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Um Lir dssault Cancapt. What you fimd in Lheme pages rogpresents Lhe
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SECTION I:

GENERAL

1. Abbreviatiors:

be
Relicopter)

Ce

AL - Alr Asssult

AB {AH) - Aviatiap Fattalion (Asssult

AB (ASH} - Aviation Battalion {Assmult

Sappart Belicopter)

d.
L1
f.

-
Of ficer

e
Ds
O,

P
Qs

A/C or Aeft - Adreraft
ACL = Allowsble Cargo Load
ACP = Alr Control Polnt

ADAD - Asgistant dvision Adiation

AGOF « Air/Ground Operations Frequency
AO - Area of Operations

ARL - Aeria) Rocket Artillery

CC ~ Command & Control Helicopter

CCP - Camo Check Point

CIDG - Civilian Irregular Defense Jroup
DS = Direct Support

F3E - Forward Support Elemert

GO-G0 - ACH-L7 Armed Chinooks
Hel - }Ieli(ioober



Ta
8.

t.

Y
W,

Xe
{(rRVN)

Y

IF = Initial Péint

ING = Liaison Officer

LP/CP - Listening Posts/Observatlon Posts
12 - Landing Zone

LZRP - Landing Zone Release Foint

NOTAM = Notlce to Alrmen

PF - Pathfinder (US} or Populsr Forces

Prep - Artillery Preparatory Fires
PRP =~ Pick Up Zone Release Point

PZ = Pick up Zone

QRF = Quick Reaction Force

RP - Releass Foint

FRF - Ready Reactlon Force

TAC = Tactical Adr Command

TAOE = Tactical irea of Rssponsibility
TF - Task Forca

UHF - Ultra Righ Frequency

USATD - 0S Agency for International

7S0M = US Operstions Misslon
2

£

2. Qlossary

4, Alir Alert - Alreraft oo station over
an area or predesigmated standby point.

b. Remp Alert - Adreraft at bass or
forvard airatrip ready for takeoff in 15 minutes.

c. Strip Alert - Aroreft at base or
forwesrd airstrip ready for takeoff in 5 mimtes.

d. Blrds - Helicoptera

a. Blue Plet - Infantry Platomm of Air
Cavelry Troop.

f. Esgle Flight - Heliborne Force in
orbdt over a selected area.

g+ Fire Base - Location of Airtillery in
Forvard srea.

he Hehour - Time of air assault troop
landing in an LZ.

i, Laager - The positioning of circraft
in & secure forwerd area to scoomplish a mission
more affectively. Armed alrcralt are positioned
80 that weapons may be used in the defense.

Js Orblt Aream - Alrapace desiznated as
airborme holding area.

k. WEDEVAC -~ Hellcopter medical evacuation.

1. Thugerbolt Plan - A contingancy plan
that provides for rapld essembly spd further air
movement of en ajrmoblile unit after arrival in the
LZ. b



Section IIt+ Flamnirng Phase
1. Ceneral.

2, The condict of alr sssanlt operstions
is divided into five phases:

{1} Planning phase.
{2) Loading phase.

{3) FEproute phase,
(L) Assault phase.
(5) Extrasction phese.

b. This pmmphlet discusses each phase in
the context of an 1llpeatretive saitumtion. Like
most textbook situations, they are rarely found on
tha actusl battlefield but they do serve ss vehicles
to make study more interesting and chal lerge the
readsr to devlise other, or perhaps better,
procedurss and techniqnes.

¢o Figures 1-13 deplct the sequemce of
eventa that make up this 11llustretive situstion.
Note thet this illustration cbserwes the follow-
iog primciples:

(1) An ailr apsgult, except in unusual
circumatences, 18 preceded by a tube srtillery
prep. Normally an ARA prep 1a part of the fire
support. The 1ift ahips are escorted by gunships.

(2) The Battelion CP and the TS Arty
Battery are collocated and secured by a force
snfficient to prevent loss of the firehape.
(Usually a rifle cmplnvi

{3) UN-1D flight time 1a conserved
movring troope s far forward as safely poseible
uslng CH-478, fixed wing AC o ground traneport.

(L) Companies are positionsd so that
they are within renge of tube artillery support.

(5) Fire bases are mutually supporting.

de In this sitmaticen, the battallan
commander hws been given an AQ, sufficient UH-1Dg
to 1ift st leset ome platoon, a DS Artillery
Battary, an Engineer platoon, a Pathfinder toam,
ARA, gunahblp suppert, and CH-47 support.



SITOATION

Battalion AD and the LZs selacted by the
Emttalion Commmnder for insertion of the battelion
into the AD.

A -]

O

Bde Bese

Plgure 1

¥otar Radus of 0 15 squivalent to rangs of 105m FPlgure 2
Howltser. (11,000 meters}

Arty Prep fired on L7 A from the Bde Fire Base



LZ 4

Bde {.)
Pigwre 3 Figure 4
Company A air asssults into LZ 4, secures it Bn Jump CP moves to L7 A either by UH-1D
and resains as CP/fire base security force. or CH-L7.

IS Arty Battery moves to L2 A by CH-L7.



1z & . LZ A

7O
QCQK’_'@M (=) LHOL'.?8< Bde (-)

Figure &

Figure §
mBu’“'ﬂlhimLza_

Arty Frep on LZ B is fired from L7 A and the
Bde Fire Base,
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tde (-)

Flgure B

Figure 7
Cmpany C and D moved to LZ A by CH-,7.

Arty Prep on LZ C 18 fired from LZ A,

12 13



Bde (-}

Figure ¢
Coapany C air asssolts into L7 C by UH-1D.

.

Figuxe 10

Arty Prep on LZ D 1s fired from LZ 4 and Bde
Fire Base.

15



Pigure 11
Company D air assanlts inte LZ D.
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Figure 12

Ba B Co (=) closss 12 A. (either UH-1D or
CH-47)

Bn Tns remain at Bde Base,

17
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\1 7,

5O

as
\Hg'nre 13 @

Rifle compenies sesrch and destroy orienting
on the enesy.

Note: 1. Flatoon of €Co A is Bn FHF.

7. Bde hes a strirg on one compamy st Bde
bzse as Boe RRF.

2A, One platoon of that compeny is either on
strip alert or on an esgle flight as RRF for Alr Cev
troop Blue plat operntio:lmg in Bde AO.

_—

2. Alr Asssnlt TF Commander's Clweck List.
This check list 1s not exbasustive. It in msrely a
guide to insore thet the major steps are oot over-
looked,

a. Make & groond tastloal plan.

(1} Consider the mission. In this case:
Search apd Deatroy in assigned A0, Implisd tasks:
Develop a plan to enter the AO, establish a fire
base, move battalion (mirns treins} into AO and
based on available intelligence, develop an initial
schems of maneuver,

(2) Objective(s). Select a CP/
Mrobase location that provides good artillery

ooverage, good communications and is defensible.
Select company LZs spd alternate LZs.

(3) Consider weans available.
(a) Organic troops.
(b) Artillery
(e) Air cav
(d) Special suppert.
(e) Lift available.
(f) Enginear support.
(g) Medical surport and MEDEVAC.
(h) Interpreters
(1) ROK, ARW, CIDG, PF, RF or

other U5/Free World Forcea.
19



(k} Fire Sepport.
{a) TAC Adr
{b) Tube Artillery
{0} ARA
(4) 00-GO
(s) Mawml Gunfire
(£} B-52

{5} Boundaries snd fire comrol
meapures.

(6) Alr Asssnlt Plan. (Figures
1-13 for tim battalion comnsnder.)

(7) Develop a tentative schems of
mpneaver for subseqoent ground operations. Orlent
o the snesy. Be flexible.

(8) Always be prepared to reassembls
umlt for extraction from AO for subsequent deploy-
mémt slssvhers in the Bn/Bde/DyAorps /Army A0.
(Tunderbolt Flan. See

b. Intelligence Requiremsnts.

(1) Enmy. Check with higher hq,
adjecent units, CING Camps, goverrment of ficials,
plantation owners, misslonarys, ARYN adviacrs,
USAID, USQ¥, Etc. Learn the hiatory of enemy
activity in the AO. Read INTSUMS, area dossiera,
and after action reporta.

20

{2) Friendly situation. EKnow who is
in area snd what suppart they may be able to give.

(3} Get serial photos from higher
headdquartars or request that they be made.

(L) Mapa. Do you have enough maps
for each poesible patrol?

(5) LZ pames snd podnts of arigin.
Be sure everyons omn tslk the same map languege.

(6) Maks & terrain study.

(7) Weather. Wbat is westhar histor;y?
Get latest foarecasts.

(8) Enow light data.
(9) Conduct Recon.
{a) Bo CO, 53, Arty LNO and 1ift

flight leader must make recon. 1S5 Arty Rattery
Commander must make fire base LZ recon.

(b} Company commandera and
lead platoon leadera ahould recon their LZs amd
alternats LZa.

(e¢) Englneer, Camno Off should
be included if these are protlem areas.

{d} Security must be consldered
also. Don't fly drectly over or arbit prooposed
LZs. Make Talse recorm. Felze preps apnd false
inasrtions can support deceptlion.

¢ Assault Landirg Flan,

(1) Goordiz.:fta with 11ft lesders.



(a) Test approaches. Zomwider
Arty Qun-terget lines.

(t) Landing direction.{ZDe
flexible., Wirds may chenge or ememy fires may
force direction change,)

{e} Consider L- size.

{d) Landing formation.

(e} Insure 1lift lesder will he
on Battalion Command Frequency and cen also
talk to ARA on another chennel.

{£) Notificetiom to 1lift leader
of final erty round on LZ.

{g) How will 1Z be marked? ('f
a pumber of preps are fired in an area it is
diffienlt to pick out sctual L2. Arrange {or
fimal artillery round to be W™ unless - may
start a fire on the LZ. Smoke grenades dropned
from CC may be used.)

(2} Company Commander. The basic
conglideration is to insure tmt subsequent 1ifts
can reach the LZ. The lead platoon{s) must
quickly gein control of the L2 either by fire and/
or mapeuver and force the enemy away from the 1Z
preventing the enemy from bringlog effective fire
on subsequent lifts. Eech LZ is different, how-
aver, & method frequently emploved on a h—6 ship
LZ 15 as fvllows:

(a) Lead platoon secures entire
1Z. (Platoon lesder assigns squad boundaries.)
Then pushes out from the LZ far enough to prevent
effective enamy fire on the L7 and subsequent 1iTts.

22

(b) When
lead and 2d platomms divide :. édt;rll:fom srrives,

1s divided into m{:&,,m 3d Platoon arrives, Lz

d) ¢
adjustments in bmnd.nne:.:nig.@.n;?r makes

(e) Artillery fires
araund LZ and al 1o Preplanned
from the 12. % plamed aris of movemen. auay

d. Alr Movewsnt Plan.

