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.. 
2. (G) ~~ Green 36 (Iar) and 17 (HigJt)' ~ t'l.ying airborne 
al.ert on 6 December 1968, between 14.30L to 16:J>L f'rom Nalrhon Phanolll 
Royal. 1'ha1 AFB, Tbajland• At J.620L a~ vas received from 
Nail 76 stating that Dallas 03 (an F-105 traa Ta.khli) was down; 
approximate position WE 706 335 or 085/61/89. Voice contact had 
been established with the survivor. Jo~ Green 36 and 17 proceeded 
to an orbit point at 085/55/89. Sa.ndies 1, 2, 7, and 8 were 
scrambled and vere airborne at 16~L. Sand;y 1 and 2 proceeded 
directly to the area and 7 and 8 joined the Jollies at the orbit 
pcd . .>tt. The Jollies arrived in the area and held at 6ooO teet 
approximately 5 mUes northwest. of the survivor over high karst. 
'l'he weather enroute and in the area vas clear. Sa.tJey- 1 ami 2 f'l.ev 
low conducting an electronic search tor the survivor and checking 
the area for ground fire. They immediately drev heavy 37mm. and 
automatic weapons fire 2 km southeast of the surv:Lvor and about 
1 to 2 km north of Delta 35. Nail 76 called i.n fast movers (Jet 
fighters) to soften up the gun a..-eas. It was difficult to pin­
point the gun positiOns because they -were firing i..'"l a tl.at 
trajectory and ·not straight up. A.t one instant~ it vas esti!llated 
that between 20-25 rounds burst -wi. thin 5 to 10 seconds. Because 
or approaching darkness, Sandy 1 !:lOVed JoJ.4 36 in closer to the 
scene. It was decided if' the Jolly made his run at tree top level 
he would be below the )7mm. tire. Sandy' 1 asked JoJ.4 36 what he 
thought of attempting the pickup and Jolly ,36 stated he wanted to 
give it a tr,y. From the Jollies position a lov level run ot 
approximately 3 miles down the valley vas required to reach the 
surv:i.vor. At 1715L the JollT started his run~ escorted by Sandy 
7 and 8. Daring the run he was required to pass over _numerous 
small settlements ot 12-15 dwellings and on three occasions received 
automatic -weapons fire. As the Jolly approached the survivor, Sa.nd;r 
1 advised Dalls 03 to ignite a red smoke .. Da:p.as 03 popped his 
smoke and the Jolly Ca!!le to hover over him at 1720L. The Bandies 
formed a daisr chain around the Jolly, firing lllilli-guns and 20mm. 
Sandies advised the Joll1' to stay as lw u possible. The survivor 
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va.a able to m.ove trom the trees to bigh grass area., thus enahl ing 
the Jo1.ly to hover below the tree level. 'lbe forest penetra.tor vas 
used tor the ~ and the survivor vas hoisted on board at 1725L. 
It vas impossible to exit to the north, east, or south due to gun 
positions. ~en the Jol.lr pulled up :trom the hover above the trees, 
tumed aDd started west, the -:J1:ra and 2=-a opened fire. Again the 
gunners were us:ing the weapons as rifles and tiring a flat trajectory­
straight at the Jollies and Bandies. The bursts were overhead and 
at one time Salley 1 was completly surrounded by' them. Daring the 
egress a lJ8W gun position, apprO:simately l km to the north, ope!led 
up on the Jol.l7. 1'he rate ot tire of the gun vas too fast tor "51m. 
and too slow :tor 2.)am. ~ l rolled in on the gun position vbile 
the night engineer, manning the M-60 in the riFt door, tired l.Q0-

·200 rouz:ds at the gun position before it s-topped ti.ring. Twice 
during the exit,. due to intense ground tire, the Bandies advi.sed the 
Joll)r to break right then lett. Regardless of lidch vq ve turned we 
were still picld.ng up the heavy ground :tire ard. the decision was made 
to head due west tor high groUDd. · The Joll.7 again picked up hea17 
automatic weapons fire .frolll the villages dur:Lng- the extt. The flight 
engineer, panning the right gun, fired all 750 rounds of aDIIIlflition·. 
The resaue specialist, manning the l.ett Mo-60 fired approxl.matel.y 100 
rounds before his vea.pon ja~~~~~.ed. He then used. his ~16 to continue 
.tiring untU ve vere safely out of the area. Upon reaching a sate 
area, a climb was made to 8000 t'eet for the flight home. The survivor 
vas in excellent cOlldition 'With a few minor scratches. Sandy 7 a.nd 8 
escorted the Jollies back to channel 89. Weather on the return route 
was the same and JollJ Green 36 and 1. 7 landed at 1800L. Ordnance used 
was botlbs 1 CBlJ 1 20mm and rockets by the Sandies aDd fast JDOVers. The 
Jolly used 850 rounds of M..6o and 4 clips of K-16 amramition. Jo~ 
Green 36 received two hits; one in the main spar ot' a rotor bUide and 
one in the right sponson vhich 'WaS deflected into the fuselage. Badia 
discipline 'WU excellent betveen Sandies, Nail 76, and the Jolly Greens. 
Durl.ng the latter part ot' the :nission, however, several jet flights 
conducted their strikes on guard channel; a condition Wich could have 
adversely affected the SAR effort. Sandies l and 2 and Hall 76 did an 
excellent Job handling t'ast movers and directing Ol:'dnance on the heavy 
guns. The survivor played an outstanding part in the whole operation 
b,y rema j nj ng extremel.1 calm and 'b7 moving into a position tram 'Which 
his recovel'1 vas made in minimum. ti:ne.. He did eveeyth:ing just right 
and is to be commended !or his actions throughout the entire mission. 

3. (C) 'l'he name of the survivor is Captain Ronald M. lla.lker, 
FR.311785l, USAF, 35?th TAC FTR Sq, Takhli AS, Thailand • 
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. 4. (U) Crewmembers of the Jolly Greens were: 

Lt Col Royal A. Brow. 

Major Dale N. Weeden 

H3gt Lee R.. Hlples 

AJ.C . Charles D. ling 
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Capt James E. Oliver 

Capt Glen A. Lint.ner 

Sgt Gregor;r G~ Ga1] agher 

JJ.C Leonard c. Johnson 
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Master Sergeant Lee R. M-!pl.es ttl.stinguished hiJnSelf' by 
heroiSlll while parU.cipating 1n aerial fiight as an BH-.3E Flight 
Jihgineer in Southeast .Asia, on 6 December 1968. On that date, 
Sergeant Maples voluntarU,- deseended t.hrou8h a hail of anti­
!lircraf'f; f'ire to run & three l'!tlle gauntlet of' hea~ autOMe:tic 
wapons fire at tree top level to reach a downed Air Force pilot • 
.U thoueh 'bullets pierced e. rotor blade and smashed through the 
fuse:J..ase, Sergeaut Maples exposed himself' in the open doo~ to 
dtrect the hover end hoist the pilot to s~fety"; without hesitation 
he emptied his machine gun to sUenee a nev gun position that 
threatened the helicopter's oxit route. The outstanding heroism 
and seltleS!: devotion to duty diSpl8\f'8d by Sergeant Maples reO.eet 
gree.t credit upon h!!!'.self' :1Dd the Unlted states Air Force. 


