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em 8!11MW't Infonnatioo; 

Refno; 1523 

Service; N 

ctry; VS 

Nama; GRAF, JOHN GEORGE 

LossRank; 04 

prome.; CUll LONG 

OIIIcopeCMe; N PrloriIyC.I .. : Y 

NIwmive; 

!dale: 11/15169 

FateDelerminod; Y 

SlaIUS; XX 

On 15 NowImber 1969, CPT Robert Whle, plot, and LCDR John Gral, _I obseMr, WMe flying an Army OV·l C 
IRI8II 011 a daly vIst.aI racon' "1ca ITUaion 01 !he IWd coaslal zone "SOUIh Vlalnam. Durtng lIIe light CPT 
WIdII'lI aia'afI was apparenlly hi by enemy ground lire, and was seen " 8 sleep dhe IraIlng black smoke. CPT WIlke 
and LCOR Gref ejected from thei ai'cnllt and landed in Ihe Wcinfty 01 XR735889, They _. SUfIOUnded and ' 
inn.ldlebol, caplured. Accotdlog \0 CPT WIlle's debrief In 1973 allar release by Ihe Viotnamese, lIIey were moved 11 
allOlllherly dhdiOll patllleI \0 ,lIIe be.ch. On 18 November Ihey arrived aI Cemp Alpha, COOfd" .... unImown, On 8 
January 1970, baCh CPT White and LCOR Gr.'_e moiled 10 Camp Bravo, coordinates unknown, and remained 
lIIare unII LCOR Gral's escape on 26 or 27 January 1970. LCOR Gralwas never seen again by CPT WIlke, and 
neIhet he nor his remains were recovered. 

U.§I Immment Informationj 

w.nImtUvesIght ; Y SpeclalReporting : N 

w.1I",.CruhGraYe : y W ...... MediaRpls : N 

DotIagRpIs : N PoslWarlh4ioRpls ; N 

UlICOrNIIIIHRpCs ; N SignllUsglalo ; Y 

R ..... RepoItIIcIPrlor : N 

Nllntlve; 
The Dinh Cu HIImIet chlel rvpor1od lIIal he had !iIIed in old Long Toan Oislricland hedspoken with a VC hernlel 
guonila""" staled IhaI he personaly supervised !he burial 01 an American who had 6een louod IIoaIing " Ihe Rach 
L-.r SIc RMIr, The body had bean retrieved and budad In Ihe vki1IIy of XR639649. The grave was on 1I1e river bank 
which had __ erosion problems. A dishicI operation In 1971 r8'18aled lhallhe river had eroded about len meters 
which hadde8l/oylod!hegmeslle. RPT p..TA 14A191sl1971. RPT MACDR·n-2,Oclober8,1971 

AIDUII:8, (M82-OO9, April 1982), who r.lled to !he GVN In Juna 1971,Iokl 01 !he /uIaI ola US POWSDU1hweslol old 
Long Toan iI!he W:fnI\y 01 XR6587. The POW died by drowning during en escape atlempl The rallier also ilentilied 
Ihe pldure 01 LCOR Oral from a group of .... n phoIos. 

/100 t.'R IV comment In November 1973 documenls were caplured by GVN Ion:es from a VC courier 11 VInh Sinh 
ProW!ce which conftrm LCDR Grars eacape IIIl!mpl on !he nigh! 0114 February 1970. The doc~ Indicalad lIIat 
hIa body _ liICOrited and buried on 19 February. A IlIIIIer sliJned 8 swol'lulatemant that he was presenl 8t1he 
bu .... 01. US MaJor (lCOR) who escaped his captors. He said lhallhe body was Ioaled _111. river, buI came 
beck wlh!he currenl. The VC lIIen buried !he body wllile he waIched, The rallier poInIed out the grave slIe to the GVN 
IOICM, bullhe grave ale had been washed away ""'en III. river eroded .. banks. 

