
MISSICN i~~Tm 2 Jmi~ 1966 

Following scrambl.e at 0750 l.ccal, we proceeded on the 09<)0 radial of 
channel 89 tor approximately 25 miles, intercepted the 100° radial. tor 65 
miles, then turned to int.ercept the ()890 radia1 or channel a9. We received 
clearance from crovn 61 to cross the border into North Vietaam. The first 
c~ordinates received were 1723N, 106 09& but later were confirmed further 
east. This location is very close ·to where Honda Lead was shot down on 1 
June 1966 "'nd subsequently rescued by a Jolly Green. Thi.8 area however, 
'"as located further east and in a well known heavy flak area. The aircraft 
Honda 3, F-105, was shot down by an extremely heavy concent.ration of auto­
:natic ~pons tire. The rescue . .:"orce was vect.ored 1.0 the general area by 
Honda. Lead and other &ircra.f't still in the &r$&. Honda IA&O. stated that he 
saw a good chute ana gave us the general location of the downed flyer. Sandys 
J1 and 32 arrived in the area about 0840 local, and Jolly- Green 54 arrived 
about 0859 local. The downed pilots beeper was working and he could tramm:it 
but net received on irl.s UR:r-10. Sandy-'s aircraft 31 and 32 located the chute, 
with aid from other fighters in r.he flight. Jolly Greens remaJ.ned. a few 
ralles west or ~he location, since Ford aircraft reported heavy nak. Nash 
Flight also advised us of heavy fiak concentrations in the pickup area and 
a few miles north of the area. We heard Ford 3 advise Ford that he was 
picking up flak in the general area of the anticipated pickup area. Sa.nd.y-
31 pinpointed the parachute and d.ropped a white phosphorous bomb to help us 
locate the exact area. lie advised us that up to that point he had not 
received grctmd fire or flak bursts. As we started in, the d9wned D~ 
~rovi.d.ad. a ted 'PPk' si gpa,l fmm hjs suryiD1 ']jre. iie could see tT smoke 
c&lliii& out the top8 of the trees. iJhll.e aneuver1llg into the area, we ha.d 
to cross a road learij ng para.llel to the pickUp area and could see aany trucks 
;>arkeci a~ongside the road. ~"ie again had to cross the same road to get into 
the iL:medicl.te area but did not o!>serve fire trom the road. At t~.is ti!De -.re 
hatci Sandy escort. '1-/e ~on now at a low level int.o the jagged kant area, 
conred. · .• 1.th tall trees abo4"t .200 feet high. The downed pilot waa located 
in a raVine abcut hall"way up the side of the karst. Hi& beeper ...as working 
intermittentl1 and he could transmit, but could not receive our transmissions. 
Ho called to us as we came over ten: tho first time to perform a. low recon­
naisa.nce and <ieterm:ine the best pickup procedure. As we passed a,ur him, we 
~ked up heav :"BUDd fire from bsm!lth yho Gh'a''t An 1mec11ate right 
tum waa li&ae to ocate the tiring, howeYer, w could not determine the 
location because of the heavy f'o~ge and anclergrowth. Honda 3 ad.vised. U8 

of grcund fire below his position on the side of the ka.ret. iie withctrew out 
ot the ravine and, as we -~ altitude, heavy concentrationtt or .flaJc 
envt:loped us. We again decended rapidly into the. ravine to avoid the tl.ak, 
but were quite concerned. about flying at low altitude because of the ground. 
fire. With flak above and ground !ire below we proceeded straight ahead.. 
A.f'ter clearing the area, the Sa.r..dys l!Bde a few passes over the pilot 1 ~ 

