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Jolly Green $6 811<1 51 were mainta:ining st.rip alert a~· L...S9 and keeping .,, 1 ~ 21)5 .. ' 
listcing wat.cb oh HI'. Approldaately ~SOC local, v. heal"i tha.t a aircratt 
b.t been shot down iD the "ficini"t7 ot tbe Red River in North Vietu•. We'ij ~ 
then quickly plotted a courae to·, the crub area located 21 561 1~ 3SI a ffi 
miles f'raa tbe Red River md aY&r 120 ailes northeut o! our t.akeoff point. 
Ca.preas alerted ua aDd d.ireCted us to proceed to tbe area at approld.laately 
150JL. We vera a:irborne at l$l<L aDd proceeded nort.b on ov plazmed course. 
Olar ti.nst headiJl& V&S 01.50 tor appro.:da&tely 6$ Idles &ad tbeo to a beadillg 
o! ~)0 untU reaching tbe area located approxiaately 35 to ·l&o .Uea troa 
co-.nn1at Qb1pa. 

O..Z. course oaturally waa dog legged to a-.oid bazardou areaa and SAM Bites. 
Our altitude aost of ttle V8.7 up vas betwen 8M aDd l(J(. The 8M vaa not fJilOU8b 
to clear the b:i.gh aOD.Dtaine aDd ridges ot Iorth Viet.Da. 'f'be cloud bue vu 
8M onr the satire COVIIe aDd required :r:ra nigh't tor JU1D7 ld.l.ee throagb un­
:t'.niar and J~D~mtainau terrain. We att.pted. to stay clear ot aoat Tillages 
aDCl crossed roads at right angles. 

We arriftd in toe target area approrl•at.ely l615L and contacted tbe SandT 
aircraft al.rearV" ill tbe area. 'l'bq had loeatecl tbe pUot aDd. had radio ccatact 
w1 t.h tua. We could also b.Hr b1a on ~ pard treq118DCy. SaDt:V" aircrat\ said 
that there ae BO reportecl groaDCl t1re 1ft tile ana. We tlev anr the area at a 
h1gb alt.itude. aad s·wi:tcbad to pard abazmel to t&1.k to tbe dcMsed pilot. He 
stated that he vu 1.ajured. and vu 1Ul8'ID'e it' he could ge\ 1Jato tbe sl.iJic. We 
.tviaed. h1a tba~ w would uae tbe torest penetratar a.cl told Ilia bow to use it. 
It he Ud not bee able to get 1Dto tbe Mat by hiuelt we vere prepared to 
l.owr the par.edic into tbe area to aadst the injured pllot. Saad;y' ai.~ratt 
Cropped a vbite pbosphol"'QS b<llb to pin point tile area, detel"'lliDe wi.Dds, IIICl to 
ettect.1TIJ17 seal o:rt an entraDCe to the area. cace we be Yinal ccmtac~ with 
the sa.rri. wr, w proceeded 1;o the pickup poiAt vbich vas iD a denaley tangled 
.tcmc1e ~· .tailap aDd te:rn.in iD a wr,r stnp ca;roa.. 'ftlen vu a ftl'T ..:U 
clearing within tbe carqoD to 11b:icb • ..ad tae nrri.~r to pl"'Oeecl. !he 
n.n:L-wr bad 8'toartecl a lal'p t1.1'e iA tAle area 'b7 acaid•t wb8ll h18 n.re liDded 
iJl the 'bruh. !be t'ire cased tbeDula a8li up d:rat\a vtUcb 1D tva caaed 
arailole eng:tne po.er to drop ott. An'J11HU'7 tuel tamka .. re jett110Ded prior 
to our entrmce iD.to the cOD!'i.Dea of the cqoa. ··· 

h orcler ~ poai~oa. tU 11elicoptar tor a hoiat NOOftl'71 W bad to ·aOftr. 
s1dnq8 illto tbe steep caa.;yaD. '!M.a .....,.r. ot cOlU"Se, casecl tile belicopter 
to be below tbe ria o! tile ca!1J'Oil aDd belplesa trca ai.pen st&oottDc dena at as. 
lfe bad. uked tbe pilot to cl.illb to a be~tar pickup area ll1&ber up tbe Cq'Oil valls. 
but be vaa i.J:I.1ul'ed aDd. UD&hl.e to walk up tbe ste.p C&ll'J'Oil aides. Oar helicopter 
Mcb&c aloag with the rest ot the crew conlcl hear spordtic mtcaatic ..n &Z1U 

