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Jolly Green 56 and 51 were maintaining strip alert at Le59 and keeping w3 205“

listening watch oh HF, Approximately 1500 Xocal, we heard that a aireraft .

had been shot down in the vicinity of the Red River in North Vietnam, We@@ W™

then quickly plotted a course tosthe crash area located 21 56N 10L 35E a fBw

miles from the Red River and over 120 miles northeast of our takeoff point,

Compress alerted us and directed us to proceed to the area at approximately i

1503L, We were airborne at 151K and proceseded north on our planned coursse,

Our first heading was 015° for approximately 65 miles and then to a heading

of 0L3° until reaching the area located approximately 35 to 4O miles from

Commnist China.

SR

Our course naturally was dog legged to avoid hazardous areas and SAM sites, !
Our altitude most of the way up was between 8M and 10M. Ths 8M was not encugh
to clear the high mountains and ridges of North Vietnm. The cloud base was :
84 over the entire courss and required IFR flight for many miles through un-
familiar and mountainous terrain, We attempted to stay clear of most villages :
and crossed roads at right angles,

We arrived in tne target area approximately 1515L and contacted the Sandy
aireraft already in the area. They had loecated the pilot and had radio contact
with him, We could also hear him on our guard frequency, Sandy aireraft saild
that there was no reported ground fire in the area. We flaw over the area at a
high sltitnde and switched to guard channel to talk to the downed pilot. He
stated that he was injured and was unsure if he could get into the sling. We
advised him that we would use the forest psmetrator and told him how to use it.

If he had not been able to get into the seat by himself we vere prepared to

lower the paramedic into the area to assist the injured pilot. Sandy aircraft

dropped a vhite phosphorous bamb to pin point the area, determins winds, and to
effectively seal off an emtrance to the area. Once we had visual contact with -
the survivor, we proceeded to the pickup point which was in a densley tangled :
Jungls type foilage and terrain in a very steep canyon., There was a very maall
clearing within the canyon to which we asked the survivor %o proceed, The .
sarvivor had started a large fire in the area by accident when his flare landed

in the brush, The fire cansed thermals and up drafts which in turm camsed

available engine power to drop off. Auxilliary fuel tanks were jettisoned prior

to our entrance into the confines of the canyon, T

In order to position the helicopter for a holst recovery, we had to hover
sideways into the steep canyon. This mansuver, of course, caused the helicopter
to be below the rims of the canyom and belpless from smipers shooting down at us,
Weo had asked the pilot to climb to a better pickup area higher up ths canyon walls,
but he was injured and unable to walk up the steep canyon sides, Our helicopter
mechanic along with the rest of the crew could hear spordtic antomatic amall ams
fire but we could not determine the location. As far as we know, we did not ve-
ceive any hits from these weapons. 43 we approached the survi W&o
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tree pemetrator to its full length of cable(2i0 feet). The survivor attempted
to reach the penstrator but could not. Since we had all the hoist cable out,
we then had to lower the helicopter lower into the canyon in order for the
hoist %o reach the ground. Ws them had to plan our way out over the canyon
walls with an additional man aboard the aircraft and already at topping power,

Upon recovery of the pilot we proceedsd out of the arsa on a heading of
2209, Our paramedic administered first aid to the survivor as soon as we were
clear of the area, He was badly bruised and had a severe sprain or broken arm,

Approxiaately 35 miles out¥iers jumpsd by a flight of MIG type aircraft.
Sandy 11 and 21 saw the aircraft also and advised the two Jolly Greem's to hit
the deck, 3Since we were quite high I flew into the clouds instead of taking to
the ground. It was apparent that the hostile aircraft were interested in the
Jolly Greens since they turned away fram Sandy's 31 and 41 and flew in the
opposite direction back to our position, A few minutes prior te the MIG alert,
we saw large canister type containers falling to the ground at about our 3
o'clock position one to two miles. One container fell between the two Jolly
Green'’s which were in trail positioms. For a while, we thought that they were
expended missiles, The P-li's maintaining MIG cap came to our rescus and gave
chase to the MIGS and we were not further harrased,

