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Cage Surwnary [nformation;
Refao : 1523 Name : GRAF, JOHN GEORGE
Service : N LossRank : O4 idate : 1111549 Status ; XX

Cry: VS Province : CULILONG
OffscopeCase: N PriorityCass : Y FateDetarmined : Y

Narrative :

On 15 November 1868, CPT Robert White, piot, and LCDR .Joha Gral, tactical observer, were fiying an Army OV-1C
aircraft on 8 dally visual reconaissance mission of the thind coastal zon¢ In South Vietnam., During the fight, CPT
Whie's aircraft was apparantly hit by enemy ground fire, and was seen In & steep dive tradling black smoke. CPT White
and LCDR Graf ejected from thelr aircraft and landed in the vidinfty of XIR735689, They were surmounded and °
immediately captured. According to CPT White's debrief in 1973 afier releass by the Vietnamess, they wera moved in
a southerly direclion parallel to the beach. On 18 Novemiber they amived at Camp Alpha, coordinates unknown. On 8
January 1870, both CPT White and LCDR Gral were maved to Camp Beavo, coordinates unknown, and remained
there until LCOR Graf's escape on 26 or 27 January 1870, LCDR Graf was never seen again by CPT White, and
nekher ha nor his remains were recovered.

U.3. Government information:

WartimeLivesight : Y SpecialReporting : N
WartimeCrashGrave: Y WartimeMediaRpts ; N
DogtagRpts : N PostwariediaRpts : N
UncorrelstedRpts : N SignifUsginfe ; Y -
RemainsReportedPrior: N

Nasrrative : :

The Dinh Cu Hamiet chief reported that he had lived in old Long Toan District and had spoken with a VC hamiet
guerrilia who stated thal he personally supervised the bustal of an American who had been found floating in the Rach
Lang Sac River, The body had been retrieved and buried in te vicinity of XR539649. The grave was on the river bank
which had severe erosion problems. A district operation in 1971 revealed that the river had eroded about ten meters
which had destroyed the grave site. RPT  DaTA 14 August 1971. RPT  MACDR-72-2, October 8, 1871

A source, (M82-009, April 1682), who rallied to the GVN In June 1971, told of the burkal of a US POW southwest of old
Long Toan in the vicinilty of XRES67. The POW died by drowning during an escape attempt. The rallier also identified
the picture of LCDR Graf from a group of seven photos.

ADO MR [V comment: in Navember 1973 documents were capiured by GVN forces from a VC courier in Vinh Binh
Province which confirm LCDR Graf's escape atismpt on the night of 14 February 1870. The documaents indicated that
his body was recovered and burled on 19 February. A rallier signed a swom statement that he was presant at the
burial of a US Major (LCOR) who escaped his captors. He sald that the body was flogted down the river, but came
back with the current, The VC then burled the body while he watched. The rafier pointed out the grave site to the GYN
forces, but the grave site had been washed away when the river sroded its banks.

In May 1874 a JCRC operation was conducted using five Vietnemese frogmen who searched the river bofom around
the grave site pointed out by the rallier in the preceeding paragraph. The ares around the site was searched for 200
meters on either side and 60 meders out toward the center with no success. The river cutrents were swit and the

bottom was soft s}t The faeling had been that the body mvght nol have been totally exposed and might not have been
wathad away.

A source, (RP85-027, April 1885), provided information concerming the shootdown and subsequent capture of two
Americans in Long Toan District. One individual (ater escaped, bul was found several days later floating in the river.

He was buried near the bank.
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A source, {185-096, November 1885), providad hearsay information on an.American who had been caplured during the
war and imprisoned. He escaped, but died attempdng to swim across a river. The source was involved in the recovery
and rebunal of the American's remains.

Joint investigations Informnation;
Numberofinvestig : 2.00 JTFWitness ; Y
FoundCrashsite : Y SignifinfoJointinvest : Y

PotentialLocations : N

§
Narvative : ‘
On 4 and 5 June 1969, during the 6th JFA, a joint taam investigatad Case 1523 in Duysn Hai District, Cuu Long
Province. The team interviewed a witness who participated in the capture of Capt White and LCDR Graf and the
subsequent recovery and burial of the body of LCDR Graf. The witness claimed that in late 1969 his guerrilla unit had
shot down an cbservation aircraft and captured its two pilols. As a reward he wes allowed to keep LCOR Graf's ID card
an Naval Intelligence ID card which the witness turned over to the joint team. In early 1870, several months after the
capture, the witness heard that one of the American's had escaped. A few days later he saw a bloated body in the
Long Toan river which he recognized as LCDR Gral: He and several others buried the body on the bark of the river in
the vicinity of XR640646. The bank of the river has eroded over the years, resulting in the washing away of the grave
site and the remains of the Amaerican. The team travelled to the location and it was apparent that the river had in fact
eroded badly at the alleged burial site. No remains were obtained. However, saveral ID media were recovered as well
as a wrist watch and pocket knife which betonged to LCDR Graf.

