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Kiaeicm Narrative Report (1-3-037·29 Mar 69) 

,., 

(S) On 29 lfaroh 1969, Joll7 Green 21 (low-) &Dd Joll7 Gnen 22 
(bi&h) ve:e em alert statue at Da lla!J6 AB. At 0340Z both ai1'Cl."aft 
vera scrambled to pick up one su.rvivor (Detroit Lead), located em 
t.be 090 mdial for 22 :om from Chalmel 12· . Joll7 Green 21 took ott 
at 0~5Z, immediatel;r followed 'b7 Joll;r Green 22. Both ai:cza.tt 
wen inatl:ucted to rendeii'YOI18 wi. th tbe Spade at a point 50 ailes 
an tbe 250 deg1'88 md.ial fraa Chumel 77. Jall7 Green 21 8lld. 22 
climbed to an enroute altitude of 8500 teet em top ot a broken 
lqer of oioud.a with tope at appzoxi.Jiatel¥ 7500 feet. IzL fl.iaht 
"risi'bUity vas apProximatel;r four to .rive milea. Jolly Green 21 
arriTed at the reDd.eZTOWS point at 0425Z and made radio ccm.tact 
with Sped Ol aDd S})8.d 02. Spad 01 advised tat tbe7 bad the 8UJ.\oo 

'vivor pin-poin'ted at 281- aUea on tm 090 degree md.ial of channel 
72• Spa4 01 then cileamcl Jolly Green 21 and 22 to proceed tl:cJa 
the reud&n01l8 point to the pick-up uea. Spad 02 proceacled 01.1t 

'bouD:l to intecept the .balioopter aDd lead them into the a:ea. 
Spad 01 l."aalained with the su:r:rivor to sterilize tbe uea. Visual 
ocm:tact coald not be made 'between Spad 02 aDd. Joll7 Gnen 21 due 
to olaud conmp and limited. vi.sibUit7 in base. B'owever, ocm.taot 
-..as made 'betvea Sped 01 BZid. Jolly Gram 21 appmDMtel.7 three 
miles to tha east of the survivor aa Jo1q Gften 21 wu iesceJld.~ 
Spacl 01 adviaed .Toll;r Gmen 21 that .be 1M mdio contact with tbe 
BUJ:"V'iyar 8Dii t!at tba eurvi"f''r VIUI not iDjared.e Ba alsO di.J:actad. 
.Toll7 Green 21 to s'f:lq to the north of the survivor beoaue tbere 
were san posi tiona to the south. '!he termin was axtnaely- moan­
iainoaa in tba pick-up area vi th peaks ~ t'ral 2000 to 7000 
teet to the nort.ba&et. '!he surri.var vas situated. in a mviDe that 
mn pz1erall7 trca nortDiest to southeast. '!he m:rine '1111.8 shaped. 
lib a '"I" vi th a box canyoD at the northwest 8Dd. fcmli ng a jaDctu:a 
of two ridge linea, the aa.et and west bolmdriea of the mvi.De. '!he 
aunivo:z: vaa approx::i.mately- 150 JU1b1 down into tbe mvine awq .rroa 
tbe top ot the eastam ridge liDa. ~ the oppoai te side 9f tbe · 
same zidse wa1 a large ol-.rizlc canta1ning DUMJ:OUS ~· or bllta. 
Spall 01 mportecl tbat he bad pickscl up no g.t'OUDd tire mct··cleancl 
.Tall7 Gnen 21 in to pick up Deuoit Lead. £t this time Joll.7 
GreeD 21 !lad. voioe ccntact with the survivor aZJd jettiacmed his tip 
taDka. Joll7 Gft&n 22 :remeiMd clear and set up an orbit at apprcm-

. 1JIIate1y 5000 feet MSL. Spad 01 preceed.ad Joll7 GJ:e&n 21 into t.ba 
ana aDd dropped. napalm on the weatem side of the mvina. !hen ha 
told Detroit Lead to pop his aoke. '!be aaQke vas clearly- visible 

"-~ to Jolly- Green 21 and visual contact V&S aade vith.t.be survivc:'s 
parac.l:mte aDd then t.be aunivor. .Jolly Green 21 aade a right 
spiraling descent aDd C8ll8 to a buvar over the survivor at 0500Z. 

