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1 •.. On 15 July 1%7 at 0022 houi-s i' (~' 622~) Da.11an,g Air Base vras str-u.ck 
by an eftemy .Ncket attack. The: a~~ phone L-nraediatetly ra..'1.g a;.mouncing 
the attack and the alert trailer H ·.,.hts: failed silxu.ltaneously. The 
ejnJ.y personne;l in the trailer at tlili. s t~. ie uere the pjl:-i;nary alert cre'W'-
Lt C~l Jelu& H. S~~afe~- RCC, l(Lt AP-f'r~~ R. J~cox Jt;.'- a.CCP, TSgt J an1e~ 
L. J<thnson- Ih-1, SSgt Hugh A., Pike - a).1d A2v Dav:;cl, A. Hell.ton, RS, a.n.d A2C . 

. . I . . . 

DaVid .A.. Carl- RS. At the first impact ' all perso1mel. tovk shelter either 
~1, the trailer which had limited swce . a:.'ld poor protet:tion, or in the 
qo~lcre:te bl•ck buildi11g adjacent ·t.rhicl: offered :aare protecti<:m. After 
a.pp~tely: 15 minutes euemy f#e subsided aad persbnnel •rere assembled. 
'f:J::$. ·creu ncn1 :had ~ne additional ' me;1lber, A2C J ose.ph >I . Duffy who .had 
prttceeded to his dut:;r sta tiou frod the r1uarters vrhile the attack was 
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_ underway • _ - .~A?fJ Hel_ton was directed to re.11aiil at the cOiiwlUllicatioZls., c0::1sole 
ana SSgt· Pj;k~ pr~ceeded to the ai~cjt'aft t~ lend his a~sistanc~ _in the . '"""·'-

. fofth.q,.f!iul:i:ng m,eclical evact1ations~ Db.tiag tlus phase the to-,fer operater -~~~!!:], _ 
...:: !lad - ~ilia;ia$~ fat his post and •ras catl:liBg i :1cot.'1L1g rocicets 11tver the crash ~)>;]. '. • ! 
: ph3li~. -We,:were: thus able to establ~sh a patter.1 and uhen __ i.~ i.-ras breken · <)~J . 
· b,y' a lull ill :the firL1g ,.;e proceeded to the aircraft, : PedrG 93. ;;'!~'W~ _: 

. · · · - . .. . -~; ?!_.~.;- r.·. 1
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2; .fur inspection of the aircra1 [e~Fled -na da:r~~~so the · c.~~1~:~.t?-a~d · L;. 
. a:acl c'Jrr.:J.enoed; the :-::tart_. As the __ t::L . ..d rea.c'hed 5- .. ;<> anothe-r gmup o · :_ !,.:···. 
: incoming rocket-s detonated apprau~tely lOO~f"'t,• be!1ihd the h.ell:eQpt'&-is. 
· Falline debrl;is dOuld be seen strikihg t.{w ra.<Jp in froitt ctf the· heli-cq)pter. .:· :! ... 

· . Sirice the tnt.egi"i ty af the aircraft: was · .. ~em in nue stiOn the start \-Ia's ~ 
disco~1tinued :and the crew dived · frCil~ the helicopter f6r the relative · · i -· 
safety of a z~ ditch adjacent t~ t~1e ramp and tax$--~Y'. This ssfe~y : j , .. 

. uas quite relative since tm> 8 ia$.: JP-4 lines nm abOve ground about 2ft. ._, 
: :Lroa the di'tcn. All per so tllel pr<ic~edeGi d"'Wn the di tell to a sa:ldbag · : 

·_: bunker abo:'it -75 yards dista~1t. 'Allother-' luil soon d~vH:op!9d . and t :1e RCC :; ,,·; 
.. and ROCP ran te the aircraft to : p~far .. L an inspection:: atid stai-t. 'rnree .. ' l· ,. ~ 
· hits vre re · SUiStali~ed by the alert nelie~pte::· hcn-re\··er · . .ft6i1e \re•·e BeriG1.i.s i.. '·' 
·:'he other hellc~pte:.:·, u:!ich v1as : Jut: fo:.: · .~ .n :;:·.~c,,•;l-:_::.e ti.he · cha,1~e flap ~:1ble, '~ 
· 1--eceivecl tvo ~1i ts, one 1iy 2. la.J.•_:!e · :,)~ece ef shr;1.pnel a;jld required a -rcto.~,• :' · :l ·:::: 
hlac1e change.i As soon as tl.J.e airc~ilft vras roacl~c to tj>J:e off, the '~ ·: 
remainder ~r ~he cre1-l left t:1c liJ'_ : Jl' ;: ~j.' 3.itc'1_ proceeded ~ the srmth ra.rnp .. ; l ·. ·: 
\.ri4,ch a9pearetl to have t.lJ.e 2;re3.test• dcui1age. : i . . . : . :-l-
3. . P~ . 9,:3 )WaS airbol'a e a t appro~d.Iaately OllOL. ~ee Harin~. helic()pters, . : t.'l --~ 

