) 4: Chg
‘f' N NAM ”o‘ Théng 5: Ty Biic, D8ng Khanh Imperial Tombs 6 - Thién Ham 7 - Dbng Gi
\\\i

L& X4 Dang, -8¢: Xuan O 9: Xuan Hoa - Van Dudng 10: L& X4 Tay 11: Vinh Lic
District 12: Nam Hoa District

AN
N2 12
< 1 THIRD FINDS: (LAN THU BA) 13: Ba Mai Creek

FOURTH FINDS: (LAN THU TU) 14: Salt Flat Finds (Quan Pha Thi)
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s6 c6 thé lén dén 1000 ngudi.

Cudc tim kiém thi hai cdc nan nhan van chua
ket thic. Néu su udc lugng cha céc vién chic tai Hué
kha chinh xdc, thi van con gan 2 ngan nan nhan bi
mat tich (sau nay ngudi ta biét hau hét s6 nay da bi
giét).

Téng s6 thiét hai tai Hu€ sau bién c6 Tét Mau
Than dugc udc luong nhu sau:

- Tong s6 thuong dan thuong vong ... 7500
- SO bi thuong vi chién tranh .................... 1900
- SO" thudng dan bi UF 0an..........o.ecoeeenenne... 844
- 80 thi hai tim thay trong dot diu ............ 1173
- S0 thi hai tim thay trong dot 2:................... 809
- SO hai cot tim thdy trong dot 3 ...........c...... 428
_ S hai c6t tim thay trong Aot 4 ................. 300
« SAE 5O et 100

- 80 nguoi mat tich hién chua tim duoc.... 1946

Nhirng 1y ¢6 cia Cong San

St_r giét chéc cua Viét cong trong cudc tham
sat & Hué, néu so vdi nhimg khing b6 ma
Viét Cong da thuc hién & mién nam tr trude, da vugt
xa vé ca s6 lugng ciing nhu mitc do tan bao. Sy khic
biét khong chi ¢ mic do, ma con & d cich thuc hién.

Sy khung bg, giét ngudi cua Viét cdng & Hué
khong phai 1a hanh dong nhiam nang cao tinh than
can binh, khi ho nhanh chéng thoc sau vao cr dia
cta d&i phuong, dé ching to6 1a d6i phuong yéu ét,
hoac dé cho ngudi ta thay kha nang cla Viét cong.
Hanh dong giét ngudi cua Viét cong ¢ day hoan toan
khdc vdi sy gi€t chée dan lanh ma Viét cong timg
thuc hién & nhitng ving chiing kiém sodt. Su tan sat
& Hué ciing khong phai 13 hanh dong dé dé cao "dai
nghia” ma Viét cong van tuyén truyén; hoac danh lac
hudéng, ¢o lap tam ly; vi hau hét nhimg vu giét chéc
dugc thire hién mot cach bi mat. Hon nita, trong cudc
tham sat Tét Mau Than, Viét cong giét nhimg ngudi
c6 tén trong s6 den. chit khong khong nhim tiéu diét
lue lugng do6i phuong.

Vu giét ngudi tap thé & Hué ciing khong nham
muc tiéu khiéu khich, dé khi€n chinh quyén phan
tng lai quéd tay. Mdi muyc tiéu ctia vu tham sdt ¢6
nhiéu yé€u t6, nhung khong yéu t6 nao c6 thé giai
thich duge cdch thific va mic d¢ to 16n cia vu nay.

Nhirng gia thuyét dua ra dudi day nhiam 1y gidi
va hé théng nhing gi dd duge tién hanh trong vu
tham sat Hu€, ma bé ngoai c6 vé 1é té, don gian. Ba
di kién can dugc luu y, va sé 1a nhimg chitng minh
o rang cho bat ci mot ai dén tham Hué€ d€ tim hiéu
nguyén nhan, ciing nhu dé biét dich xdc vé vu tham
sat. Ba dir kién nay 1a nhitng su kién hop tinh hop 1y.
Sau khi ti€p xuc vdi cac vién chic dia phuong, canh
sat, chuyén gia Hoa Ky, nhitng ngudi chitng kién,
cdc ti binh, hdi chanh va mot s6 it ngudi may min
thodt chét, thi ba su kién nay lai duge cang lap di lap
lai nhigu tan.

Dir kién thir nhat: C6 thé 1a di kién quan trong
nhat. Cic vu giét ngudi khong phai vi gian dii, buc
doc, hoac vi hoang mang khi viéc Cong San rit lui
khéi Hué. Ngudi ta thudng nghe cdch giai thich nay,
mot cach gidi thich khong dua trén co s& cia nhimg
cudc ditu tra k¥ ludng. Khi xem xét lai timg vu tham
sdt, ngudi ta thdy bang chimg hién nhién 12 viec giét
ngudi cua Viét cong hoan toan cé tinh toan.

Dir kién thit hai: Gan nhu t4t ca nhitng vu giét
ngudi déu do cdn cdn bo dia phuong thi hanh. 12000
bo d0i chinh quy Bac Viét khong nhing tay vao. Da
s6 150 cdn bd Viet cong hoat dong trong tinh Thira
Thién chinh la nhilg ngudi ra 1&nh thuc hién vu tham
sat. Viéc ho ¢6 nhan l1énh hay chi thi tir trung wong
hay khong thi khé ma bi€t dugc. Nhung theo 16i 16
chitc cua Cong San thi diéu nay at la phai ¢6.

Dir kién thit ba: ngoai viéc giét nhimg ngudi bi
goi 1a "phan dong” dé lam guong, da s6 nhimg vu
gi€t déu dugc thuc hién bi mat, va c6 nd luc chén
dadu thi hai nan nhan. Nhiéu ngudi twong rang Hué la
noi di x4y ra nhimg vu xu tir tap thé, véi hang nii
xdac nguoi xinh rita. Nhimg vu gi€t ngudi cong khai
trong thanh phd, khong nhiéu, va chi duge thyuc hién
trong may ngiy dau. M6 ma cla cdc nan nhan trong
trrong hogp nay khé ma ddu di€ém duge. Nhitng vu
giét tap thé sau d6 hoan toan dugc che gidu k¥ ludng,
tai nhitng ving khudt lap, khé tim ra. C6 1€ vi nhimg
dia diém nay di duoc chon lua truée.

Tim thi hai nan nhan & vung con cét cing khd
khan nhu tim vé sd & bd bién, vi séng v6 lam mat di
dau tich. Viét cong phai nd luc 1d4m dé 4p tai nhimg
nan nhan dén viing P4 Mai xa xo6i héo lanh nhét trong
tinh Thira Thién dé giét. Néu khong ¢ ba hoi chanh
vién dan dudng dén noi nay thi chic 1a khé ma tim ra
duge hai cdt clia cdc nan nhan bi giét tai day. Khi di
dén tat ca nhitng dia diém chén ddu xé4c nan nhan,
ngudi ta thdy Viét cong da hét sic dé che ddu nhimg
hanh vi tan bao cua ching.

Gia thuyét dua ra ciing lueong dinh ti€n trinh timg
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hundred yards up the ravine, yielded skulls,
skeletons and pieces of human bones. The
dead had been left above ground (for the
animists among them, this meant their souls
would wander the lonely earth forever, since
such is the fate of the unburied dead), and 20
months in the running stream had left bones
clean and white.

Local authorities later released a list of
428 names of persons whom they said had
been positively identified from the creek bed
remains. The Communists’ rationale for their
excesses was elimination of “traitors to the
revolution.” The list of 428 victims breaks
down as follows: 25 per cent military: two
officers, the rest NCO’s and enlisted men; 25
per cent students; 50 per cent civil servants,
village and hamlet officials, service personnel
of various categories, and ordinary workers.

The fourth or Phu Thu Salt Flat Finds
came in November, 1969, near the fishing
village of Luong Vien some ten miles east of
Hue, another desolate region. Government
troops early in the month began an intensive
effort to clear the area of remnants of the
local Communist organization. People of Luong
Vien, population 700, who had remained silent
in the presence of troops for 20 months
apparently felt secure enough from Communist
revenge to break silence and lead officials to
the find. Based on descriptions from villagers
whose memories are not always clear, local
officials estimate the number of bodies at Phu
Thu to be at least 300 and possibly 1,000.

The story remains uncompleted. If the
estimates by Hue officials are even appro-
ximately correct, nearly 2,000 people are still
missing.

“After 30 Years. the Dove’ of Peace”
—Richmond Times-Diopet -

Hinh trén: Viét Nam trong "Hoa Binh"
Hinh dusi: Do Té

*BUTCHERS /"
1967 Chicago Sun-Times
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giai doan cua Viét cong trong thoi gian tai Hu€, ciing
hinh thifc ra 1énh giét ngudi cua timg giai doan. Qua
nhitng bang ching, ngui ta thiy y dinh cua Viét cong
tai Hu¢ thay d6i tily theo nhitng bién chuyén ciia tran
chién.