Following this encounter, we proceeded to Lima Site 59 where we refueled.
We departed L59 at 1900L and proceeded to Udornm through adverse weather
conditions and local thundsrstorms and landed at Udorn 2100 hours,

The F-li's did an excellent job keeping the MIU's from actually encomntering
the Jolly Green's and the two Sandy sscorts. A word of praise to the Sandy
alreraft in finding the dowmed pilot is certainly in order also, along with
high praise for crowm and TACC,

This recovery was nurber 13 for our crew and I would liks to commend them
for an outstanding accomplishment considering the distance traveled into North
Vietnam, Also, Jolly Green 51 deserves much orsdit since they remained nearby
throughout the mission,

Pilot recovered: Capt Martin N, Mahrt,

Low Bird-Jolly Green 56 High Bird-Jolly Green 51
RCC~ Capt Robert D, Furman RCC~ 1/Lt Forrest M. Kimsey
CP - Capt Dale V, Hardy CP - Capt Charles P. Rush
B - A1G Robert E, Crites HM - 38gt Theodore M. Youngblood
PJd - A2C John Dagnesn PJ -~ A2C Willism D. Brotton
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F-105 PILOT STILL SAVED

MIGs Attack Rescue Copte

By JOE SCHNEIDER
S&8 Vietnam Burcau Chiaf
SAIGON—U.S. planes held oft
three enemy G-17s Tuesday
while a helicopter crew picked up
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a downed pilot only 50 miles from
the communist Chinese border.
The pilot was identified as
Air Force Capt. Martin H, Mahrt
of Custer, S.D.
Mahrt's F-105 was pulling awa

Irom hitting the Yen Bay arsenal,
80 miles northwest of Hanoi,
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when the plane was struck by
ground fire,

Later, the pilot bailed out ang
landed about 105 miles northw;
of Hanoi.

As the Air Force HH-3(

Determined

Copter Pilot

Receives Silver Star

SAIGON (UPI)—Capt. Jerry
Jennings of El Paso, Tex., saw
the Viet Cong firing at him, but
stilt he lowered his helicopter.

He moved his HH3C helicopter

slowly back and forth over the
jungle infested with Viet Cong.

Jennings spotied the downed
Amecerican pilot and set down.
Bullets whizzed around his chop-
per. The communists were clos-
ing in,

With the downed pilot picked
up Jennings tried to fly off. But

his rotor blades were stuck In
trees.

He wiggled them loose and flew
off through the communist fire.

Jennings has been presented
the Silver Star, the nation’s third
highest award for valor, for his
recent rescue action the Air Force
announced Friday.
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capter was rescuing - Runderchief pilots earli-
MIG’s made pa Dpe ppotted 2 MIG-17s dropping
Sky Br PILS the clouds, heading north.
of Hanoi.
he pilots were low on fuel and
d not chase the communist
N | planes.
Crewmen of the rescue chopper
included Capt. Robert D. Fur-
man of Strum, Wis., Capt. Dale
V. Hardy, of Entield, N.H.; A2C
Lde D ' .0f Detroit;
‘ol rites of

(Continued Fronmi Page 1)
.| Little Rock, Ark.

The rescued pilot was uninjured
"land was picked up In less than
two hours.

(Afr Force officials said
Mahrt's rescue marked the deep-
est penetration of communist
territory in the war by a rescue
helicopter, UPI reported.)

The Yen Bay arsenal, target of

Mahrt's flight, was ha hit.

Eight buildings were destroyed

and five heavily damaged. Large
! columns of smoke were seen over
the arsenal when the U.S. planes
left the scene.
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Rescue Pilot Tells of Meeting” 2 Missiles

By JOE SCHNEIDER
843 Vietnam Bureau Chfef

TAN SON NHUT AB, Vietnam—How
did you feel when you saw three deadly
communist jet fighters bearing down on
your unarmed helicopter?

“Slightly apprehensive,” said Air
Fo’rce Capt. Robert D. Furman with a
grin.

Furman of the 38th Air Rescue and
Recovery Sq. was the pilot of a helicopter
that picked up a downed F-105 pilot fewer
than 50 miles from the north Vietnam-
communist China border Tuesday.

