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MISSION NARRALIVE 31 MAY 1 ,%

At 1400 hours on 31 May 1966, Jolly Green's 51 and 52 departed site 98
to preposition at site 59 for an afternoon strike, arriving at 1500. Since
our portable HF radio was inoperative, we made arrangements with Sandy's
21 and 22 to make & low pass in the svent we were needed. At 1520, after
a low pa2ss by the Sandy aircraft, we wers told to scramble. Airbtorne at
1525, and escorted by Sandies 21 and 22,we proceeded to the border in pre-
paration for the recovery of "OLDS 2n, down at 21° 39'N, 103° LO'E. After , [,/
receiving border clearance, we proceeded on a ccurse of 020° for 70 miles i
(fram site 59) at an altitude of 10,000!. gnroute at about 1600, Cactus 2
experienced hydranlic control cifficulties and was forced to eject in the
sane general vicinity as OLDS 2. He was observed in the chute and his heeper
was activated, however no voice contact was made. After crossing ihe Black
River north of Son La, we turned eastward and flew a course of 080° for 50
miles, then scutheast into the target area. The weather enrcute and in the
target area was scattered to broken layers from 1500' AGL to 15,000' with
visibility below the cloud decks at least 10 to 15 miles. Upon arrival in
the area, at approximately 1650L, Jolly Green 52 (Low Bird), joined up with
Sandy 11 who led us to the position of the aowned pilot. Sandy 11 had voice
contact end had instructed the survivor to releass red smoke. Although the
smoke remained in the trietops, wg were still able to Spot_the smoke and
made an apprcach. The site was approximately 100" pelow the crest of a
ridge, on an extremely steep slope densly covered by trees 100 to 150' high.
we did not jettison tipianks on the first attempt, but were unanle to hover
at that weight at an altitude of 3800'. We moved off, dropped ow tiptanks
and made another approach. We hoversd for § to 8 minutes before »Sgt Daniels,
the PJ, spotted the survivor through the dense canopy of treecs. Soon after,
he fired one pen-gun flare. Some difficulty was experienced in droppiug the
tree penetrator invo the exact opening in the trees where the men stood,

however, through the gidll and dixgction of the hoist operator,TSgt wWarren,
this was finally dcne and the survivor ok une time LO 3Urap nimself securly
onto the seat before we began to hoist him to safety. After he cleared the
trees and was within 50! of the fuselage, we slowly moved off and he was
pulled into the helicopter at abcut 1705L. The survivor, 1stLt Leonard C.
Eckman, FRA9$86, from Takhli, had a small cut on one arm and was in a moderate
state of shock. He was treated by MSgt Daniels and his wound was dressed.
We proceeded toward the area nearby where Cactus 2 was down and advised Jo
Green 51 (High Bird) that, due to our extanded hover, nearly 15 minutes, we
would be unable to reccver Cactus 2 due to almost "Bingo" fuel. We did ¢
Jolly Green 51 wkile he hovered, again nearly !5 minutes at almost 4UGO!,
over tne parachute of Cactus 2. Sandys 11 and 12 expended ordnance in the
area arvund Cactus 2's paracrute due to the proximity of two huts. The :
was aanging about 30! off of the groumd, empty, and the pj &S NOw
te Scund. Sandy 51 lowered the PJ to the ground, however he wes unable to
e pilot. The PJ had been insiructed by the RCC not to wender about
but to check under the parachute, which he did to as best he could. He did
not release the tree penetrator cut he did move arcund on che ground somewhat
with it. At 1720, both Jolly Greens withdrews with minimum fuel and wers
ascorted by Sana—s 31 and 32 back to site 39. JIgmess was u-de via the same .
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it ne tize did we aver near or see hostile fire. Crown 69, over site 59,
provided homing and UF steers, high c2p, and had Jolly Greens 53 z2nd 55 meet
us at sive 59 with much needed fuel, Jolly Greens 51 and 52 landed at site
59 at 1825. After hanapumping mel, and securing Jolly Green 55, who had

landed with one e out, Jolly Greens 51, 52 ard 53, <ith the crew of Jolliy
Green 55, M; a% T9T5 into nj Zot mther, thunderstorms znd ligntening.
By outstanding effort on tne part ofthe crew of Crown b9, wé we TeC
through the arsa of thunderstorm activity, in trail and with adequate altitude
geparation, IFR in hard rain and ligntening, and around the Plain des Jarres.
It became apparsnt that Jolly Green 52 would land at Udorm with minimum fuel,
and we elected to land at sitq.3f.lo take on additional fuel. Again Crown 69
icame through with clearance to land at site 20, arranged to have flare pots on
-the runway, assistance in refusling, medical aid and parking assistance.

#hile Jolly Green 52 proceeded .o site 2V, Crown 69 escorted Jolly Greens 51
and 53 to the fance, and then returned to site 20 to escort Jolly Green 5%,
who had landed at 2030L. Ths station manager at Site 20, Major Lowdsr of the
U.S. Army, Mr Jim Neeson of Air America, the Air America refueling supervisor,
the American doctor, and many otner people at site 20,went all out to provide
complete snd sxpeditious service. The doctor at Site 20 sewsd up the cut in
the downed pilots arm, X-rayed his thigns and arms for broken bones, and
administeryed some sedatives. Airborne agzin at 2100, Crown 69 again yectomed
us through the weather until we crossed the border, and arranged for an
ambulance and doctor to meet the survivor. We landed at homeplate at 2205L.
including a twenty ainute flight from 0530 to 0550 which resulted in an air
abort due to weather at site $8, Jolly Green 52 flew six sorties for a total of
7+,5. Jolly Green 51 flew 5 sorties for a total of 7+35. Jolly Green 53

flew 3 sorties for a total of 4+30 and Jolly Green 55 flew 2 sorties for 2+25,
and was left at site 59 overnignt.

Pilot Recovered: I1stlt Eckmsn, leonard C., Tahklii
JOLLY G 2 (16 B JOLLY CR:EN $1 (HIGH BIRD)
BCC Ma jor Baylor Haynes RCC 1IstLt John Guilmertin
BCCP Captain James O'Dell RCCP Major Donald Vavra
HM 7TS5Sgt #william .Jarren HM SSgt Michael Holloway
PJ MSgt William Danisels PJ AL Malcolm Hassler
JOLLY GRETN 53 JOLLY GREEN 55
RCC Captain Erling Drungstveit RCC Captain James Butera
RCCP Istli Thamas Kenny BCCP 1silt Jason Bridge
HY S8gt Harold Schrader HH TSgt Spence Heywood
PJ 85gt Adromn Farrior A2C Bobert Williamson
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