, £t.9 not ~ncounter ~ or ~'Ulld ~1-e. #e then decid~ to dete~e just 
wtere t.h.: ground. i':tre was l.n relat.1.on to the aO\.Ined pJ.lot. I ad:nsed. Airman 
Critds IU'ld 3tevson to man their -..eapons ana attenpt to spot the lDcation or 
the ground fire near the ci.owned i)ilot, so r.hat w-e co · ' 
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As we er~ered the area anQ passed over tb~ pilo~, we again picked up auto­
•.atic weapons fire from below. 'l'he area ;;nere the pilot tn-as locateti was 
in a horseshoe fShaped canyon or raVine and, as we llla<ie a steep 180 degree 
_.:.tan, we a.ga.in picked up flak. t·4e lett t.he area and asked. Sandy to clean· 
up t.h~ aree. aoout. 100 :yards oelow the pilot. The 5.!,gd;rs provjda1 nr'lJMt 
.§m:mg.rt and we attt:m~pted to doter again. When we ent.ered this time we again 
receivad na.k on the .aLy in and ~ssed ovet" the pilot qu:i.te ti.iseoure.ged in ' 
not being able to get to lili:D.. We then asked Sandy 31 and 32 to escort us Ml 
in so that they could help locate ti1e ground. _fire. Again w entered the J..djJ#Pf 
area and 3andy adVised ua that &&a.in ill'e were pick:i..Dg up flak and to keep rr 
low. Bango Alpha arrived to help suppress t.he heavy concentration ot nsJc. 
'l'he S&ndys axp~ed ro<:keta and .oachin~S gun fire in the pickup area when 
·""e passea over the pUot. tor,_ the sixth Hnue, nade a 100 degree turn an4 
returned to hlla.. .A.t th:..s poifit ·o~~e -were below a ridge line. and the A.U 
guns could not level on w;. We dropped our auxiliary tanks and had th.s 
hoist out and lowering. We approached th~t area with caution and cBllll!t to 
a. hover expecT.i.n& addi tiona.l ground fire. Honda 3 was still 1n a somewhat 
irlaccessable position and in the area of tall tr.,tts. The penetrator wonl.d 
not drag through tbe trees, and bad to be raised and lowered thNe times 
to get to the a:act position of the pilot. He cl.imbed aboard the tree 
penetrator and w-e reiiiSilled. 1n a hover with aOout 200 teet of cable out. 
We didn't want to drag the survi-tor through the tall trees therefore, we 
reuained in a hover untll the p.Uot was inside. During the pie)CQp, while 
the pilot 'W8.f tOO !eet ill tohe ai.r, 2;!ters pa.a.sm pit.Qar side t;e 
S~£!'' 'f: • The pickup wu accaap abed at looa.J. :::.nd. we decided 
tCFollow~•s ad.v.i.ce to stay low and fast. Ot course that lett us 
acaewhat V'Ul.llcrable to ground.fire, it &n1'· However, we rea1neci loW and 
t.hua a wided further !l.ak b\U'"Sts. 'l'be trip back to ch&nnel 89 1li&8 uneventful. 
and we landed at t020 local. 

a. Time !rc:l:l ngtification to launch: 12 minutes. We were r.!Used 
runway clearance by the tower operator who stated .Ba.se Operations bad 
told him to stop the rescue scr'&Jii)le. 

b. Difficulties encoaraterecl enroute: None 

c. weather 6000 broken 8 I 10, Uol&ted CB'a. Weather ill target area 
SOOO broken OYer 10 miles Visibillt;r. 

d. Cooperation&: coordination or support, rescort, rescap, and on­
scene coordinator: Ver"J' good. 

e. Radio discipline: Qui.te saturated at begi.nnin& of n1i.ssion 1 improved 
as mission progressed. 

t. Dit!iculty in locating objecti:ve: Sau d:i.!ficulty due to area. 
involved. a.&vy growth of jungle t.erra.in, very t.3.ll trees aDd vi.mJs. 
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g. ~ action ill target. area: Heavy tla.k and moderate :mall arms 
t1re !'rom unknown source. The flak Will suppreseed by fighter bon-.bdrs and 
t.he Sandye appa.rent.l,y' ~uppressed. t.he sma.ll arms fire. 

h. The aowned crewmember was uninjureci, had bruises and scratches, 
but was abl.e to get onto his penet.rator-sea.t by l:W:sself. 

i. Method of recovery: Hoist, penetra tor-seat, hampered. by foilage 
and thick growth of tall trees and Vin~s. 

j. Crew coordination: mellent and as briefed. 

~ Sua:iest.ione : Suggest a modification of the hoist be s de as soon 
as );Iaible t.g ioomse m mO!d ~=reripg iJ1rd ratm"og. It tak~ over 

e minutea t.o extend feet o~ _ _§ and even 1 er to retrieve it. 
Du:dng a o s pl.ck\lP in a c t zone such as s, l. req ree more n 
5 minutes in a hover, while e.xt.rerae:}J vulnerable to snipers and other small 
a.nu fire. Also, suggest. a better ccmaunicai..ions set-up between Ccapreas, 
.Reecue Alert a.nd. control tower so that scrambles nay be expedited. 

NAl·~ OF INDIVIDU!L IU&.!UlD: Jor.n D. lrtbipple, C&pta.in, 
Fighter Squadron 

, JJ3 Tactical 

W.i aiim (JOLLY GREm 2b) 

RCC, Captain Robttrt D. Furman 
RCCP, Captain Dale V. Hardy 
HM, A1C aobert 3. Crites 
PJ, A2C Franklin Stevaon 

:;. CLASSlFlCA TION CANtf: 

EIGH BIRD (JGIJ.I ~ 58} 

RCC 1 kajOt Ja.lam ~tearm&n 
BCCP, 1 atLt. Dennis .-v. Stiles 
Hr, SSgt TheOdON M. Youngblood 
PJ, A2C Hill 1am D. 3rotton 
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