


Serving With Pride •.. 
Each issue of UpTight will salu te a major unit 
serving in Viemam , selected randomly. highlighting 
the unit's his torical backoround and illust rating (he 
unit patch. 

Tropic Lightning 

On OOober I , 19"' 1, Ihe 1511-0 10fol11,y Division was born . 
On Dece mber 7, 19~ I , Ihe 1511-0 In'onlry Division wos mollo:le. 1/ hod 10 be . For Ihe 25'n WOJ coiled to defend 

the shore~ 01 Howaii oller !he !urprise oUack on Peorl Ha rbor. Wilhin 0 yeor of tha i doy of Infamy, 25 ,h Div isi o,", 
troops were on Ihe oRe~siYe jfl the Pocific. From GlJodolconol Ihrough Ihe norlhern cho ll'! of Solomon !slones to 
Ar"ndel Islond and Ko io:l'1bcr'lgoto the 251h moved lil:e lighlning and penetroted every Japanese st ronghold. The 251h 
wo~ Tropic Lightning ond thus earned the nome it re~eived . 

From January to June, 19-45, divi~ion soldiers fought for 165 days in the liberation 01 the Ph il ippines, 
~etring a record among Army divi,ions for cOniecv~ive days of combat. Afrer World War II, the Tropi~ Lig htning 
Divi,ion hod to occupy a deleoted notion. The im men se burO'en of processing thousands of refug ee, was undertaken. 

Efficiency on the bot'lefleid was matched by efficiency in occupied Japan . 
The men of th e lightning polch remained in Japan unlil 1960 when they were ag:::ir ca lled into combo!. Aller 

the North Korean Army ~tormed ocron ttJe 381h Parall el, Ihe 251h Division, a long wilh olhe ~ U'liled Nol ion, · lorces, 
raced to the defense of 'he porI CIty 01 Pusan . II was heloics of l ightnings 01 Pusan that earned lor the div[110n its 
firsl Korean Pruldentiol Unit C,lolion. For th ree yean Tropic liehlning bollied season ed North Korean and Chinese 
Communi.ll wldi e rs. In May, 1953, the capitol city Seou l, was defended . Asoin bravery in the feee of f,eue fighting 
earned Ih e 25th a Korean Prurdential Unit Citotion. 

In 195-4, th e 251h was bock in Hawaii, the place of ils bitlh. The peaceful yean 01 Schofield Barracks come 

and wenl, and by 1963 the division was sending men 10 Vietnam. 
8y lole 1965 Ihe move ·in·force to Vietn a m hod begun . Fi rs' was the 3rd Br;gode, and by April, 1966 the move 

was complete. Tropic Lightning was agai n ~n combat. The pruent chapler of Ihe 25th ·! hislory IS .11,11 be ing w, illen. 
Since the di vision hes been in Vietnam, more than 188,000 viel Cong and North Vietr.ameu so ldIers have d Jed at 
the hands of Tropic lighlning i'lfonlrymen, cavalrym en and artillerymen. Ten men h:lYe received the Medal of Ho nor 
while serving wilh Ihe 2Sr i) in Vietnam. 8efore Vietnam , 1-4 Tropic Lightning soldie" received the notion·, highest 

award . 
In this struggle Ihol combines bOlllefield fighring with on ollempt 10 win Ihe hearls 01 the people, dIvision sold iers 

~oye shown genuine companion and undeu londing of the p roblems 01 a people too long consumed' in war. Fo r It s 
un~h r in.ing devotion 10 Ihe eRo rt in Vielnom ond its prolenionolism on Ihe bOlllefield , Ih e 251h Infonl(1 Diyision wos 
awarded Ihe Vielnomue (ro" of Gallantry wilh Polm on January 28 , 1969. 
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Leading the Way 
The ""0 men Preslden. Nixon diose to 

execute Army policy brine to&etber coagres­
sioool nperieoce In d •• tiuC "ilh miJilary 
dain and job expe:rieAcc widl the previous 
administntion. 

Secret .... ,. of Defease MelviD R. Laird 
brings to bis Hew duties a ' 1be Pe:atqOD aD 

merest and expertise in miUtary IIIIJdrs which 
dates back to his World War U .5UYil"e ~ida 
the U.s. Na'·y. 

For the 10 )"eats pretedi ... his idedioll as 
defense secretary he was a .. ember of the 
subcommittee on defeose of tile HOUJe of 
Repl'tStntatJves AppropriatiODS CollUllltke. 

Secretary Laird "'-as elede41 to the U.s. 
J.ouse- of Representatins from Wlseoasin's 
71h J)i5frid. H. • ... ed I. Ih. 83rd ..... o.1h 
90th 5eSAoas of Congress aDd WAS elected 
to dH: 9lJt Coagress in November 1968. 

Mann .... the post as Secretary of tile Ann,. 
Is Staaley R. Resor, who made the trauilioa 
from the l ohllSOn admiDistradoa.. 

Sledy. reliable, lIIetbodical, • caftful plaD­
Mf, .. c some of .be " 'ayl assoa.tes d~e 
die atbletic.lookiDl 6-footer. 

Seattary of Defense LainI, maoundlll 
RetOr'. rHppoJatment, said the Nixon Ad· 
m'nWnticJn "ants the Army admlalstntor 
to IU-Y OD to provide aD element of con­
Ciaufty I. tbe IWftch of admiulstratioDf. 

SK"ldJlry Resor. a one4iJne New York 
la'" cr. puts i. lona bours and demaads 
detDtltd reports from his staII'. He watches 
the n.. print dosely. 

COMBAT ACTION 

2 Platoon Sergeant- SFC larry BabbillS 
. Spollig ht o n the expe rienced combat leoder 

J 2 A Clean Sweep-SFC Wilfred Gileau 
... stolking Charlie o nd "is booby Traps 

I 4 The Big Guns-
· .. the role o f long ronge art ill ery 

20 Battle Report 

SERVICE AND SUPPORT 

6 The World's largest Salvage Yard 
· . . re llOQfode ond dlsposol ot Ho Noi 

38 Maintenance on the Move 
· .. keep ing Ihe Army mobile 

40 Somebody Up There likes Us-SP4 Fronk Fee 
. 'ribu le to the men in b lue 

HUMAN INTEREST 

9 Your Right 10 Write- SFC Carl Martin 
· . . th e re :)re foster woys than writing COn9re" 

24 Clerks on the Perimeter !-SP5 Peter C. Bedard 
· . . whOI Irs lik-e on 0 reodion force 

26 To Help Themselves-SSM Cloy lacy 
· •. job troining fOf the Vi e tnome,e 

45 How Are They Doing? 
· .. e ft ecti"encu 01 NCO Acodemy grad uates 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

28 Bargain Mart of the Orient- SFC Stanley Johnson 
· .. Hong Kong R & R 

34 Combat Arl - SP6 Jerry Robert son 
. . Focel of Combat 

37 Brtef Bursts 
· .. lote informatio n oftecting you 

48 Nevah Hoppen 
· .. humo r under combat condilio n$ 

UP'TlG HT is on ouTho!ized quo. le, jy p"bli«(l lion of 
Ihe U.s. Army, Vi, lnO fJI .. ( 11 m ini.o ~ is TO pro" icc 
fecruol, Io mcly and rn·ceplh InfOU"oIIOn o f inlere, ' !o 
~embe .. of The U.S. Ar"'y, Vie' '' !> m. Articles of genere l 
hlte'es l mcy be 5ublll i!!e:; 10' ( o rosice. ell io" t:) : Edi'or, 
Ut TIG HT, InlOIl'lollon Of Ike, HeodquortelS, USARV, 
APO Son f rQnci\co 96375. Direcl CQmlllunlcoliQn wilh 
Ihe E:ji:or il oYlllorized. Ur.l en o lhe'w ile indicated, 
mOleriol publ' ''le.:! In UPTIGHT mey be re printed 1110. 