Ciing qua cdc bang ching, nguoi ta thdy khong
¢6 mot ménh lénh chung cho nhitng vu hanh quyét,
ma thay déi tily theo tinh hinh. Tir twong quan nay, ta
c6 thé chia toan bo vu tham sit ra 1am ba giai doan.
Két luan vira ké dugc dya vao nhimng tai liéu chinh
thitc cua Viét cong, 1i khai cla tu binh, hoi chidnh
vién, cua cdc nhan ching con soéng sét, cuing nhimg
tai liéu tich thu duge va nhiing ly luan ding trong noi
bo cua Cong San.

Hué: Giai Poan I

Khi chuan bi cudc tan cong, cdn bd cho céc si
quan Viét cong biét 1a ho sé & thanh pho 7 ngay ma
thoi. Vao budi chiéu trude khi cudc tan cong dién ra,
nghi quyét ciia Pang Nhan Dan Cich Mang (tic dang
Cong San tai Mién Nam) da nhan manh viéc nay, va
pho bién dén hau hét cdc can binh; véi chi thi chiém
gilt thanh phé, dua cdc 16 chice chinh tri cia Cong
San ra hoat dong, thiét lap guong mdy hanh chanh,
v.v.... Trong mét budi phdt thanh ngay 1 thang 2, dai
Ha Noi da phan nio cong bo ¥ dinh vira ké .

Nhirng dién bién sau d6 da duge dai Ha Noi mod
ta bang nhiéu cach. Chang han nhu trong budi phat
thanh ngay 4/2. dai nay néi: "Sau mgr tiéng dong ho
tan coéng, quan doi cach mang da chiém dinh tinh
triwong (Huél, trai giam va cdc co quan cua chinh
phit bt nhin va tring phat nhitng tén dc on, kiém
sodr dudng phd, truy ling va tring phat hang chuc
tén dc on khde, khién bé mady kim kep cua dich bj co
cum va xup dé."

Trong th&i gian ngan & Hué, cdn bo va nhimg
todan hanh quyét da lung bat va xir tr mot s& nhan vat
quan trong, lam cho bd mdy cong quyén cia VNCH
bi suy y€u sau khi Viét Cong it lui.

Day la thoi gian ching dua ra tda xUr 4n theo
luat giang ho, dé giét ngudi theo nhimg danh sach
da duoc lap sdn. Toa 4n kiéu ndy duge lap & noi cong
cong, thuong 1a san bo chi huy tam thoi cla Viét cong.
Chi can 10 phit dé xir 4n mot ngudi, khong bi céo
nao dugc xét 1a vo 161, va viéc hanh quyét theo nhiéu
kiéu duogc thi hanh ngay sau d6. Xdc nan nhan duge
vili dap so sai hodc tra vé cho than nhan. Nan nhan
cta nhimg tdoa dn nay la cic nhdn vién dan sy, dac
biét 1a c6 lién quan dén nganh canh sdt va an ninh, si
quan quan doi, cdc than hao nhan si, nhat 1a cdc nha

gido va lanh dao tinh than.

Ngoai trit am muu nham hiém cda Viét cong doi
v4i thanh phan tri thitc & Hué, cach tién hanh moi
viéc trong giai doan 1 & Hu¢ 12 miu muc ma Viét
cong da thyc hién mot cach cé hé théng & cdc lang
mac tir hang chuc nam trude. Trong cach nay, bo wr
lénh cdc khu, hay lién khu, thudng truc thiét 1ap nhiing
danh sich den d€ dung trén ca nudc mdi khi c6 co
hoi thyc hién.

Tuy nhién, khong phai ai ¢6 tén trong sé den
cua Viét cong ciing déu bj sat hai. Nhiéu ngudi trong
thanh phan nay, di c6 tén trong s6 den, va séng trong
thanh phé trong suét thai gian Viét cong chiém dong
nhung da thodt dugc. Trong 24 ngay chiém thanh
phé, cén bo Viét cong cd cong suc sao dé tim bat
nhimg ngudi bi ching ghi trong s8 den. Nhung chi
sau vai ngay dau, né Iuc cua ching bi chuyén sang
mot chiéu hudéng mdi.

Hué : Giai doan II

Trong may ngay dau cua cudc tin cong vio
Hué, Viét cong da dat duge nhimg tién trién t6t dep.
Véi sy hdn ho cua nhimg thanh cong dé. Viét Cong
tuong rang ching sé gitr duge thanh phé Hué (mac
di bdo cdo cua cdc can b & nhitng vung mién nam
cho biét tinh hinh khong t6t). C6 thé la nhitng thanh
qua ban dau tai Hu¢ khong duge bdo cdo 1én trung
wong ma chi & cap dia phuong va cap tinh. Qua kiém
thinh truyén tin ngady 2 thang 2, ngudi ta biét can bd
Viét Cong tai Hu€ dugc ¢ vii 1a hidy kién tri vi "ky
nguyén mdi cua cugc cdch mang dang bdt dau”, (nhd
nhimg chién thing tai Hué€) va "chr cdn tdn cong chop
nhodng (tai Hué) dé ndm cdc noi then chét, hiu thu
hoach thdng loi hoan roan.”

Co quan ngon luan chinh thite cda Ha Noi, bdo
Nhan Dan cling khuéch dai luan diéu dé. To bdo viét:
"Nhu sdm sét, cupc tong noi dday dd ddanh thoc vao bé
lid b nhin... Ché d¢ bu nhin cua My dd bi tring phat
dich ddng va bdt ngo sup do. Ché do Thiéu-Ky sé
khong thodr khdi su sup do toan dién. Bé lii tay sai bi
suy nhugc va sé khong thodr khoi  bi tiéu diér."

Di nhién, nhitng luan diéu trén chi don thuan dé
¢ vii dang vién. Nhitng 15i 1&8 d6 luon luon duge
ding trong cdc van kién cua Cong San, ma ngudi ta
khé dodn dugc do la uéc mudn hay su that. Nhitng
loi khai cla cdc cdn binh h6i chdnh, cling nhu kiém
thinh & chién trudng cho thdy, trong may ngay dau,
cdn binh cdc cap déu nghi rang Hué da vinh vién
nam trong tay ho, va ho hanh dong ding nhu da duoc
chi thi,
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Re-capitulation of the dead and missing:

Afier the battle, the GVN’s total estimated civilian casualties resulting from Battle of Hue 7600
Wounded (hospitalized or outpatients) with injures attributable to warfare -1800
subtotal 5700
Estimated civilian deaths due to accident of battle -844

4756
First finds - bodies discovered immediately post battle, 1968 1173
subtotal 3583
Second finds - including Sand Dune finds, March-July, 1969 (est.) -809
subtotal 2774
Third find - Da Mai Creek find (Nam Hoa district) September, 1969 -428
subtotal 2346
Fourth Finds - Phu Thu Salt Flat find, November, 1969 {est.) -300
subtotal 2046
Miscellanecus finds during 1969 (approximate) 100
TOTAL YETUNACCOUNTEDFOR 1946

[1] PAVN: People’s Army of Vietnam, soldiers of North Vietnam Army serving in the South,

number currently 105,000.

[2] PLAF: People’s Liberation Armed Force, Formerly called the National Liberation Front Army.

Communist Rationale

The killing in Hue that added up to the
Hue Massacre far exceeded in numbers any
atrocity by the Com-munists previously in
South Vietnam. The difference was not only
one in degree but one in kind. The character
of the terror that emerges from an examination
of Hue is quite distinct from Communist terror
acts else-where, frequent or brutal as they
may have been.

The terror in Hue was not a morale
building act - the quick blow deep into the
enemy’s lair which proves enemy vulnerability
and the guerrilla’s omnipotence and which is
quite different from gunning down civilians in
areas under guerrilla control. Nor was it terror
to advertise the cause. Nor to disorient and

psychologically isolate the individual, since the
vast majority of the killings were done
secretly. Nor, beyond the blacklist killings,
was it terror to eliminate opposing forces.

Hue did not follow the pattern of terror to
provoke governmental over-response since it
resulted in only what might have been
anticipated-government assistance. There
were elements of each objective, true, but
none serves to explain the widespread and
diverse pattern of death meted out by the
Communists.

What is offered here is a hypothesis which
will suggest logic and system behind what
appears to be simple, random slaughter.
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Mot trong nhing hanh dong dé 1a ndi réng viéc
thuc hién lénh hanh quyét, va xay dung co cdu xa
hoi theo kiéu Cong San. Céc chi thi duge ban hanh tir
cap tinh dé lung bat nhilng thanh phan "tiéu cuc cla
xa hot", tic la nhimg thanh phan bi coi la nguy hai
cho xa h6i mdi. Nhimg ddi tugng trong s6 den nay
khong liét ké theo tiéu chuan timg cd nhan, ma theo
céc vi tri trong xa hoi cil.