(1) Coordinste flight ron
tes with
1if% leader and Arty Lo, (Pri-q-ntamt.o-aatum)

(a) Dbe sure pLESTY
of gun-target lines or fires stay clear
pPeTmit passage. are controlled to

() Determine aC® apa crp.

nec . {c) Designate phese lines, 1if

d tern.
times for 11 LZs.( ) De ine leg distance and

{f) Select altitmis.

(g) Mrepesd. (Upe 70
in computatiors unless otberwise ann:.ncodﬁou

h
and esscort A.‘chra.ﬂ(..) Select erbit areas for e

23



(2) Adr movemet teble (53, 53
Ar, Umlt XOe).

{a) Fow many troops to be 11f4ad?

(b) Number emd type of hsli-
copters and ACL.

{e) Call sign of lift unit and
1lirt frequency.

(d) Station time.
(e} Load time.
(f) Teke off timm.

{g) Destimation 17s mst be
clear in everyone's mind.

(n) Be sure sll personrel are
aware of any diversiomary landing enroute.

(1) H-hour (lanting time).
(3) Marslslling Flan
{(a)} Assy arees.

(b} Unit PZe {Primary-Altsrnate)

I~

Capacity.

I~

How many ahipe go to
sach coa?

Plek up farmation. {(Much
tima can be saved if birds will iand in prescribed
formstion and loads ars spottad aocordingl %)

2

=

Lift leadar
sign and frequency? calt

15,8

roady.) Station time. (Be

e. Supporting plans.
{1} Downed alrcraft procedursa.
(2) Rally points.
(3) Escape apd evasion inatructiona.
(L) Eagle flights and RAF plans.
{(5) Aircraft lasger plans.
(6) Rules of engagement .
{7} Deception plans,
(8) cm

(9) cCivil affairs. Re
captured food. fages control,

(10) Reporting 30Ps. (Enroute
1ift off, touch down, intelligencs amd conmt’:t.)

{11) 4/C disposition after assaults.

(12) ®O¢ plan. Captured arms
ammo dlsposition. snd

{13} PIO.



f.

Operatioma] steps.

(1) Warning ordare.

(2) 1NOm (receive and dispatch).
(3) Attechments and detachments.

{Receaive and dispatch)

E-

(4) EBriefing (tims, place, attemdesa),

(5) Prep of OPORD.

Logistiecs requiremanta,

(1) Ammo, demo resupply.

(2) Feeding plan.

(3) Water.

() MEGEVAC.

(5) Refusling apd re-arm points.

3, Lialson officer checkllists.

x. Arty LNO Fire 5pt Checklist. Arty
LNOs axecute the duties of the FSC far the MTF.
They accomplish necessary liaison and coordinstion
to furction far all elessnts of DTVARTY, In
addition, they recommend and coordimmte employment
of all fire support meens avallable to AATF, to
include TAC Air, naval gunfire and RCA aircraft.

(1}

(2)
3)

advisory nets.
(L)
(5)
{(6)
(M

Organisation for combat.

() Artillery Yowitser.

(5) ARA.

{c) Non—divisional arty.
Artillery prep plsns.
Compunications.

(a) FSC chanmel,

(b} Artillery commsnd chenel.
(c) "SAF {coordimated by TACP),

(d)}) Baslc data for aircraft

Amso resucoly {DIVARTY elementa).
o fire tones,
Tiwme of opening fire,.

locations of friendly artillery

and naval elements.

27



guldance.

(8) Pire comirol messures.
(a) Enrouts.
(b) FCLa.
(e} Ruless of engagemet .
(d) Boundarise.
{e) No fire lim,

($) Commander's muclear weapons

{a) Casualties/damage.
{b) Troop safety.

{e} Other limiting requirements.

(10) FPhotos required.
(11) Aviation requiremsnts.
(a) LTAfL.
(b) Observation.
(12) Enroute formatian(s).
(13) Escort procedures.
(L) ARA.
{a) Flight route.
{b) Laager, re-arm and refusl

28

(¢} Designation of orblt areans,

(15) Prepare und/edr .
(See page3 ). gEro plan message

b, Aviation Llaison Officer Checklist,
(1) Missiom,
(2} Supported A4 unit,

(3) Supporting aviation elements
(f1yables),

(s) UH-1D

{b) cH-L?

(c) GS Avn Co,
(d) PF

(e) Gunships
(f) ARA

(g) GO=GO

(L) PzZ(s) (time(s), location(s),
formation(s), size 1ift),

(5) Enroute {IP, ACP(s), formatiom
and CCP(s)),

(6) Assault (LZ{s) and formation(s)),

(7) Alternate flight routes,



lifts.

(8) Mr Porce Support.

(9) Return mission and mabesquent

(10)
{11)
(12)
(3

Commo
Fire support plan.
Refueling and re-arming.

Alrcraft mintenancs.

HEAVY LEFT

i

-
T .

T

SECTIONS COLUMN

T .

FORMATIONS

ffp g p

FIGURE 14

HEAVY RIGHT

DI fMOND

p. 31



5. AMir Assoult Operation Mepsage Farmat:

8. Abvbreviated orders aml plans may be
transmitted using the Sround-'vn Plan (GAP) format,
Ttens ere mmbered or let:sred to allow the message
to be transmitted using & line item key. Only the
required information need be given.

b. INO's will utilige tl® Sround Avn "lan
(GAP} formet Tor assembling the information
required by Avn elemet s involved in the operatiom.

¢, Radio transmissions will be preceded
by the phrase: "This is a 3JAP mesezge.” This will
be followed by the message text in the following
formt "ome Alpha-Red one; one Bravo-aCF &L28; ome
Charlie=071030R, etc.”

32

1.

3.

Le

Se
6.

Te

10.

11.

12.

GAP MESSAGE FORMAT

a., Ad Unit {Call word, channel, size)
b, AB (AR)

a. OBJ b. H-Houwr

8. ARA Plan b. Length of Prep

6. Orbit Ares

&, 105 How Plan__ Db, Length of Prep

0. LZ (position ares)

AF Spt: a. Length of Prep

Cav Plani

PZ {Name & Coord) f. PZ Farmetion 9. Losd Type
a. a. 8.

be b. b,

c. e, ¢

d. d. d.

Ac¢ft Requirement

b.

Qo

d.

LZ (Kame & Coordinates}
a. b.
Ce d.
.. 1,
LZ Formstion

2. b.
c. d.
e. f.

33



13.

15.
16.
17.
18.

imary F1t Route
:l.- IF  Time: b. ACP Time:
. CCF Timei . d. ACP__ Time:

s, LRP_Time:

Alt Fiight Route .
2. IP Time: b. ACP_—%-—_
c. CCP Timer_ d. ACP t

e. IRF L 3

e .

URF Alr Comtrol Channal
Fire Comtrol (Call Ward, Chammnel Y

Pr

Remarka

SECTION TIT: COMMUNICATIONS PROCEDURES
l. Gersral.

a. All command aircraft in the AA
formation will monitor a predesignated URF pet.
This net will normally be the a~proprizte lift
Bo/Ao URF Comd Net.

b. Normally, an AGCF {lift freq) will be
asEigned to esch compdtted Bo sise unit by Avn Gp.
Awm Op will asalgn aml for coordioate all AGOF
in the Div AO. A NOUTAM will he prepared by Avn
Gp for each AA operatiom, The NOTAM will be
published snd disseminsted by AIRO.

¢. The 1lift comdr will anter sither the
appropriate supported Bn F¥ comd met or the AGTF
et on arrival of the first hel formation over
the CCP enroute to the PZ. (If no CCP exists,
ettter net S mimites from PZ). Freq coordinatiom
mst be effected prior to remching the CCP. The
AGOF ip porwally utilized throughout a specific
Ad oparstion and sy change will be coordinst ed
through the Avn Gp. Lift comdr 15 responsitle
for reporting all IP's, ACP's, CCP's, RP's and
other neosesary info to the AL TF Comdr s
required on the AATF Comd frequency.

d. TZach comdr will indl eate his pasition
in the formatiom if other than 30P. PF teams will
direct landing wtilising the approypriate coor-
dinsted FX freq. This freq will not be utdilized
by sither avn or inf unito az an Ada net.

35



2. FH Commo Procedurea with FF,

8. All acft within a formmtlon approach-
ing a PZ/1Z will monitaor tte asaigmed comtrol
frequency with the exception of specific acft that
miy be desigpated by the flight leader to monitor
other F¥ frequencies.

b. Flight leaders i1l initiste commo
with the PF LZ/®7 control upon arrival st the CCP
or st least S mimites out from landing if no GCP
is deaignated,

¢. Alr treffic control in the vicinity
of a PZ/LZ will be condicted by °F anly. The
assigned AGOF will not be used for administr:tive
or other extranecus radic traffic.

d. PF will establish and maintein comro
or direct lisison with supported Inf/Arty comdrs
at o1l timas. PF will coordinete w/Inf Arty
comirs to insure thet P7 landng plan conforms
with supported unit's tactical loading plan.

3, PZ/LZ Marking Procedurws.
a. Day.

(1) Assault LZ's will nommally be
marked for the Initial flight into the area through
the use of Arty, ARA or smake grenaden. Succeed-
ing flights may be directed to speciflc locations
within an LZ by reference to panels, ccolored vests
or signal men positioned by PF. Panels used will
be thoroughly secured to prevent them from reing
blown up into rotor bledeas.

36

(2) Zach AR (AE) plat will displsy s
colored plete on esch side of its acft with s number
painted in the center to deslgnete the acfi's
poaition in the plat formetion. Colored ident-
ifiecstion rlates for othsr than asssult lifts will
be coordinsted by the appropriate LNO far each
mission. Colored identification plates will corres-
pond with plat'a coler codes as follows:

{s) 1st Plat - Yellow

{b) 2d Plat - Whits

(e) 34 Plat - Green

{d) hLth Plet - Orange

{e) Sth Flst - Purple

(f) 6th ®lat -~ Red

(g) T7th "lat - Blus

(h) Bth Plat - Black

{3) Smoke grenade mey be displayed

at downwind edge of PZ on request of lift comdr

for deterwining wind direction and wvelochty prior
to lading.

(L} fGround urmdit commanders are
responoible for improvement of LZ/PZs smd thelr
police.

b. MNight.

(1) A S-light "TEE® will be dlasplayed
for eingls ship landings (med evac, ste). For
formatioan landings a lighted "TEE" far the lead
ghic of esch plat and individusl touchdown lights
for other plat sircraft 3“(11 be displeyed.