In May 1974 8 JCRC operation was conducted using live Vietnamese frogmen who _!chad III. river bottom aroond 
tha grew ale pointed out by the ra.er In Ihe preceedl1g paragraph. The ar •• arodnd Ihe sIe was searched for 200 
male .. on efthar side and 60 metem out toward Ihe comer with no success. The river curre.1s _e swift and lIIe 
boIIlIm was soft slit. The 1 .. 1Ing had been lIIalthe body mlghl nol have been IoIaIIy exposed end might not have bean 
-away. 

A source, (RP8>027, AprI1985), provided information concemilg the shootdown and subsequenl capture 0' two 
Americans in long T osn District, One indlviduallaler escaped, but was 'ound several daY" 1.1., floating in the river. 
He was burled near the bank. 
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A source, Q85-096, NQvember 1985), provided hearsay information on anAmaritan who hed been captured during the 
war and imprisoned. He ascaped, but died attempting to swim across a river. Th. source was involved in the recovery 
and reburial 01 the American's remains. 

Join! Inv ... ligatlons Intonnaljon; 

Numberoflnvestig ; 

FouncfCra.hs~e ; 

PotentlalLocations ; 

Nanativo : 

y 

N 

2.00 JTFWltness : Y 

SlgniflnloJoinllnvosl : Y 

On 4 and 5 June 1989, during the 6Ih JFA, a jcint team Investigated Case 1523 In Ouyen Hal Disbict, Cuu Long 
Province. The team inteMewed. witness who partidpatod in tile capture 01 Capt White and LCOR Goo and the 
subsequent recovery and burial of tha body 01 LCDR Gral. The witness claimed iftal in late 1969 his guellilla un~ had 
shot down an observation aircraft and captured its Iwo pilots. As a reward he was allowad to keep LCOR Grafs ID card 
an Naval Intelligence 10 card which tile witness turned over to til. joint t.am. In early 1970, saveral months aRer the 
capture, tile witness heard that one 01 the American's had ascaped. A few days later he saw a bloated body In the 
long T oan river which he recognized as LCDR Gra" He and several otllers buried the body on the bank 01 the river in 
the vicinity 01 XR640646. The bank 01 the river has eroded over the years, resulting In the washing away 01 the grave 
sle and the remains 01 the American. The t.am travelled to theiocation and ft was apparent that the river hod in fact 
eroded badly at the alleged burial site. No remains ware obtained. Howevor, 5OverallO media were recovered as well 
as a wrist walch and pock.t knife which helonged to LCDR Gral. 

On 8 March 1992, during the 16th JFA, • joint team inv .. tigated Case 1523 In Phuoc Hamlet, Long Toan Vdlage, 
Ouyen Hai Disrtict, Cuu long Provinea. None 01 the previous witnesses _elnterviewed, but three new witnesses 
were mado available. All throe v.itnesses provided firsthand testimony concerning the escape 01 LCOR Graflrom tile 
Tra Vinh POW camp in early 1970. Two 01 them elso provided firslhand inlormation concerning the death 01 LCDR 
Gral by drowning and the discovery 01 his body. One wlness provided a filsthand account 01 his burial on the noMem 
bank 01 the Long Toan River in the vicinity 01 XR841646, and led the team to the .lIeged burial sito. The burial site, 
and thus the remains, have been lost duo to tho severe erosion 01 the river. All Information received WlIs consistent 
wth the koown facls oftha <;sse and supports the conclusions 01 the previous joint Investigation. The first witness, Mr. 
Nguyen Van Tru, was the prison camp commander. H. slated that after LCDR Grafs escapa, he parsonally led the 
search defaD. The search parlyfollowed LCOR Gr.fs lraito the bank of the Long Toan Riverwhere his body was 
locate<! three days later in the water, near tho snore, caught in a vine. Mr. TN speculated tIlat LCDR Graf tried to swim 
the river and drowned duo to his weakened condition. Mr. Tru ordered three members of his unit to bury the body on 
the oppose snore, a disfanea beck from the bank and marked so that k could be easily located. He did not observe 
the burial. After the war,ln response to a government directive to locale the graves of American seMcernen, he sent 
the three men who buried the body back to retrieve I. kwas then thattha men told Mr. Tru that they hod not carried 
out his 1nsIructions. They edmilled that they had no way to get the body to the far sid6, so they buried ft on the near 
side on the bank. That area had liinea been eroded away by the rivefs currant and the remains apparenUy lost. Mr. 
Tru stated tIlat one of tile men, Mr. Trong stilliYed in the area and could verify his sIaIomen!. When Mr. Trong was 
inten.iewed by thele8m he confirmed Mr. Tru's _menl He added that the men _e afraid that 8 US patrol boat 
would see them so they wrapped the body in a plastic sheet and buried I near whar. they found it. No marter was 
placed on the grave as there was no esIlIblished procedure for preparing a record or sketcll of the site. The third 
witness, Mr. La Van Nhon, further confirmed the statements 01 Mr. Tru and slated tIlat the names mentionad as the 
men on the burial detail was correct. The team then travelled to the alleged burial sits in tha ~dnltyof XR841646. The 
exad burial site identified by Mr. Trang Is now under water 10 meters from the bank. He explained that about 40 
mellars of the bank has been eroded since tha burial. The burial spot has further been eroded 2-3 meters below its 
lavel8t the time 01 the burial. The US te.m leader agreed that the level of erosion seamed to be consistent with the 
current flow and soil condtions observed at the s~e. No remains, material evidence. or parsonaleffects were obtained 
by the team. 