The three MIG-17s fired three Side.
winder-type missiles at the two ‘“jolly
green giant” helicopters that teamed up
to rescue Air Force Capt. Martin H.
Mahrt of Custer, S.D,

Furman sald the first man in his
hellcopter to spot the MIGs was Ca
Dale Hardy of Entield, N.H., o
copllot "Others in the crew sald they
could see the silver bellies of the MIGs
as they came within two miles and then
saw ‘‘containers’” shoot from the enemy
aircraft.

1t wasn’t until they had landed that
they learned they had been fired upon.
The enemy planes were sighted about 3%
to 45 miles away {rom the pickup area,
The missile seemed to Jose thrust and
di(lld not hit the choppers, other pilots
sald.

Alter the MIGs fired their missiles
Air Force F4C Phantoms arrived. The
communist planes fled before the Phan-
toms could close in.

Hahrtagn ewuhitduringabomb
ing raid sbout 80 miles northwest of
Hanoi. He flew south before ejecting and
was sighted by Al1E Skyraider escort
planes about 3%-4¢ miles from the Re-
public of Vietnam border.

The Thunderchief pilot established con-
tact with his rescuers and Furman des-
cended in a canyon to pick up Mahrt
who had been on the ground less than
two hours. The second helicopter hovered
above on emergency standby.

Furman said Mahrt had suffered
“bumps and bruises” in bailing out of his
stricken jet. He was able to jump
aboard the chopper.

Mahrt was later treated and released
at a medical center.

Furman said he could not remember

the mcued pﬂot’l exact words upon

be;:r ela!ed d :y e te':ll 'l“
y an or
his ride home. g

Furman, of Great Falls, Mont,, has
been flying helicopters most of his five
years in the Air Force. He haz flown 40
rescue miasions since he arrived In South-
east Asia iast October, including five
pllot reacues ‘‘up north.”

The chopper pilot scemed worried that
he would get too much credit for the
rescue,

He praised the downed pilot for “help-
ing himself” and accurately guiding the
rescuers in for the pickup.

He also praised the Skyraider and
Phantom ng!lots and the pllot and crew of
the second helicopter as well as his own ‘
crew.
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S5e We received small arms and automatic weapoms fire in the "low bird®

during descent north of the immediate area so we moved across the ridge

closer to thes downed pilot. The descent was made in that area to avoid

the heavy flak area in the valley south of the ridge where the pilot was

dowm, We received no ground fire from the small bowl like wvalley where we

were circling while making passes over the downed pilot until the pass

Just prior to hovering. However, the ground fire was far enough away that

I did not feel we would be in any great danger in a hover, About the time

we started pulling out of the hover we detected ground fire frum a ridge

sbout one third mile away. I called for the Sandys to suppress the area

and we came back for one more pass over the parachute. As we passed directly
over the parachute, we heard ground fire and got one round that came almost
tr up thro the forward fuel tank, between the PJ and Flight Mechanic,
ad dent armo protecting the control rods. After that, we pulled
out and returned. The PJ returned fire with his M-16 to the mmzzel flashes of
automatic weapons from the ridge across from the downed pilot.

6. As we were crossing the Red River, leaving the area, the “high bird"”, Jolly
Green 5S4, wes crossing about two miles down the river and started picking up
heavy flak from 37 and possibly S7TMM AAA, They turned back and crossed further
up stream with no difficulity, They were not hit., Jolly Green 58 received
two hits by small arms, one through the forward fuel tank and the other through
the tail rotor and tail pylon.

6. The crew coordination, bravery, and performance was outstanding. The
cooperation and support from Jolly Green Si and fighter aircraft was the
best,

Low BIRD 7% S¥ HIGH BIRD J& 54

RCCw Major Ealum L. Stearmen " BCC- Capt William R, Uhl
CP - Capt Charles P. Bush CP - 1/Lt Robert Letton
HM -~ SSgt Theodore Youngblood HM - TSgt Donald Jones
PJ - A2C William Brottom PJ - A2C Robert Ward
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EALUM L., STEARMAN

Major, USAF

Rescue Crew Commander DOWNGRADED AT 3 YRAR 1HTERVALS

DECLABSIYIED APTER 13 YEARS.
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