FIFSE 15

(2) Acft or Arty or USAF flares may be
used to illuminata LZs for the initial lift into
an zrea until such time as PF lighting is =stab-
1i shed,
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SECTION IV: Loading Phuse - That phase of an
Air Asmult operrtion that begins af ter the plan-
ning phsse and ends when the 1ift alrcraft depart
the PZ ocutbound.

1. Locations of Commnders: Daring Co aize
or smeller operations, the Infantry Company
Commander will normally be located in the lift
commander's aireraft.

2, Loads.
a. UH-1D.

(1} west o An Khe. Normally an
ACL of five is planned for the first 1lirt.
Subpequent 1ifts before refueling may be increased
to six.

f2) East of An Khe, Normal ATL
18 six. Subsequent 11fts before refueal ing msy be
increased to seven or d ght.

(3) When shart turn around times are
the case, consideratlon should be given to reducing
fusl load to 800 pounds. Increased ACL saves fly-
ing hours and quicker mission completion. (Coor-
dration matter between lift Bn Comdr and suppor ted
unit commarden)

b. CHLTA

(1) CH-L7A stand-rd load dats iz besed
on m overload gross weight of 1,300 pounds. As
density altitudes are increased and the aircrsft
is required to climb to higher altitudes the
standard load must be correspondingl y redoced.
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(2) Movements east of An Khe are
restricted to £,000 pounds. Movements weat of
An fhe are restricted to 7,000 pounds.

(3) As larger payloads are required,
opereting renge 1s decreased accordingly.

3. Sling load procedures.

a. Unit to be 1ifted wlll provide sll
essantial equirment and persomnel for sling load-
ing, to include hockup teems.

b. Loads will be positiamned to prewide
for stmmltanecus plekup.

¢. Dutles of Hookup Teams.

(1) Sigmel man: Responsitle for
security of load, guiding the bel by hand and
arm signals, mainteining viswl comtact willot at
all times, checking load after hook up for proper
security end signaling cilot to take off. His pos-
ition 12 3C to SO ™ in front and right of the load
as viewed from hel.

(2) Hookup men: Move to load when
hel is ower the loed, momentarily ground hook of
targo hela, hook load to hel, move qulckly to
hel 's right flenk.

d. Piggy back techniques.
(1) Positioning of leads. Loads are
placed side by side eporoximately L feet apcrt.

The Howiteger and ammo are siung on separate alings.
(5lings positioned to rrevem fouling.)

L9

Piggy beck sling technig

NOTE: How w/o ammo needs
10" to 15' sling to keep
How from atrixing acft

FIZIRE 16
n



(2) Hookup/Take off .

() The hookup is effected in
the seme manner as & normal sling load with the
exception that two donute must be properly
inserted in the cargo hodk. (Pigure 16

(b) Care shauld be exercised
to mowe the upper lomd directly over the lower
load as the lower sling becomss taut and 1lift
of f is effected.

(3) Landing/Release

(a} Supported units should place
guldes upon the exact spot they wish to have the
load placed., {The guide is not only the spot
marker but is comvenient to expedite the movemsnt
of the howitzer to the general firing azimuth as
the load is lowered.)

(b) As the guide comes into the
view of the crew chlef over the load, the crew
chief directs the future movements until the load
iz relessed.

(c) As the lower loed (arro)
is placed upon the spot previcusl y marked by the
guide, the descent should be comtinuad alowly to
allow slack in the lower aling; the upper load
(howiltser) may then be moved laterally by the
mmlicopter. At the same time, this allows the
ground guide to rotate the howitser to the
epproximate firing asimuth.

a. HNight procedures.

(1) S5igml msn uses batamna; hookup
men use flashlights. L2

HOOKLP MAN

r‘\"{ NOTE: 1. Hookup men locate
carge hook/¢argo ring
% with flashlight,
EJ

2. In case of emergency,
nel will move left.

FIGURE 17

L3



(2) Hoolup team for each lmad is
mandatory.

(3) Lights as per disgrum.

{4) Duties es above, plus Wote 1.
f. Special Sling Loeds CHLT.

(1) Semi-rigid litter.

{s) The CR-47 rigged with the
ooud-rigid litter has been utilised to evacuats
casualtios from remote area of the battlefield.

{b) Escort atrer:ft are required
and join the CH-47 at the lasger area, emrcuts or
at the PZ.

(¢) The CH-447 hovera over the
PZ and lowers the sami-rigld litter to the grcund
utiliging the aircraft organie boist. The casualty
is secured in the litter and holsted into the cargoe
bold of the acft.

(d} The usable length of the
cabla 1z 125 feet.

(¢} The utility hetch is 4O
inchea square.

(2} fTrooper Ladder.

{a) The CH-}7 rigged with ths
trooper ladder has been utilized to position and
svacuate combut troops into rescts areas of the
battlafield.

(t) Escort seft are required
and join the CH-47 at the lasger area, enroute or
at the FZ/1Z.

(e} PZ/LZ should be secured
bafore this technique is utiliszed because of hover
time over a glven area.

{d) The trooper ladder may be
used from the rear or thet side of the CH-47,



Carrier, Lt Wpns, M27L

Container, A22, Aerisl
Dellvery

Container A22, Carrler

EQUTPMENT REQUIRED

5-8' endless slings
1l-Large metal clevis/or
nylon clevia (CH-47)

Nota: One slirng attached
to sach wheel, ome sling
Joining the four wheel
slings, the mstal clevis
attached to the last sling.
Last endless alirng may be
used in place of metal
clevia.

1-8' emdless alirng
l-Large metal clevis/or
nylon clevis (CH-47)

NOTE: Ooe sling jolning
1ift straps of A27, metal
clevis attached to the
sling. The aling may be
nsed in place of metal
clevis.

5-12*

S-6' endless glings

1-Large metal clevis/or
nylon elevis {CH=47"

NOTE: Secure top * bottom
of A22 to M274 cver the
center of the M27L, The
¥274 is prepared as pre-
viously described.

L6

¥ Ton truck

2-9' endless slings
1-11' endless sling
1-8' endless aling
1-Large metal clevia/or
nylen clevls (CH-47)

NOTE: Windshield secured,
mirror & spare tims re-
moved & secured inside trk,
rear seat folded down &
secured, 9' alings attached
t0 rear acunting points,
11° slings attached to
front mounting points, 81
sling joining 9' & 11'
slings, metal clevis
asttached to 8' alirg., The
siing may bs used in place
of the metal clevis,



SECTIM V: ENROUTE PHASE
1. Geperal.

a, The emroute phase of an AL opn starta
at the IP outbound from the P7 and terminates at the
L'RF, 3 to S milaa from the L”, Escort acft may fly
varions flight routes and join the AA colurm at
predesignated locations, The progress of ell
alamenta of the AA columm sre coordinated at check
pointas and are reported over a common UHF “req.

b, AF acft will be requested to provida
mrotection against enemy acft., Artillary amd AF
acft may be utilized on imown or suspected enemy
positions that may affect the columm's progress.
Organic acft will conduct route recom, protection
against ground fires, and assisteance in controlling
tha AA column.

c, The A: TF Comdr will establiah flight
routes based on all info aveilable concerning enemy
locations, terrain, restructions placed by hizher
Hge and aeft cavabilities. CCP's and ACP's will
be designated for movement control of the AA
formation. Major diversions of the AA formetion to
br-pase amy significent threat is the responsitility
of tbe AL TF Comdr.

2, Downad Aircraft Procedures.

8. In the event an alrcraft mac<es an
emorgency landing for any reesom, the senior
individual aboard will assume command of the
entire group, including both ground and avlatlon
persomnel. The group will pursue the follawing
courses of actlion in the priority listed:

LB

(1) secure the alrcraft, if the enemy
situation and terrain permit. OSpecific duties of
crew and peasengers will be given in wnit 50°.

(2) Arrange for vickup of the group
in the vicinity of the downed aireraft. Normally
tha aireraft radio, emergency radio or troop
radlo will be used to arrange pldkup, *11 SCIts,
weapons, ordoance and radics, in that order of
priority, will ba remosed pricr to sbandoning
the sircraft.

b. In the sbsenes of positive coordinztion
by radio the following stardard smoke signals
will be used:

{17 GREEN, if all is clear, will
mark propased landing site.

{2) RED, if downed crew is under
attack, will be thrown to mark friendly zerimeter.

(3) WHITE, will te thrown as fer
a8 poesible in direction of ememy. Zescue eir-
cr: ft will attempt to suporess enemy fire orior
to landing at downed crew site.

(4) YELLOW, if immediste medical
evacuation 18 required, will indicate plokup site,

c. In addition to the atandsrd smoke
signal listed above, s dowvned aircraft crew will
indicate tbe need forasaiatance by turning the
blede perpendiculsr to the fuselage (OH-13, TH-1's}
or displaying opened tunnel covers (CH-L?7).

d. Night procedures for dawoed alrcraft
are ganerelly the sama. Alrcraft lights, algnal
flares or "Pengun® type flzrea will be used to
mark position of cbmedhgaircraft. In "hot” areas



it may be inadvisable to ahow any light until
reacus aircraft are in the immediate area. Tracer
fire is not recammended without positive radio
cantact,

3, Mr delivered chemical supporting fires.
a, Employment of Cheeical Agent CS5:

(1) Harass, deter, disorganize enemy
activities and destroy his will to fight.

{2) Restrict enemy use of trails,
bivouac areas, facilities, defensive positions,
and prevent occupation of same.

{(3) Reconnalssance by CS,
(L) Attack fortified positions.

(5) Reducs casualtles when clearing
villages whare NVA/VC are interwingled with ciwil-
lana,

(6) HReduce effectivensas of enemy fires
during air assanlts,

{7) Provide an advantage to cur mask-
ed trocpe when involved in close combat with the
anemy.

bs Persistent C5 firss are cleared through
artillary fire support chamnels to Diviaion (FSCC);
non-persistent CS fires are cleared by brigade or
separats battalion/squadron commanders, Delivery
systema are as shown and units having capabllity are
indicated. Delivsry systems may be placed on strip
alert when requestad,
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(1) XM3 CS Grenade (334 Grenades)
Dispenser - Div Arty or Aviation Group.

(2) C5 Drum Drep - Div CmlO,
{3) M5 GS Disperser - Div CmlC.
c. Employment considerationsa.
(1) Permistent or Mon-Persistent.
(2) Optimm wind: steady 5-7 Imots,

{3) Best employment times: normally
morning or late afternoon.

(L) Troops must have msske available
as well as pilots and crew members operating in the
area,

{5} Exploitaticn is easential. The
following are priorities of exploitation:

{a) Immediate infantry follow
up attack within two to five minutes either by air
or ground movement.