" idad cled iT iJ g '''en rhe mago!tne and Ih, author . 
Opinions exp .. u ed 1M UPTIGHT ole MI l ne~es s oli l y 
'hose or the Deporllllen l 01 'he Arm y. 

GEN Creighton W. Abrem" Comlllonding Genarol 
LTG Fronk T. Mildren, D,pu ty Commanding G.nero l 

COL lomet W. Compbell, Informotion Officer 
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CR!OIT$, f fOlfl t co"er-U.S Army t.:>derlh ;p ir 
Vi"no. " boded by III nplIl(:idl-nled 'i,epowe- . 
HeI,1I qood 50 mochl.,e g..,,, Is lite::' ;,,'0 I ~ e r. ·Q~1 
[' a m a IOlldkl g !:Ore !!orlh of An" Khe . Phoro by 
PFC R.ichcllef S. DYlfonce . 

MAJ [)Q,,'d l. Sto nley, Editor·in·Chief 

LT Somuel B. HuR, Execyt, ,, . EdiTor 
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For leadership in the field 
Infantrymen turn to the ... 

Platoon Sergeant 

By SFC larry Babb;ffs 
A meric al 10 

; 
I 

UPTIGHT 



Charlie was out chere or at least 
he hat! been there. There 

would be no slip-ups now because 
thi s patrol was well planned. Soft 
moonlight accented tiny lines of 
strain at the comers of his eyes as 
they probed the darkness for Vc. 

The nu ts-and-bolts of the patrol 
actually began earlier that day as 
the platoon sergeant lea ned on a 
damp sandbag next to the bunker's 
entrance, a cigarette inserted be­
[\\:een the thumb and the first two 
fingers of his lelt hand . 

This evening, again, he would 
take his men out on another mis­
sion. Many of his men were new 
to the Company, uicknamed "The 
Gunfighters," 1st Ballalion, 6th In­
lantry, 198th Inlantry Brigade. For 
many it would be thei r first time 
out with a real prospect o[ coming 
under hostile fire. 

Sergeant Fit" t Class James D. 
Winberry, a l6-year Regular Army 
veteran, mo\"ed his hand deliberate· 
ly from the sandhag to run over his 
reddish, ne;:ltly·trimrned moustache, 
and con tinued to plan for tonight. 

"1 could use the second squad as 
point," he reflected, "putting them 
on the lelt side of the formation . 
Perhaps the first squad as rear 
security." 

Decision upon decision would 
have to be made today_ Deci sions 
about tactics would have to be 
checked with First Lieutenant Fred 
Riegel, the platoon leader, but 
most of the other decisions were 
his to make . 

Who will go? Who remains be­
hind? What special equipment 
will be necessary for this particular 
operation? These thoughts he 
mulled over in his mind. 

"Gene," he said in his sof t, na­
tive lVfissouri accent, "tell the 
squad leaders I ' ll meet with them 
here, before chow." 

Specialist 4 Gene Whitely, a ma­
chine gunner who JUSt returned 
from rhe hospital where he went to 
recover from a ligh t wound suffered 
two weeks ago, nodded and went 
clown the trail. 

"Oh," the 
c.lled, "also 

platoon 
get me 

sergeant 
'Mike'." 

Platoon Sergeant Winberry relaxes after completing a successful patrol. 

SPRING, t 969 

"Mike' is a local term used to 
denote the pla toon radio telephone 
operator (R TO). 

While most of the decisions seem 
sma ll and unimportanr, Sergeant 
Winberry has no margin for error. 
Errors and miscalculations may 
cost lives in a riRe company: a fact 
known only too well to this former 
Fe Rucker, Ala ., survival course 
instructor. 

Three times decorated for valor, 
this America ) Division platoon ser­
geant believes that, "the men must 
have absolute confioence in me and 
my decisions. They must know 
that when] say something must be 
done and done now, that I'm seri· 
01lS and am basing each decision on 
my experience and sound advice 
from higher levels ... and from 
their own suggestions, too." 

"He always seems calm," said 
Specialist Whitely, "and strange as 
it may seem, I've never heard him 
raise his voice in anger. All his 
moves seem to be right. and he 
seems to know when it's time to 
play and time to work. Even 
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though I WdS hit last him out, I'd 
have no reservations al:>out going 
out with him again." 

The last time out. Sergeant Win­
berry's platoon had one man killed 
and three wounded and evacuated. 
A profoundly religious man and 
the father of two children, Win­
berry deeply felt the loss of one of 
his men. 

"He's hard, but not cold," stated 
Captain John M. Plese, Company 
A commander. "He is capable of 
hiding his immediate feelings. This 
is often necessary to maintain mo­
rale among tbe troops, beca use the 
loss of a man is just about as hard 
a. losing a member of your family_" 

"Whenever you lose anyone. it's 
hard to take," Winberry said, "and 
you begin thinking about why 
you're a 'lifer' (career soldier) any­
how. It'd .ure be easier on the 
outside. You get pretty sore at 
yourself and at the world in gener­
al. .. but then you cool down and 
remember why you're in the 
Army." 

Winberry, the fann-boy turned 
soldier, is one of the Army's pr0-

fessionals who ;",'t ashamed to ad­
mit the real reason he and many 
other dedicated career men stay in 
the combat arms. 

"They need me here. Army life 
is my life ... it's my 'bag' ... and in 
spite of the family separations and 
other inconveniences, it's a job that 
must be done, and done right." 

Three men came ambling up the 
hill to the bunker where Winberry 
waited. Two squad leaders and 
the platoon R TO arrived knowing 
that if he sent for them, it was 
important to be just a little bit 
early. They obviously were ready. 

Some informal greetings and 
conversation were exchanged. 

Then, as the facial expressions 
indicated it was down-to-business 
time. Winberry brieOy outlined the 
plans for the evening operation. 
The conversation continued in 
short sentences. punctuated with 
terse grunts of agreement and a 
few direct-to-the-point questions. 

The answers were always given 
in a voice exhibiting both certainty 
and consideration for the' men. 

The red·haited NCO often 
squinted in the direction of the 
setting Asian sun. and while some~ 
times seeming detached f demon~ 

• 

,trated his confidence in the squad 
leaders by probing for suggestions 
... and listening to them. 

Although he doesn't always use 
their advice. he weighs it and. more 
often than not, the subordinate 
leaders' recommendations are inre­
grated into his plans. 

"Anybody got any questions?" he 
asks, raising himself from his im­
provised helmet-chair. "If not. 
have your men ready as soon as it 
gets dark. Rendezvous will be be­
hind Bunker 11." 

Now is the moment of truth for 
the platoon sergeant. He contem­
plates the possibility of losing some 
of his men. He is alone. The 
dedsions have been made. the re­
sponsibilities are his. He tweaks 
his nose, runs his hand over his 
mustache again~ and enters the 
command post (CP) bunker for a 
last conference with the platoon 
leader and company commander. 

Winberry lights a short, unfil­
teted cigarette and puts on the 
eyeglasses he uses only for reading 
to check the situation map hanging 
on the CP wall. He checks for any 
movement of friendlies and any 
other cbanges .ince he last read the 
rna p ... less than one hour ago. 

"He', one of the mo,t thorough 
people I've ever seen." said Plese, 
"he'lI check and re-check, and then 
check again. That's the reason I 
believe he', had so much success 
with so few ]osses." 

After entering a few brief note, 
in his pad, Winberry goes to his 
bunk and begin. to get his things 
together. His canteens are filled, 
the riOe inspected. the straps on 
his field pack and ammo pouches 
are checked. Sati,fied that he is 
personally ready. he prepares a cup 
of instant coffee over a B-unit can 
that he has manufactured into a 
cook stove. 

Half-way through his coffee­
break, a squad leader, Sergeant 
Joseph Simone enters, "Hey, Sarge, 
I don't think we ought to take 
George with us. He's leaving for 
R&:R tomorrow." It's a question 
more than a statement. 

Winberry looks up from his 
steaming canteen-cup, and answers, 
"He's your man. Whatever you 
think is be.t." 