· \.Jere in the a;rea and Da,..'1.a.L1g Hob:il~ ~sked for assista~1?e at the Base Ko~pital· · , 
te evacru.ate ~sualties from the ·4 adljac~at 2-story ait'wen quarters which j 
had received bits a!1d 1.rere bur~l:L.1.g; .• i I then called the Har-iue U1I-l's ~p. !·- :_ 
~ aJld a~~rl . them tG fGllaH me · ~~ t:Lt s :Lie a as t~1e:}- '1-tere not fa',l~lilU' : _ i I, 
vll. th letcal .~.u.i.ldJ.ng spots. There act1Jlally Has na deslgih.ated_ pad b-.J.t a. safe .. 
landing cCJuld: be ef:'ected by perfodling · a. steep approach oyer po..-..rer li+tee f;t : j 
into the parlding lot. This approac~ Hc.s complicated by the lacl~ o.f li&hts1 ·._ ~~ ' 
the fact that its path vTaS through the smolte of the blirni.lg buildings, and -·;/: . 
the thick dust encc\lilte:~.·ed d·w.·iiig qnal phase of landing. A safe landing ,: ! 
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, : ~ ... _. i <,.re..e ~e, -~~ver, and 2 pati.entis l~aded for the liSA ~ospital. Dan~g 1 .s 
! . ,:hcipi.td is ~ ef dispensary' ~ize~ a;.14 was over1.rheJ4ed by the inflt.u: of 
rl : : pa't;ie;:J..t~ f:om: _::.he im.Ded~ate are~. ~he lfa.~a.~dr; o;; the , aDproach l.fere passed 
r t. the l•arJ.ne UH-1 1 s l-rl.ule we Here ~nloadl.ng patl.ents~ I then made a max 
i performance takeoff froiJ the coufin$s of' the pick-up point. At iiSA the 
: authcri'ties were c~ueried on opert, tLn.g roo.n space etc, . (all phc~!e s ue:.:-c out) 

and I relayed this infor,'lation to Dallang so that the~' co1.1ld segregate 
patients for transfer to l~SA Qr lst :-larf.;le lbspi tal •(Oha.J.·lie ;'!ed). Since 
're we re on the ground agai..:1 ;J.t Danang ue lifted a seco~1d load to ~iSA. 
Whlle flying from USA we p icl:ed up additional ?1ari!le helicopters at 
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i larble Hountain 1-larine Base vho flew loose fornatio::J. 1.dth us se that I 
ceuld lead thera te the Da!lang i-iospi tal. 

4. · ~e,r our second trip the Ea.rin¢s .bqd bs e11 aclequa~ely od;ented, traffic 
pa.tt..erris and altitudes established, 'a.1d .Iarine g-unship orbit altitude 
re.:l.sed;, so we proceeded to tite nort~\-rest cor~1er of the airfielcl uiti1 the 
idea in mind Ci>f depl0ying the PJ 1 s .:lnto the 1st ~lAW area •rhich had been 
severely hit. AJ...-nost as soon as ue L:u1ded the PJ 1 s discovered 3 seriGus-
ly wounded pe~·sonnel. One had been , left for c1ead, lwW"ever a pulse a:J.Cl 
breathing \laS : disc@vered 'J~r Air:aan auff;;r uho ad . .dnistEired medical aid. Three 
patients were loaded for JSA . Em:iG1fte I directed tll~ :mi-1 1 s to the ~~ 
ramp to pick up addi tion.al injured. · T.h±s procedure coatiilued f<ilr 2 hours 
a..ad 25 rolinutes ~f flying ti..1e, a,!.cllll!a~.~):'_ti~s tG i•Ial.lY .locations on the 
base. W'e refueled twice a.nd each lJl.ii1e tlu~oughly checll:ed the helicopter for 
n.cl.dition.al <la.Ba.ge. We found !lone ot:1e.· thu.l some severelj~ lacerated t:i.res 
CaUsed by la.'ldin.g OLl t."le SOUth ra .lp UrUCll lla8 COVered !with debris. We . 
airlifte~£,._;rit~aJJ.J:. ,:i,~jy.rec1 .l?.~:::fo!lne,l. There ••ere nG deaths enr~ute. 
Additio1 co·t!>nr-ination w .s .tade u:J.th oth.:::r u;;;o-1cies i •1cLl.di.1g the hospital 
· sh:i.p USUS Sanctuary. · 