Nhu da thay ¢ mién Bac va Trung cong, Viét
Coéng tim cach phd tan nén tdng x& hoi bang céach
ling diét cac vi lanh dao tinh thén, dang phai, va céc
phong trao xi hoi nhu phu nit, thanh thi€u nién, ké
ca nhiing lanh dao sinh vién than cong, nhung xuat
than tr gia dinh trung va thugng lvu. That 1a ngoai
sifc tudng tugng cua con nguoi.

C6 liic don vi dé giét khong tinh theo ¢4 nhan,
ma tinh theo don vi timg gia dinh. Trong mét trudng
hop ¢6 day du tai lieu va bang c6 dan chiing, cho
thay ca gia dinh bi gi€t cuing moét lic. Trong vu nay,
toan hanh quyét dén nha mot nhan si, ca hai vg
chong vi nhan si nay, con trai va con dau, co con
gai con doc than, vg chong ngudi gidp viéc va con
tho cua ho; tat ca déu bi giét hét. Con méo bi van
¢6; con ché bi dap dau; con ca vang bi virt ra dat.
Cong San tiéu diét su song trong can nha nay. Thé
1a moét don vi xa hoi bi diét trir.

Giai doan hai cing 1a giai doan ma cdc nd luc
cua Viét Cong, dé diét trir thanh phan tri thitc duge
thi hanh mot cach triet dé ¢ mot noi nhu Hué, duge
coi 1a noi tap trung nhiéu tri thic nhat & Viét Nam.
Nhimg nha tri thitc cdn séng s6t cho biét Cong San
rdt cam thu giGi tri thic. vi gidi nay choéng cong bang
cdch to ra rat coi thuong Cong San. Piéu nay dugc
coi 12 su si nhuc 16n cho Cong San. Gidi tri thic tai
Hué khinh bi chu nghia Cong San, vi cho ring chu
nghia ndy sinh sau dé mudn, khong cé gi néi bat.
Véi anh huong sau dam ctia Khéng va Phat gido,
Hué di la thanh tri cia truyén thong Viét Nam. Ngay
ca thoi gian cao diém trong thap mién 20, 30, cha
nghia Cong San khong hé duge dd dong dén. Hué
gat phang chl thuyét Cong San ngay tr trimg nudc.
Nhitng tri thitc tai cdc dai hoc chi day vé Midc Xit
LéNinit nua gid trong ca chuong trinh chinh tri hoc
trong nam. Vi ho thdy rang cha thuyét nong can nay
1a chii thuyét cta mot ddm man rg, khong ¢é chiéu
sau nhu Khéng hoc, khong mang tinh thian nhan dao
nhu Phat hoc. Vi thé¢ Cong Sédn, nhat 1a Cong San tai
Hué lai cang dién tiét khi bi gidi nha nho hay Phat Tir
bai bac. Sau khi bi tri thic gat phang di trong nhiéu
nam; nay, khi vira ¢é chan ditng tai Hué, Viét Cong
tim moi thi doan dé loai rir thanh phan nay. Tir day,
tri thiic Hu€ dugc thém mot bai hoc, dé 1a ho cé thé

coi thudng chi thuyét Cong San nhung khong thé
coi thudng bao luc Cong San.

S6 nguti bi giét trong giai doan Il lén dén
khoang 2000. Nhung van chua hét.

Hué: Giai doan II1

Truéc su hiing manh cua quan doi Dong Minh,
Cong San Ha noi thira biét 12 sé khong cam cu noi &
Hué. Tin kiém thinh tir noi thanh trong ngay 22 thang
2 cho biét, Cong quan tai Hu¢ xin rit lui, nhung khong
duge chép thuan, ma bi bat phai ti€p tuc ddnh. No
luc ti€p tuc ddanh nay cua Viét Cong hodn toan vo
ich, vi ngay 24 thanh ndi duge tai chiém.

[t nhat 1a tir tuan 1& trude d6 Viét Cong da bist
ching khong thé rdnh khoi bi ddy lui. D6 ciing 1a
lic khoi su giai doan III dé x6a dau tich. C6 thé toan
b6 thanh phan nam viing & Hué da bi 16 tir giai doan
II. Nhimg ngudi khong bi nghi ngd da ding ra nhan
dang. Mot trudng hop cu thé 13 mot ngudi dan Hué
da vo cung ngac nhién, vi sau 18 nam & k€ nha nhau,
anh mdéi biét ngudi hang xém "khong bao gio quan
tam vé viéc chinh tri” cta anh 12 mét chil tich phudng
(diéng hang tir thit 10 dén thir 15 trong hang ngii Cong
San nam viung). Tén nam vung khong thé hoat dong
duge nita vi da bi 16 dang.

Tir d6, giai doan Il ra doi: thu tiéu nhan ching.

C6 thé s6 ngudi bi giét nhiéu nhait 13 & trong giai
doan III. Nhiing ngui bi bat di, goi 12 dé hoc tap,
ding ra sé dugc tha vé. Nhung vi nhitng ngudi bat
ho di déu 1a ngudi dia phuong nén biét mat nhau hét.
Tir d6 th nhan khong nhitng 12 mot ganh nang ma
con 1a mot moi nguy cho Viét Cong. Do dé phai giét
ngudi dé bit miéng. Nhimg ngudi bi bat di tir nha tho
Phii Cam da phai chiu s6 phan nay. véi 15 thi hai cia
hoc sinh trung hoc dd duge tim ra tai rudng mudi Pha
Thit (1a mo6t phan coa dot tim kiém thi hai d rudng
mudi)

Viéc liét ké nhitng dit kién trong gia thuyét nay
nham cho ngudi doc dé dang hinh dung duogc chuyén
gi di x4y ra. Trén thuc t€ thi moi viéc khong don
gian nhu vay. Vi danh sidch thi tiéu duge cap nhat
lién tuc trong sudt thoi gian Hué bi chi€ém déng, ciing
nhu c¢6 nhitng truong hop diung danh nghia "Dang"
dé tra thi ¢4 nhan dudi chiéu bai "cong 1y cidch mang”.
Ngoai ra ciing con c¢é 1oi don lan truyén & Hué, du
rang khong cé chimng cé, 1a ong Ho Chi Minh da bi
cy tuyét khi xin day hoc & day, nén dam ra rdt ghét
Hué€ (cting nhu Hitler ghét Stalingrad), nén chinh cd
nhan o6ng Ho dd ra lénh tan sat.
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Before dealing with it, let us consider three
facts which constantly reassert themselves
to a Hue visitor seeking to discover what
exactly happened there and, more importantly,
exactly why it happened. All three fly in the
face of common sense and contradict to a
degree what has been written. Yet, in talking
to all sources - province chief, police chief,
American advisor, eye witness, captured
prisoner, hoi chanh (defector} or those few
who miraculously escaped a death scene-the
three facts emerge again and again.

The first fact, and perhaps the most
important, is that despite contrary ap-
pearances virtually no Communist killing was
due to rage, frustration, or panic during the
Communist withdrawal at the end. Such
explanations are frequently heard, but they
fail to hold up under scrutiny. Quite the
contrary, to trace back any single killing is to
discover that almost without exception it was
the result of a decision rational and justifiable
in the Communist mind. In fact, most killings
were, from the Communist calculation,
imperative.

The second fact is that, as far as can be
determined, virtually all killings were done
by local Communist cadres and not by the
PAVN troops or Northerners or other outside
Communists. Some 12,000 PAVN troops
fought the battle of Hue and killed civilians in
the process but this was incidental to their
military effort. Most of the 150 Communist
civilian cadres operating within the city were
local, that is from the Thua Thien province
area. They were the ones who issued the
death orders.

Whether they acted on instructions from
higher headquarters (and the Communist
organizational system is such that one must
assume they did), and, if so, what exactly those
orders were, no one yet knows for sure.

The third fact is that beyond “example”
executions of prominent “tyrants”, most of the
killings were done secretly with extraordinary
effort made to hide the bodies. Most outsiders
have a mental picture of Hue as a place of
public executions and prominent mass burial
mounds of fresh-turned earth. Only in the
early days were there well-publicized
executions and these were relatively few. The

burial sites in the city were easily discovered
because it is difficult to create a graveyard in
a densely populated area without someone
noticing it. All the other finds were well
hidden, all in terrain lending itself to
concealment, probably the reason the sites
were chosen in the first place.