As darkness approaches, he 
dresses for the patrol, carefully ty-

ing the frag grenades in place; an­
other quick check of the weapon 
and he starts for Bunker II. 

While quizzing the men to be 
sure they have been briefed by the 
squad leaders. he scans their equip­
ment. Assured that everyone is 
ready, he turns and calls the point 
man to his post. 

Another patrol begins. 
The patrol moves noiselessly 

down the slope of a brush-covered 
hill, pa.t the outpost bunkers and 
onto a rice-paddy dike. Each man 
knows hi. job; each man is confi­
dent in the other team members; 
each man is confident in his leader; 
and the leader is confiden t in them. 

The poin t man and the second 
squad leader know their route, and 
lead the patrol into the ambush 
area. It is an area surrounding a 
road junction and it is covered 
with small scrub trees jutting out 
of high grass. It is a known VC 
infiltration route~ 

No words are spoken~ or need to 
be. A slight touch on the shoulder 
or a hand motion by the leader 
indicates what action must take 
place. 

The men settle down with as 
little noise and movement as pos­
sible and ready themselves in their 
makeshift fighting positions. Am­
munition and grenades are placrd 
within easy reach. Claymore mines 
are positioned, concealment pre~ 
pated and the long wait begins. 

Nearly nine hours of waiting, 
poised for battle. watching every 
shadow and wailing for any move­
ment, leaves plenty of time for 
introspection and re8ection. 

After a final, quick check of the 
men '5 positions, Winberry crawls 
behind a hedge, his back leaning 
against a tree. He scans the area 
to assure himself that he too has a 
good field of fire, and is easily 
available to command> should a 
fire-fight begin. 

Any rusile of the leave, would 
immediately bring a reOex action 
from him and his men. By the 
dim light of the half moon, you can 
see the riOes poised. ready_ 

Just before dawn breaks, Win­
berry passes the word to withdraw 
from their positions and prepare 
to return to camp. Silently, 
stealthily, each man protecting his 
buddy's movement, the withdrawal 
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Sergeanl Winberry checks map with 
his subordi nates (lOp left) . He talks 
10 a higher element on the rad io 
(lOp righl), He uses a compass 10 
derermine directio n (above), and 
points out fields of fire (Jefl), 

begins. 
By the early light, you can see 

lhe look of relief cross the ser' 
gea nt's face, as the pall'o) negotiates 
its own perimeter wire and he 
:-;houts, " Okay, light up." 

The men g rin a nd strike matches 
for each erher 's cigarettes. 

"Another patrol over," renens 
Winberry stroking his must(lche ..... 
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TheWorld's 
Largesl Salvage Yard 
Photos by SP5 David Show 
UpTight Staff PhDtogropiter 

Fragments and shells of jeeps, 
trucks and t • .tilers are piled in an 
every-which-way heap_ Nearby, 
shell casings gleam in the hot sun, 
the steel showing through the ubiq­
uitous orange dust. 

Here and there; groups of civili­
ans load scrap onlo trucks. 

Rows of tires bake in' the sun, 
leading to a large pile of tires. 
looking like so many black dough­
nuts frosted with sand_ A rust-red 
and gun-metal gray mountain of 
wall lockers rises in still another 
area. 

The insignia and emblems of 
several allied nations and the var­
ious American forces appear 00 the 
equipment. 

This is the scene at the property 
disposal yard at Ho Nai-possibly 
the world's largest salvage yard. It 
is 115 acres crammed with 20,000 
to 30,000 tons of equipment that 
has reached the apparent end of its 
usefulness to the Army. 

The jeep, the truck, the armored 
personnel carrier (APq that plied 
the roads, swamps and hill coun try 
of Vietnam, now economically be­
yond repair, lie waiting in the yard 
for civilian contractors buying 
"rap metal or old tires. 

The Ho Nai yard is the end of 
the line for a great many items that 
once saw service in the waf. And 
by the time a jeep or an APe or a 
wall locker or a gun barrel reaches 
Ho Nai, there is no doubt that the 
item has no further value to the 
Army. 

You won't 6nd a workable gener­
ator on an y of the jeeps in the pile 
of vehicles, nor many other parts. 
The equipment that winds up in 
the property disposal yard has been 
SPRING, 1969 

checked and double checked to in­
sure that nothing usable is not re­
turned to service .. 

The yard i. the disposal part of 
. the retrograde and disposal pro­
gram operated ""by the Army's Sai­
gon Support Command. 

And it is the retrograde and dis­
posal program that insures that 
anything worth saving or repairing 
is removed from damaged equip­
ment received from the Iield. 

A principal part of the retro­
grade operation is the "Closed 
Loop" support program, which is 
designed to keep a constant 1I0w of 
critical items going to the men who 
need them and a counter-flow of 
damaged but economically repair­
able priority items on their way to 
repair shops in the United States, 
Japan, Okinawa and Taiwan. 

"Closed Loop" has a list of more 
than 580 critical or short.supplY 
items, ranging from engines and 
generators to APCs. As soon as 
these items are damaged, they are 
shipped by the Iield unit. to the 
Long Blnh Depot. Here, they are 
inspected to determine whether it 
is economical to repair them. If 
the inspector at the depot decides 
that it is worthwhile to send the 
item oft for repairs, it is given a 
steam cleaning or scm bbing to 
make it cleaner than it probably 
has ever been since it arrived in 
Vietnamj in order to meet require~ 
ments set up by the Army and 
health departments of the countries 
in which the repair shops are 
located. 

Finally, if the item is small, say 
an engine, it is packaged for ship­
ment. Larger items, such as trucks 
and APCs, are loaded "as is" on 

trucks. The equipment is then 
taken to Newport, where it is 
loaded on ships for transport to 
the repair shops. Critical smaller 
i terns are flown to the shops . 

"Closed Loop" items move quick­
ly through the retrograde process, 
sometimes in a matter of hours, 
usually in seven to 10 days. But, 
with a few exceptions, all other 
equipment that is found to be re­
pairable also goes through the re­
trograde process and finds its way 
to oul-of-country repair shops. 

The exceptions to automatic re· 
trngrading are items such as jeeps, 
whose shipping and repair costs 
would exceed their value. How­
ever, the fact that jeeps are not sent 
back for repairs does not mean that 
they are automatically tossed on the 
Ho Nai scrap heap. 

Soon after they have been 
brought to the Long Binh Depot, 
the jeeps and other items not ship­
ped out of country are placed in a 
cannibalization point_ Here, any 
authorized unit in the III or IV 
Corps Tactical Zones, having been 
unable to obtain a replacement 
item through normal su ppl y chan­
nels, may strip the needed part 
from one of the vehicles. 

Those vehicles that are not to be 
retrograded are left in the canni­
balization point for about a week 
and then, usually far lighter tlian 
when they arrived, the vehicles are 
taken to the disassembly point, 
where last year 2,411 vehicles were 
taken apart to save valuable auto­
motive parts. If necessary, the 
parts are repaired in~country or 
sent to out-of-country repair shops. 
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It is only after every economical­
ly repairable or immediately usable 
pan has been taken from the ve­
hicles that whatever is left is truck­
ed up to the Ho Nai yard. 

The retrograde program was be-
. gun in mid-1967, when adequate 

port facilitie s became available in 
Vietnam. Prior to that time, the 
only means of getting eq uipment 
back to be repaired would have 
been by air, a costly operation in 
comparison with the amount o[ 
equipment that could be circulated . 

Since the re trograde program be­
gan, (ile mOluhly tonnage total has 
been stead ily increasing. The Janu­
ary schedule (or the Saigon Support 
Command \Vas nearly 20,000 tons 
of material to be shipped. 

It is difficult to put a dollar figure 
on the savings that result from the 
"Closed Loop" program, wh_ich ac-
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counts for an estimated 80 to 85 
P~:T cenl of the retrograding that is 
cond ucted by the Saigon Support 
Comma nd, or through the general 
retrograding of non-critica l but re­
pairable iLems. The retrograde peo­
ple talk in terms of the number 
of tons of equipment they handle, 
rather than the financial savings in­
volved . But it is obvious that if 
you ca n repair a S200,000 i tern for 
$ 100,000, you are saving SIOO,OOO 
minus scrap value by repairing it 
rather thall buying a Hew one. 