{b} ARA or Gunships and artil-
lery fire within five mirutes of agent employment,

d., Large scale Herbicide Operations
{erop destruction and defoliation) are effective
means of denying feod and concealment to the enemy.
Requests are submitted through command channelas
{ATTN: Division Chemical Officer) and must be plan-
ned ahead due to normal spproval time of 6-9 monthe,
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SECTION VI: A SAULT PHASE
1. Fire Support.

a. The aslt phase will commence as the
A formation arrivea at the LZRP, Prescaratory
and suppreasive fires w1l be coordimsted by the
PSC of tha AATP and schaduled by type for max
effect aa directed by the A'TF Camdr. Subsequent
fire mission will be coordineted by the AATF FSC
on a designated P¥ fire support net. Army acft
will repart into the Bde FSC as soon as possible.
They will then be passed to the appropriats Bn
Arty LNO far fire missi¢me. Bn INO will pass them
to the appropriate FO for comtrol of fire support
siagions after which they will return to the Bn
LNO frequancy.

b. ARA seft will repart poat atrike
damage assesament to FSC under whose comtrol they
are ¢perating after ssch fire miasion., When Car
Sqdn acft are coduetling fira miaglome in aupport
of Bde, they will follow procedures ocutlinad for
ARA,

0. AF acft on alr or strip slert will
roceive misai ons thru eatablished AF channels,
originating with the forward air controllsr at Bn
or the AF ALO at Bde level. FiAC will control strikes
againat targeta aa directed by the F5C.

d. The Cav Sqdn may be utilised for route
recon, recon of the ob] area and soreening to the
front and flanks of the obj. The decisiom to
axmcute suppressive ar preparation fires during
the assault may result from info relayed by the
Cav to ths AATP Comdr.

s2

®. 4ll firing in a Bn or Bde sectar must
ba cleared tlrough the Bn or Bde fire support
ccordinator or tha channel deaignated in line 16
of the QAP MESSACE. This appliea to all aireraft
ar fire support agencies, snd in partisular to
thouv‘h.lcharomtpmdthnanm-sdatask
force 1.e., Cav ahips cperating in general suppart.

f. Fiml coordinstion of ARA fires for
LZ preparations, oxce they have been cleared to
fire by the appropriate FSC will he coordinated
directly batween the 1ift comdr apnd ARA comdr on
the UHF lift freq. This coordimation will genarally
include direction of fire, duration end minor time
adjustments. These will follow ths basic plan of
the AMTF Comdr.

g. Alternste coordination - In event the
controlling AATF Comdr and the FSC becomss in-
operative, the 1ift comir will coordimts with
the IS Arty Bn FSC direct, reparting prgreas and
any recommended changes.

2. Battle drillas,

a. Furpose. The purpose of Taktle
Muiltopoaitionlnrtrplinthoum.pmhn
to provide all arount protection and rapld
application of fire snd mneaver without lengthy
oral orders. It coneclidatse Inf umits under the
control of their respective comdr, and facilitetea
their movement from the landing some to their
spacdfic dbj or mleaion,

b. Qeneral.

(1) "han an elemsnt 18 taken under
fire, it wi]ll imedisately establish a base of firs
and a mansuver slament. The least engaged elamenmt
will becoms the mgsd—u.



(2) Predesignated plans are essential
to expediticusly movre trpe toward assigned ob)
areas After scft depert LZ or enemy resistance is
OVErCcOmd «

c. During night oparations, infantry will
unload, and wait for acft to depart before moving
to prodesignated locations.

3. Esgle flights and lasper procedures.

a. Mizgion. To provide the AATF Comdr
with an airmobile reserve capable of condncting
raida, or delaying, screening, raconnaissance,
reinforeing, and blocking wisd ona.

b. The "Eagle Flight" acoompanies the AA
formaticn to the obj area. Upon reaching the obj,
the AATY Comdr will direct the actioms of the
*flight®., Normally this force remains in & pre-
designated ares if not committed. Thls aree is
called the "leeger arsa”™ for tha AATF reserve,
Hal(e) will remain with tha mipported wnit in the
laager ares on call for immediate use. The durstion
of this awvn suppart will be evpecified in the TF
Opn Order. Security of the lasger ares iz the
responaibility of tha supported Inf Unit.

c. The "Eagle Flight" is narmally the
AATF reserve with mipporting hel {to include gun
ahipe if availeble).

d. Coordination betwsen the AATF
reserve apd the supporting acft mast include:

(1) Probable missions .

{2) GSequence of ewsnts on raceipt
of a mission. 5

(3) Commnications -~ Inf/Avn.

(L} Fire Suppart Plan to support sach
ud sl on.

(5) Recovery af farce (if applicable’.
(6) Diveraionary actions,

8. The "Eagle Flighta™ will be committsd
on order of the ALTF Comdr only.

f. "Eagles Flights" may be emploved
independent of the AM opn, 1.e., maids, search
and kill missi ons and to suprort Air Cav Troop
Elue Tesm cperations.

L. Thunderbolt plans snd cverluys.

2. A "Thunderbolt Flan® is a contingency
plan that provides for rapid assembly smd movement
of an AA wnit with aviation support. Detailed
planning snd coordirmtion are comdnoted as soon
as possible after arrival in the LZ, The basis of
a "Thurderbolt Plan™ is the Tunderbolt Overlay
(Fig 18) thmt is submitted to higher hmdquarters
showing & a winimom, the following info:

{1) Deta/Time group.

(2) Unit call sign and FX chamal.
(3) PZ looation,

(L) Demired hel lemding formetions.
(5) Mumber of bela required.

(6) Marking of PZ.
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(7) DMrectiam of landing.

b. Thunderbolt overlays are consolidated
at the next higher headquartsrs and glvem (o
laison of ficers fram Avn Gp for implemsptation
wvhan the need erices snd when so directed by the
MATF Comdr.

20 S5A¥PLE THUNDER3OLT OVERLAY

15

Appropriate

Alr/Gnd
PZ
Apprepylate 25
Air/Gwid Freq
310
Appropriate
Ar/Gnd
Freq
FIGURE 168
LANDING INFORMATION
AY 5PT FORMATION PZ MARKING D1R LAND

PZ
A 1 Plat HL1G  Hvy Left Yellow E to W
B 1 Plat HULD Hvy Left White N to 5
c 2 Plat HU1D  Hyy fHight Creen EtoW

Orguge

1 CH-L? White TEE
UNIT: D 2/5 Cav
TIME: 151430
Call Sign: CUBE
FM: 62.95
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SECTION VII: EITRACTION PHASE

1l. Plamnipg process for an extraction is
identiosl to that for an sssmult. The entlire
process must be canaldered.

2., Extrsctions are normally employed by
units of tha [hiv to terminmete an operation or s
phase of an operetion, to repoelition sub~elemsmts
to it tl» comirbconcept of operation, to remove
long range patrols, cesualtles and dowmed acft
fram remote areas of the battlafleld.

3. all combat suppart troops will be extrac ted
tefore the lsat combet troops are removed from an
area of opersticns. Normally, a platocm sise
security force is the last elessnt evacusted.

This force should remain in its defensive positions
to defend the parimster untll thelr extrectiom
aireraft are in position.

L. All extrsctioms will be miprorted by TAC
air and/or Arty. Suppressive fires {to inclode
CS agent) will be coordinated by the FSC of the
AATF Co snd scheduled by type for meximm effect
as directed by the AATF commander. A concentrution
should be plamned on the extraction sita amd fired
after the last friemilv types have departed.

. Minimm extrection campletion time is
sasentisl. It 1 schieved by shortamsd flight
routss, plamnad type aircrsft loads to mipisdee
nomber of 1ifts and professional execution of the
extraction plan.

6. Becauss of the ever present possibility
that the last elememts belng extracted may be
attacked, 8 reaction force will be maintalned and
prep-red to resnter the L2. This can be done by
keeping ane platoon in orbit or by keeping
previcualy extracted troope on the nev L7 by
helicopter loads until the extraction from the
previcus L7 1s completed. Occanslonally, it 1a
necessary to conduct an extraction from cme LZ
while conducting an alr sssault into the next.
In that case, the AATF cmdr wnst set sside suf-
ficlent 2R Forces to reinforce both LZa.

7. The leet element in an extrection should
have sufficient redios to operats in the company
command nat and the bettalion command net. If
the company commander is leading the initial
elamonts into e new air sssmlt, the last elaments
st the old LZ must obtain assistance directly from
the battalion commander.

8. If the mmber of ships requasted to 1ift

out the last elements is incorrect the error must
be on the egide of axcess seats or ships.
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SECTION YIII, INTELLIGENCE

1. Intelligenoe information must ke dia-
seminated Wy organic collection agencies direct
to the persan(e) who has the most immediate need
and has the capabllity of reacting. In the major-
ity of cases these are the ALIF Comdr and the Bds
Commander(s) cancerned with current AL opne.

2, Reporting of intelligence information Wy
the organic and attachesd collection agancies will
follow the procedurss set forth below wnless cther-
wige directed by the AATF Cmdr.

s Cav 8qdn and attached collection
agencies repert all intelligence informatiocn direct
to Iiv via telephone or FM =2 net. uny infor-
mation of an immediate cperationel nature will
be paoped to the Bde moos concerned via telephone
or Bde FM Cp/Intel net.

®. ASTA Plat elemants in IS of Bde
report all info direst to Bde on the Bde Opn/
Intel net. Thip info is paased % Dlv -2 after
aviator debriafing.

¢. Air Cav slementes report all infor-
zaticn to Bn or lower mize unit on the supported
wnits P Cmd net and at Bde or highay level oo
the units PM Op/Intel nat.

d. Cs=v Sgdn LNO TM will provide the Bde
Cmdr with a continuous flow of intelligence
reports from the Cav Sqdn, depicting not only the
enemy ltoation of immediate interest to the Bde
Cmdr, wut also the entire ememy situastion
axiating in the Div ares.