T 

5.. Tb.Q ,fo~¥iug additional parare~cuen~e~l greatly asSisted the orderly 
evac·,:tation by ! locating injured, ad;:ll,.nistering tG them~ and prepa.rii1g them 
f9r airlift. Without their efforts :,_re 1-ro..Ud l1Qt have 'beeil nearly as 
effective.. These men entered into areas of questio .1a:ble safety despite 
expl"ding o~~.na.nce, fuel, a.r1d the COil~>ta :lt th:ceat ctf ·renevted a ttack. 
:They prepa.:r.ep. ; the injured for lift, , B.J.l(~ Hi1en the areas .were cleared of 
'critical patients they sought ne11 a:JEtas: SS.gt J ob.."l H• Stemple, Al'i 
~ucha.el P. Be,:tn~a, A2C Robert Fo "Gabo1.1.rel, A2G J::>hn G. ,Jeffers, A2C Duane 
D. Hac~ney, A2C Walter White, A'£ iUchc.r.d il . Garlie, !;2C Steve i'·l. ;.lorthern, 
and A.2C, David W. Sli; er. · 
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• r;: 1S0557Z JtL 67 
~ CL. 1 ~ARRGP SON 'IRA RVN 

. TO Rtn.JIJFA/ARSCP CRLAIDO AFB FLA 
NO Rl.EDHQAICSAF 
RlliiT JA/at USAF RAWOL?H AFB TEX 
ROCIEUAIIVIC 
HUED~A/l'AC 
RUK.WCIOC?ACAF ~t ...... ....t"...._-t 

RIJH.I<WPARRC HICKAM AFB ~\1/AII 
~AF TAN· SON Nli1l' AB RVN 
Rtllf~CV SAlOON RVN 

. BSEB/Nif?Fffi V SAIGOO R\/N 
Rll!$JI3ARRG? TAN SJN NHUT AE RVN 
RUHH:RAICINCPACFLT PEARL HARBeR HAWAII 
RLUm..ICXl't!SEVENI'Hfl.T 

. ,Rt.Marltll..l. SEVENI'H Fl.T rNA TS OIDS 
·RlJ1FKEICI'E 10.2.1.1 
ROO"ClVCI'U 17 .0.1 

. -RLJm:&tcru 11.0.2 
R!le)F/11. 2 - .3ARRS? lDORN RTAFB T~I 
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IIQ 3 li1J!IIl) ISOBSC 0 "F I DSE. T I A L .e.&NFIBt~ 
11. <1-l 3 ARRGP/MAJ BECKER. '-... 
.12. tACC.E/620TCS11JSN. ......__ 
13'. !1:-1:30/~0WN 4/39MRS/0119Z. 
1.4. ~PCER. 
15. A. 111/3/0/01~. B. 1/1/ l/1/010. U5N. 
16. TAKEN TO COt6l'EU.ATION. 
17. J-/r1lfl.IS58/39ARRSI~ 130; 2/0FL~fiV37ARRS/HH-3E. 
SJrr IES AN:> Fl. YlN3 T D!E BY TI-£R FCRCES 001' AVAil..AEI..E. 
18 .. lil/01fJ/!(Jt AVAll.AEl.E/01010/NOI' AVAD..ABl.E/2. 
19. SIE. 

,r· 20. Fl. RECEIVID MAY DAY ON GUARD VIA TAcc-NS AT 0054Z. MARLIN 
,• 134 HAD BATTLE DAMAEE AN> F1.AMED OUT. Pll.OT EJECfED AT 0112Z • 

.J; 29/07 tmiE lALNaD lilt/EVER USN .ANm.. 41 REroJffim Tl£ Pll.OT 
§I !ill33Z. ONE cmEAT SAVE BY USN. 
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