The dollar-consciousness comes 
in at the property disposal yard . 
After the equipment has been 
brought there [or sa le, much of it 
will be purchased by civilian con­
tractors at scrap value. In one 
recent month, JO,948 tons of scrap 
were sold [01' $67,160 to contractors 
from the United Slates as well as 

from throughout Southeast Asia, 
During that month, damaged 
equipment once valued at $6,51 4,-
536 was received at the yard. 

Buying through bidding, pur­
chasers insure that there is a con­
stant turnover in the disposal yard. 
And in add ition to scrap sa les, 
items are re-issued from the yard 
for purposes other than their ori­
ginal uses. 

The retrograde and disposal pro­
cedures are unique in that the 
Army has never in a previous war 
had such a well organized system 
[or the recovery, repair and return 
of vital equipment for a second, 
third or even fourth to ur. Nor has 
there been an integrated disposal 
sy~tem that provided benefit to the 
Army through payment for scrap 
material while at the same time 
cleaning up the battlefields. ... 

Men affix crane cables 10 an APC wbich will be 
Iranspo rted to the N ewport docks (lef!) . Be low, 
Ihey unlofld (ires from a truck bed at the yard. Bulk 
characterizes even the chains at the world's largest 
salvage ya rd (bollom). 
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Your 
Right to Write 

Reprinted from Army Digest (Feb. 1968), the official 
magazine of the United States Army. 
SMlING. 1969 

By SFC Carl Martin 
UpTight Mon(Jging Editor 

Editor's Note: Uaited Stales Anny Vietnam and 
subordinate lIIIifs last year _red aboat 10,000 
White House, Congressional IBId J)epan-t of the 
Army "aeries. Supplying accurate iaformatioo '" 
these "ueries coosomed couadess boors of researdt 
III1d preparati..... Many of Ihose hours were wasted. 
More oftea dian Dot JIll indhidual am obtain iDf_ 
tioo or a solution to !lis problem du'oagh !lis IJIlit rather 

dian writing to someone in WashintlfoD. And, he 
can obtain ..... t he WIIIlis more "Biddy. There are, 
however, siloatiOllS that warrant cootaeting yom rep­
resentative in govemmeot OIl an agent)' at DA. These 
sitDatioos should he dealt with accordiagly in a 
mature mllllller. But, if yo. want a fast _r to 
a problem your local Bait is often the best SOUl'l!e of 
intarmatiOit. 

Next time you lick the flap of an envelope to send a 
letter home, ponder the postal problems of the De­
partment of the Army. 

Letters? Correspondence? The DA gelS its share. 
About 4.2 million pieces of mail a month is the cUr· 
rent average. 

The majority is official mail that deals with Army 
business from units and individuals in the field. Snme 
are not strictly official, nor can they he categorized as 
unofficial. They may he informal letters that require 
an official reply from a DA stalE agency. Nearly a.11 of 
these "unoflidal-officia]" letters are from men who are 
seeking answers to personal problems or information 
about policy at their unit. 

The DA experts who prepare replies to this type 
mail agree that a so1dier is entitled to an answer to a 
question or help with a personal problem. They also 
agree that solutions to most men's problems can he 
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found at the individual's unit or local command. 
Indeed, the local level is often the place where DA ex· 
perts themselves must go to lind the answer. 

DA officials describe a typical situation like this: 
PVT Doe of Company X feels he has a problem. It 
might be real or imagined. In either event he wants 
advice on how to solve his problem. Instead of rheck· 
ing at the local command, he takes the path so well 

worn by soldiers over the years-he writes his Con· 
gressman. It's a soldier's right to communicate with 
his elected government representative~ as most men are 
aware. What they don't realize is that very few indio 
vidnals-whether civilian employees, government offi· 
dals or others-are familiar enough with the nut .... nd· 
bolts of a military establishment to answer specilic 
questions on its operation. 

PVT Doe writes, "Why doesn't the Army issue rain­
coats to the troops in Vietnam?" The question implies 
that the Army does not provide gear for protection 
against wet weather. The Congressman has no answer 
to "why" but he knows that the Army should supply 
protedi"e clothing for its troops. There is only one 
place to go for an accurate answer-the Department of 

the Army. 
DA experts can readily explain that protective doth· 

ing and gear is issued to all Army members and is of 
the best design to help troops do their job. But DA 
must go a step further. DA must lind out why PVT 
Doe doesn't have a raincoat. Is Doe authorized a rain· 
co. If Or should he have a ponrho? The answer to 
these questions must come from Doe's own unit. where 
he could have had the answer murh more quickly in 
the lirst place. 

Answering Inquiries. When a Congressional in· 
quiry to DA is based on a soldier's complaint, the case 
is researched to determine if the complaint is valid 
and an appropriate reply is made to the Congress­
man's office. He in tum forwards the information to 
his constituent. The same procedure applies to all in· 
quiries received from government officials-unless the 
letter is addressed to the President. 

Soldier correspondence addressed to the President is 
referred to the DA sial( agency concerned with the 
subject of the letter. A reply is developed in the sial( 
agency, and the chief of the activity, or his deputy, 
generally replies to the individual on behalf of the 
President. The reply is made directly to the man who 
writes the White House. 

Obviously, all letters referred to DA for reply can· 
not be answered immediately with a positive solution 
to a problem or answer to a question. If the case 
needs research and investigation, an interim reply is 
made to the soldier advising him that el(orts are being 

made to lind the information he wants. If the query 
concerns policy, a reply is made immediately using in· 
formation available at the fingertips of the DA ex­
perts. More often than not, however, letters ask spe· 
10 

cilic questions or present problems to which DA has 
no quick answer. In these situations~ DA must con­
tact the soldier's unit or organization to find the 
answer. 

If the man writes to DA asking why his supply room 
does not have a certain item for issue to the troops~ 
DA must contact the commander of the unit to lind 
out why there is a shortage of the item. In many cases, 
it is found that there is no shortage-or. if so, it is only 
temporacy. By the time a soldier writes DA; DA con· 
tacts the unit concerned; the unit replies to DA; and 
DA answers the soldier's question, the problem has 
resolved itself. 

My Eyes Don't Match. Not all questions pulto the 
Army spedalists are answered by regulations or at the 
unit level. Consider this one. "I want to join the 
Army bUI my eyes""re not the same color. One is blue 
and the other is brown. Can I join up? If not, why 
does the Army discriminale against men like me?" DA 
informed the man that the color of his eyes would not 
prevent him from enlisting in the Army. 

Then there was the young soldier who asked to be 
deferred from overseas shipment. He explained that 
he had "been married for about three years and I'm 
still not a father." His letter slated that a few monlhs 
of stateside duty would be appreciated so he and his 
wife could pursue their goal of parenlhood. DA'. 
answer-the needs of the military service come first. 

The mail queries received al DA run the gamut 
from "why wasn't I promoted to PFC?'> to "where can 
I buy a surplus Army tank?" All are answered. And 
they are answered personally by the experts. 

DA officials determine what agency must prepare a 
reply. Often local commands or units are requested 
to provide the information. 

Murh of DCSLOC's (Deputy Chief of Staff, Logi __ 
tics) mail follows this line: "Where are my household 
goods? I have been at my new duty station for 45 days 
now, and I'm still waiting. What happened?" The 
request for assistance is passed on to the appropriate 

office and the individual is advised that a tracer has 
been sent out to find his belongings. Transportation 
experts say the same thing can be accomplished by 
the soldier at his new dUly station. And it can be 
done faster. 