&0

3. All aviators will be brlefed and de-
brilefed by parent units on each missiomn., In-
formation collected will be forwarded by these
unita to higher headquarters.
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PART 1T
SECTICH T: TACTICAL CONCEPTS AND TECHN IQUES,
l, "Eunter=filler" operations,

a, The "Hunter=-Killer™ concept 13 based
on the premise that the bulk of the infantry
should be used "to close with the enemy in order
to destray or capture him", Air Cavalry, some
infantry, and measured firepower are used to
uncover the enemy or cause him to disclose his
presence,

b, A "Hunter-Eiller® force consists of
two camponents, each carefully tailored to the
missian, enemy terrain, and troops aveilable,

The "Hmter® element is a highly mobile, swift
moving, lightly squipped force whose purpose is
to seak out the enemy. The "Killer® is a heavily
supported force which remains continually polaed
and carefully positicned to pounce on and destroy
the enemy located by the "Hunters™, Within a
typlcal alr cavalry brigade aorganizatian for
combat in a "Hunter-Eiller™ operation, the “Huntsre®
may consiat of 1 rifle campany (less mortars and
$0mm RR), brigade long range reconnalssance
patrol and all air cavalry elements gttached or
supporting, The "Hunters® are principally
supported by ARA, TAC Air, and fires by the air
cavalry element, Tube artillery should also be
avallable to support the mmters, especilally with
larger caliber, long range artillery, If possible,
"Hunter® operations should include light and
medium artillery fire support from existing fire
bases, The “"EKillers" cansist of the reaction
elemente of the brigade, To ensure swift res-
ponse, the reaction force is collocated with the
maximm helicopter 1ift available whenever pos-
sible., When committed, t.hi.és2 force is given 1itas

normal sapporting artlliery ana all otper avall-
able fire support.

¢. In "Hunter-Killer" operatioma, it is
desirable ttat the brigsde have only the simnle
mdesion of destroying the emsmy in a perticulsr
ares of operatiorm. # plamed campalgn requiring
ths "Runtera®™ to leapfrog la farmulated. Fre-
quently, the hunters might employ the techniquea
of either & zope or ares of recmnaissance. Short
breaks are given tc the hunter force and the force
is frequently rotated in ordar to aveld prolonged
exertion and to permit sustaimed oneratioms. In
genéral, the hnt contimes only during that
portion of the day in which light conditions will
permit the positionirg o artillery and the
commitment of the killer force if contact 1s made.

d. While "Hunters™ lmnt, the killers
are polsed with eviastion support in a central
location, resdy to respond lmmediately upon
detsction of a suitsble target. The initial
1lifts are placed on an aopropriate time alert.
ha the mnt progreasea, the killer farce cerefully
monitors 1ts progress {analogous to contimoua
counteratteck plamning). The "Hunter”® force
constantly feeds LZ infoarmation to the "Eillere®.
When the "Killere® sre committed, the orinciple of
overvhalming combet power 18 ocheerved. Howewer,
the aize of the force committed 1a dependent on
the sitaation and s messured (but overwhelming’
respcnse may be in order.

e. The "Hunter-Killer" concept cem be
readily executed by a battaliom TF, The teehnique
doea pot lend itsell to comtrol above brigede
level. Effective control and executlon of
"Hunter-¥iller" oper-tlons require clase coor-
dinstion between the forcs components. A de-
lineatlan of responsibilities that has been unsed
effectively in 'Hunter-g(iller' operations 1s as
indicated: 3



{1) Brigsde responsibilities:

(a) Designate rezction force
(*x111er* unit).

(b} Inform *Hunter™ unit
{normally Air Cavalry Troop oar squadron) of
reaction force designetion and locatiom.

(e) Upon potification of contact,
direct commuitment reaction farce.

(d) Ensure that supporting
lift battalion has required airlift for reaction
force,

(2) Pattalion responmibilities:

(a) Maintain close lisison
with Mr Cavalry "Hunters® to keap abreast of
activitiea,

(b) Conduct daily serisl recon
of the Cevalry trocp aress of cperatiomn, Recon
party should includs reaction unit cammapders and
flight leaders.

{c) Keep reaction force in‘ormed
of developmente in Cavalry Squadron's area of
operation.

(d} ™dar games" the situations
that could develop with perticular sttention to
LZe, scheme of maneuver, fire supocrt and P
locations.

(3) Reection units responst W lities:

(a) Mpintain s postore thet
will permit repid pick-up by 1ift ships.

(b) Keep abreast of the Cavelry
Squadron's situation.

(c) When resction force snd
1ift anips cen be collocated, st leest one platoon
of the resction force should be in & posture that
will permit 1t to be airborre in 5 mirmtes or less.

{L) Lift bettelion responsibilities:

{a) Designate resction farce
1ift ships.

(b) Ensure "alert™ lift ships
maintain proper ready-to-lsunch posture. Be pre-
pared to commit all other evallzble 1ift ahips in
support of reaction force.

(S} Alr Cavalry 3quadron respona-
ivilitise:

{a) TInform the bettaliom heving
the resction force mission of future planms.

{(b) Keep tlke brigsde informed
of developments in squsdron ares of operations.

(c¢) Be prepared to guids the
resction foree to LZ.

(d) Be prepared to relesse
COPCON of ground elemermts to resction battalion.

(8! Be prapared to provide
serisl suprort to reacL:lzgn battalion.



2, Ready Reactlon Force (HRF).

a. In sccordance with the besie primciple
of maintaining a reserw and the ability to
influence the action, a RRF is designated as &
backup for committed unite. Normally a platoon
serves aj RRF for a company; & cOmMpANy Berves s
RRF for a bettalion; snd # battalion is the RRF
for dvision., The pletoon sod compeny sirze RAFs
are the wmost frequently committed.

b. Sufficlent 1lift resourcea are set aside
or positioned to repldly pick up elmments of the
HHF and wove it to the location required.

ce The RRF must constantly momdtor the
activitise of the unit it serves. RRF leaders make
appropriate reconnaissernce, develop detsiled plana,
effect necessary coordinstion, snsure all subor-
dimate elemanta fully understand the miseion md
the plen, snd maintain the state of resdinesa
directed by the headquartere sppointing the RRAF,

d. This measure is alac used in the base
defense plan. This partimler foree is cslled the
Quick Reaction Force {QRF). Troops emd pilots
sleep in tenta beside the helicopters amd are
requirad to be airborne in 10 min.

e. RRF groend alert statue may vary
from troops on boerd the eircrefi, with englnes
at flight idle, to whetaver longer period the
commander dictates. WNormslly, & compeny on RRF
ioseps one platoon oo 15 mimite alert and the
company (-} on ope hour alert. These time retlos
vary as the tecticsl situation changee or as
directad by higher hesdourrters.
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3. The Artillery Raid: This 1s a special
tactle unique to airmobile artillery, The raid
is the rapid displacement of a four gun battery in
an area where the enemy feels safe from artillery
firee, Battary position and targets are pre-
selected and firing data is precomputed, Either
an air cavalry troop or an equivalent air/ground
force 1s used to provide L2 security for the
battery, The insertion, firing and extraction of
the battery can be accomplished in about one hour,
The keys to a successful artillery raid are close
coordination with the 1ift unit, the security
and reconnaissance forces and good target
intelligenee, This tactlic maximizes surprise and
shock action and by so doing the division cormander
can greatly extend his influence through use of
organic fire power,

L. 12 eonsideratians,
a, Timing of air assaults,

(1) When planning a combat assaclt,
due consideration should be given to the advis-
ability of being able to complete the insertion
and secure the LZ during daylight hours, Exper-
ience has indicated a proncunced willingness by
the VC/AVA to engage US troops in the late aftermoon

hours and maintain the contact until evening, Then.
using the cover of darkness, they break contact
and exfiltrate the immediate battle area, Every
effort should be made to place units in the most
advantagecus eombat posture during this period,
Alr (Combat) assaults, therefore, are most ideally
accomplished in a time frame that will allow the
complete unit te be inserted, secure and consoli-
date the 17 proper, and cutpost and patrol the
area around the 12 as necessary for local security
prior to deterioration of light conditions,
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(2) The timing becomes especisliy
important in the insertion of troops into &n L2
that will be used as a fire base, In this case,
sufficlent time should be sllocated to insert the
battary and permit a registretion and the adjustmant
of defensive targets orior to the critieel early
evening hours.

b. LZ SELECTI(NW.

(1) Except under umusnsl circum-
stances, an eerlal recommaissance of the L2
should precede the air assault. It is desirabls
that the battslion commmder, 53, artlllery LNO,
flight leader end leader of the asseult troops
perform this reconnalssence. Wwhenever possible
the supoorting engineer unit commandsr should be
intluded in the reconnaissance. The recomalssance
ghould be accomplished by random passes near the
1Z. Deceptive recornalssarce of other areas, to
include melection of alternate LZs, should also
be performed. Where surprise 1s critical to

succeas, 1t may be neceassry to limit recomsissance,

(2) Ocoamsionally 1t may be expedient
to use previously improved LZs, however, it should
ba kept in mind that the enemy often mines, booby
traps or fortifies the old LZs in the hope of
catching an air assault force. Tt ls especially
important that the flight leader conduct a thor-

ough reconneissencs in order to salsct the best
landing formetion and to advise the ground
commander on what action to take to improve quick-
1y the LZ for subsequent lists. The flight leader
should be given sufficient time subsecuent to the
reconnalssance to brisf s flight crews.

{(3) Touchdown of an entire company
is desirable, However, 1lift resources and LI
characteristices mey prevent this sige force from
landing at cne tims, The IZ should normally permit
simultaneocus touchdown of at least one platoon,
The following factors are consideration in L2
selections

{a) Size of force to be inserted,
(b) Maneuver plan.

(c) Proxdmity to objective,

(d) Safety of 1ift aircraft,

(L} A four to six ship L2 is most
often used and offers the followlng advantages:

(a) Permits landing of ome
platoon,

{b) Can normally be rapidly
secured,

{c} Permits landing of remaindasr
of company in short perlod of time,

{(d} Less lilely to be mined,
booty trapped or fortified, There are generally
more L to 6 ship LZs than the enemy can stake out,

(5) Fire Base iZs: Fire base L2s
should be selected jointly by the infantry
battalion commander, battery commander and/or ihe
artillery INO, The LZ should be located so that
the artillery will be able to support all
mnaneuver elesments, Experience has underscored
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the importence of locating 1t within mutnal
supporting range of another fire base. Pire
bases are prims targets; therefore, ths termin
should bs readily dafebaible and aited to provide
good commnications. Collocation of the firs base
and the battalion or brigade CP ia oormally
desirable as sn econamy of force measurs. High
ground L7a are deairable, howewsr, axcessive
elavation may creats a weather Problem for hali-
coptar operations.

(b} If poamible, an area
2bould be set aside for light air drops. A
S0 X 100 meter ares will suffice. Since CH-Y7e
and UH-1 helicoptars will both be operating from
th:“l;ii ::E-ntu lanting ereas ahould be
es shed, Facllities for night resopply should
be established and a plan for night resupcly mads,
Pathfinders are narmally available to assiat in
sstablishing facilitiea,

(¢) The bettery comamder should
be given ks chadee of ground location consiatent
with the infantry comesnders sscurity conalder-
ations. The hettary shomld be provided space for
hin advance party in the infantry company's
assault 11ft. Thie will permit early orgenization
of the artillsry positian and axpedite the arrival
of the battery.