fire lNt we collld not <le\emine tbe locat.icm. As :t'ar aa we .know, w di.d DOt r.­
cei'ft 817 bite trc. ttl ... veapoaa. A.s we .pp:roacbed tbe ~&JI!Bl~ecl the 
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t.ree penetrator to ita tull length ot cable(2u0 teet). 1'be nni:.,r atte.pted 
to reach the peaetrator bat could not. SiDes n bad. all tbe boi.at cable Ollt, 
we tbeD had to lowr the helicopter lower :lAw the c~ iA orcler tor the 
hoist \a re.cb tbe Jl"OIU1d. We tileD had to pl.M ov wq CMt cmtr tbe Ce~Q"CD 
valJ.a with an additional. JUJ1 aboard tbe aireratt mel already at toppj.Dg pot~V. 

. l1poD recover,r ot the pUot ve proceeded out o£ the area on a beed1ng ot 
2200 • Our parmaedic adainiatered f:irst aid to the nrri. 1'01" u soon as we vaN 
clear ot tbe area. Be vaa b~ bruUed aDd bad a severe epraiD or broken ara. 

Approxl..u.t.ely JS .Uea ov.~.:;.ra juaped by a night ot MIG t1Pe aircrafi. 
SaadJ' ll aDd 21 .., the a:il'crat\ alao aDd ad'rlaed. the two Jol.l.7 Gre• 1 a to hit 
the deck. Si:Dce ve were quite h1gb I nev into the clouda instead ot takiDg to 
the gromd. It vas apparct tb.at tbe boatile aircraft. were iDtereaW ill the 
Joll7 Greeu siDce tney t1U'IUJd awq tna SaDd:T' s Jl aad 4l aDd n..w iD t1ae 
opposite directi.OD back to our position. A. tn minu"toes prior te the MIG alert, 
.. 8D' 1.arp caD.ister ~ ccmtainera tallinc to the &roaJid a.t ab<N.t oar J 
o'clock poeiti.OD oae to two allea. <me cont.a.iner tell betvee the t.110 Jolly 
Gre•'• vhicb vere io trail poaiti.oaa. For a wbU., we tboagbt that t.hq wre 
upended lli.sslles. The F--4'• WJ!Vin1nc MIG cap cae to oa.r resc=u aDd gue 
chase to the lUGS and we were not turtber harrued.. 

Following thi.s eueount.er, we proceeded to Liaa. Site 59 where w re.tael.ed .. 
We departed LS9 at l900L aDd proceeded to Udorn througb adverse weather 
condit.1.01'18 and local tbUDderst.orlu aDd landed at Ud.om 2100 boars. 

!he F--41 s did an excel.leat job lteepiDg tbe KID's troa ac~ eDCOIIIlteriDc 
the Joll7 Green' • aDd the two Sand;y eacorta. A word ~ praiSe to tbe Scd:J' 
a.iraratt 1D f1o<tfug tlle dOWiled. pilot 1.8 cert&illl.T iD order alao, aJ..ag vit.b 
hip praiae tor Cl'OIID and TA.CC. 

'lh1a reecwe17 vas nUIIber lJ tor OU.l" ern and I would like to ca.eDd tb• 
tor an oatatmcUDg accoapU.,..ent coa.aicler1.Dg tbe distaDce t.raftlecl iDto lortb 
Vietua. Also. JollT Oree Sl deeenea .-ell credit since tbq l""'e1pecl nearby 
tbroucbout the aiaai011. 

PUot recO"ftl'ed: Capt Martin B. Mabrt, 

BCC.. Capt Robert D. h.nw1 
CP - Capt Dale V. Harq 
Ill - .AJ.C Bobert .z. Crites 
PJ .. J2C Jobn Dapeau 

RCC- 1/l.t Forrut M. I:huq 
CP - Capt Cbarlea P. lbutl 
Ill - SSgt 'rbeodor. K. Yolmgbl.ood 
PJ .. A2C wuu- D. Brottoa. 