· It -..as fOUDd tmt there was enough power a"talla'ble to hover, 'but 
not eDOQBh to boiat tbe survivor. A go-arow:ld was initiated ud 
600 aore poaDds ot tuel were dumped, 1ea.vinci Joll7 Gmen 21 with 
700 pounds of tnel in each internal tank. Jolly- Green 21 made 
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another approach and 08118 to a bover over Detroit Lead. lfeanvhile 
Sped 01 aZI4 Spa4 02 ba4 set up a "claiay--cl:ai.n.n Jolly Cb:eezl 21 .t.4 
to hover clown in the m.viDe an a btadiq of 1,0 degl:eeS vit!l a 
qaut&riDa tail vilJd from tbe richt• ~hie vas done in az:der to put 
the 1l&ll of the box C8Zilal in t.ba rear a£ tha &ircmtt ud. allow for 

.an avenue of escape dowr1 the m."rine. In Ol:der to d::op the peetm.tor 
to the surrivor, the aiJ:Cm!t bad to be poeiticmad tightly apinri 
the elope or the ridge line. !rbia put tlw slope on the lett side or 
the aircraft which left the RCC ri t.b •i a; •' hoftr ra!ereacea. )<.llao, 
since tbl ridp· to t.be left ot .Toll7 GfteJl 2l .bad a elope of appJ:OJ:­
aately 60 degrees, the lllaiD J:Ctor 'bl&des were extJ:ea&l7 close to the 
side of tbe hill. !he close praxillity of tbe rotor bl.a4ea to tJJe 
hill aide 8IJd tbe lack or hover zef'erencee ror the RCC necessitated 
close cooztill&tica. between the B.CC aDd the BCCP in o:rder to maintain 
a sta~ hover. !he pick-up was further ctlllpl.ica.ted. b7 turbulence 
caused b7 the viDl blowi.DC ewer t.be ridge linea and. d.CWil tbroagh the 
mvina. The survivor oa11e ca. board Joll7 Green 21 a!'ter approxUaatel7 
seven llimltea of hcmtrillg. Jolly GJ:een 21 then bepn his d.eparture 
in a muth easterl7 d.irection • down the ravine eacorlecl b7 Spad 01 
and Spad 02. .l left tuDl vas made aDd. Joll7 Green d.epa.rted the are& 
Cll a north eaaterl7 heading aacOI!lp8"i ed b7 Joll7 Green 22. .l t this 
tiM .JoU7 G2:HD. 2lllad.e voice contact wit!l CrowA 6 am nqueetecl 
in-tl18ht rei'DeliDa• Since Joll7 G:wen 21 .ba4 to duap an appeci&ble 
amount ot fUel due to gross weight canaideraticme ror a Gel .boYar, 
it was d.wbtful that tbe miallion could have been callpl.eted eucceaa­
fall7 vith.ou.t in-fiigb.t retuelizlg. At 0530Z, Joll7 Gzaen J:elldencuaed. 
vith Cx:owD 6 :tor fUaliJle. Joll7 Green 2l requested, ud. waa given, 
1000 pOUDd.a of fuel. llafUeli.!Jg was acoCIIplia.bad at 8500 feet vi t!Plt 
incident. Crow.D 6 Va.a a d.e.!ini te aaaet to the accC'JIII)liablant of the 
llliaaion. IJ!be crew ahoul.d. be caam:lecl :tor their d.ispl.q" of au-t­
ataDd1ng protessicmaliam• Joll7 Green 2l aDd. 22 laDled. at JJa liang 
at 0600Z. !be surrivor, Detroit Lead, was not iD.jure4 except for 
aizlor ab:aaiona cm his neck, sustained dur.l.Dg ball oa.t. 

(lf) Sanivor: let Lt B.. D. Starford, FB.5l783l4, 3B8 1'IW t 34 !'I'S·· 

(11) Joll7 G:z:een C~bersa 

JOLI,Y GBBBI 21 
BCC llajor llobert B. Booth 
BCCP Capt Kartin E. llicbert 
FB Sgt Duazle I. BelaDl 
PJ Sgt Step.ben !. White 

:mu,y GRiD 22 
llCO Lt Col Benr7 L Sillps011 Jr. 
1tCCP Lt Col Bcaer B. Howell 
'J'E SSgt James L llall 
PJ SSgt Allen J. Avarr 

(11) CCIIIDlellts: Spacl 01 clid a superior job as On Scene COR!Iander. Elis 
directions vue upl.ici t am there was never &r17 doubt in an.yone' a 
J1iM as to v.hat !Ia wanted tbam to d.o. !he planning ad leadership 
displa1K b7 Sped 01 contriba.ted etrectively to the success of this 
particulu SAR llisaiOD·..---------.... 