¢, LZ Preps:

(1) Preparstions of tbe LZ snd sur-
area by fire supoort means ias probably

the most significent factor to emsure & success-
ful landing. Care should be teken to avoid con-
centreting all preperstary fires directly on tke
LZ. It has been sstablished tmt the onmny will
oot always defend in the immediate vicinity of the
LZ but instesd will wai!.romm distance away and

nove rapidly to the L2 after the prep has bsen
complated, The artillsry should be prepared for
this contingency with prearrenged fires that ring
the LZ.

{2) Premaratioms shold be short,
violent and intenss, using all awvailsble fire
support. Nawval gunfire , tactical air strikes,
comaon artillery, and aerisl racket artillery are
all desirsble. Most preparetions are condocted
with a five % ton mimuts preparation by all
carmon unite cspeble of hitting the LZ and a one or
two mimate prepamtion by s asrisl rocket srtil-
lery sectliaon. Precise timing of the fires to
insure contimuous fire on the LZ until jJust before
touchdown is the most critical aspeat of the LZ
prep and 1a acouired only by careful plaming and
coordnation.

(3) The artillery lisison officer
with the infsntry battalion is the key man in the
mnechinery of fire sapport. He coordimates and
controle all firss in mpport of air ssssnlt.

This position requires complets imowledga of
artillery principles snd 1s an axtiremely important
jobe During ths alr asssult the artillery lisison
officer, riding in the cammand and o ntrol heli-
copter, directe the fires of camnon artillery for
the landing sone preperation, Normally one
battery fe available, at times there may be aa
many as three or more. After preparatiom these
fires will be shifted %o critiml terrain araind
the LZ to suopress possible enemy fire at heli-
coptera, Frior w the landing of troops on the LZ
& preparation by the aerial rocket artillery is
normally fired. These fires are followed br fire
from the gunshipas eacorting the 1ift balicoptars.
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(4) Preparstions should be fired on
fired time schedule. Schedules should be varied
for each assault to avold becoming sterectyoed.
Last mimrite adjustments must be gezred to the
loecation mnd progress of the flight column of
infantry. There must be close coordination and
continuous comminicztion with the flight leader
of the troop tearing helicoptars, who must know
how many mlmites away from the LZ he 1a at ell
times., The ARA must be briefed on the flight
route 80 it cen attain the correct position far

firing.

ds LZ Construction: Infantry should bve
used only for minor LZ clearance. Extansive
clearance should be perfarmad by snglneers secured
by infantry. The ulk of the infantry ahould ba
asgigned othar missions. Occesiomelly BS2 or
TAC Alr strikes will create an opening sufficlent
to lend an infantry/security force and an engineer
plement. Cften this can be expanded inte a L ship
L?. However, L7s atarted by this method rarely
become large enough to be fire bzses because of
the extensive clearance that must be accomplished.
Infantry and enginecrs are frequently inserted into
LZs on order Lo initlate the IZ comstruction
seouence, The sequence developed by the division
includes 3 pleses:

(1} Security elements and englneers
arrive at LZ.

(2) Mrlifted engimeer equipment
arrives with initiel elements or as Boon as possible
after initial elements are delivered,

(3) Additional engineer troops and
eqimment sre imtroduced as needed.
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18 Security.

(1) The basic mrinciplas of the
dafense apply. Aggrssslve patrolling ie condocted
during the day. Alert ambushes md listening posts
are the key to eerly wvarning at night. If the
enomy attacks, good firing pasitions, overhead
cover, hardened commnications, preplmned defensive
concentrations, preplanned direct artillery fires,

8 counterattack plan snd provision for an altermste
CP are the keys to holding the LZ. If troop
resources do not permit accomplishment of all taska
simnltaneously, pelasry considerstion mmst be given
to activitiss which provide emrly warning. Troops
on night smbush, patrols snd LPes should be rested
in the daytime. Past a cartain point of fatigue,
i1t ia fataus to employ worn out troope on night
security operrtions. They becoms & liability
rather than an asset. Normally sm infentry company
iz required to secure ons or two artillery hetterles
and a hecdqoarters CP collocated on & mingle LZ.

(2) EResponsibility for defemse aof
a LZ, fire base or FSE must be cloarly delineasted,
Normally, responeibility for LZ ascurity rests
with the seniocr line officer. Whenever femsible,
indigencus forces such as CID3, regular and/or
popular forces should he integreted on the perl-
meter to esss the requirsment for US Troops.

(3} The security of a fire base LZ
15 » critical matter. The loss of the fire base
not only means loss of livea and destruction of
the guns, hut alec robs mansuver units of the fire
sapport upon whdch they depend.

(L) A system of perimeter markers
ahould be davised to facilitata night employment
of ARA, GO-G0, T'C Air and gunships. Caps of send
mized with JP-l; or other7§hau are effective, Trip-



flares cen be used as ignitera. All pilots in
the A0 shonld study the L7s with a view toward
night reinforcement, resupply or placing fires on
the perimster. An 11luwmdmation plan, including
self-i1lmination and illumination from other
fire basss, should bo developed and edjusted in.

(5) Each platoon on the perimeter
shauld be sssigned ita own artillery defensive
concentrations. ¥henever posaibla, defensive
targets should be adjustied in,

5. Special tacties and techniquas.
a. Ambushes.

(1} The smbush has hiatorlcally been
the most common type of offensive cperatlion con-
ducted by guerrtilla farces. The ambush is an
attack sprung from a concealed stetliomary position
to harass or destroy enemy recomnalassnce and
combat patrols, carrylng parties, messengers, and
troop and motor columns. The results to the eremy
unon entering the killing zomes will be devastating
rroviding the ambush 1s properly planned, metic-
ulously prepared and aggressiwely initisted.
Foulty plannirg or preperation can bring devast-
ation to the ambusher instead of the ambushed.

The Viet Cong snd the North Vietnsmese Army use
the smbush with gvod results; however, 1t cen be
Jast am effective by 'S Forces.

(2) The first cond deration in plan-
ning an ambush il to determine the probable routes
of enemy movement. Once this has been determined
the ambueh leader should comduct an aerial recon-
palssanca as well as a map and photo recomnaissance
in order to select the germral area for the ambush
site.

h

{3) The ambush plan itself must be
kept as gimple as possible. There are two basic
types of static smbush positloms; the single route
of approach and the mltiple routes of aporoach.
In the single route of aoproach sitwation, when
it is unkmown from which side the epemy will
spproech, a basic fomation is shown in figure 1.

{4) In thWs configmration any size
snemy force may be engaged, & small force may be
annibkilatad while a large force will have maximim
casunltise inflicted upon it before the ambush is
withdrewn. During withdrawal, the security elements
delay and disorganize the enemy by emcloying hasty
ambushes. Artlllery concentretions are planed to
ssal off the killing zone and to zssist in the
withdrawal. »hen the enemy direction of arprosch
is mown a basic formetion is showm in figure 2.
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(5) ¥hen there are multipls routes of
approach the basic considerations sre to cover
each route with a suiteble force and to have
friendly forces mutuslly supporting as shosn in
figure 3.

FIGUHE 3

(6) This metho!d of placing units on
the ground allows for mutual sapport, provides for
the ability to ambush any siza force, and utilizes
supportdng fire as did the placement in figures 1
end 2.

(7} Naturslly the fina]l placemsnt of
unlts on the ground wlll be governed by the terrmin.
The placemenits shown in figures 1 through 3 eras o
peint of departure only.

(8) Comsider loading all small arms
with tracer smpunition anly. Grented, tracers will
glve the firing position sway; howe.ear, 1t slloaws
the soldier to see where his rounds are hittlng and
thos he can provids more accurste fire. The sight
and sound of a large mwber of trecers has a greztar
ahock effect on the enemy than only tha sound of
ball smmmition, Libersl use should ba mmds of
automatic weapons, to include the M-60 machine gun;
M-T9 grenade launchars; and claymore mines. The
90em RR, firing the beehive rourd, is an effective
ambush weapan. Scout dogﬁs have been effective 1in
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detscting enemy movement towards the smbush
position, and the starlight soops bas also been
of foctive in detectirg enemy movement during the
bours of darkness.

(9) Every effart mst be mde to
conceal pereomnal and squipment apd to surprise
the snexy. FPersannel mnst remain motionlsse with
thedr safstios off; no preliminary movememt which
might betray the ssbush shonld be made. Cositions
mst be salected thet will provide for mrtmal
support of fHriendly elsments. The ambush leedsr
must position himself where he can bast control
the sotion end ensure that striot ddscipline 1»
being mintsined. If the smbush onder consideration
is worth oanducting; 1t 1s worth the time end
affort to conduct a reheareal on aslmilar ground.
The ambush, and in partirnlar the night ambush,
1s an affective way to reduce anemy movemant and
to lower enewy morela.

b, Countsr-Ambusk Technicques.

(1) T acldier standirg in the
middle of an smbush XILLING ZONE Wma only one
split second to take positive sotiom, BHe must
inptamtly fire his weapon and in concert with his
comrades, suppress the snemy fires and gain fire
superiarity.

(2) Survival rests on & mental reflax
thet, when trippad, releases a blase af fire from
every veapon. Thase fires mst orlemt on the sremy
fires or the snapected points of arigin of these
fires. As a minlmm each rifleman mst rip-off
one M-16 magasine, esch michins guwer mst fire
the 50-50 rounds he carries in his weapon and each
grenadier must deliver as many i0mm grenadea of the
appropriate type as poaa_%h.



(3) Becsuse this {wmediate action 1a
so critical and because it is the only common
dencminztor in all counter-ambush situations, 1t
ia here that emphasis ehould, and can be nost
effectively anvlied.

{L) The code word AMS cam be used
to recall the fundamentals of countersmbush sction:

ARMS

(a) ivold the killing sons,
Zlemants within that zone move forward out of the
area of fire; those behind stop short of it.

(b} Zeturn fire lmmediately, J
large wolimm of fire is initiated even before the
exact location of the ambushing force is deter-
miped == to include similtaneouws calls for fires

‘rom supporting weaoons. Although priority is
given to suppressing the enemy's fire, friendly
fire is delivered in a 360° arc around the point of
contact.