No Boots. Many letlers channeled to DC--SLOG 
pose questions about supply. They ask about every· 
thing from "why don't we have more typewriter rib­
bons?" to "my outfit needs more 2tton trucks. Why 
don't we have themr~ One young man wrote, "1 have 
just been drafted. I've been in the Army for almost 
two weeks and still have no boots or shoes. With all 
the money the government spends on eqnipment, why 
doesn't the Army have enough boots lor issue to re­
cruits?" DCSLOC checked into the man's problem 
and found that boots and sboes were being ordered for 
the soldier. He had failed to mention that his size 
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was 18EEE. Since footgear of this size is not regularly 
stocked in the Anny's normal inventory, it is placed on 
a high.priority requisition when needed. It takes 
several weeks before the item can be issued to the man 
needing the equipment. 

Another agency that gets a considerable amOunt of 
mail is the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Per­
sonnel (DCSPER). The lion's share of mail received 
by DesPER from men in the field falls in to three cate· 
gories-promotiolls. assignments, and separations. 

Letters concerning promotions usually deal with 
specific situations rather than policy. Typical is the 
man who writes: "I am a clerk-typist and appeared 
before the promotion board in nly unit. I came out 
on top of the recommended promotion list among my 
contemporaries, but I didn't get the stripe. Why?" 
Experts at DesPER have no way of knowing why an 
individual in a unit in the field is, or is not, promoted. 
They must.go back to the man's unit for an answer. 
More often than not, DesPER finds that the man 
did not describe his situation accurately and could 
have readily obtained the answer had he asked his 
commander. 

:l\fen requesting special assignments upon return 
from overseas, present a problem when writing to 
DCSPER. rvlost men seem unaware that, whenever 
possible and as a matter of routine. assignments are 
made to the area of preference the man indicated long 

before his date for rotation to the States. Extra efIoTt 
is made to place Vietnam returnees in the Anny area 
they choose. 

Usually, a letter to DA asking for a specific assign· 
ment area will result in little more than an explana~ 
tion of the Army's assignment policy and personnel 
placement system. If the request is made because of 
compassionate reasons. research is done to determine 
if the man's problems ".catrant a compassionate reas­
signment. Rarely can DesPER do anything .bout a 
compassionate reassignment that cannot be done at 
the local le\'el and through proper channels. 

Whether the mail goes to TAGO (The Adjutant 
General). DesPER, DCSLOG. or any of the other 
numerous DA staff ag'endes for reply, it deserves and 
gets a prompt answer. A colonel, whose office processes 
thousands of inquiries a week, put it this way: "We 
are in the business of providing a service for the men 
in the field when they have no other place to go for 
advice or help. "'Then a man does all he can at the 
local level to solve his problems, and cannot get re­
sults, it is satisfying if we can be of ser,:ice to him. 
We go to the soun:e of the problem and establish the 
level of responsibility for corrective action. The trou~ 
hIe is," he went on. "most of the letter writers seem to 
ha"e forgotten one of the first things they learned in 
the Army." 

He was referring. of course, to the necessity for fol­
lowing established channels in the chain of command. 
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For You! 
VA Benefits 

Two """",I "61 Bills" and their sub­
seq_I re>isions, bave extended a wide 
range of henefib! to veterans of millbuy 
service after lanuary 31, 1955. These 
"Vietnam Era GI Bills" extend DIlIDY 
b ... efib! for Ihe first time 10 soldiers OIl 

active dnty. 
• Educational Assistance. For !!am 

monlh a semcemllD spends on active 
duty, the Veterans' Administration will 
pro>ide ~sIlmce for 1 ~ months of 
schooUng or vocatiOilal training, up to a 
maximum of 48 months. Paymetlfli 
range from $130 a monlh IIDd np (for 
foil-time study). Paymeofli for part-time 
study are also available. 

• High SdJooI Tralolug. Ymaucial 
assistance for high school traiDing, in­
dlldiDg refresb.., courses, is pro>ided in 
additioo 10 Ihe regular educational en­
tidement, in OMer to qualify velerans for 
admission to an approved institution of 
higher Ieaming. 

• Loan IIDd Loan Guaranty Benefifli. 
The VA will guarantee 10IIII5 _de by 
a veteran from a private lending institu­
tion to pmdJase, alter, repair or Improve 
homes; 10 purdmse f8l1llS, farm real 
estate or equipment; or 10 Improve, alter 
or repair fannhouses or other farm build­
ings. Under certain cil'C1lJllSlances Ihe 
V A is authorized 10 make dlreet loans 
for Ihese purposes. 

• Disability Compensation. The VA 
pays eompensation Ie veterans who are 
disabled by injury or disease while 011 

active duty IIDd in Une of duty. The 
montiy paymenu, depending on Ihe 
e_t of Ihe disability, _y nm as high 
as $400. In special cases, the payments 
may be extended as high lIS $950 per 
moolh. 

• Medical and Dental Care. The VA 
pro>ides hospital or outpatient care for 
"eterans wilh semce-c!ollDected medical 
conditions. Dental care is pro>ided 10 
coned conditions whim are service­
conneded or whim existed, bot were 
not corrected while Ihe veteran was 011 

active duty. 
• Civil Service Prefereru:e. Veterans 

..,.,mve additional points on Ihe Civil 
Service exmuinations, which are Ihe basis 
for awarding federal employmenL And, 
when a veteran IIDd a nOlI-veteran have 
equal scores OIl an examination, the 
veteran is given preference. 

'1bese are just some of Ihe many 
benefits available to veterans of service 
in Ihe VIetnam era. Complete delalls 
may be obtained by writing any Veterans' 
Administratinn oftice. In addition, all 
servicem... receive a personal inlemew 
wilh a VA representative as part of Iheir 
ETS processing. 



A Clean Sweep 

A bottle of salt tablets, a towel 
draped around the neck and a half 
dozen canteens of water help the 
infantryman combat the over~bear­
tog heat of the countryside during 
[he dry season. But it's not just 
the sun or the dust that may get 
him down. 

The men of the 3rd Brigade, 
82nd Airborne Division were grous­
ing as they moved across the 
parched terrain toward the area 
they were to check ou t. ., Last night 
we set up an ambush, stayed in 
position all night and nothing hap­
pened." the squad leader, Sergeant 
Kenneth Gratia, muttered to him­
self. "Then as soon as we get back 
to camp Charlie statts moving 
around out there." TIle other men 
in the squad were thinking the 
same thing. 

It had all statted earlier in the 
morning when the squad was called 
in for a briefing by First Lieutenant 
John Kane, their platoon leader, 
who told them what had been re· 
ported after they had returned 
from their fruit1ess ambush. The 
radar had detected human move­
ment, aud there were no "friend~ 
lies" in the area. 

"Take your squad out. sergeant, 
and sweep the area," the lieutenant 
said. "See just what's going on 
out there. l\-faybe Charlie was just 
passing through. He might have 
been probing the base camp peri~ 
meter, or he might have been hid­
ing something for future opera­
tions. I want the answers." 

Thus another daily sweep was in 
progress. Sergeant Grada warned 
his men for the hundredth time to 
be especially watchfull for any in­
dications of mines or booby traps. 
~fetalHc minesweepers were se~ 

I~ 

By SFC Wilfred Gilleau 
82nd Abn Bde 10 

lected for the operation because of 
their sensitivity and ability to dis­
regard routine foreign matter. 
TNT, fuses and C-4 explosive-the 
required material for blowing 
mines and booby traps in place­
were safely tucked away in the 
squad leader's rucksack, 

The men knew this trail back~ 
wards, fonvard and sideways. They 
could have moved along the path 
in their sleep. Yet each had his 
eyes wide open, watching for any 
sign of enemy activity in the area 
since the last patroL 

Suddenly. without warning the 
point man, Speciali,t 4 Larry Ca­
rulIa, gave the signal: "Freeze!" 
Something by the trail just didn't 
look right, something that hadn't 
been there when he passed through 
yesterday. 

Cautiously moving fonvard~ Spe­
cialist Carulla spied a fine trip-wire 
stretched taut across the path. 
Sergeant Grada moved up to check 
it out. 