A body in the sand dunes is as difficult to
find as a seashell pushed deep into a sandy
beach over which a wave has washed. Da Mai
Creek is in the remotest part of the province
and must have required great exertion by the
Communists to lead their victims there. Had
not the three hoi chanh led searchers to the
wild uninhabited spot the bodies might well
remain undiscovered to this day. A visit to all
sites leaves one with the impression that the
Communists made a major effort to hide their
deeds.

The hypothesis offered here connects and
fixes in time the Communist assessment of
their prospects for staying in Hue with the
kind of death order issued. It seems clear
from sifting evidence that they had no single
unchanging assessment with regard to
themselves and their future in Hue, but rather
that changing situations during the course of
the battle altered their prospects and their
intentions.

It also seems equally clear from the
evidence that there was no single Communist
policy on death orders; instead the kind of
death order issued changed during the course
of the battle. The correlation between these
two is high and divides into three phases. The
hypothesis therefore is that as Communist
plans during the Battle of Hue changed so did
the nature of the death orders issued. This
conclusion is based on overt Communist
statements, testimony by prisoners[1] and hoi
chanh, accounts of eyewitnesses, captured
documents and the internal logic of the
Communist situation.

[1] Including one Son Lam (Party name), the
highest ranking civilian prisoner taken who was
part of the Hue offensive; he was a combination
political commissar, district chief and local guerrilla
unit leader in Hue at the start of the battle as well
as during most of the subsequent period. He was
not captured until much later.
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Hue: Phase 1

When the Communists were preparing
their attack on Hue, their cadres at the sand
table exercises deep in the jungle told officers
they would be in the city seven days and no
more. A message was passed on to most of
the attackers on the eve of the battle. It was
stated more or less openly in public pro-
nouncements. Hanoi Radio on February 1, for
example, described the attack as an effort “to
remove Saigon power at certain levels,
accelerating the process of decomposition of
the Saigon administration.”

Thinking in Phase [ was well expressed
in a Communist Party of South Vietnam (PRP)
resolution issued to cadres on the eve of the
offensive:

"Be sure that the liberated... cities are
successfully consolidated. Quickly activate
armed and political units, establish ad-
ministrative organs at all echelons, promote
{civilian} defence and combat support activities,
get the people to establish an air defence
system and generally motivate them to be
ready to act against the enemy when he
counterattacks...”

This was the limited view at the start -
held momentarily. Subsequent developments
in Hue were reported in different terms. Hanoi
Radio on February 4 said: “After one hour’s
fighting the Revolutionary Armed Forces
occupied the residence of the puppet provincial
governor (in Hue), the prison and the offices
of the puppet administration... The Re-
volutionary Armed Forces punished most cruel
agents of the enemy and seized control of the
streets... rounded up and punished dozen of
cruel agents and caused the enemy organs of
control and oppression to crumble...

During the brief stay in Hue, the civilian
cadres, accompanied by execution squads,
were to round up and execute key individuals
whose elimination would greatly weaken the
government’s administrative apparatus fol-
lowing Communist withdrawal. This was the
blacklist period, the time of the drumhead
court. Cadres with lists of names and
addresses on clipboards appeared and called
into kangaroo court various “enemies of the
Revolution.”

Their trials were public, usually in the
court-yard of a temporary Communist
headquarters. The trials lasted about ten
minutes each and there are no known not-
guilty verdicts. Punishment, invariably
execution, was meted out immediately. Bodies
were either hastily buried or turned over to
relatives. Singled out for this treatment were
civil servants, especially those involved in
security or police affairs, military officers and
some non-commissioned officers, plus
selected non-official but natural leaders of the
community, chiefly educators and religionists.

With the exception of a particularly
venomous attack on Hue intellectuals, the
Phase I pattern was standard operating
procedure for Communists in Vietnam. It was
the sort of thing that had been going on
systematically in the villages for ten years.
Permanent blacklists, prepared by zonal or
inter-zone party headquarters have long
existed for use throughout the country,
whenever an opportunity presents itself.

However, not all the people named in the
lists used in Hue were liquidated. There were
a large number of people who obviously were
listed, who stayed in the city throughout the
battle, but escaped. Throughout the 24-day
period the Communist cadres were busy
hunting down persons on their blacklists, but
after a few days their major efforts were
turned into a new channel.

Hue: Phase Il

In the first few days, the Tet offensive
affairs progressed so well for the Communists
in Hue (aithough not to the south, where party
chiefs received some rather grim evaluations
from cadres in the midst of the offensive in
the Mekong Delta) that for a brief euphoric
moment they believed they could hold the city.
Probably the assessment that the Communists
were in Hue to stay was not shared at the
higher echelons, but it was widespread in Hue
and at the Thua Thien provincial level. One
intercepted Communist message, apparently
written on February 2, exhorted cadres in Hue
to hold fast, declaring; “A new era, a real
revolutionary period has begun (because of our
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Cudc tham sat Tét Mau Than tai Hué
Qua tuong thuat cua mot so ky gia quéc té

Cudc tan sat day hiéu qua
(An efficient massacre)

Stewart Harris

L1 gidi thiéu (cua Tuan bdo Time): Cong Sdn
Viét Nam da tan sdt hang tram nguoi dan vo (o1 trong
cuoc tong cong kich Tet Mau Than, dic biét 13 tai
Hué va xung quanh thanh phoé nay. Noi ma nguoi ta
udc lrong con s6 nan nhan bj tan sat tir 200 dén
400 nguor (%). La mot ky gid nguoi Anh chong lai
chinh sdch cua Hoa Ky rai Viét Nam, Stewart Harris
da tuyén bo, ong khong theo chinh sdch cia Hoa
Ky d€ viét nhilng bai viét tuyén truyén, do 1a diéu tu
nhién. Sau khi Viét Cong bi ddnh bai, ky gid Harris
dén Hué dé diéu tra vé vu tham sdt. Duci diy 1a bai
viél cia Stewart Harris vé nhimg gi ong thiy duoc
qua cugc tham sdt dé. Bai ndy duoc dang trén bdo
London Times mot tudn 1é sau chuyén viéng tham
Hué vira ké cua ong.

Quan Cong san Bac Viét va Mat Tran Giai
Phéng Mién Nam da giét nhiéu ngudi Viét Nam, mot
sO ngudi My va vai ngudi ngoai quoc khac khi cude
chién dién ra & trong, va xung quanh thanh phé Hué.
Toi biét chic diéu nay sau khi di bd ra may ngay &
Hué dé tim hiéu nhilng t6 gidc vé hanh vi giét chéc
va tra tdn cua Quian D61 Cong San. Toi da chiing
kién tan mat va chup hinh nhitng canh tugng do,
nhung toi cling khong thé nao khong dwa vao tin nic
cua dan chiing va binh si Viét Nam, Hoa Ky, Uc va
nhiéu ngudi khac. Tat ca nhitng nhan ching, déu cé
vé thanh thuc, ké lai cho t6i nhilmg gi ma ho tin 1a da
x4y ra.

Vao budi chiéu niang dep, tai mot thung liing
xanh co & viung Nam Hoa, cach phia nam Hué 10
dam, t6i cung chudn dy Ostara, mot ¢6 vadn quan su
cua quan doi VNCH, ding trén sudn do6i day nhimg
16 vira méi dao. Duéi chan doi la nhitng tdm chiéu
pht trén bat ni 1ong. Ostara lat chi€u 1én, toi thay hai
xac ngudi, tay ho bi tréi phia trén ciii cho, giat nguoc
vé phia sau. Nan nhan bi ban tir phia sau dau, dan
tré ra dang miéng. Khé ma nhan dién dugc nan nhan.
Ngay hom trude, 27 ngudi dan ba trong lang di vac
cudc chim di dao x4Gi kiém xdc chong con ho & mot
noi cich lang 3 dam, sau khi nghe néi cé ngudi nghe

tiéng dao xdi dat dd4 & canh con dudng ma Viet Cong
di di qua dé dén Hué. Bo Doi Cong San da bit di 27
ngudi, trong d6 ¢d vai ngudi 1a vien chic trong lang,
mot s6 1a thanh thi€u nién dé 1am phu khuan vic, hay
dé xung vao bo déi cua ching.

- Bob Kelly, mot ¢6 van cao cap cua tinh Thira
Thién cho bi€t, cdc nan nhan chi don gian bi toa an
nhan dan két 4n mot cdch voi va roi bi xir tr véi 1o
danh: "Ké thu cua nhan dan". Ho la nhimg vién chitc
xa ap, thuong la o cdp thap. Mot s6 ngudi khic bi
gi€t vi ho khong con hiru ich cho Viét Cong, hoac
khong cong tac vdi ching. Vai cong tdc vién cua o6ng
Bob Kelly bi phanh thay moét cdch tham khéc. Tuy
nhién, Bob Kelly cho rang nhitng ngudi nay bi chat
ra thanh timg khic sau khi ho di bi giét. Nan nhan bi
tr6i va bi ban tir phia sau dau. Ong Kelly di gidp dao
x6i tim xac mot nan nhan. Bob Kelly da néi vé ngusi
viét bai nay 13, mot nguoi Viét Nam ma ong hing
kinh trong cho biét, mét s6 nan nhan da bi chon séng.