{e} Move selected elsments
aggressively against the flank or rear of the
orincipal enemy position. The umlt leader must
congtantly be méking and modifying comtingency
plans aa his unit moves. Because the smemy force
will often be in an "L" or a linear configuratioen,
those elements which heve stopred short of the
kllling zone should be used to initlate the counter-
attack, supported by fires delivered from leed
elements of the unit, If the unit commender finds
this infeasihle, he reverses the roles of the lead
and tall elements using whatever commmication
means ere at his dsposal.
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(d) Secure flanka and rear
a-ainst follow-up attacks from different directions
than that of the initial fires. In addition to
suppor ting the meneuver force, the tase-of -fire unit
directs its fires and survelllance to all quadrants.
At lesst ope element of the maneuvar force [even
if only ope man) is positioned to provide that
force protection against unexpected attack on its
own flenk and/or rear.

(5) Naturally the best coumter-
ambush technique is to avoild being ambusted.
Avoid likely ambush sites if possible, Use
scout dogs, scout alrcraft, suppreasive artillery
fires marching in front of lesad elemsnta and,
unless stsalth is required, reconmis.ance by fire.

(6) Each terrain feature must be
evaluated as a potential embush site and each sub-
elemant, in turm, mst be placed mantelly, in the
killing sone and the best course of action for
each situation filed away in the comrander's minpd.

(7) Omce ambushed, it is the first
split sscond that tells the tale, PFrequemt
practice of quick reaction drills will ensure
thet ell personnel will instamtly counter the
enemy's fires,

c. Contrelled Ambush Operatioms
(Rat Hole Technique):

{1) As it becomes increasi ngly
dfficult to locete and destroy emsmy “orces,
particularly when the enemy ls trying to avold
contact, new tactics mmst be amployed. One that
lures the enemy into a trap is desired. Based
on the fact that even though the exact course of
action cannot be predicted, by ualng certain
Initdstives attentlon can te focused on the options
which experience indicates will be most arrealing
to the memy commonder. 79




(2) Implementation of this tactic
requires the distribution of the brigade task
force into four distinct but relsted functions,

{a) Fire basas are sited to
ansure saximm fire support throughout the most
eritical portions of the brigade AD,

(b) imbushes, usually of plstoon
strength are pesitioned within supporting artillery
rangs in gccordance with best intelligence avail-
abla and detailed mwalysis of terrain, Maximm
deceptive messures are employsd to cover the
positioning of these [ires,

{c) Long range, petrols, fire
tesm in siye, are amploysd to overmaich the
principal enemy lines of commmications, report
all gctivity and to adjust artillery fire on suit-

able targets,

(d) Stirring forces consisting
of trocpe, adrcraft and artillery are amploywd
to genarsia the ensmy movemsnt and chamnsl it
into ambush and/or artillery kill mones,

d, LP/OPe

{1) The employment of small, highly
mobile LF/OPs can grestly enhance the intelligence
gathering and target scquisition capability of brigades
and mgneuver battalions,

(2) LP/AOPs should be formed from in-
fantry squads salecting men who hawe demonstrated
@& proficiency in pstrolling skills, LP/OPs may
vary in siss, but a8 a general ruls, should not con-
sist of more personnal than cen be lifted by a single
troop carrying helicoptser (normally & parsoonel),
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(3) During daylight hours, LP/OPs
occupy OPs which provide good obgervation over
valley floors, trall junctions, water pointa and
river crossing sites, At night the LP/OPs are
employed where they can observe or hear enemy
movement.,

(L) A 1000 meter radius FCL is
astablished around each LP/OPs location,

{S) The brigade 52 will constantly
monitor the progress of the LP/OPs and apprise
them of any changes in the enamy situation, The
LP/OPs will normally report only at pre-cstablished
times unless spot reports are slgnificant encugh
to warrant breaking radio silence,

{(6) LP/OPs can be very effectively
used to call in cbserved artillery fire on enemy
parsonnel moving on trails,

e, JStay-Behind Forces: Stay-behind forces
are effective after extractions, Often the enemy
will enter a recently abandoned IZ ta search for
recovarable items, The stay-behind force should
be poaitioned far encugh away from the 12 to permit
artillery to fire on the supposedly evacuated LZ,
The enemy has learned not to immediately occupy
the 1Z because we frequently fire on the 1Z after
we leave, Use of these fires will lend credibility
to the appearance of a complete axtraction and
serves to enhance the surprise whicb ths stay-
behind force can achieve,
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f. Satursticn Patrolling. Thie tach-
nique 1s useful in locating caches snd to keep
ths enexmy on the mowve. It involvea a degree of
risk and should not be used if large enemy forces
are known to be in the 40. It is & relatively
quick wvay to confirm a belief that the enemy is
not in & perticular area. Part of the higher risk
1s due to the firs coordinstion oroblems crea tad
by the proliferstion of smell friendly elaments on
the move. It 1s imperative thet mach patrol mve
& redio apd stay in contsct with its paxt higher
headquarters. Without comurications, these
patrole become liabilities rother tmn assets.

g+ Movemsnt ascurity:

(1) Proper employmmt of merching
artillery snd morter fires is an importsant akill
the platoon lsader or company commamder must
possess, Whenewver thare 1s the possibility of
enccuntering a supsriocr enemy force, artillery
rounds should be walked along in front and to the
flanks of the column. The leader must know the
location of at lesst one comceutretion which can
be brought in close with minimom sdjustasnt. At
halts, it is desirable to fire in a few rounds
near the tail of the column, Often VC/NVA guidea
will follow US unita, At mlts, both ends of
the column should sasume an smbush confignration,

(2) Whepever possible, units should
mow on multipls, mutually supporting axse, When
forced by terrain snd time factors, to use s single
axls, elther off or on a trasil, the unit ahould ba
provided with scout ships and/or gunshipa., Alr
cover must be walved off the gun terget lime
periodically in order to meintain marching fires,
howsver, elr cover and merching fires could be
worked together with oo difficulty. Swoks grenadas
are used to mark frimdh; locstions.

(3) Narmally open areas are not
crossed without first sending an element to secure
the far mide. Recon by amll arms can offectively
be used.

(L) There is no single solution to
snsure flank sscurity whils moving through heavy
Jungle. DMspersion snd pushing the point elemest
out as far as possible are sound measares. Odd
mumbered men look laft and evan mumbered man look
right. Some men should be sppointed to watch the
tress for snipers, all persanmel should be assigned
security respomeibilities,

6, Other conalderatioos.

%, Mortara. Becawse of the damse vegets-
tin and rugred tarrein in RVN, the rifle compeny
normally cerries only one Elam and 20-2k rounds
of assmmition. The other two mortare are kept at
the tmttalion trains and cslled forward whem the
compmxy reachas s static position. Prior to move-
asmt, these are extructed to the e ttalion truins.
For a ope night stop, the additions]l mortars are
not normally brought in but additional smunitiaon
is. This smeunition is used for H & Is, defensi wm
fires, or axtracted in the moming.

b. Recollass Rifles and the LAW,

(1) 105mm RR: Lifted to high ground
w/0 carrier, this wsapon is effective to ocwrwatch
motivities below and ean affsctively assist
friendly units in reduction of haxdened targets
amd for to provide suppressive fires. On low
ground, it normally mast be employed on ita carrier,
Uss of the weapon on 1ta carrier is infrequent due
to the poor road net and alsc becsuse 1ift rescurces
are not always nnileblaa Jto move the carrisrs sround.



{2) 90mm RR: Normally, it is employed
like the 8lmm mortar, i.e,, brought forward once
a static location is reached, however, the Y0sm 1i»
rerely carried through jungle or across the rugged
terrain. FPrimarily it is valued for defense using
the fleshette round or for bunker reduction.

(3) The M-72 LAW: The weapon is a
mubstitute for the 90mm recolless rifle when a
mnit isa on the move,

¢, Riot Control Agenta (RCA}.

(1) RCA can be used to reatrict the
enemy use of areas and for tunnel search and tun-
nel denial, CS crystals placed in tunnels and bun-
kers and sealed by explosives, will deny enemy use
for extended periods. RCA may be used to advantage
during air assaults to reduce effectiveness of
epany ambush, Because burning C5 munitions are
non-persistent, exploitation must be prompt. The
protective mask muat be worn by troops and pllotas
to galn benelit from agent I35,

(2} Coordination and timing become
more important during eir assaults while wearing
the protective mask due to reduced wisibility and
volce coantrol.

d., Security hissions.

{1) Fixed Base Security: Security
in this enviromment 1a a necessity regardless of
the mispion in which the urit is engaged, Ini-
tiel location and displacement of facilities such
as FSE and artillery units must be closely studied

ay,

In order to cinserve the maneuver forces required
for security missions, Whenever feasible, base
areas should ba censolidated and collocated with
fire bases and CPs to minimize the number of troops
tied down in the security role,

(2) Engineer Work Party Security:
Security for engineer work parties muat be con=
sidered in planning all operations, Forces must
be allocated to accomplish thie mission if max-
imm utilisetion of the engineer force is to be
realized, It must be recognized that assignment
of security missions to the maneuver battalions
detracts from their capability to perform offen-
sive missions,

{(3) Convoy sscurity:

(a) With the sxception of the
ground cavalry troops, mir assault ground maneuver
elements are not equipped with gufficlent ground

transport to perform thils role, Canvay security
therafore is not & recommended use of air assanlt
treops, The detsrrent effect of armed halicopters
and fixed wing chaervation aireraft over a convay
is considerable, A fixzed wing A/C should be over
the convoy at all times and be in commmications
with it; prepared to brimg in artillery, armed
helicopters or TAC Alr, Armed helicopters should
pericdically appear over the convoy and check out
tarrain which the fimed wing A/C camnct, The armed
helicopters should laager at secure landing areas
along the route to canserve fuel and flight houras,
Alr cover, plus convoy persannel trained to react
quickly to ambush, are the essentlals of safe cop-
voy movemant, Road sweeps must be employed to dise
cover mines, Vahicles must be sandbagged,

8



{t) Convoy lsaders aust bave PART IIT
the frequancies and call asigne of all agencies
along their routs shich could asaist by fire or SECTION I. CHECKLISTS
coms to their assistance.
1. STAND TO (Pre-Dawm)

8. Operstioms with Indigemons snd Allied
Foroes. a. All perscnal gear rolled and ready to

march or alrlift,
(1) In operstions with allied farces

1t is ecsentisl thet esch unit know where tha b. Huater. Be prepared for attack.

other is mnd what cpereations are being conducted. .

