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, WJmATIVE OF RESCUE =~ION 30 J1iN& 1966 
l'oHiiV ,;t-l- ¥4 

Pllot Rescued! Captain Robin K. Nierste, F-105, Karat. :aTAFB 

Coordinates~ 18 lJN lOJ 59 E 

We were standing strip alert at Lima .Site 98 with Joll,y Green 56 as low bird 
and Jolly Green 55 as high bird. At. 14JOL we heard a call on the HF radio that 
Savazmah 2, an F-1051 had receiveq battle damage and was headed in our direction, 
and' to be prepared for a scramble~ After ·two air starts, Savazmah 2 1 s engine 
named out for the third time. The third airstart attempt was unsuccessful and 
we received word that he. was baiJ.in6 out. We scrambled imneciiatel.y, contacted 
Crown 61, and they gave us the bailout position as 17 miles on the 131° radial 
of Channel 79. The position was later revised to 2:3 miles on the lll0 · racU.al. 
The cloud coverage of the· entire area VIaS very thick, •..rith clouds down in the 
narrow valley-s and oompletel3' covering most of the mountains and hi.l.l.;J. Some 
o! the buildups extended over 15,000 feet, and the 9,246'· mountain peak was 
eompletel,y hidden. Upon arriving in the area o£ the downed pilot, we were advised 
that a Continental Port.er, 'Butterfly 44' had voice contact with the downed pllot, 

4 but could not pin-point the survi.vort s location due to the thick cloud coverage. 
We established voice contact with the survivor but oould ngt get a compa.ss Wing 
on his exact position due to the high. cloud buildup directly over his position, 

~ extending all the way down onto the mountain. We found a "small sucker holea in 

J
~· the overcast. and let down with the visibility about 1/4 mile and ceiling tram 0 

to 1.50 feet. We worked our way up the vallq in his direction at about .30 knots 
airspeed., with barely enough room for an 180"' turn to get out._ · 'l'he survivor, 
Savannah 2, could hear our •chopper' a.nd kept telling us we ware west or him. We 
kept working our way up the narrow valley and homed on tU.s Beeper tor amut two 
miles, but ran into a deaa-end. c:l.oud bank. The hole appeared to be closing in so 
we were forced to make a lSOO turri. and pull out. We told. tb.e survivor ot our problem 
and. he agreed to contact us in JO llli.nutes. After 30 m:i.liutes~the hole in the cloud 
had moved some distance north east or the first position am we' again established 
contact with the pllot. A.tter about JO minutes ot unsuccess:tul attempts t.o ~ 
locate hi.m, we asked him to give us another call after .30 minutes and to try to 
work his wq eut down the valley- to a sma.U clear area. Atter about 10 minutes, 
Jolly Green 55, the high bird, aav a sm&l.l break in the clouds appraximatel7 over 
the downed pilotrs position. The survivor saw the Joll¥ Green ani acti.nted bia 
beeper. Atter getting a UHF-DF compaaa wing on him for the first time in tw 
hours, we were able to pin-point h;ia position. We then saw hill. fire a tlare aD'1 
reeatablisbed. :toice contact with him. The MSL altitude ot his position was 5,000 
teet. He waa on side ot a 9,246• mountain at tba end of a narrow Y&ll.e;y with tall 
trees am verr thick jungle growth surrounding hi.m. For our helicopter, JollT 
Green 56, to hover at this hlgh altitude, we would have to jettison the tip tanks 
and dump fuel. We jet.tisoned the tips aDd dwRped fuelcl tor about 5 llli.Du:&es, all 
ot the ti..Jile making a very tight turn due to the high .mountain slopes on both &idee. 
We dumped .t'uel until we could sateq maintain a hover out of ground effect at our 
gross weight, increased our topping adjustment one revolution, and then set -r __ -:. .. r-

approach for the pick up. The pilot set ott a red BlllOk:eej~~~~~~!l:i!~::!:S 
missing our helicopter, his la.stlN>ne:- ~ti)le ., 
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DECLASSIFIED 

g. ~ action ill target area: Heavy tlak and moderate fill&ll aru 
fire !'rom unknown source. The L'la.k Wl!!ll suppressed by fighter bo.tr.bdrs and. 
t.he Sandye apparent.J.7 ~uppressed. t.he auall arms fire. 

h. The aowned crewmember was uninjured, had bruises and. scratches, 
but was ab~e to get onto his penetrator-seat by himself. 

1.. Method of recovery: Hoist, penetrator-aeat, hampered by foilage 
and thick growth of tall trees and vin~s. 

j. Crew coord.ination: &xcellent and as briefed. 

~ Sug:;:estion.e : Suggest a modi!iC6.tion of t.he hoist be za de as soon 
as );/sible t.g i PFE!&S• m sppd r :::ripe apd nr'iRtP" ;g. It take over 

e minutes to extend feet o_c _ _§ an<i even l er to retrieve it. 
During a o s pl.ckup in a c t zone such as s, J. I'«! ree more n 
5 minutes iJl a hover, while e.xt.remely' vulnerable to snipers and other small 
a.rms fire. Also, suggest a better camaunicauons set-up between Ccapreas, 
.Rescue Alert a.ncl control tower so tha.t scrambles may be e?g.2!dited. 

NAK.i£ CF INDIVIDUAL IU&;l20: John D. 'lrr'hipple, Captain, 
Fighter Squadron 

, JJJ Tactical 

W.i :aiiiD {JOLLY ~ 54) 

BCC, Captain B.obe.rt D. Furman 
RCCP, Captain Dale V. Hardy 
HM, A lC .tiobert 3. Crites 
PJ, .!2:: Frankl in Stevaon 
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t.JGH BIRD ( JGLLI ~ 58} 

ace 1 h&jOr .3aJ.am jtearm&D. 
BCCP, 1 atLt Dennis .-v. Stiles 
HF, SSgt Theo<loN M. Youngblood 
PJ, A2C hiUi,am D. 3rotton 
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