'j"/~tt.~ 
r11081ll'r D. PUliWI ,~"~'~'''(!PAD£D 

Captain, use · .. - ~ ..-. .. c -:' 
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F-105 P'LOT STILL SAVED 1'ves Mf4i 1o~ 6(, 
$.. ,utf 'S H' t. II 

MIGs Attack Rescue Co 
By .JOE SCHNEIDER a downed pilot only 50 mlles from 

saa VIetnam Bur~au Cht~r the eommunJst Chinese border. 
SAIGON-U.S. _planes held off The pilot was Ide n t1 II e d as 

three enemy lliG·17s Tuesday Air Force Capt. Martin H. Mahrt 
while a helicopter crew picked up of Custer. S.D. 

I I 
Mahrt's F·105 was pulline away 

Weather from hitting the Yen Bay arsenal, 
, 80 miles northwest of Hanoi, 

liar u when the plane waa struck by 
H L Jl r. ground fire. 

~fo:. n ~ Tal~l 110 1S Later, the pilot bailed out 
ltazuke et 57 Manila 89 '14 landed about 105 miles nnrth• 
SeoUl 71 6l Guam A5 74 of Hanoi. 
Jif.u. fl4 71 8&11!rOil 91 71 
(UBAI" Weather Central, Fuchu ASI As the Air Foree 

... ---·--------...-

1 Determined Copter Pilot 
Receives Silver Star 

SAIGON {UPI)-capt. J e r r y 
Jennings of El Paso, Tex., saw 
the Viet Cong firing at him, but 
stut he lowered his helicopter. 

He moved his HH3C helicopter 
slowly back and forth over the 
jungle infested with VIet Cong. 

Jennings spotted the downed 
American pUot and set down. 
Bullets whizzed around hJs chop· 
per. The communists were clos­
Ing in. 

With the downed pilot picked 
up Jennin1s tried to fly off. But 

his rotor blad«.>s were stuck In 
trees. 

He 'Wiggled them loose and flew 
off through the communist fb·e. 

Jt>nnings has been pretSented 
the Silver Star, the nation's third 
highest award for valor, for his 
recent rcst"ue action the Air Force 
announced Friday. 

... '"" , .. ''"" .... ,.. '"""' .. ,. '"" ,.,..,, .... , .. , .... , ..... 

.. 
(C•Id.lllat!t Prelll Pa1e 1) 

Roet, Art. 
The rescued pilot was unlnjurt'd 

and was picked up In less than 
two hours. 

(AJr Force o ff l e fa la said 
Mahrt's rescue marked the deep.. 
est penetration of communist 
territory 1n the war by a rescue 
helicopter. UPI reported.) 

The Yen Bay arsenal, target of 
Mahrt's night. was hard hit. 
Eight buildings were destroyed 
and five heavily damaged. Large 

1 columns of smoke were seen over 

!the arsenal when the U.S. planes 
left the scene. 



Restue Pilot Tells of 'MBeting' 2 Missiles 
By JOE SCBNEIDEit 

8&...'4 VIetnam Bureau Ob.tet 

TAN SON NHtrl' AB, Vletnam-Ho-. 
did you feel when you aaw three deadly 
communist jet ftpter• bearing down on 
your unarmed helicopter? 

"Sliptly apprehensive," aatd Air 
Foree Capt. Robert D. Furman with a 
1rln. 

Furman of the 38th Air Rescue and 
Recovery Sq. was the pilot ol a helicopter 
tbat picked up a downed F -10$ pilot fewer 
than 50 miles from the north Vietnam­
communist China border Tuaday. 

The three MIG-17s fired three Side· 
winder-type missiles at the two "Jolly 
rreen giant" helicopters that teamed Up 
to rescue Air Force Capt. M'arttn H. 
Mahrt of Custer, S.D. 

Furman said the firll man in hl1 
hellcopter to spot the MIGs was Capt, 
Dale V. Hardy of Enfield, N.H., Ole 
copUot. Othera in the crew said they 
could 1ee the allver beUies of the MJG1 
as they came Within two mile• and then 
saw "container~" •hoot from the enemy 
aircraft. 

It wasn't until they had landed that 
they learned they had been fired upon. 
1'he enemy planes were sllftted about SS 
to fS miles away from the pickup area. 
The missile seemed to Jose thrust and 
did not bit the choppers, other pilots 
IBid. 

Alter the MIGs fired their missUes 
Air Force F4C Phantoms arrived. The 
communist planes ned before the Phan­
toms could close in. 

