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MISSION NARRATIVE - JOLLY GP..EEN' S 

;vt s~ tJ t - ~ 3 'I -5" 1*1-At" 7 
<;us~-JJ 

53 AND 55 "" 5 MAY 1967 LA (Lr...oiJ ':t 
(S) (GP*4) At 1645-, 5 May 1967, an F..J.05 was reported do-wn at coordinates 

,2()0 so~ N, 10.5° 12 I E. Jolly Green's 53 and 55 were launched from L:i.Jna Site 
36 at 1700 hours and cleared to a safe area short of the North Vietnamese 
border. Sandy's 5 and 6 joined witla Jolly Green's 53 and 55 enroute to the 
orbit point and Sandy's 1 and 2 proceeded enroute to the recovery area. 
TqugdetAAS!71'W were de-y;elopi.Ag. jn ·all auadr~ and dense haze, and smoke 

~ dras-tically reduced innight visibility. The weather was such that Sandy's 
""" C'2 ·--s and 6bad consideralille difficulty maintaining visual contact with Jolly E :g Q , Gre 1 s 53 and 55. Sandy's 1 an_d 2 were unable to effectively join with 
r;: ~ ~ ~ _ MIG cover until well into the hostile area. Shortly after arriving 
~ ~ ~ If he orbit point Jolly Green 53 advised CrCMn 2 and Compress the time 
~ ~ ~ ' enr ute to the area would be 1 hour. At 1745 compress cleared Jolly Green's 
3 -~ : ~ d 55 to proceed to the recovery scene. Compress was again advised that 
§ ~ ~ 'L, y Green 1 s 53 and 55 wouJA no~ a.rri ve until 15 minutes after sun,ut._ 
~ ~ i ·~ er a few moments of confusion and indecision Compress l1na!iy advised 
~ ~ g ,.1~ y Green's 53 and 55 to resume their orbit. Shortly thereafter reports 

~~ ~:;; SJfre received from Sandy's 1 and 2, their MIG cover, and another jet flight 
0 r,.. ~ ~t in for an electronic search, that a beeper was heard but no voice 

~ ~ ~ ~ ficSritact was established. These aircraft also reported intense flak through­_. ~~ufoil ~ t the area plus indications of S firin. gs and M_1Ig activity and adyised that 
~ 1"\1 o s nviromnent. Compress then advised 
: ~1 A.' forces to with raw with the Sandy's recovermg to Channel 86 and Jolly 

~ · - ~een's 53 and 55 to Lima Site 98. The orbit was maintained, however, until 
'.r Samdy' $ 1 and 2 were safely out of North Vietnam. After arriving at Lima 
~' : Site 98 the portable runway lights were visible but the surrounding hills and 
'-'-...~ ridge lines were not. Because an appr·oach to 98 would have been extremely 

~ ~ hazardous Jolly Green's 53 and 55 proceeded direct to Channel 86. -~ r ~ (S) (GP-4) On this mission coordination between ground contr=g agencies 
\!J ~ ~ w~ ~ade.9uate •. After rece~ving specific jet flights for MIG C~, Crown ~ 
j h :h. founCf tlftt 'the a.J.rcraft ass~gned had been cleared to RTB to thel.T respect~ve 
~ 1t ~bases. · Compress reconfirmed the flights assigned yet these flights again 
~ ~ advised t~ey were direct;ed to RTB. This led to J.JDPftGft¥§m; conf17s~,'i.,n in . 

_ ~~ '\ e.stablish!Lilg adequate Mf.o CAP and eould have resulted J.n ilhe sl'lll'Orce beJ.ng 
__ ~undul;y exposed to th~ MIGS reported. to be in the a.:ea ?'t. the tim~. In . 

. R ~ addit1.on Close scrut1.ny should be pven to the ad.VJ.sab~l~ty of dispatchmg 
~ "- ~ SAR forces into an area ·heavily defended by SAM and radar controlled anti­
~~- ~aircraft sites. Denied the benefits of speed and maneuverability and lack­
~ )\.,_ ing adequate electronic ·warning devices, the S.AR forces are easy prey to the 
~ ~ sophisticated defenses that ring the major target areas in North Vietnam. 
~ .f Although our prime purpose in being is the recovery of downed aircre:ws, the 
~'slim pflssibiliti.~:?~D~jog.g mUdll •• i...~~~Y~.~-~~~.ait..¥ei~ . ...lii 
~ thepo~iEnUy of-lOsing additional SAR aircraft and personnel. .,.. .... .., ... -.-~._.._....__.~ ........ ~~-...... ., ...... ~ ......... .-...... ~-- --~·~-- - ~- ---..... ~.-~ I -

JOLLY GREEN 53 (LOW BIRD) JOLLY GREEN 55 (HIGH BIRD) ~ I 

RCC, Major Kenneth E. Kittleson RCC, Captain James A. Hartwig 8 e. 
- Q ! -G RCCP, Captain Evan G. Thompson RCCP, Captain Douglas L. May 0 " • 

FE, TSgt Howard E. Massengale FE, AlC John w. Whisenhunt il ~ ot 

RS, A2C Roger A. Klenovich RS, AlC Robert D. Bowers ~; i .... -
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FM 3ARRSP OL2 :UuORr~ R1AFB THAI 
RO RUMSBJ/3ARRGF TS:~ AB f,(V N 

. R UEDHQAlHQ USAF WASH DC 
RUCIEUAiHQl MAC 

~UCLfllFP.)HQ ARR~ ORLAl~DO AFB FLA 
RUHLKr>1/PARRC H[ CKAf11 AF3 ;{AWAI I 
R~SBJ/YAF TSN AB RVN 
RUt;i'fF JAI.:USAF' !'lPC RANDOLF AFB TEX 
RUMSi1AIMACV SAIGON RVN 
RUHLKM/PACAF HICXAfll AFB :-tAvJ 
Z,EN/7 13 OEF Ci~ O?. UDOR N RTAFB Tl-!AI 
ZpUTUOCI UOOR i~ RTAFB Ti-iAI 
RVCLBMA/;48ARRS ·EGLIN AFB FLA 
ZEN/39ARWlS UDOim ?.TAFB Ti{AI 
R,UEONSA/t AC 
R UMS?B/dLl 3ARRGP DANANG A.3 RV N 
Wf:KAHI3sZTFW KdRAT RTAFB THAI 
BT 
UNCLAS S~R 3AR~GP COL-2) ~ MAY 67. HQ USAF FOR AFCP/ 
AFXOPH. ~AC FOR [ljACCOA AND ttiCP, ARRSFORURODC/ARSCP. PACAF FOR 
Pl'{)CC-H, · USAFM?C FOR AFPMSC, 7A.F FG OOTO, DO, DP, OI, BOPMP, CP, 
3 ARRGP FOR JSAR·C, HQ TAC FOR OXS~LR. 
REfERENCE ft1Y OL-2 5006 AND OL-2 5005BlCSECR!:TH30THOATSQ 5 MU7~7. 
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