Trung Uy Gregory Sharp, mot ¢S van Hoa Ky
cha tiéu doan 21 Biét Dong Quan cho toi biét, hom
14 thing 3, binh si cla 6ng ta da tinh ¢ khdm pha ra
25 ngdi md mdi trong mot nghia trang & cach Hué 5
dam vé hudng dong. Trong sG nhitng ngo6i mo dé, ¢6
dén 6, 7 nan nhan bi chén ngap dén c6, dau nho lén
khoi mat dat. Theo Trung Uy Sharp thi hinh hai nan
nhan chang con nguyén ven, vi di bi kén kén va ché
tranh nhau xau xé. Trung Uy Sharp cho biét, mot s6
nan nhan bi ban vao dau, mot s6 khdc khong bi ban.
ma bi chén song. Ciing theo vién trung dy nay thi &
mot vai noi 6ng ta da thay nhitng vét kéo trén mat
cét, nhu thé nan nhan ¢6 bam vao mat dat khi bi kéo
le. O Khu Ta Ngan, 3 si quan Uc da tim thay 7 thi hai
trong 3 hé chon. Nhimg ngudi nay bi tréi thic ké va
bi ban tir phia sau dau.

Ngay sau khi dén Hué, 161 di dung xe dip di
chung véi 3 si quan Viét Nam dé xem xét mot vai dia
diém dang khai quat tim kiém thi hai nan nhan cua
vu tham sat. Dau tién chiing t6i dén trudong trung hoc
Gia Hoi & quan 2, phia dong Hué. O d6 ngudi 1a da
tim thay 22 hé chon méi. Mbi hé ¢6 tir 3 dén 7 nan
nhan. Khong khi kinh hoang van bao trim khu vuc
nay. Cac si quan cho t6i bi€t, cdc nan nhan déu bi
tréi, bi ban tir phia sau dau, hoac bi chén séng nhu &
nhitng noi khic.

- Diéu gi di xdy ra doi vdi khoang 40 ngan dan
Cong Giao & Hué? Ba phan tu s6 gido dan nay song
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Hue victories) and we need only to make swift
assault (in Hue) to secure our target and gain
total victory.”

The Hanoi official party newspaper, Nhan
Dan, echoed the theme:

“Like a thunderbolt, a general offensive
has been hurled against the U.S. and the
puppets... The U.S.-puppet machine has been
duly punished. The puppet administrative
organs... have suddenly collapsed. The Thieu-
Ky administration cannot escape from
complete collapse. The puppet troops have
become extremely weak and cannot avoid
being completely exterminated.”

Of course, some of this verbiage is simply
exhortation to the faithful, and, as is always
the case in reading Communist output, it is
most difficult to distinguish between belief and
wish. But testimony from prisoners and hoi
chanh, as well as intercepted battle messages,
indicate that both rank and file and cadres
believed for a few days they were permanently
in Hue, and they acted accordingly.

Among their acts was to extend the death
order and launch what in effect was a period
of social reconstruction, Communist style.
Orders went out, apparently from the
provincial level of the party, to round up what
one prisoner termed “social negatives,” that
is, those individuals or members of groups who
represented potential danger or liability in the
new social order. This was quite impersonal,
not a blacklist of names but a blacklist of titles
and positions held in the old society, directed
not against people as such but against “social
units.”

As seen earlier in North Vietnam and in
Communist China, the Communists were
seeking to break up the local social order by
eliminating leaders and key figures in religious
organizations {Buddhist bonzes, Catholic
priests), political parties (four members of the
Central Committee of Vietnam), social
movements such as women’s organizations
and youth groups, including what otherwise
would be totally inexplicable, the execution of
pro-Communist student leaders from middle
and upper class families.

In consonance with this, killing in some
instances was done by family unit. In one
well-documented case during this period a

squad with a death order entered the home
of a prominent community leader and shot
him, his wife, his married son and daughter-
in-law, his young unmarried daughter, a
male and female servant and their baby. The
family cat was strangled; the family dog was
clubbed to death; the goldfish scooped out
of the fishbowl and tossed on the floor. When
the Communists left, no life remained in the
house. A “social unit” had been eliminated.

Phase II also saw an intensive effort to
eliminate intellectuals, who are perhaps more
numerous in Hue than elsewhere in Vietnam.
Surviving Hue intellectuals explain this in
terms of a long-standing Communist hatred
of Hue intellectuals, who were antiCommunist
in the worst or most insulting manner: they
refused to take Communism seriously. Hue
intellectuals have always been contemptuous
of Communist ideology, brushing it aside as a
latecomer to the history of ideas and not a
very significant one at that.

Hue, being a bastion of traditionalism,
with its intellectuals steeped in Confucian
learning intertwined with Buddhism, did not,
even in the fermenting years of the 1920s,
and 1930s, debate the merits of Communism.
Hue ignored it. The intellectuals in the
university, for example, in a year’s course in
political thought dispense with Marxism-
Leninism in a half hour lecture, painting it as
a set of shallow barbarian political slogans with
none of the depth and time-tested reality of
Confucian learning, nor any of the splendor
and soaring humanism of Buddhist thought.
Since the Communist, especially the Com-
munist from Hue, takes his dogma seriously,
he can become demoniac when dismissed by
a Confucian as a philosophic ignoramus, or by
a Buddhist as a trivial materialist. Or, worse
than being dismissed, ignored through the
years. So with the righteousness of a true
believer, he sought to strike back and
eliminate this challenge of indifference. Hue
intellectuals now say the hunt-down in their
ranks has taught them a hard lesson, to take
Communism seriously, if not as an idea, at
least as a force loose in their world.

The killings in Phase II perhaps accounted
for 2,000 of the missing. But the worst was
not yet over.
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& viing Phi Cam, khu ngoai 6 phia Nam thanh pho
Hué. Ho da chéng cu manh liét khi Viét Cong dén,
mot s6 bi giét chét. Bon gido si Viét Nam bj bat dem
di, ba gido si ngoai quoc bi gi€t. Hai gido sI ngudi
Phip duge Viét Cong cho phép trd lai Phi Cam dé
gitp cédc ba so, nhung ho da bi giét trén dudng vé.
Mot gido si ngudi Phap bi hanh quyét ¢é 1€ vi 6ng ta
12 gidm muc tuyén 4y cua Hoa Ky.

Kiém diém tit ca nhitng bing chitng vé cdch
hanh x{r cha bo doi Cong San Bdc Viét va Mat Tran
Giai Phong Mién Nam tai Hué, ngudi ta thay duoc
diéu 16 rang va khong lam ai ngac nhién. D6 la: Viét
Cong da thuc hanh mot cdch ¢ hiéu qua chinh sach
c6 hiru cua Cong San trong viéc trirng phat, bang
cach hanh quyét nhitng ngudi phia qudc gia dugc
ching lua chon. G Hué, ciing nhu & céc noi khic,

Viét Cong khong ¢6 kha nang dé bit giit va hanh
quyét nhimg vién chitc quan trong. Vi cdc vién chic
nay biét tu bao vé mot cach k¥ ludng trong nhing
can cir vimg chéc, duge binh linh va cénh sit phong
thi. O Hué, ciing nhu & céc noi khic, nhimg ngudi
cang it c6 phuong tién dé€ ty vé thi cang dé dang trd
thanh nan nhéan cia Viét Cong. D6 1a cac vién chirc
X3 ap, cdc thay co gido, cdc canh sit vién.

Khoang tréng cta nhitng nan nhan dé bé lai
trong xa hoi mot lan nita lai duoc lap day, va t6i thay
khong thé nao dién ta hét su can dam clia nhitng ngudi
dang ti€p ndi vai trd trong xd hoi clia cdc nan nhan
da bj Viét Cong hanh quyét.(Time Apr. 5,1968, p.33)
(*)Pdyv la s6 woc lugng sau nhing cudc tim kiém so

khoi dugc thuc hién mot thdang sau khi cdc luc luong
Viét Nam Cong Hoa va Pong Minh gidi phéng Hué.

Tudng niém cudc tham sat Tet
Mau Théan
Trich "Betrayal in Vietnam", Louis A

Fanning, Arlington House Publishers, NY, NY,
pp- 49, 50.)