Mahrt's plane was bit dllriDI a bomb· 
Ina raid about 80 milea northwest of 
Hanoi. He new south before eJedinl and 
was lighted by AlE Skyraider escort 
plane• about S$-40 miles from the Re­
public of Vietnam border. 

The Thunderehlef pilot establilhed con· 
tact with hit rescuers and Furman del­
eended in a canyon to pick up Mahrt 
who had been on the fl'OUnd leas than 
two houri. The second helicopter hovered 
above on emergency standby. 

Furman saJd M'abrt had suffered 
..bumps and bruises" In baDing out of hla 
alrickea jet. He waa able to Jump 
aboard the chopper. 

Mahrt waa later treated and released 
at a medical center. 

Furman said be could not remember __ ,, .............................. __________ _ -----·· _, _____ .. _, _____ , 

the raa.ted pllot'• euct worda apoa 
beiD8 picked ap ~t that he wu 
hlJhly elated and hlpl,y erateful for 
hll ride home. 

Furman, of Great Falla, Mont., hu 
been l1yiq heUcopters mott or hia ltve 
yean In the Air Force. Be bas nown ft 
teat:Ue missions since he arrived In South· 
east Alia Jut October, lnclucltq five 
pUot reacuea "up . north." 

The chopper pUot seemed worried that 
be would aet too mucfl credit for the 
reacue. 

Be praised the downed pilot for "help. 
lng himself'' and accurately pJdJng the 
rescuers In for the pickup. 

He also praJaed the Skyn,Jcler and 
Phantom pUots and the pllot and crew of 
the 1econd helicopter as well as bls own 
crew. 

'· 



5. We received -..11 araa an<1 autc.atic veapona ti.re in the "low bird• 
d~ descent norttl ot the 1•ediate area so 118 aoved across tbe ridge 
cloaer to the dowed pllot. 'l'he descent vu ude in that area to a~id 
the be&'fY fiak area in the nl.ley south or the r1d.ge where the pilot wu 
<101111. Ve recei ve<1 no ground tire rra. tbe aall bold l1.ke ftl.J.q where we 
were circl.i.Jlg while aak111g pueea aver the downed pilot Wltil the pus 
juat prior to honring. However 1 the grcnmd fire wu far eDoagh aq that 
I did not .teal ve would be in ~ great c1anger in a boYer. Abont the t1:ae 
w started pulling out ot the hover w detected. ground tire fnB. a ridge 
about one third aile awq. I called for the Sandys to auppreu the area 
and we c•e back: for one aore pass over the parachute. As we passed directly 
over the parachute, we heard ground ti.re aDd got one roUDi that c•e al.aost 
,1-trgilij up throup the forward fUel taak, bet;vean the PJ aDd night Mecbani.c, 
ll1d dentea t8i amor pnte protecting tbe control rods. After that, - pdll.ed 
out and returned. The PJ returned tire with bis K-16 to the llUZel fiasbea of 
automatic weapons fr011 the ridge across frca the downed. pilot. 

6. As we 11ere crossing the Red River, leaTi.ng tbe area, the "high bird•, Jolly 
Green 54, waa croaaing abont tvo .Ues down tbe r:i.Yer and started picJd.nc up 
ba&'fY nak traa J7 md possibly 5'TJt( All. 'l'hey turned back and crossed !urtber 
up stre• ld.th no ditticulity. '!'bey were not bit. Jolly Green 58 receiTed. 
tvo hits by aall an~~~, one through the forward :fuel tank aDd tbe other tbrougb 
tbe tail. rotor md tall pylon. 

6. The crew coordinatian, bravery 1 and performance vaa out.st-arvt1ng. The 
cooperation and support fl"'Dl Jolly Green Sh and. fighter aircratt vaa tbe 
beat. 

LOW BIBD "J7Q 5 ft 
RCC• Major lalUII. L. Ste~ 
CP - Capt Cbarles P. ltuah 
HM - SSgt 'l'heodore Youngblood 
P J - .A2C Williaa Brottac 

tt.k~R~ 
{II ULUM L. STEAmUR 

Major, lJSD 
Rescue Crew Conaander 
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HIGH BIRD ~ S 'f 
BCC- Capt Wl 1 11aa R.. Ubl 
CP .. 1/t.t Robert Letton 
BH - TSgt Donald Jones 
PJ - A2C Bobert Ward 

DOWHetU.DID AT 8 VIIAII IN'rUVAa.e 
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