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MISSION NARRATIVE - JOLLY GREEI~ 27 -: 3 Sep 67 

IMoofl-'L-

Jolly Green 27 {Low~ am 55 (High) were scrambled from Channel 89 
at 0805Z on 3 Sep 67 by Compress. Both aircraft were airborne at 0810Z; 
no difficulties were encountered on launch. The initial. fix of -the 
downed crew member was 063° at 7 5 NM from Channel 89. An orbit point of 
060° at 63 NM from Channel 89 was picked, and an EI'A of 0855Z given to 
Crown 2. Jolly Green 27 and 55 arrived at the orbit point at 0850Z, ani 
were requested to hold there. There were no problems encountered enroute 
to the orbit point. The weather at launch, enroute, and in the target 
area was approximately 8000 feet broken, 25 miles visibility, ani did not 
hamper the mission. 

At 0910Z Sandies 7 and 8 requested Jolly Green 27 and 55 to leave 
the orbit point., and proceed into the target area. At this point the 
target area was not in sight. c!olly Green 27 had in inoperative ADF 
homer. Jolly Green 55 had difficUlty obtaining an ADi steer on t1l'tF guard 

(lue £9" the large nwnber of transmissions on this frequency. A steer of 
1000 was tried. While proceeding into the area, neither Jolly Green 27 . 
nor 55 were able to talk to Sandy 7 or 8 on either UHF guard, or VHF SAR 
primary. Consequently, Jolly Green 27 ani 55 arrived at a point approxi­
mately 6 miles south, and slightly east of the target area. 

At this point, 091;"?, Jolly Green 55 advised he was picking up grouni 
fire of a suspected 37MM nature (altitude approximately 8500 feet above 
the ground) a:nd turned north, and proceeded back to the orbit point. 
Almost immediately, Jolly Green 27 was fired upon by the same type weapon 
{altitude approximately 7500 feet AGL). Jolly Green 27 turned northwest 
into a cloud. On the other side of the cloud 27 proceeded to air area 
west of the target area {time 0920Z) and during the rest of the mission 
Jolly Green 27 picked up no noticeable grouni fire. Enenv action in the 
target area was considerable 1 ani San:dies 7 ani 8 did a superb job of 
effectively combating it. 

· Radio discipline was a major factor in causing confusion through<:>ut 
the mission. Neither Jc:>lly Green 271 nor 55 were able to reach Compr~ss 
on HF. Jolly Green 27 could read ~ress on HF. The FM radio in Jolly 
Preen 55 was out, and the FM radios in lx>th Sandy 7 and 8 were unuseable. 
This put all the radio transmission between Jolly Green 2'/ ana 55 on UHF 
SAR primary, or VHF S.AR primary. These frequencies were in liberal use 
by Crow-n 2, Compress, questions from King am Queen, and in some cases, 
other non-mission aircraft. Crown 2 asked several times for al1 non- . 
mission aircraft to stay off the frequenc~es, but to no avail. Conse­
quently, transmissions were interrupted, missunderstood, and unnecessary 
confusion resulted. Poor radio discipline by all parties except Crown 

Classi~Ji~Y Greens and Sandies was the cause of Jolly Green 27 and 55 
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arrivi.ng south· of the target area, still not in radio contact with 
Sandy 7 or 8, and being fired upon. It is suggested that Crown (or 
another oontrol aircraft ) determine the best radio frequency for use 
between Crown, the Jollies, and Sandies, and other coliiilUllications 
make use of other radios or freqGencies. In the case of this mission, 
with no .FM radios operating, VHF BAR primary would have been the 
logical-choice, arxl all other communications not originated by Crown, 
Jollies, or Sandies should have been on UHF SAR secondary, VHF SAR 
secondary or HF. Due to the exe·essive use of UHF guard, this frequency 
could not be used. It appears that the only way the problem of radio 
discipline can be resolved is by ~gber headquarters. The interest 
shown b~ personnel on the ~und, or other airborne aircraft is appre­
ciated, but. the numerous questions, answers, misundersta.niings, reports, 
clarification of information, etc., should not be allowed to interfere 
with the conduct of the mission. This problem can not be appreciated 
unless one is actually in the air trying to make an ilnportant trans­
mission, am un.able to use a frequency due to unnecessary radio chatter. 
rt is difficult to imagine that such a simple thing as radio discipline 
could get as out of control as it did on this mission. 

At 09?:5Z Sandy 7 called Jolly Green 27 in for the pickup. The 
judgment, coordination, and suppressio11 of enemy fire by the Sandies 
was perfect. Jolly Green 27 was able to move in for the pickup, hover, 
and move out of the target area without drawing any ground fire. The 
timing ar.d cover of the Sandy aircraft was outstanding. At 0930Z 
Jolly Green 27 came to a hover over an all white chute, the hoist was 
lowered to the ground, and it la.ncled about t-wo feet from the chute. 
Both the hoist operator and the rescue specialist made a visual search 
all around the chute, but saw no sign of the downed. crew member. The 
chute was located about 200 yards from a road, ani the area around the 
chute was such that the survivor could not have been within 30 yards 
of the chute without having been seen. 

At approximately 0935Z Jolly Green 27 departed the target area, 
and landed at Channel 89 at 1030Z. Inspection of the aircraft after 
landing revealed a 3 inch gash (suspected 37MM) behind ani below the 
cargo door. other slight dents in the aircraft skin were noted in 
the same area. Also, a bullet hole (probably 50 cal) was found. on 
the inboard trailing edge of a main rotor blade. 

b£m~ 
Rescue Crew COJilmander 
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