The wost affective means of doing this is by close ¢. Perform checka cn all equipment

coordinati on mud contimuous liaison through exchengs

of officers. Excharge of lisisen officers snd (1) Claymores and trip flares acctd

qualifisd intercreter persommnel should be accomp- for.

lishad as 5 mattar of importance, It is often

deeirsble to teilor allied forces by mixing umits {2) Radios woridng, Check Batterisa.

of ope forca into units of sacther forca. This

builda confidence betwesn allias and provides {3) Wpns clean. Basic load complete,

opportunitiss for both elments to learn from the

othar. (L) C-rations. Bamsiec load camplete.
(2) Engineers oftem bave a requirement d. Commo

for the use of indigencus labor for routs mainten

snce and construetion of fortifications. Thers- (1) Frequencies

fors, tloss coordination betwesn the 05 aml the

enginser in e¥zentisl in planning joint operstions (2) Call aigns

to spsure that adequetsa msnpowsr 1z availsbls and

that funds are provided for hiring of indigenous (3) Points of origin

labor.

e, Personal Hyglens and Health
{3) Extremesly close coordinstion

and a spirit of cooperstion must charucterise (1) Shaving.
raletions between division enginser and allied
engineser commnders to ensure matoal and con-— (2) Dry socka.

tinned support in critical sarme.
(3) Foot powder, Insect repellant and
Malaria pille.
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STAND TO (Pre-Dusk)

b.

c.

Muster, Be prepared for attack.
Wpna clean.

A1) gear, except sleeping gear, roll-

ed and stowed - ready for any event,

ar fire,

Mosquito nets amd inseat repellant,
Light and noise discipline.
Password.

Radios preotected from rifle and mort-

Claymorea and tripflares out.

a8

3. WARNING ORDER

€.

Ready time.

Formation.

Mission,

Flenning Consideraticns.
{1) Duration of Operation.
(2) Location

Logistical Planning

(1) Rations and water,

{2) POL

(3) Ammo
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h. OPERATIONS ORDER 5. SPOT REPORT FOEMAT
Reference: MAP

a. Whe
Task Organization b, What Activity
1. Situation c. Where
(a) Enemy, d, When
{b} Friendly. e. Previcusly reported ( If 8o, to

whom and wvhen.)
(¢) Attachments and Detachments,

£. Action taken
2. Mission,

3. Execution. mtiﬁad.‘- List sdjacent units that have been
(a) Concept of Operations
(b) Maneuver
(e} Fire Spt

b, Admin and Log

5. Cad and Signal

Tima Check



6, FIRE REQUESTS

a. There are only five items that must
bs covered when you ask for fires:

(1) Call =mign. You must identify
yourself,

(2) Warning order. Simply say FIRE
MISSION.

(3) Target location, This is really
importent. Look at your map. Estimate the loc-
ation of the tgt on the map and give its coordd-
natas (for exmmple, GRID L85 S8L). If the FIC
Imowe your locatlon, you may glve them an estl-
mated distancs in meters from yourself to the tgt
{such as, DISTANCE 2800). In any event, you
MUST give DIRECTION ( thims used to be called
agimuth) from yourself to the tgt. Uive all in-
formation in the clear except your own location.

(4) Nature of tgt. Slmply tell
what you ses: "VC Plat, dlgging in."

(5) Control. Simply say ADJUST FIRE,
mezning that you are able to mdjust.

b. That's all there is to it. Here's
an example:

Observer to FIC:
Red Leg, This im Snuffy, Fire Mission, Over.

FIC to (bserver:
Snuffy, This 1s Red Leg, Fire Mission, Over.

FIX to Obsarver:

Repeats the message, terminates with OUT,
and after the fire order ls issoed transmits:

BATTALION, 2 ROUNDS, TARGET KA 8001, OVER,
Observer to FDC:
BATTALION, 2 RODMDS, TARGET KA 8001, OUT,

Sometimes it will be a battalion firing in
adjustmant or just e battery or maybe one mortar
tube, This will vary, Write down D4 8001 on
your map at the tgt lecation for future reference,

In & minute or two you'll hear SHOT, OVER,
This mesns your roauls are on the war, Tou say
SHOT, OUT.

When you see or hear yopr rounds hit you
wust now adjust them onto your tgt wnless you
were lucky and got a firet round hit,

Firet get the rounds on line with the tgt,
They mre either hitting right or laft of the tgt,
Eatimats this error and tsll the FDC Right or
Left s0 many metere,

Next determine if the rounds went long or
short, Make a bold change causing the next rounde
to bracket the tgt, Say Drop or Add sc many meters,

Keap splitting the bracket wntil you are hit-
ing from 50 to 100 metsrs from your tgt, (despends
on how big the guns are that are firing for you)

Then ask for FIRE FOR EFFECT. (Good Bye, VC} Tell

Observer to FDC: the FOC what happensd tc the tgt, EMD OF MISSION,

CRID 485 S8, DIRECTION 1800 VC PLAT DIGGING EST 6 VC KIA, OVER, That's it, For mors info, see

IN, FUZE TIME, ADJOST FIRE, OVER. M 6-135, Adjusimemt of Arty Fire by the Cbt Sold-
92 iar and TC 6-1, Sep &6, E.d Arty Observation,



Item

path

7. SHELREP
A From {orginator)
B Psn of observer

C Aximuth to flash or acund, along flight

or along groove of shell in mils ar degrees.

D Time shelling began
E Time shelling endad

F  Ares shellsd

[}

Number, size and type of wpn(s) used
H Ngture of fire (observed, H & T etc.}
I Number and type of shells

J Time between flash to bang

K Damuge

SECTICE II.

1, Wpns Capsbilities.
¥ Hax Eff Range

Clay-
BOT®

M50

.h5 Pistol
n-16

K-79

Blam Mort
M72 LW
106umRE
SCmmAR
105aw Ol

15 S OW
8 AOW

17 SamGun
2,75 Bkt
82mmiort
AK-L?

SKS
RPD (MG)

TABLES

5
1100m
50l
LbOm
350m
3650m
j25m

Max Bangs Burst Area
250m Zone
398 Begtan Zane
1500m Point
265 Beaten Zone
L0Om 10m
3550m  20x2%m
325m Classified
7675m lm (HEPT )
2200m Unknosn
11,000+a 20x30m
1660m Jouion
32,700m  35x95m

x 20m
30L0m 20x25m
x Beaten Zone
x Point
x Beatan Zone



Night)

XMPH KMPHINU"E a. Night LZ with no control sids on
otS OuR ground other than a landing TEE amd a radio,
65 120 2
b. Best TEE to obstacle ratic is 10:1.
70 130 2.1 Max ratio is 6:1.
5 137 2.3
B0 L7 2.5
85 157 2.6
90 166 2.8 -
9% 175 2.9 s
MoE S
100 184 3.1 WORRAL "= "
— — - -
DIy B, , , Tl
105 194 3.2 | PU—'; s~ §T:T5Y) >
TEE TEE
110 203 3.L k___ll‘(h (6:1) —
115 212 3.5
120 222 3.7
97



SECTION IIT. AIRCRAFT SAFETY

All unita will insure that thelr personnel are
aware of the following safety procedures whils
working in or around eircraft,

1. General.

a. Specific safeiy rulss cannct be pre-
scribed to cover eveyy situation; howevar, certain
Tules apply toc all air transported operatione.

h., Conduct on Alrfields/Heliports.

{1) Troops will not enter onto an
Mrfld/Heliport without firat obtaining permisalon
from the Control Tower or other proper smuthority,

{2} Troops will not assiat in any
emergency occurring on an airfield/hellport which
has emergency crews and vehicles unless told to do
80,

(3} Do not leave loose equipment ly-
ing on the ground at any landing siteas,

{4) Marker panels must be securely
tled dowm,

¢, Aircraft Cammander (AC)

(1) The AC (aviztor) is the final guthar-
ity on the technical operztion and sgfety of the
acft,

(2) A1l peramcnnel will adhere to in-
structions isswed by the AC at all times when in
or around military acft,

d, Smoking, OSmoking within 50 ft of any
acfy ia prohibited. Smoking is prohibited in acft
under the following cmdg’jat.ionu:

(1} During all ground operations.

(2) During mnd immsdiately after take-
off.
{3) During fuel transfer operations.

(4) Immediately before and during land-
inga.

{5) At any time any occupant detacts
funl fumes,

(6) When so lnatructed by the AC,
2. Entering and Exiting.

a, Never approach rotary wing acft from
the rear, always from the slde or front, except
CH-L7 which must be approached from the rear.

b, Never approach fixed wing acft from
the front, always from the side or rear.

¢. When approaching a chopper, while
rotor blades are in motion, keep the Wody in a
crouching psn.

d. Keep ciear of fixed wing propeller
arc.

e. Wwhen approaching a formation of acft,
use a route that will clear tail roters or prope.

f. Keep wpna and other gear from coming
in contact with airframe or acft antennas,

g. Pricr to entering acft, determine who
will remain behind if someone must be "bampedn.

h. When landing up hill in choppers, DO
KT exit acft up hi:l1 into the roter.



i. Flares will not be fired within an
area that could damage acft.

J. HRadios will have antennae recessed
prior to entering acft.

X, Wpna will be held between the legs
rustle up except in CH-L7s when they will be plac-
ed on the {loor.

1. HNormally wpns will be unloaded prior
to boarding. On combat assaults, they may be loaded
with no round in the chamber and the safety on, If
the LZ is likely to be "hot" unit commanders may
direct that rounds be chambered as the 1lift begins
final approach. Safeties will be kept on.

m, Mortars, base platee, and bipods will
be placed on the floor of the acft.

3. During Flight.
8. Seat belts will be worm at all times.
b. Be careful with radio artennae.
c. hAcft loads should be spotied on the
LZ in accordance with the planned acft landing
forration. Loads should remain statlionary until
the pilots have declded exactly where they wlll met
down. Persormel running around the LZ distract
the pilota,
L. Crash Landing Procedures,
a, Hermove emergency exits,

b. Secure loose equipment.

c. Fasten seat belts tightly
120

d, Lean fwd and grasp ankles,

e, If facing fwd or aft use grma as
a headpad,

f., Do not relax poaition until all
motion has estopped,

E» GClear acft in an orderly but rapid
marner,
h, Mowve out to at least 100 ft and lie
down.
5. Vehicles,

e. Vehicles will not approach acft with=
out first coordinating with the AC or crew mewber.

b, Drivers will exerciss axtreme caution.
¢, Max speed arocund acft is 5 MPH.

d, Except for CH-L7s, choppere will
never be approached from the rear.

e. Fixed wing acft will always be app-
roached from the side or rear.

f. Radio entennae will always be tied
down before driving niear acft.

6. Night Operations.
a. Light discipline will be closely ob-
sarved,
b. Blackout lights will be used near acft.

¢. If neceseary, a gulde with a flashlight
may be used.

d. Flame prodtiﬂ'xg devicee will not be



used inside chopper during night operationa

f. Firing of small arms, from inside a
1ift ship, is rarely necessary. Such firing, at
night, is particularly hasardows as muzzle flash
could cause the pilots to lose their night vision.

15 May 1967 Cav Pam 550-1
(aVvDacT)
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