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IM~Pitrua ~,( ~~ SUBJECT: Mission Narr~tive, 28 Februar,r 1 , - , 

TO• CMD JJ ' Qj> QJVU 2 MAR . • . 

~T~ (3JSABC) APO 96~ I..;FY ~-',, ..... ---- -·~ 

·. 1. (U). This report _is ~tted in accordance with ARRSM 55-2/3ARRGp 
Sup 1, dated 15 June 67. 

~/" .,. . .., 

2. · (sf . At 1S35L, 28 Feb J.968, Jolly Green 36(L) and 17(H) .were advised that 
.... a . Bear ·drcratt was _down appro:xima.tely 80 miles . ~ast ot: Channel SiJ. · Both 

: _· .ro~ Green airc~ and Sandy' 5 ,6, 7 and 8 _vere scrambled by Com!>ress at 
15~L, and Jolly Green 36 and 17 were 8.irbo;ne at 154SL. The .~ther was 
7,500 1 scattered l.qer, with 10 miles visibility throughout the Dilssion. ·· 
Cl-o-wn 2 advised on VHF that an F-100- aircra:rt, call sign uN'ash• 1 vas capping · : 
the downed pilot ami Nail 12 was also in the area.- :.. ·-Rendezous with Sandy- 5,6, · 
7 and 8 was sixty miles east of Channel 89; Sandy 5 & 6 continued ahead of the 
helicopters to locate the pilot. Nail l2 led Sandy 5 & 6 over the man, whose 
parachute ws visible on top of the trees. He was sel!li-conscious, and Sandy 5 

t; was unable to contact him as he .flew over ·the chute. The survivor had pre-
.: -~ N viousl:y stated he thought both leg!_.Y~;r;~ broken, and he was unable to move 
·. !;, ~~~them. Sa.Ddy 5 advised the area around the downed air:nan appeared safe, and he 

_: 2 -::i ~ ed Jolly Green 36 to a position over hi:n at l635L. The parachute vas easily 
: • • ~ll<t i ~ l\~ 1 een by Jolly Green 36 and an blmediate approach to a hover vas made. No 

~ ·~ ~ e.dio contact was established at anytime with the survivor by Jolly Green 36 • 
. , 

0 
o ~ ~ Si."lce the dowed pil.ot had reported he had tw broken legs the Rescue Special­

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ist ~nt down on the hoist. The survivor ws banging in his chute at approxi­
.. ~ ~ ~ ~ {) . tel.y 2,500 1 MSL on the side of a karst for;nation with 150 1 trees. As the 

~ ci ~Pararescue Specialist vas going down on the hoist Sandy 6 reported ground fire 
:-. r.1 5i! >- ~ <:> to the north; Sand7 1 s 5, 6, 7 and 8 began expending ordnance in this area. The 
~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ Pararescue Specialist secured the survivor, who vas unable to be of assistance, 
.: ~ . r4 e ~ s to .• the penetrator and rode up vi th him on the hoist; the stokes litter could 
-!: 8 !3 ~ ~ 'fJ not be used due to density of the foliage surrounding the man. Jolly Green 36 
~ ~ a J ; ~ hovered over the pilot ~ twenty minutes while he vas being strapped on the 
t1 ~ ~r§ ?1j ~ penetrator. Sandy 5 advised" the best exit route fro:a the area and Jolly Green 
~ ~~ ~ >- ~ 36 departed at l?OOL and arrived Channel 89 at 1740L. The survivor ~ppeared 

-?~)' .. : to be in good shape, despite t-wo broken thigh bones. Jolly Green 36 did not 
receive any battle damage, although all aircraft were well within range of 
several 37mm. si tea. ·Small arms and automatic weapons fire vas drawn and sur­
pressed by the Sandy's, and battle damage was sustained by both ~ 7 and 8. 
Sandy 8 had his hydraulic's shot out. Radio discipline throughout the effort 
was excellent, and the cooperation of Nai1 l2 and SarAy 1 s 5, 6, 7 and 8 was 
responsible for the eA~remely expeditious recovery of the pilot. 

3. {C) The name of the survivor: GENE J. BASEL, Captain, USA?, 354 TFS. 
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4. (U) Crev o o E j6. . ":'-, 'f• ., . . . . . . . . . . -~ .-. ~ ·r ;~ ·-t ~ - ;- ~_.~,. 

DALE L. ODERMAN, Major - RCC . 

GEORGE W'. GREER, Captafn - RCCP 

MICKE! D. BERRY, Sergeant F,-4- FE 

JOSEPH M. DUFF! 1 Sergeant E-4 - RS 

·-~~ 
DALE L. ODEBMAN 1 Major 1 USAF 
Rescue Crev Commarvler 
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Oderman, )2, · 
Springfield, Ore.;'Pilot; Captain Geor!;e W. Greer, 26, Cambridge 
City, Ind., copilot; and Sergeants Joseph H. Da!i)r, 2011 Kan=Jas 
C:i.t:y, 1:o., pararoscueman, and luckey D. Berey, 20, Shreveport, 
La.» the ..night mechanic. Throue;hout the rescue ·_ operation, A. ... lE 
Sandy aircraft . c1·e;•s provided aerial cover for the Jolly Green 
Crew. In all, units of the Jrd .ll~ros!Jace Rescue and Recovery 
Group, of which the 37th A..JtitS is a part, have completed ~re 
tha."'l 1,400 successful rescues since DecEmber 1964. The coiUbat 
clas~ifica.tion resuJ.ts Khen a rescue has been accomplished in 
wh.i.ch the individual rescued has been exposed to en~ act.:i..oh or 
has been recovored from a hostile area.. A no:1-combat l;tave is 
crtldited wnen an in:iividual could have died :in a non-hostile 
envirozlLlent it r~cue !'o'!"ces had not reco'rered h:i.1l. The Jrd 
AR1Gp, headquartered at 'l'an Son Nhut Air Base, COIItllallded by 
Colonel Paul E. Leske, . Orlando, Fla., registered its .first save 
in D~c~ber 1964, when a !ew helicopters and other aircraft 

I' were sent from Pacific-based rescue units to Southeast Asia on 
a te:1porary duty basis. The unit was originally designated as 

i the 38th ARllS. The gronp ha.a t\'lice been a~;arded the Presidential 
Unit Oita.tio~ for outst.a."ltiing ;operations in Southeast Asia.. 
The .fi.t'st wc..s received in January 1966 as the Jath Ait.~ and 
the oth<:r in 1rarch 1967, as the Jrd .AR.RJ-p. · 
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