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hile the land reform of 1956
‘)V in North Vietnam was still in
progress, and reaching a
record number of peasants either
executed orimprisoned, the Twentieth
Congress of the Soviet Union adopted
a new program of Krushchev,
signaling a new turn in the Kremlin
policy. The new program was to
correct mistakes made under the
Stalin era. Shortly after the Soviet
Foreign Minister Mikoyan arrived in
Hanoi to deliver the Kremlin’s new
orders, the land reform was stopped.
Then, Ho Chi Minh publicly admitted
that excessive measures were taken by
the regime in zealously implementing
the reform plan. ‘Adjustment steps’
soon followed, and Truong Chinh —
the General Secretary of the
Vietnamese Communist Party at the
time, lost his post to Le Duan.

The Kremlin’s new program
evidently saved Hanoi from a disas-
trous agricultural crisis. That new
program also prompted Hanoi’
campaign of ‘Blooming Flowers’ in
arts and literature , hopefully to re-
lieve them of the people’s deep resent-
ment. In this campaign, artists, writers,
performers, and intellectuals were
encouraged to create freely. This
‘openness’ policy was not referred to as
‘glasnost’ at that time yet.

This ‘openness’ period did not last
long. People were soon purged, forced
to selfcriticize, and even imprisoned
for doing free arts and literature . The
attack of Hanoi on freedom-loving
artists and writers was never brought
to light, for it was drowned under the
noise of Soviet tanks rolling into
Poznan and Budapest to crush the
fight for freedom of the Czechoslova-
kian people. The Vietnamese people,
nonetheless can never forget the
attack on writers and artists in Hanot
in 1958.

Neither will the Vietnamese
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forget that while putting on the
‘openness’ mask, the viet cong were
discreetly preparing for the invasion of
the South. Created by Hanoi, the
Popular Front for the Liberation of
South Vietnam was not heard of until
1960 when there was the need for a le-
gitimate facade to camouflage their
aggression.

.... Now comes the flashy debut of
‘glasnost’. A familiarity strikes us, like
a deja-vu.

In his peace-offensive plan,
Gorbachev has skillfully exploited a
few popular incidents involving such
dissidents as Sakharov, or Orlovas the
make-up for the propaganda campaign
of his ‘new policies’. What seems
rather complicated that many could
not fully grasp is that the Soviet
General Secretary pursues two objec-
tives which complement and camou-
flage each other.

Using a fifty-year old tactic of
Stalin, Gorbachev attempts to consoli-
date his personal power over the
Soviet bureaucracy. He covers the
whole scheme with a ‘reform’ banner.
The Soviet leader knows too well that
the Russian socio-economic system
can only be improved by changing the
government itself. He definitely does
not want that, but a ‘reform-and-
openness’ trademark certainly serves
well the purpose of consolidating one’s
personal power, and projecting a
moderate image to the public. He
resorts to such ‘new measures’, once
employed by Stalin and Krushchev,as
secret ballot, amnesty for some
political prisioners, holding talks with
famous dissidents such as Sakharov,

and repeatedly talking of a purge of
the outdated elements in the party.

At the same time, Gorbachev
exploits theadvantage of an ‘openness’
tacade to disarm Western Europe
nations. and to undermine the
cooperation within NATO. Such an
‘openness’ policy. Krushchev called it
‘peaceful co-existing’, and Brezhnev
termed it ‘detente’. It i1s aimed at
crippling the defensive capabilities of
the West, and on the other hand,
exploiting the economic trades with
the well-developed countries to solve
the Soyiet economic problems.

The ‘option-zero’ proposed by
Moscow in February of this year, and
the ‘glasnost’ policy, these two hot
topics capturing the attention of the
Western news media can very well
creat an illusion that the moderate
wing led by Gorbachev is struggling
against the hard-liners to push forth
the normalizing process of the East-
West relationship. Going by that
rationale, many believe that it would
be right to help Gorbachev and his
moderate allies to achieve their goals
in this ‘progressive’ effort . Many
thought in the same way about Stalin,
and Krushchev, only to eventually see
that Western aids supposedly for the
reform plan were used by the Soviet to
destroy the hope for freedom of
Hungarian, Polish, and Czechoslova-
kian, and to invade Cuba, Vietnam,
Angola, and Afghanistan, ect....

We all have seen that, but have we
learned the lesson ?

Looking back the last thirty
years, the Vietnamese peasants as well
as intellectuals may well say, “No " a

Radio which has been operating inside
of Viet Nam for the past three years.
This radio station has been supported
with the matenals and technology
mainly from the Vietnamese refugees.

Their success in fulfilling their
duty of liberating the fatherland is
owed to you all. You gave the refugees
generous help when they desperately
needed it. And you did not only give
them the material support, butalso the
moral support to continue the
struggle.

From your noble act, we learn
that even in this land of peace, we
cannot enjoy freedom as millions of
our compatriots are still oppressed by
the viet cong. We know that the
Vietnamese have to engage themselves

in the quest for their own freedom and
independence.”

Mr. Tadakuma, General
Secretary of the Senate Association of
Asian Pacific represented the guests to
give congratulations on the Viet Nam
National Day. He particularly praised
the just cause of the Vietnamese
liberation struggle, and asked the
guests joining him to give three cheers
for it.

After a toast proposed by
Professor Muto, President of the
Freedom and Human Rights League
of Japan, the guests sampled the
Vietnamese foods, and enjoyed a
program of songs and traditional folk
dances, performed by the Viet Nam
Resistance Choir of Tokyo.
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Earlier in the day, Mr. Nguyen
Kim, in an interview with the Sekai
Nippo newspaper, briefed on the
progresses of NUFRONLIV. He said
that a large number of Resistance and
Administration Committees were set
up in the South, and in Central Viet
Nam. Particularly since last year, these
committees have been organized
inside of North Viet Nam. He also
confirmed that the Viet Nam
Resistance has a certain degree of
control in various locations where the
viet cong are only present in the day
time, and abandoned at night in fear of
the Front’s operations.

After this reception in Tokyo,
Mr. Kim went to Paris, France to
attend the 1987 Arts and Literature
Award ceremony on April 11, 1987. g
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