Carefully inspecting the wire 
without touching it, he traced it 
to its source: a well-disguised de­
pression in the ground. 'Vilh 
Hank security provided, he gently 
began probing the ground with his 
bayonet. Soon he struck a metal 
object, As he deftly removed the 
dirt and small bushes, the fins of 
an 82 mm mortar shell {'arne into 
view. 

Rather than attempt to disarm 
the hoobytrapped shell, he decided 
to blow it in place. Quickly, but 
with expertise gained from similar 
si tuations~ he applied a sma]} 
charge of TNT to the enemy 
round. 

The men found cover a safe 
distance away. The sergeant deto-

nated the charge, all that remained 
of the once deadly ttap was a 
smoldering crater. Rubber treeS 
nearby were bleeding from hits by 
Hying shrapnel. The men were 
glad the point main had stayed 
alert; otherwise they may have 
been doing the bleeding. 

The infantrymen went back on 
the trail and continued the sweep. 
The mine sweeping team was ro­
tated to give the first operators a 
rest from the steady hum of the 
mine detectors. The hum varies 
in freq ueney when metal is de­
tected. but prolonged exposure re~ 
uuces a man's sensitivity to sound 
changes. 

further down the trail the sold· 
iers noticed some footprints that 
had not been made by American 
combat boots. Broken foliage also 
indicated that the trail had been 
traversed by ,everal people, 

As the men crossed a road on 
their way back to camp, S:peciaHst 
4 George Koehler's mine sweeper 
"'ent wild. The road looked inno­
cent enough, bu t as Specialist 
Koehler pinpointed the spot and 
began probing with his bayonet, he 
uncovered a 20-pound land mine. 
'Vith security posted, he and Spe­
cialist 4 Donald Woosley attached 
a grenade and blew it in place. 

After returning to camp the men 
mopped their brows and reported 
their findings to the platoon leader. 
They had done their work well, 
having foiled two o( Charlie's 
death·dealing traps for the unwary. 
Sergeant Grada reflected that it 
might he awhile before he com­
plained again of lack of excite· 
ment. The other men were think· 
ing the same thing. ... 
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Soldiers with met al detectors uncovu a land mine al 1he 
side of a road ( to p) . Infantrymen walk in a column during 
a sweep (lefl ) . Soldier kn eels for a closer look at the 
underbrush (above). 
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THE 

GUNS 

By MAJ David L. Stanley 
UpTight Edilor.ln·ChLe! 

Pho tos by MAJ Donald Blake 
USARV.IO Fi1010 Chief 

YOU kno\\' th.e blasted thing is going to go off. You 
knm~' \.\-" hen. In spite o[ thaL. \\'hen it does, you 
bounce. So does the earth around "yOLI. CAR 

... RUi'vIP! The sOllnd pierces from car to car ~ 
Another 174 to 200 pounds of high explosiyc i:, on 

the way to disrupt Charlie's day . . or night. The dU:-'l 
s~[lles for 20 yard s around the 175 mm gun-or an 
8-inch howitzer- and the gunbunnies hustle up the 
n eXt round for firing. 

For sheer, brUle firepower, there's no weapon quite 

Belching fl ame and smoke, a 175 mm gun sends a round on 
the way. Big gun firing is controlled by computer- called 
FADAC- in [he fire d irection cont ro l center ( inset). 
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like the Army's 175 mm guns or 8-inch howitzers. Fir­
ing· their biggest charge-three bags of ~owder standing 
nearly as tall as a man-the gunner will "ya nk the lan­
yard from 50-feet away from the wcapon. The 175 
sends a round almost 30 miles out to hit J. target. 

Explained Capta in Jesse l\fan.ano, "The J 75 has the 
range, hut for accuracy, the 8-incher is the greatest. 
\¥e don ' t know why its so good, blu it will put round 
after round into practically the same hole if need be. " 
Veteran artillerymen are also at a loss to explain why 
the weapon should be so accurate, 

The lean, intense captain, a veteran of 26-months in 
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An eight inch howitzer is loaded by Corporal Roy MeltoD's 
crew, Battery C, 71h Baltalion , 8th Artillery-the Auto· 
malic Eighth. 

Vietnam, commands Bal.tery C, 7th Battalion, 8th 
Artillery. "It is so good," he continued, "that in one 
('ase when we had LO help alit some friendlies tha t were 
about to be OVelTun by the Viet Cong, we were able to 
fire within 40-yards of the defensive bunkers in which 
th e <lilies wer~ protected. Charlie never got to th e 
bunkers. " 

The baltery of the "Automa tic Eighth" is just one 
of several composite gun units, able in a matter of a 
coup le of hours to conven from an all 175 mm con· 
figuration to all 8-inch howitzers-or any combination 
in between. 

UPTIGHT 

"This helps us confuse Charlie," Captain IHa rsano 
explained. "We're pretty mobile-in fact we were 
trave ling 80 miles a day for a while. But we might 
travel with our self-propeUed units config"ured as 8 
inchers. Charlie knows the range to the mi,hmeter, so 
h e may stay just out of 8 inch range. But we change 
to 175 mm tubes after arriving out our destination. 
Then we can hit him easily when he least sllspects." 

The big guns have been slugging it out with North 
Vietnamese artillery and Viet Cong rockets ror some 
time, The guns move often, when they need to, 
Charl ie battery has been moved from the Delta to 
SPRING. 1969 

Bear Cat to Bien Hoa within a matter of weeks. Other 
units, such as Charlie battery, 5th Battalion, 22nd 
Artillery, moved £rom Dak To to Kontum to a firebase 
near the Cambodian border in a few months, 

Corporal Roy I\'le lton, a crew chief in Captain 
Marsano's outfit, typifi ed the pride in his unit. "\Ne 
can get our gun ready to fire in well under a minute, 
once we know there's a mission. But because of firing 
restrictions, we might not be able to go as soon as 
we're read y.'· 

Those restrictions? A friendly "spooky" gunship 
Aying in an area which may be ha zardous if the guns 
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The su n \ eh. bu t lhe gun crews continue their \\()fk of .., h ~ll-. i n f: up Ch.Jflie. 

spoke. 5a[ety res tric tions, to ~ee that friendly [oree." 
are clear or a n area in wh ich the big g un s' shells will 
impacl. 

"The key word is safety," says Captain :vrarsano. 
" This outfit h a~ fired 55,OUO rounds wi thout an inci­
dent, a nd it is simply because we adhere to strict sa (et}' 
sla nda l-d ~ . " 

In forma tion fed from th e Fire Direc tion Ce nter to 
the gu ns is provided by one se t o r personnel, repea ted 
back by others, thus in suring coordina tes are clearl y 
understood, and that no one man makes an erro r. 
Even the FADAC-the computer tha t provides [an · 
tastically accurate firin g data-is double checked, as 
men manually plot firin g missions. (See "Le t FADAC 
Do It!'', UpTight, Autumn 1968 .) 

"Every lillle thing has a bearing on sa fety. Ear 
plugs are nice, for example," said the banery com­
mander. "Hut ou r gunners don ' t wear them when 
workillg the guns. T he plugs are a hazard to hearing 
,-:ital in st ruct ions. \Vhen the gun is going to fire the 
gunbl.l nni e.s cover their ears instead." 

Gl.In b unnies are the canoneers. 
There 's a lot of talk between gun crews about who's 
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doing the better work ... so much, that in many gun 
unilll the compe ti tion is played down . Such is the (a~c 
in Charlie battery. 

"Su re competition is good, but it might no t be s.,re, 
and therein is the problem ," C'lptain Ma rsa no ex­
plained . " That little ex tra effort to ge t more speed 
might ma ke that numeral 7 into a 9-and that spells 
wrong target. Or sho rt cu ts in preparing powder 
ch<Hges ca n ca use problems. So safety is our big 
' thin1-{ ." 

The g unners look a t it a no ther way, too. 
"''''e're pan of team, and we ca n work toge ther till 

we' re doin ' it just right ," sa id one or Corporal Melton 's 
crew. "The worst thing th a t ca n happen is one o( us 
being moved to another ba ttery or smaller gun s, but its 
just abou t as bad to have to switch gun crews or pla­
toon s. But working wi th th e gu ys you know helps you 
realize the need ror doing things right." 