~~M~;.:-'7 . ~ i• li :'!~-.- . .-<'= a 
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UNCUSS~IED ·we 'ds,z: r -· r' 2 7 

Date: 29 Mar 1969 31 Mar l%9 

Mission lblber: ll-3-037-29 Mar 69 

Fligbt Designation: CrOM1 6 

Distressed Aircratt: Detroit 01 

Location: 0~/2S.S/72 

sans: l, coabat 

1. At ~teq 034CE as CrowD 6 was &plll"'aching ortd.. t we haarcl 
Crown 4 talldng to Spad 01 and Detroit 02. Detroit Lead bad 'bail.ed oat. 
and Detroit 02 vas in 'fOice contact with hill.. Jol.ly Green 2l. 8Dd 22 were 
scrabled ud proceeded to an orbl.t point ·or OC!J/52/12. ~ 01 and 02 
were in the area ot the do1lll pilot aad Spad Ol was designated osc. There 
was another lliasion on Gaard. just 'North or Detroit -1 aDd Crown 4 had to 
tell Spad 01 to stay ott Guard till the other -pickup was made (I.ariot 03) • 

2. Mist7 .31 am U were over Detroit's position and instructed b.T Crown 
to 'W01'k with Spad 01. in the evaluation ot tbe area. CraiG 6 relieved Crown 
4 ·and usuaed CfWMnd ot SAR. Fast DlOYers were requested 1n· the e'WIIIftt 
tbl:y vere needed ror gaa suppression. 

3. At 0424Z Spacl Ol reported no activ.lt:r in the area at &11. net.roit Lea.d 
reported he .. 1D good shape ami had DOt heard an:r acti nt,.. around ldllo 
Crown advised Spad Ol that it wuld. be desirea.bl.e to send Sp8d. 02 Ollt to 
escort the J~ Gre.s into-- the area. Meanwhil.e SaDd7 7, s, 9 ard 10 
and JoU,. Greea 74 aDd 6S were launched trom Chumel ~. Gunfitdtter and 
Bobb:LD fiigbl;a were a:t'8ilab1e it needacl. Tanker vas coord1Dated. 

4. Jol.q Grec n aade the pickup atter haviug aome ditticul.ty tindiDg 
Detroit Lead am drnlpJng tuel. 1D order to honr· for the ¢ckup. Pickup 
acc~Uabed at 0508Z wbile Spad- 01. aad 02 clropJ)ed ordm.Dce- arotmd tie 
aurri."ffO". Jol.l7 Greea 2l...bad requested retueliu,g u SOOIIl as possible a.tter­
pictup. ero-. 6 was 1a cleaeeat wbile thtt pickup was be1Dg ad& 8Di A/R 
vas CClllpleted at· OS28Z'._ Provided Jolq Green 2l 8Dl 22. witb headiDg· to 
n.. ..... _ . '. . 
~· . ·.-·· .~ ... 

5. Forces Utilised:. 

SpadOJ.aa:l02 

lliat7 .31 and 41 

Ora1lge 'l'allker 

JoU,. Green. 21 and 22 

Detroit 02 

S))lld Ol and 02 (Only ones to eJtl)end 
ordnance 

-·· .. --------------------~-----~----------

t 

I 
I 
t 
t 

\ 
[ 
f 

! 
I 



:- ....... 

Despite faulty radi·o COIIIIIUnications. Lt. Busico made contact with 

a rescue helicopter by using his d~ smoke flares and was successfully 

recovered and flown to the Phan Thiet hospital for treatment of his 
73/ 

burns.-

In two events, similar in effect but contrasting in details, an 

RF-4C navigator and an F-105 pilot went through the ejection-downed­

recovered experience within a two week period in March-April, 1969. On 

20 March, lst Lt. Ronald D. Stafford, of the 388th TFW, was hit by 

ground fire on his second attempt at a Bullpup missile launch. Suddenly 

his aircraft was upside down, and then in a spin.~ 

Lt. Stafford described the situation as follows: 
]jj 

••• I continued around OM spi.n in the %'eVO tution and 
made one transnri.ssion: ui'm hit; I'm in a spin." I 
could see the gZ'OfDid coming up at me. I knBIJ I had 
no «mtztot. OVBl' the aircraft. I proceeded to punch 
out • 

• • • I ejected with the mask on., the visO%' dol.1n and my 
hsad at1. ths way back. rhere ~~JaB vsry l.ittt.e tza.bu­
t.enDe 01' fA1i.ndbt.ast. Almost inrnediatel.y I fslt the 
"butt-snapper" sepaNte, and I was in my chute. AU. 
systems ool'ked automatioaZl.y • 

• • • I could see huts belotJ me and to my left. I counted 
ten in az.t. At this time., I think I pi.oksd up sane 
autGirratio weapons fiN from the ground. TheN ~Nm 't 
any trace:re but something ws whi.aaing. past. I cut 
the fOUI" tinss and staned ezpel'inwmti.ng in what direc­
tion I ooutd dil'Sot the ohute • 

• • • I continued IIX)rking IJ'i.th my parachute risel's and 
sUpped toward a l'idge abovs the huts. As I got 
closel' to the trees I put on my mask, l.owel'Sd my 
visol'., and prepared fol' a tHe "Landing. I raised my 
a:tfll8 and put my facs into the crook of my right am. 
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My knees were bent; my seat· pack t.7a.8n 't dsployed. 
I po~~ribly atnlld have pzootected 11f1JBs'Lf bettel' 
from same s~ if I'd deployed my LPlls • 

• • • I hit the tNs oanopy~ which bzeoks l1I1J fa'/,7, sane­
fl1hat. I oontinusd down and hit ths ground fail''ty 
haM. I ended up sliding dorm the hiU faJ18 fozrwazed; 
when I finalZy stopped~ it lJaB a stz.uggle to sit up 
because I t«m on a stup hill. I sat up and found 
the beepel'~ tu.med it off and got out my radio. I 
chsaked to 866 if the l>Qepel' ~ tztansmitting and 
dldn 't get anything. I tlum started tztansmi tting ~ 
"NatJda:y~ Nayclay. " . 