Unilal.rallnlormatjon; 

Unlnfo: 

Ctryoflnlo : 

N 

NA 

ClryProvidedFilm ; NA 

CtryProvidedRemains: NA 
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Valueoftnfo : 

Narmlve: 

NA SignlllnfoUniAction : N 

There Is no unl8te",1 information in 11115 case, 

Knowledgeability information: 

s.aCtryKnowt.o •• : N 

WhlchCllyKnaw : NA 

!!orelnlo : N 

KnowtedgeNarr : 
There Is no tMdenca of SRV knowtedgeability In this case, 

Fl!!ure Pursult Information: 

FurtherPursultJust: N 

PwsueWho : NA 

ClJyForJoIntPulSu~: NA 

HowToJolntPursue: NA 

Narrative: 

Future PUISUI! DeIerr!d Information: 

WhyDelerPursu~ : NA 

HowWhereOffScope : NA 

Narrative : 

No future PursuH Inf!!!l!!!!!ion: 

WhyNoFurther : GO 

P!!vAt!emptRecov : Y 

NInaINe: 

CbyForUnIIatPillSu~: NA 

HowToUnilat : NA 

TypeO!Unllatloads : NA 

KlndOlUSPulSu~ : NA 

No further pursuit is justified, In 1971 a lormer VC guerrlla pointed out an alleged burial site 01 a US seMcemao which 
assocIaIas willi lCDR G",r. A dlsbicl operation searched the site in the W:nty 01 XR639649 and found that the river 
bank had already .roded 10 meteB from the burial site, in November 1973, capIUred VC documents detailad the 
escape ola US OMajorOand lis subseqtJentdeath by drowning, A rallier reported the burial in the vicinity 01 
XR643653, In May 1974 a JeRe ope!8tion used five frogmen 10 sean:h the alleged burial location, Onc. again th.y 
found thai th. river had seriously eroded, and despite 8 search 01200 m.ters on eiher side 01111. location and 60 
meters toward the cenfar 01 the river, no remains were lound, The conclusion was that the remains had washed away, 
Two JFA's Investigated the case and found that the burial spot has eroded and the remains ware probably washed 
away, The VC who admits to hailing buried the body took the team 10 the alleg-j burial location and the team chief 
concluded that th.level 01 erosion was consistenl willi the amounts sped1ied by tha w1iness, The remains were not 
retovefed at the time 01 loss and by .... "'1 tries through 1974 prior to the cumulative effect ollhe sever. erosion The 
remains are not recoverable as a rasuH of the gra .. location baing destroyed. 

INITJAlCOORO : A-oNO FURTHER PURSUIT 000747 



2/15196 

RECOORDl : 

RECOORD2:. 

RECOORD3: 

RECOORD4: 