Vao thang 2 nam 1970, nguoi dan thanh pho
Hué da lam 1& tudng niém cdc nan nhan trong vu
tham sdt cua Viét Cong trong Tét Mau Than. Céac lyc
lugng Cong San, gom ca quan doi chinh quy Béac Viét
lan Cong San mién nam da ra tay thyc hién vu tham
s&t ddm madu nay khi ching chiém duge thanh phé
Hué c¢6 kinh trong cudc tong cong kich Tét Mau
Than. Thanh phan bi tham sdt bao gém coéng chic,
thay gido, gido su dai hoc, dan Ong, dan ba, tré em....
nghia 13 tat ca nhitg ai ¢6 thé dugc mo ho xem nhu
14 chong lai Cong San.

Trong cudc tong cong kich Tét Mau Than. cic
nan nhéan bi tréi chung v&i nhau tirng nhém 10 ngudi,
bi din dén nhitng h6 vira dao xong, r6i bi ddnh bé
so. Trong nhiéu trudng hgp nan nhan bi chon song.
Dan lang & gan nhitng noi nay cho bié€t ho nghe nhitng
ti€ng la hét tuyét vong cia cdc nan nhan trong nhiéu
dem lién tiép.

Sau khi quéan luc Viét Nam Cong Hoa va céc luc
lugng Pong Minh tai chi€ém thanh phé, dan ching
Hué da cdp to¢ di tim kiém nhitng ngudi bi Viét Cong
bat di trude d6. Ho da tim thdy hang loat nhimg mo
chon tap thé cdc nan nhan d6, gom 14 mo tap thé tai
Gia Hoi, 12 m6 tai chia Tang Quang, 3 mo & Bai
Dau, 20 mo ¢ lang Ty Pic va lang Pong Khanh.
Cho dén gilta nam 1970 nguoi ta da tim thdy thi thé,
hai c6t cta khoang 4 ngan nan nhan trong cudc tham
sat cua Cong San tai Hué€ trong Tét Mau Than.

Trich "VN a History" ctia Stanley Karnow, The
Viking Press, NY, 1983, pp. 530, 531

Nam thang trude d6 Viét Cong da cho tinh bio
tra tron vao ndi thanh, soan thao k¥ ludng hai danh
sach. Mot danh sdch gom gan hai trdm ngudi bao
gém tir cong chic, canh sdt cho dén vg 1€ cua quan
trudng. Danh sich kia gom nhimg thudng dan bi gan
goi 12 "thanh phan bao quyén va phan cich mang”,
cdc vién chic chinh quyén va gan nhu bat ¢\ ai ¢6
lién hé dén chinh quyén mién Nam; cling nhu céc
doanh nhan khong ti€p t€ cho Cong San, cdc nha tri
thitc, cac nha lanh dao ton gido. Viét Cong ciing ra

1énh bit giam bat ¢t ngudi My hodc ngudi ngoai quéc
nao; ngoai trit ngudi Phédp, vi téng thong De Gaulle
da chi trich chinh sdch clia Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam.

V@i cdc chi thi trén, ngay khi chiém duoc Hué,
Viét Cong da luc sodt timg nha. va khong dung tha
mot ai. Trong nhimg nam thdng sau d6, hai cGt cla
khoang ba ngan ngudi da duge khai quat gan céac bd
song, nhitng ruong mudi va nhiing cdnh ring. Cdc
nan nhan déu, hoac la bi bdn, bi dap vd so, hay bi
chon sdng. Piéu nghich 1y 1a dan ching Hoa Ky gan
nhu quén lang tran tham sat & Hué, ma chi chd trong
vao vu M¥ Lai, Khi tham viéng Viét Nam nam 1981,
t61 da khong moi duge chimg ¢& thém gi tir phia Cong
San.
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Hue: Phase III

Inevitably, and as the leadership in Hanoi
must have assumed all along, considering the
forces ranged against it, the battle in Hue
turned against the Communists. An in-
tercepted PAVN radio message from the
Citadel, February 22, asked for permission to
withdraw. Back came the reply: permission
refused, attack on the 23rd. That attack was
made, a last, futile one. On the 24th the
Citadel was taken.

That expulsion was inevitable was
apparent to the Communists for at least the
preceding week. It was then that Phase III
began, the cover-the-traces period. Probably
the entire civilian underground apparat in Hue
had exposed itself during Phase II. Those
without suspicion rose to proclaim their
identity. Typical is the case of one Hue
resident who described his surprise on
learning that his next door neighbour was the
leader of a phuong (which made him 10th to
15th ranking Communist civilian in the city},
saying in wonder, “I'd known him for 18 years
and never thought he was the least interested
in politics.” Such a cadre could not go
underground again unless there was no one
around who remembered him.

Hence Phase IlI, elimination of witnesses.

Probably the largest number of killings
came during this period and for this reason.
Those taken for political indoctrination
probably were slated to be returned. But they
were local people as were their captors; names
and faces were familiar. So, as the end
approached they became not just a burden
but a positive danger. Such undoubtedly was
the case with the group taken from the church
at Phu Cam. Or of the 15 high school students
whose bodies were found as part of the Phu
Thu Salt Flat find.

Categorization in a hypothesis such as
this is, of course, gross and at best only
illustrative. Things are not that neat in real
life. For example, throughout the entire time
the blacklist hunt went on. Also, there was
revenge killing by the Communists in the
name of the party, the so-called “revolutionary
justice.” And undoubtedly there were personal

vendettas, old scores settled by individual
party members.

The official Communist view of the killing
in Hue was contained in a book written and
published in Hanoi:

“Actively combining their efforts with
those of the PLAF and population, other self-
defence and armed units of the city (of Hue)
arrested and called to surrender the surviving
functionaries of the puppet administration and
officers and men of the puppet army who were
skulking. Die-hard cruel agents were
punished.” [1]

The Communist line on the Hue killings
later at the Paris talks was that it was not
the work of Communists but of “dissident local
political parties”. However, it should be noted
that Hanoi’s Liberation Radio April 26, 1968,
criticized the effort in Hue to recover bodies,
saying the victims were only “hooligan lackeys
who had incurred blood debts of the Hue
compatriots and who were annihilated by the
Southern armed forces and people in early
Spring.” This propaganda line however was
soon dropped in favour of the line that it really
was local political groups fighting each other.

The line on Hue much later is exemplified
by this Hanoi Radio broadcast of April 27, 1969:

“According to LPA, in order to cover up
their cruel acts, the puppet administration in
Hue recently played the farce of setting up a
so-called committee for the search for burial
sites of the hooligan lackeys who had owed
blood debts to the Tri-Thien-Hue compatriots
and who were annihilated by the Soutliern
armed forces and people in early Mau Than
spring.

“The local puppet administration sent its
lackeys to carry out searching activities in city
wards and to force compatriots to pay for ritual
presents. The compatriots in the Dong Ba
city ward, especially the small merchants,
were forced to collect the greatest sum of
money. Profoundly indignant, the Hue com-
patriots cursed and violently opposed the
puppet administration agents. Faced with
this, on April 19-21 the Hue puppet admi-
nistration was forced to broadcast a commu-
niqué denying this act by its lackeys and cast
the blame on others for pocketing money in
the name of the above-mentioned committee.
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Ong Stephen Miller mot vien chiic nganh thong
tin da bi ban ngay & cdnh dong sau mot trudng Nha
Dong, khi ong dén tham mot ngudi ban Viét Nam.
Thi hai cua bdc si ngudi e, ong Horst Gunther
Krainick day tai dai hoc y khoa Hué, cing vg, va
mot bac s ngudi Pic khdc, da duge tim thay trong
mot cdi hd can. Du d3 ¢6 chi thi khong duge da dong
dén ngudi Phdp, Viét Cong da bat hai gido si ngudi
Phédp. Sau d6 mot ong bi ban chét con ong kia thi bi
chon song. Viét Cong ciing giét cha Buu Dong, mot
linh muc treo hinh H6 Chi Minh va d3 ting tiép t€,
gitip d& can bo Viét Cong. Nhiéu nguoi cé chiit quan
hé v&i chinh quyén Mién Nam ciing phai tra gid cho
su lién hé d6 bang céi chét. Nhu ong Pham Van Tuong,
mét lao cong ban thai (part-time) tai mét co quan
chinh quyén, da bi bidn trudc nha cung véi hai con
cua ong. Ba Nguyén Thi Lao bdn thudc 14 1é cling bi
thu tiéu. vi chi ba ta la cong chitc. Bat ¢t mot ai chéng
tra lai sé bi giét ngay tiic khac. Con nhimg ngudi ra
dau thu thi s6 phan ciing chang khd gi hon. Cu thé 1a
niam sI quan quan lyc Viét Nam Cong Hoa ra dau
hang; du khong chdng tra gi, ho ciing bi mang ra san
mot trudng hoc roi bi ban vao dau. Nhidu nguoi da
mat tich sau khi bi Viét Cong bat, dii ching hita la sé
tha vé ngay. Mot co gai ké lai: "Viet Cong vao nha
chiing t6i, hach hoi cha t6i, von la mét cong chirc veé
huu. Sau dé. ho trd lai bao rang cha t6i duge dua di
hoc tap; mudi ngay sau sé dugc tha vé. Me t6i va toi
déu lo lang. Vi Viét Cong ciing da bat 6ng ndi t6i theo
kiéu y hét nhu vay viio nam 1946. Ciing nhu sd phan
cua ong toi, cha toi khong bao gid trd lai”.