Cn 8 March 1882, during the 16th JFA, a jaint team investigated Case 1523 in Phuoc Hamiet, Long Toan Village,
Duyen Hai Disrtict, Cuu Long Province. None of the previous witnesses were Interviewad, but three new witnesses
were made available, All three witnesses provided firsthand testimony concerning the escape of LCDR Graf from the
Tra Vinh POW camp in early 1970. Two of them also provided firsthand information concerning the death of LCDR
Graf by drowning and the discovery of his body. One witness provided a firsthand account of his burial on the northem
bank of the Long Toan River in the vicinity of XRG41646, and led the team to the alleged bunial site. The burial site,
and thus the rerains, have been lost due to the severe erosion of tha river. All information recelved was consistent
with the known facis of the cese and supports the conclusions of the previous joint Investigation. The first witness, Mr.
Nguyen Van Tru, was the prison camp commander. He stated that afler LCOR Grafs escape, he personally led the
search detall. The search party followed LCDR Graf's trall lo the bank of the Long Toean River where his body was
located three days later in the wates, near the shore, caught in a vine. Mr. Tru speculatad that LCOR Graf tried to swim
the river and drowned due to his weakened condition. Mr. Tru ordered three members of his unit to bury the body on
the opposite shore, a distance back from the bank and marked so that k could be easily located. Ha did not observe
the burial. After the war, in response 10 a govemment directive to locate the graves of American servicemen, he sent
the three men whao buried the body back to retrieve . & was then that the men told Mr. Tru that they had not carried
out his instructions. They admitied that they had no way to get the body to the far side, so they buried it on the near
side on the bank. That area had since besn eroded away by the river's current and the remains apparently lost. Mr.
Tru stated that one of the men, Mr. Trong stil lived in the area and could verify his statement. When Mr. Trong was
interviewed by the team he confumed Mr. Tnu's statement. He added that the men were afrald that a US patrol boat
would see them so they wrapped the body in a plastic sheet and buried & near where they found it No marker was
placed on the grave as there was no established procedure for preparing a record or sketch of the site. The third
witness, Mr, Le Van Nhon, further confirmed the statements of Mr. Tru and stated that the names mentioned as the
men on the burial detali was coimect. The team then travelled to the alleged burial site in the vicinity of XR641646. The
exact burial site identified by Mr. Trong is now under water 10 meters from the bank. Ha explained that about 40
meders of the bank has besn eroded since the burial. The burial spot has further been eroded 2-3 meters below its
lovel at the ima of the burial. The US team leader agreed that the level of erasion seemad to be consistent with the
current Mlow and soil conditions abserved ef the site. No remains, material evidence, or personal effects ware obtained
by the team.

Unilatera! Information;
Uniinfo : N CtryProvidedFikm : NA
Ctryofinto : NA CtryProvidedRemains : NA
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Valueofinfo : NA SignifinfoUniAction: N |

Narmative ; ‘
There Is no undateral information in this cass,

Knowledgeability information;
SeaCtryKnowLoss ; N
WhichCiryKnaw : NA
Moreinfo : N

KnowledgaMarr ;
There is no evidence of SRV knowledgeabiity in this case.

Future Pursuit Information;

" FurtherPursultdust: N CtryForUnilatParsuit : NA
PursuaWho : NA HowToUn#at ; NA
CtryForJointPursult : NA TypeOfUnilatleads : NA
HowToJointPursue: NA KindOfUSPursuit : NA

Narrative :

urs Information:

WhyDeferPursuit:  NA
HowWhereOffScope : NA

Narrative :

[1:] it int on:

WhyNoFurther : GD
PrevAttemptRecov: Y

Narrative :

No further pursuil is justified. In 1971a former VC guerriia pointad out an allaged burial site of a US serviceman which
assoclates with LCDR Graf. A district operation searched the site in the vicinly of XR639649 and found that the fivar
bank had already ercded 10 meters from the burial site. In November 1673, captured VC documents detaded the
escape of a US OMajorOand his subsequent death by drowning. A rallier reported the burial in the vicinity of
XR643853, In May 1974 a JCRC operation used five frogmen to search the afleged burial location. Once again thay
found that the river had seriously efoded, and despite a search of 200 metars on oither side of the focation and 60
meters toward the center of the river, no remains were found. The conclusion was that the remains had washed away,
Two JFA's investigeted the case and found that the burial spot has eroded and the remains ware probably washed
away. The VC who admits to having buried the body took the team to the alleg~1 burial location and the team chief
conciuded thet the level of erosion was consistent with the amounts spedified by the witness. The remains were not
recovered at the time of loss and by several tries through 1974 prior 10 the cumulative effect of the severe erosion. The
remains are nol fecoverable as a result of the grave location being destroyed.

INTALCOORD :  A-NO FURTHER PURSUIT 060747
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RECOORDA :
RECOORD? :
RECOORDS :
RECOORDS :