Its just another way o r bei ng sa le. 
And so, the big guns spea k out regularly- on intelli· 

gence firi ng missions, or on time-an-target fi rings. But 
when they spe ak, it is with authori ty: CAR . .. RUMP ) 

"Shotl" hollers the gun ner. The hust le to put ou t 
the next round begins. ... 
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Explosive Ordnance Disposal Badge 
The Explosive Ordnance DisJiosal (EOD) Speci.lisl Barlge is 01 ard· 

ed to those officer ", warrant officers and enlistt,£1 per (lnm·1 who have 
succe.sf ully completed the prescriued La ie EOD CUurSI' uf in I ruclion 
and who are assign d to EOO dut The Explu i,-e OrduuJl ct! Dis­
posal Supervisor Badge is awarded to olficers , warraJil officers and 
non-cummissioned officers in gratle E·6 and ~b()ve wJw hale 18 munths 
cumul ative erv ice in an EO!) IIJ)f'rvisory po ItlOn . Noncommi s iorlf"r1 
oUi ers mu t have been rated excel I Ilt in character an d efficiency when 
recommended for th award. (Provisions or AR 672-5 -1 apply.) 

DCPlOSlvt OIONANC£ Dts.POSAI, 8AOGE 
(SuptIMSOR) 

exPlOSIVE DRDNANCE DISPOSAL BADGE 
(SPECIALIST) 



Major Unit Locations 

Is. Bde, 5.h InC Diy (Mechanized) • ---------~~~: 
10151 Abn Diy (Airmobile) "-===========3~~=-

XXIV Corps~-

Americal Div " -173rd Abn Bde a 
4.h Inr Diy + 

I Field Force , -5.h Special Forces Gp • 

18th Engineer Bde ~ 
Is. Inr Div' 

1st Air Cay Div (Airmobile)' 

25.h Inr Diy , -3rd Bde, 82nd Abn Diy II 
9.h Inr Diy 0 

IV CORPS 
~ 

Dong Tam 

• Can Tho 

I 
\ 
\ 

1 , 

-, 
\ 

• \ Due Pho , . 
Konlum 

• 
..... _--

An Khc 

• • P Qnl Nhon 

II CORPS 

Nlui 

\_--
1 

ask Force South 

• US Army, Vietnam 

© Is. Logis.ical Command 

, Is. Signal Bde 

, 1st Aviation Bde 

, II Field Force 

~, 44.h Medical Bde 

, 18.h Mili.ary Police Bde 

I 199.h Light InC Bde 

, 11th Armored Cay Reg • 

• 20.h Engineer Bde 



Battle Report- a quarterly summary of major unit actions 

The thunder of rockets and mortars shattered the 
final hours of a Communist ceasefire period toward the 
end of February, marking the first broad enemy offen­
sive of the new year. 

More than 100 cities and military facilities in South 
Vietnam came under Communist attack but American 
forces quickly repelled and routed the attackers, in­
flicting heavy enemy casualties. 

One major attack was mounted against Long Binh 
Post, where elements 01 the II th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment, the 720th Military Police Battalion, the 
199th Light Inlantry Brigade and post personnel killed 
131 enemy soldiers. Attacks on 25th Infantry Division 
camps and fire support bases resulted in 309 enemy 
dead, while Americal Division soldiers killed 160 in 
one day's fighting. The 9th Inlantry Division killed 
109 on the same day. 

The new year had got off on a hopelul note with the 
release of three American soldiers captured during 
1968 by the Viet Cong and the escape the day before 01 
Special Forces Major James Rowe, a VC captive since 
1963. 

Specialist 4 Thomas N. Jones, Specialist 4 James W. 
Brigham and Private First Class Donald Smith were 
handed over to a II Field Force, Vietnam team near 
Tay Ninh City on New Year's Day. Specialist Brigham 
died later in the month when Walter Reed Anny Hos­
pital doctors were unable to cure him of complications 
from VC surgery for a head wound. 

Some of the largest caches of the war were uncovered 
during December, January and February and sharp 
fighting resulted as American units sought to stamp 
out enemy efforts to mount holiday offensives, particu­
larly a repeat of last year's Tet offensive. The largest 
single rice cache of the war-320 tons-was discovered 
and subsequently destroyed by 25th Division elements 
in Tay Ninh Province near the Cambodian border. 

I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE 

Americal Division units saw a number of sharp en­
gagements, including a pre-Christmas fight six miles 
southeast 01 An Hoa. The inlantrymen killed 103 
NVA and VC. Late in January, division elements set 
up a cordon about seven miles northwest of Quang 
Ngai City, killing 46 NVA soldiers in one day's 
fighting. 

During the quarter~ Americal soldiers participated 
in a number of successful operations. Operation 
Fayette Canyon, begun Dec. 15, approximately 25 
miles northwest of Tam Ky, resulted in 322 enemy 
deaths against only two U.S. latalities by mid·Febru· 
ary. In Operation Hardin Falls, which began on Dec. 
2, the mid·February figures showed 70 enemy dead and 
17 suspects detained con trasting to only one U.S. 
soldier killed. 

Operation Russell Beach, an effort by Americal ele­
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ments, ARVN troops and U.S. Marines, began Jan. 13 
and ended Feb. 10, with 139 enemy killed in a cordon 
on the Batangan Peninsula. Operation Vernon Lake 
II, begun Nov. 2 west·southwest of Quang Ngai City, 
had resulted in 385 enemy killed and 143 suspects de­
tained as compared with 23 U.S. soldiers killed. 

Americal soldiers also uncovered a number of large 
munitions and food. caches during the quarter and 
toward the end of December discovered and destroyed 
more than 350 enemy bunkers northwest of Tam Ky in 
one day. 

Just before Christmas, elements of the division de­
stroyed a l20-hut base camp consisting of a blacksmith 
shop, classrooms and a hospital ward. 

The IOlst Airborne Division (Airmobile) met gen· 
erally light and scattered fighting throughout their 
area of operations during the quarter. In December, a 
combined cordon operation in the area east of Hue 
was initiated by the Screaming Eagles and soldiers 
from the ARVN 1st Inlantry Division. By late in the 
month, 48 enemy had been killed and 48 suspects de· 
tained in the move to route members of the Viet Cong 
infrastructure. 

Operation Nevada Eagle continued during the quar­
ter, resulting in more than 3,000 enemy killed by the 
end 01 February. 

Red Devils 01 the 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division 
(Mechanized) also encountered generally light and 
scattered fighting as they maintained a seal along the 
northern corps area. 

II CORPS TACTICAL ZONE 

Paratroopers 01 the 173rd Airborne Brigade ended 
three operations along South Vietnam's north central 
coast that accounted lor nearly 2,000 VC and NVA 
deaths. These were Operations Walker, Bolling/Dan 
Hoa and Cochise Green. 

Cochise Green. centered in Binh Dinh Province, 

began March 31, 1968 and in 10 months the para· 
troopers killed 929 enemy soldiers, detained 2,062 sus­
pects and confiscated 122.1 tons 01 rice. Bolling, in 
the coastal mountains west of Tuy Hoa, began in late 
October, 1967, and resulted in 715 enemy killed and 
2.498 suspects detained. Walker, around An Khe, left 
272 enemy killed and 269 suspects detained as brigade 
lorces supplied security lor Highway QL 19 between 
Qui Nhon and the Central Highlands. 

Ivymen of the 4th Infantry Division continued to 
keep the enemy off balance in light and scattered 
action during the quarter. 

The infantrymen also turned up a number of food 
and munitions caches, principally in the areas around 
Dak To, Duc Pho and on the Dak Payou River. 

In the continuing search for the enemy, several cor­
don operations were conducted by the division ele· 
ments. In one day's action, 74 suspects were detained 
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and 24 Hoi Chanhs received. 