Trich tir "The Vietnam Experience 1968",
Clark Dougan & Stephen Weiss,

Boston Publishing Company, Boston, MA, P.36

C6 I& ching bao gid ngudi ta biét dugc tat ca
nhitng gi dd xay ra & Hu€ trong khodng tir ngay 31
thang | dén 25 thang 2 nam 1968. Tuy nhién. nhitng
bing ching rd rét, ciing 10i khai cia cdc nan nhén
song s6t sau vu tham sat cho thdy chac chén la Viét
Cong di thyc hién mét cudc giét ngudi ¢é hé thong
trong thoi gian nay. Cho dén khi ky gia Don Oberdorfer
cua t& Washington Post, hoan tat dugc tic pham diéu
tra ¢6 thdm quyén thi vu ndy méi gay dugc chii y. Sau
khi nghe nhitng tin don vé cudc gi¢t ngudi khing khiép
dé cua Viét Cong, Don Oberdorfer da dén Hu€ ba lan
dé diéu tra can k& vé viéc ndy. Lan dau trong ldc tran
chién & Hué€ dang tiép dién, lan thit hai ngay sau dé,
va [an thit ba vio thang 9 nam 1969. Sau nhitng cude
diéu tra dé, Don Oberdorfer chic chin, 13 Viét Cong
da thuc hién vu tham sdt néi trén & Hué.

Trich tu "Battle for Hue",
Keith William Nolan,
Presido Press, CA, pp 183 - 184

Khi cudc chién vira cham dit, chinh phu Viét
Nam Cong Hoa ti€n hanh ngay cong cude citu trg.
K¢ hoach 90 ngay ciu trg va tdi thiét toan ving I
duge tién hanh, nhung phan 1dn nd luc tap trung
vao Hu€ dé, dua thyc pham, quin do. chan man,
noi tam trd, thuéc men cho khoang 116 ngan dan ty
nan (trong téng s& 160 ngan dan thanh phs Hué).
Cho dén cudi nam thi doi song ¢ Hué da twong doi
trg lai binh thudng.

Khi tinh trang hén don & Hué cham dit, ngudi
ta khdm phd thém nhitng diéu dau thuong hon ca
viéc hang tram ngan ngudi bi trd thanh dan ty nan,
hon ca viéc nhiéu ngudi bi tir nan vi tén bay dan lac.
D6 1a viéc bo doi Bac Viét va Mat Tran Giai Phéng
Mién Nam da tan sit hang ngan ngudi dan Hué trong
hon 3 tuan ching chiém déng thanh ph6. Sau mot
thoi gian, ngudi ta da tim duge nhidu bing ¢4. kham
phéd nhiéu mé chon tap thé, bit duoc nhieu tai liéu
ciia Viét cong. Nhitng khdm pha d6, cung cac 1oi
khai cua td binh, ngudi ta biét 14, véi ban chat tan
nhén cua Cong San; Viét Cong da vao thanh pho
véit danh sach nhimg ngudi ma ching goi 1a "ké thi
cua nhan dan” gom vién chic chinh quyén, tri thic.
gido vién, sinh vién, binh si. ngudi ngoai qudc (va
ca gia dinh cua ho), tat cd nhing ai bi nghi ngd 1a
gay nguy hai cho Viét Cong. Bén canh d6, theo danh
sdch nhimg ngudi can phai loai trir, nhiéu ngudi vé
101 da bi giét (nhung danh sdch d6 doViét Cong nam
ving lap ra - nhitng tén nam viung nayda 1o dién
trong cudc cong kich Tét Mau Than). Viét Cong tap
hop nhitng nan nhan d6 lai, mot s6 bi hanh quyét
ngay trong thanh ph6. Khi sy that bai da nghiéng
han vé phia Viét Cong, chiing dua nhimg nan nhan
ra nhiéu noi & ngoai thanh phd roi giét. Mot sé bi
chon s6ng. Viét Cong da c6 ging dé che dau nhing
vét tich vé 101 4c nay cia ching, khi€n phia Dong
Minh phai mét hang nam trdi dé tim kiém. Cudi
cling, ngudi ta dd khdm phd ra ba ngan thi hai nan
nhan trong nhimg mo6 chon tap thé. Hai ngan nan
nhan khdc van con mat tich.
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Well aware of the Thieu-Ky-Huong clique’s
cheating and crafty tricks, the Hue com-
patriots told one another to resolutely boycott
its searching and memorial service force."

SECTION 2

[1] “South Vietnam: A Month of Unprece-dented
Offensive and Uprising.” Giai Phong Publishing House
{Hanoi), March, 1968.

This section includes articles quoted from various reporters’ and scholars’ manuscripts.

The following passage is recorded on Time
magazine date April 5, 1968. Please note that the
total death recorded in here is only the findings

up to the time when the article was actually written.
AN EFFICIENT SLAUGHTER

The Communists executed hundreds of
civilians during their Tet offensive, but the
slaughter was particularly marked in and around
Hue, where estimates of those put to death range
Jfrom 200 to 400 British Journalist Stewart Harris,
who opposes U.S. policy in Vietnam and declares
that “my instinct is not to sustain it by writing
propaganda,” recently visited Hue” and vicinity to
investigate the executions. Last week he reported
his findings in the Times of London:

The North Vietnamese army and the Viet
Cong executed many Vietnamese, some
Americans and a few other foreigners during
the fighting in and around Hue. I am sure of
this after spending several days in Hue
investigating allegations of killings and
torture. I saw and photographed a lot for
myself, but inevitably I relied on many civilians
and soldiers, Vietnamese, Americans, Aus-
tralians and others. All seemed honest wit-
nesses, telling the truth as they believed it.

On a lovely sunny afternoon in the green
valley of Nam Hoa, about ten miles southwest
of Hue, I was with Warrant Officer Ostara, an
Australian adviser with the South Vietnam
army standing on the sloping sides of a
recently dug hole. In the bottom were rush
mats over sheets of plastics. Ostara drew
them back and I saw two bodies, dead
Vietnamese, with their arms tied behind their
backs just above the elbows. They had been
shot through the back of the head, the bullet
coming out through the mouth. The faces
would have been difficult to recognize, but the

day before 27 women from the village walked
out three miles carrying mattocks to dig for
their missing husbands and sons, having
heard about this patch of disturbed earth near
the roadside. Ostara told me that the enemy
had come through on their way to Hue. They
had taken 27 men. Some were leaders and
some were younger strong enough to be
porters or even ancillary soldiers.

“Men were simply condemned by
drumhead courts and executed as enemies
of the people,” said Bob Kelly, the senior
province adviser in Thua Thien province.
“These were the leaders, often quite small
men. Others were executed when their
usefulness ceased, or when they didn’t
Cooperate they were shot for their trouble.
Some of my staff were badly mutilated, but I
am inclined to believe this was done after they
were killed, Their hands were tied and they
were shot behind the head I helped to dig one
body out, but I have been told by Vietnamese
whom 1 respect that some people were buried
alive.”

Lieut. Gregory Sharp. an American
adviser with the Vietnam 21st Ranger Bat-
talion, told me that his men had come across
about 25 new graves in a cemetery five miles
east of Hue on March 14. From half a dozen of
the graves the heads were sticking up out of
the sandy soil and, according to Sharp, “there
wasn’t much left of them-buzzards and dogs, |
suppose. Some had been shot in the head and
some hadn’t. They had been buried alive. 1
think. There were sort of scratches in the sand
in one place, as if someone had clawed his
way out.” At Quan Ta Ngan three Australian
warrant officers saw seven men in one of three
graves they found. The seven. | was told, had
been shot one after the other, through the
back of the head, hands tied.
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Soon after arriving in Hue’ I went in a
Jeep with three Viet Nam officers to inspect
sites where the bodies of executed men were
said to have been found. We went first to Gia
Hoi high school in District Two, east of the
citadel. Here 22 new graves had been found,
each containing between three and seven
bodies. It is still a horrifying place. The officers
told me that the bodies had been tied and,
again. Most had been shot through the head,
but “some had been buried alive.”