• • • I ccmtinusd to talk flli.th Detztoit 02~ Hiaty 31~ and 
Spad 01. Dul-ing this time I mwed uphi.Z't ten to 
t6Nmty yazods and some of my tlvnsmissions wre being 
aut off by the hi.Us aztOUnd me. I took a bearing to 
the southwst on two AAA pieces and told Misty 31 that 
thsy JJere about two mltes f%tan lilY position. 

Lt. Stafford continued to work with the SAR forces until the jolly 

Greens arrived to pick him up. After SOllie mCIIIIentary confusion caused 

by not knowing which was the High Jolly and which was the Low. he directed 
. ~I 

them over his position and was spotted. He continued:--

••• They WBN Pight OVBl' me and I coutd see the pens­
tl'atol' contlng dwn. I was thinking about letting the 
penetltatozt touch the gl'OUWl first, but groabbed it 
aftel' it hit ths trees to pl'BVtmt it fl'OII sliding dof..m 
the steep stope. I got the strr:zp around me, lot,el'Bd 
two seatsJ and garJs thsm the "thumbs up" to start 
hauling IIJ6 ln. About haZ.f way up~ the chopper began 
to moue out of the area. I l'BIIIindsd mysetf to tst the 
PJ putt. IIJ6 in~ and not trty and heZ.p. 

Lt. Stafford•s final observations on his experience summed up 
·771 

much of what he had done well:---

Ny URl-10 radio ~ t:remendous. Mum the SAR foree 
got close to me I had gl'Bat conrnunication ••• I have no 
Noormrendations to maks. I think it is the indi vidua 'L 's 
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choice fl>hsthezo ozo not to depl.oy the seat kit IA)hsn 
coming in fozo a tree tanding. I happened to hang 
onto. miu. I decitJsd a long tims ago that I was 
not going to dep'Zoy ths kit beoause I di.dn 't ~t 
to har.1s the life zoaft oa-teh in the tzoess and having 
me hung upside-dor,m in ths tzoees. 

A scant two weeks later, the RF-4C backseater began his experience 

in mch the same way (this one over South Vietnam, however) and ended 

it in a successful recovery. In the interim period, a m011entary lapse 

created a feM uncomfortable moments, until he assessed his situation 

and detenained how to get out of it. Fran that mCIIlent on, he did an 

excellent job in contributing to one of the rare night recoveries in 
. !.Y 

SEA records. The Captain described part of his experiences as follows: 

••• LAf!;ezo the ai.l'cztaft oormrmdszo ozod#zoed him to 
ejeut7 I ejee1ted when the aZ.timetezo zoead ?~000 
f~U~t-: I llklB dteol"Umtsd duB to the heavy wathezo~ 
but I think ths ai.zoamft ws right sicls up. I 
assWIIBd the aizoazoaft II)QB ztight sids up. I took 
the baitout position •.• my helmet was seCUZ06 and 
the vi.sozo was tbm ••• I used ths primazoy system. 

I zoemsmb6ZO my head being thztoon back by tM 71ri.nd­
bZast. '.fhs vi.sozo shattezoed and tozoe t»l1J /l'Oftl the 
helmet. I was sti. tz. di.sozoi.snted beoause I was 
twnb'l.ing foZ'fl)aZOd and in the cl.ouds. I don't 
z-ecatz. seat sepal'ation. JIM fizost 'bhing I l'6111em­

bezoed to do aftgzo ejection was .to sepcm:rt:e /f'Om 
the seat but it was a'l.~ gone. That's whsn I 
felt the opening shock of the chute. The shock 
r.JaB ~te. I couZdn 't see the /Chu-teJ aanopy 
be«ZUSe I t.7as in ths ct.ouds. I ooul.d liiire ly make 
out the ground until I was about J~OOO f~U~t above 
it. I dep?.oyed the seat ki~ almost inrntldiately 
the osci.Z.Z.ation stopped. /Authozo's note: Moros 
[Nquently1 the opposite ~d to be the case; 
the pazw:hute O!.,ci. Z Zati.ons increased upon seat 
kit dsp'toyment:.f 
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