III CORPS TACTICAL ZONE 

Striking hard and o[tel1, Skyo'oopers of the 1st 
Cavalry Division (Airmobile) made their III Corps 
area of operations a hot-spot for Chadie during the 
qnarrer. The infantrymen scored impressive kill totals, 
capped hy one of the largest munitions cache discov­
eries in the war. And, after robbing the enemy of his 
munition s, they turned around and took his food from 
him-in huge quantities. 

Division elements were credited with finding one of 
the largest muni.tions caches of the war when they dis­
co\'ered a 30-ton cache in a bunker complex 14 miles 
southwest of Katum in the third week of January. 

A little more than a week later, a sweep by other 
elements 12 miles northeast of Tay Ninh resulted in 
the discovery of 50.7 tons of rice one day and another 
18.5 tons the following day. By the third day, the 
division's combined rice haul exceeded 100 tons. Not 
stopping there, division elements swooped down a 
week later and captured mOre than 80 tons of rice 
about] 5 miles north of Tay Ninh. 

''''hile causi ng a ration shortage in the enemy ranks, 
Skyt.-oopers also were cutting down on the number of 
enemy who would otherwise be answering mess ca ll . 
Repeated 'harp fighting ran lip the enemy death toll. 
Three days of hard, post-Christmas battling began 
when the crew of a light observation helicopter spotted 
about 60 NVA soldiers in what appeared [0 be an out· 
door classroom. School ended eady and perman ently 
for 31 NVA soldie rs, along with 10 other "scholars" 

kiHed by Cobra gunship crev,'s in the action 12 miles 
east of Katum. 

Another 41 NVA soldiers were killed in a 4thour 

battle six miles northwest of An Loc when they fought 
with an element of the 1st Infantry Divi sion under the 
operational control of the 1st Cavalry Division. The 
next day, 59 enemy were killed in action against ele­
ments of the cavalry 22 miles southwest of Phuoc Vinh. 

Tropic Lightning soldiers of the 25th Infantry Divi· 
sion saw heavy fighting dur;ng the quarter, with wme 
of their sharpest con tact s during the week before 
Christmas. 

Just three days before Christmas, 103 NVA regulars 
were kiJIed when they tried (0 overrun a patrol base 
about nine miles south of Tay Ninh City. After the 
battle, one officer declared that "in my 26 years of servo 
ice, )'ve never seen fighting like that. The enemy used 
every trick in the book against the patrol base." 

A few days earlier, NVA soldlers attempted to am­
bush a U .S. truck convoy moving from the division's 
3rd Brigade base camp at Dau Tieng. The enemy hi t 
the 5().trllck (;onvoy four miles south of the camp but 
the ambllsh was broken and 73 NVA were killed . Still 
in the week before Christmas, a 7t-hour battle three 
miles northwest of Cu Chi resulted in 30 enemy sol­
diers killed . 

Tropic Lightning soldiers plowed through a long· 
time enemy stronghold nine miles northeast of Go Dau 
H a during the third week in January, killing 54 enemy 
soldiers in two days. 

Divisi on elements during the quarter also gra bbed a 
number of large munitions and food caches. including 
a sizeable cache 11 miles northeast of Go Dau Ha and 
a reg imental-size enemy base camp with heavily rein­
forced bunkers three miles northwest of Dau Tieng. 

And then there was the cache that contained 100 
loaves of bread, three sandbags 01 rice, 20 cans 01 fi sh, 
two packages of pastry, five bundles of rice paper, a 
bag of mixed candies, a bag of mixed nuts, two cucum-

lnfanlrymen walk through dense vegetalion (above) . Rinemen assault 
hom helicopter (right). 
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bers, five bags of fish , VC and civilian clothing and one 
unplucked chicken . 

Action [or the Big Red One soldiers of the 1st In­
fantry Division was characterized by small, sharp scat­
tered actions throughout the division 's area of opera­
tions. The infantrymen pounced on a number of 
enemy bunker complexes and uncovered several caches 
during the qu arter. 

The qu arter opened with fierce fighting when an 
estimated enemy battalion tried to overrun a division 
elemen t's night defensive position seven miles west­
sOllthwest of Ben Cat. 

The 2t-hour battle, which began shortly after 3 a.m., 
resulted in 44 NVA regulars killed and the attack 
repelled . 

Infantrymen and trooper> of the 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment, under the operational control of 
the 1st Inrantry Division. continued to ferret out the 
enemy, and in mid-J anuary it was reported that ele­
ments of the cavalry, in conjunction with Vietnamese 
units, confirmed that 27 persons detained in a \'illage 
seal operation [our miles southeast of Lai Khe were 
member> of the VC political and military structure. 

In mid-December, the infantrymen announced that 
they had inaugurated a special series of operations 
near Di An to keep rice in the hands of the Vietnam­
ese fanners who raised it- and away from the Viet 
Congo 

Toward the end o( January and again in the second 
week of February, the infantrymen smashed large 
enemy base camps around Lai Khe. 

Redcatchers o( the 199th Light Infa ntry Brigade 
kept pressure on the enemy during the quarter, con­
ducting a number of cordon operations around Saigon_ 

During the first week o( February, Redca tchers 
teamed up wilh AR VN rangers, Regional Force com-
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panies and National Police units to seal off a 9,000-
square-meter area eight miles south of the capital. The 
cor<:!on was designed to identify and apprehend the 
VC infrastructure and was one of the largest combin ed 
cordons ever undertaken by the brigade. 

In an earlier cordon , Redcatchers and elements of 
the 9th Infantry Division killed 42 enemy and cap­
tured numerous weapons and munitions nine miles 
north of Tan An over a three-day period. 

Operating south and southwest of Saigon. brigade 
infantrymen turned up nUTIleroUS caches during the 
quarter and destroyed a number of enemy bunkers and 
base camps. 

Troopers of the 3rd Brigade, 82nd Airborne Divi­
sion during the quarter continued opera tion s around 
Saigon, sinking a quantity of sampans and discovering 
munitions and food caches. along with several bunker 
complexes. 

IV CORPS TACTICAL ZONE 

Old Reliables of the 9th Infantry Division continued 
to inflict hea\'y casualties among the Viet Cong in the 
Mekong Delta during the quarter and also uncovered 
numerous food and anns caches. 

January proved to be a month of tough fighting for 
the infantrymen and supporting gunships. Ending the 
first week of the month, elements of the division, 'who 
were air-assaulted into an area of VC concentration 
nine miles southeast of Cao Lanh, hit an enemy ba se 
camp. The two-day operation resulted in 54 enemy 
killed. 

The Plain of Reeds proved a good hunting ground 
for the division on several occasions. In the last week 
of January, infantrymen teamed up with artillerymen 
and gunship crews to kill 78 enemy in fighting cen· 
tered nine miles northwest of Tan An. One element 
of the division killed 25 enemy in a night-long fight 
that began immediately after their insert.ion into the 
area. Less than a week later, other elements hit the 
enemy 10 miles north of Tan An. killing 50 in two 
da ys of fighting_ 

Near the end February, infantrymen discovered a 
large munitions cache along the Bobo Canal in the 
Plain of Reeds, seven miles west: of Ben Luc. Part of 
the cache was hidden in the canal and the rest on neaT­
by grassland. "It took the whole platoon to carry it," 
reported one infantryman. 

Another large munitions cache was found 12 miles 
northwest of Tan An on the Plain of Reeds by ele­
ments of lhe division, while early in December still 
another large munitions cache had been uncovered 1'1 
miles northwest of Tan An. 

Gunship crews of the 1st Aviation Brigade operating 
in the .Mekong Delta got their share of enemy kills 
during the quarter as they flew in support of the 9th 
Division and ARVN troops. The gunship crews killed 
37 enemy one day while supporting ARVN infantry in 
a baule nine miles west of Cai Cai in mid-February. In 

' January, the total enemy kills for one day of opera-
Lions was 110 VC dead, while another day's work in 
December resulted in 91 enemy structures destroyed ....... 
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CLERKS ON THE 
PERIMETER! 

By SP5 f'eJor C. Bedard 