There are about 40,000 Roman Catholic
Vietnamese in Hue’. What happened to them?
About three-quarters of the Roman Catholics
in Hue’ live in Phu Cam, on the southern
outskirts of the city. They resisted strongly
when the enemy came in, and some were
executed. Four Viet Nam priests were taken
away and three foreign priests were killed.
Two French priests were actually given
permission by the Viet Cong to return to Phu
Cam and help the sisters-and then they were
shot on the way back. Another French priest
was executed, perhaps because he was
chaplain to the Americans.

Summing up all this evidence about the
behavior of the Viet Cong and the North
Vietnamese army in Hue one thing is
abundantly clear and ought to surprise no one.
They put into practice, with their usual
efficiency the traditional Communist policy of
punishing by execution selected leaders who
support their enemies. In Hue, as elsewhere,
they were unable on the whole to capture and
execute the more important officials, because
these men were careful to protect themselves
in heavily fortified compounds, defended by
soldiers and police. In Hue, as elsewhere,
the more defenseless “little people’ were the
victims - the village and hamlet chiefs, the
teachers and the policemen.

Already most of these positions have been
filled again, and I find it impossible to write
adequately about the courage of men who
succeed the executed.

The world renown historian, Stanley
Karnow, and an authority in the Vietnam
War History has revealed many details of
the Tet offensive and the Hue massacre:

Five months before, as they began to
prepare for the assault planners and their
intelligence agents inside the city compiled
two lists. One detailed nearly two hundred
targets ranging from such installations as
government bureaus and posts to the home of
the district chief’s concubine. The other
contained the names of “cruel tyrants and
reactionary elements,” a rubric covering
civilian functionaries, army officers, and nearly
anybody else linked to the South Vietnamese
regime as well as uncooperative merchants,
intellectuals and clergymen. Instructions
were also issued to arrest Americans other
foreigners except for the French-presumably
because President de Gaulle had publicly
criticized U.S. policy in Vietnam.

Vietcong teams, armed with these
directives, conducted house to house searches
immediately after seizing control of Hue, and
they were merciless. During the months and
years that f{ollowed, the remains of
approximately three thousand people were
exhumed in river beds, coastal salt flats, and
jungle clearings. The victims had been shot
or clubbed to death, or buried alive.
Paradoxically, the American public barely
noticed these atrocities, preoccupied as it was
by the incident at Mylai-in which American
soldiers had massacred a hundred Viet-
namese peasants, women and children among
them. Revisiting Vietnam in 1981, I was able
to elicit little credible evidence from the
Communists to clarify the episode.

Captured in the home of Vietnamese
friends, Stephen Miller of the U.S. Information
Service was shot in a field behind a Catholic
seminary Dr. Horst Gunther Krainick, a
German physician teaching at the local
medical school, was seized with his wife and
two other German doctors and their bodies
were found in a shallow pit. Despite their
instruction to spare the French, the Com-
munists arrested two Benedictine missionary,
shot one of them, and buried the other alive.
They also killed Father Buu Dong, a popular
Vietnamese Catholic priest who had
entertained Vietcong agents in his rectory,
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where he kept a portrait of Ho Chi Minh -
telling parishioners that he prayed for Ho
because “he is our friend too.” Many
Vietnamese with only the flimsiest ties to
Saigon regime suffered as well Pham Van
Tuong, a part-time janitor at a government
office, was gunned down in his front yard along
with his two small children. Mrs. Nguyen Thi
Lao, a cigarette vendor, was presumably
executed because her sister worked in a
government bureau. Anyone resisting arrest
was promptly killed, but those who surren-
dered to the Communists often fared no better.
Five South Vietnamese officers, who emerged
from their hiding place without a fight, were
taken to a high school playground and each
shot in the head. Many people disappeared
after submitting to Vietcong promises of a
quick release, as one woman later recalled:
“The Communists came to our house and
questioned my father who was an elderly
official about to retire. Then they went away
returning afterward to say that he had to
attend a study session that would last only
ten days. My mother and I were worried
because the Communists had arrested his
father in just that way in 1946. Like his father
my father never came back.”

Stanley Karnow, "Vietnam a History", Viking
Press, NY, 1983, p. 530-531

The short coverage of the Hue offensive
in “The Vietnam Experience” published by
Boston Publishing Company, briefly mention
the massacre.

The full story of what happened in Hue
between January 31 and February 25,1968,
may never be known. But the preponderance
of evidence, including the testimony of many
survivors, indicates that Communist forces did
in fact carry out systematic assassinations.
The most persuasive case is that made by
reporter Don Oberdorfer of the Washington
Post in his authoritative work, Tet! Following
up rumors of large-scale executions behind
enemy lines, Oberdorfer made three visits to
Hue - one during the battle, another just after,
and a third in December 1969 “to reconstruct
the experiences of the Hue people”. Their
pseudonymous accounts of the fates of
relatives, neighbors, and friends - some of

which have been recounted in this chapter-
left no doubt in Orberdorfer’ mind that mass

executions have been carried out by the
communists.

Clark Dougan & Stephen Weiss, “The
Vietnam Experience 1968”, Boston Publishing
Company, Boston, MA, p. 36

In the “Aftermath” chapter of the
“Battle for Hue”, Keith William Nolan
reports his finding:

Soon after the battle, the South Viet-
namese government initiated Operation
Recovery, a 90-day relief and reconstruction
effort aimed at the entire I Corps, but focused
primarily on Hue. It brought food, clothing,
shelter, and medical attention to that city’s
estimated 116,000 refugees (out of a
population of 140,000). By the end of the year,
life in Hue was relatively back to normal. As
Major Swenson noted, “My final duties as
liaison officer entailed taking visitors to Task
Force X-RAY through the city on a guided tour.
The city was not destroyed in the Tet
Offensive. It was damaged, but still beautiful.”

The war had finally come to the people of
Hue - and they paid the price. As Hue pulled
itself out of the mess, one bloody sidelight of
the battle was uncovered, something worse
than refugees and cross-fire deaths: the Viet
Cong and North Vietnamese had massacred
many of the people of Hue during their
occupation. Over the years, the evidence was
collected in bits and pieces; the discovery of
mass graves, captured communist documents,
statements by prisoners of war. It was learned
that with the typical cold-blooded efficiency of
the Communists, the VC had gone into Hue
with lists of so-called Enemies of the People.
Those marked included government officials,
city administrators, intellectuals, teachers,
college students, soldiers, foreigners - and
their families - all those suspected of being
potential enemies of the communist cause.
There was one other category: all those who
could identify the VC infrastructure now that
it had surfaced for the Tet Offensive. That
could include any innocent bystander. The
people were rounded up and some were
executed in the city. When the fight was
obviously being lost by the VC, they marched
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their political prisoners outside the city to
different sites and killed them. Some were
buried alive. Great pains were taken by the
Communists to conceal their work, and it took
a year for the allies to put the pieces together.
The South Vietnamese government finally
recovered three thousand bodies in mass
graves around Hue. Another two thousand
people were still unaccounted for.

Keith William Nolan, “Battle for Hue”, Presidio
Press 1983, p. 183-184

Conclusion Viér Cong ding pho’ xd Hué lam can ci?

Of the last half century, Vietnamese are the least fortunate people. During
the Second World War, Vietnamese were caught in the power struggle between
the French and the Japanese with a famine that claimed more than a million
people. From 1946 to 1975 many more became victims of theAnti-French war,
followed by the Vietnam conflict.

Besides incidental victims of the war, many lives were needlessly sacrificed
for the so called “Communist Revolutions”, namely:

- The Land Reform in the 50 s.

- The Communist terrorism campaigns in the 60’ s, with the Hue massacre at
its height.

- The Communist cruel policies that caused countless suffering and dead in
concentration camps throughout the country; and the loss of human lives at sea in
search of freedom.

In the wake of the demise of Communism in Vietnam, Hanoi will have to
admit its crimes against the Vietnamese people under the Land Reform policy
and its brutal policy in South Vietnam during the first years after 1975. In the area
of respecting human lives, social equality, and keeping its promises, the Communist
regime remains where it was 30 years ago. This is the reason why people continue
to be oppressed and terrorized.

The understanding and remembering of what actually happened in the Mau
Than massacre will help in the effort to bring the crime of the past to light - in hope
of preventing it from recurring in the future.

Finding the criminals that were responsible for the Mau Than massacre will
not only console the victims’ soul, but also prevent those who are in charge of
Vietnam from repeating these crimes.

May this document be a contribution to the effort of keeping any individual
from using the name of a doctrine, a political party or a government as an excuse
to violate people’s fundamental human rights. Disregard for Human Rights easily
leads to the crimes against humanity. Vietnamese Communist Party must admit
its crimes in the past half century, particularly those of the Mau Than Massacre.
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