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MISSICN WARRATIVE 2 JUNS 1966

DECLAS.

Following scramble at 0750 lccal, we proceeded on the 090° radial of
channel 89 for approximately 25 miles, intercepted the 100° radial for 65
miles, then turned to intercept the 089° radial of channel 89, We received
clearance from crown 61 to cross the porder into North Vietnam. The first
coordinates received were 1723N, 106 C9E but later were confirmed rurther
east. This location is very close to where Honda Lead was shot down on 1
June 1966 :nd subsequently rescued by a Jolly Green. This area however,
was located further east and in a well lknown heavy rlak area. The aircraft
Honda 3, F-105, was shot down by an extremely heavy concentration of auto-
matic weapons fire. The rescus .[orce was veciorsd 10 the general area by
Honda Lead and other aircraft still in the area. Honda Lead stated that he
saw a good chute ana gave us the general location of the downed flyesr. Sandys
31 and 32 arrived in the arsa about 0840 local, and Jolly Green 54 arrived
about 0859 local. The downed pilots besper was working and he could transmit
but net received on nis URT-10. Sandy's aircraft 31 and 32 located ths chute,
with aid from other fighters in the flight. Jolly Greens remained a few
miles west of che location, since Ford aircraft reported heavy flak. HNash
Flight also advised us of heavy flak concentrations in the pickup area and
a fov miles north of the area. We heard Ford 3 advise Ford that he was
picking up flak in the general area of the anticipated pickup area. Sandy
31 pinpointed the parachute and dropped a white phosphorous bomb to help us
locate the exact area. He advised us that up to that point he had not

received grcund fire or flak bursts. As we started in, the @m‘;&?&&.
smolce siomal from hi arvival flare., we could see the smoke

g the tops of the trees. 8 maneuvering into the area, we had
to cross a road leading parallel to the pickup area and could ses many trucks
narked alongside the road. We again had ©o cross the same road to get into
the immedizte area out did not chserve iirs from the road. At this times we
had Sandy escort. We then flew at a low level into the jagged karst area,
covered ith tall trees about 200 feet high, The downed pilot was located
in a ravine abcut haliway up the side of the karst. His beeper was working
intermittently and he could transmit, but could not receive our transmissions.
He called to us as we came over for the first time Lo perform a low rscon-
naisance and determine the best pickup procedure. As we passed Qysr him, we

ked up hea und An immediate right
turn was e to locats the firing, however, we could not determine the
location because of the heavy foilage and undergrowth. Honda 3 advised us
of grcund fire below his position on the side of the karst. se witharew out °
of the ravine and, as we gzained altitude, heavy concentrations of flak
enveloped us. We again decended rapidly into the ravine to avoid the flak,
but were quite concerned about flying at low altitude because of the ground
fire. With tlak above and ground fire below we proceeced straight ahead.
After clearing the area, the Sandys made a few passes over the pilot, puk.

ot sncounter flzk or ground fire. e then decided to determine just

wiere the ground J{ire was in relation to the downed pilot. I advised Airman
Crites and Stevson to man their weapons ancg attempt to spot thelocation of

the ground fire near the downed pilot, so that we could m_mux;__:\
JANCELLED
C PS&'H‘C“\T‘UN L'A’L DECLASSIF‘ED

o e N~ <<
|




DECLASSIFIED ’ |
’ W‘- DI‘W\'CP aDED

iy 23

As we eutered the area ana passed over the pilot, we again picked up auto-
iatic weapons fire from bslow. The area wnere the pilot was located was
in a horseshoe shaped canyon or ravine and, as we made a steep 180 degree
Lurn, we again piciked up flak. We left the area and asked Sandy to clean
up tvhe area apoutr 100 yards below the pilot. The i

and we attempted to snter again. Wwhen we entered this time we again

received flak on the way in and passed over the pilot quite discouraged in A
not being able to get to him. We then asked Sandy 31 and 32 to escort us ”
in so that they could help locate tie ground fire. Again we entered the "

area and Sandy advised us that again we were picking up flak and to keep
low. Bango Alpha arrived to hslp suppress the heavy concentration of [lak.
The Sandys axpended rockets and machine gun fire in the pickup area when
we passeq over the pllot for the sixth tipe, mde a 180 degres twn and
returned to him. At this po ‘w& were below a ridge line, and the AXA
guns could not level on us. We dropped our auxiliary tanks and had the
hoist out and lowering. We approached the area with caution and cams to
a hover expecting additional ground fire. Homda 3 was still in a scmewhat
inaccessable position and in the area of tall trees. The penetrator would i
not drag through the trees, and had to be raised and lowered ihree iimes :
to get to the exact position of the pilot. He climbed aboard the tree
panetrator and we remained in a hover with apout 200 feet of cable out.
We didn't want to drag the survivor tirough the tall trees therefors, we
remained in a hover until the pilot was inside. During the pickup, while

the pilot was 100 feet in the air, W
sgm %. The pickup was accamplls at local :nd we decided
o

ollow dr's advice to stay low and fast. Of course that left us
samewhat vulncrable to groundfire, if any. However, we remsinsd low and
thus avoided further flak bursts. The trip back to channel 89 was uneventful
and we landed at 1020 local,

ADDITIGNAL INFORMATION:

a. Time from notification to launch: 12 minutes. We were refused
runway clearance by the tower operator who stated Base Operations had
told him to stop the rescus scramble.

b. Difficulties encountered enrcuts: None

c. Weather 6000 broken 8 / 10, isolated CB'a. Weather in target area
5000 broken over 10 miles visibility.

d. Cooperation & coordination of support, rescort, rescap, and on-
scene coordinator: Very good.

e, Radio discipline: Quite saturated at beginning of mission, improved
as juission progressed.

f. Difficulty in locating objective: Soms difficulty due ta area
involved. Heavy growth of jungls terrain, very tall trees and vines.
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g dSnemy action in target area: Heavy flak and moderate small arms
fire from unknown scurce. The flak was suppressed by fighter boxbers and
the Sandys apparently suppressed the small arms fire.

DECLASSIFIED

h. The aowned crewmenber was uninjured, had bruises and scratches,
but was able to get onto his penetrator-seat by himself.

i. HMethod of recovery: Hoist, penetrator-seat, hampered by foilage
and thick growth of tall trees and vines.

j. Crew coordination: 3=Excellent and as briefed.

Sug:estions: Suggest a modification of the hoist be m de as soon
8 8

pfsible memmmm It tekes over
e ainutes to extend feet o e and even longer to retrieve it.

During a hoist pickup in a ¢ t zone such as S, 1t reguires more n

5 minutes in a hover, while extremely vulncrable to snipers and other small
ams fire. Also, suggest a better communicaiions set-up vetween Compress,

Rescue Alert and control tower so that scrambles may oe expedited.
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