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'I ----·------:lZ~T SERIAL NO • 3. OATE AND TIME Of Ml SHAP r· DATE. Of RESCliE·- - . :.UL•!< Of nESCUE VEHICLE 

~ J;;T_,~;; UPPRON ONE, DET ONE (O,Iioftcl) RR3_;72 23 'APR 72 .. 23 APR 72 H 
5. OCCASION FOR RESQJE i . TIME Of OAY 

p ilots . ejected from F-4E in Tonkin .Gulf 0 DAWN (]g DAY 0 DUSK ODARK 0 
7 . AIR TEMP . · r· WATER TEMP . I I . WINO OIRIVEL 

1
1

~l~~";'j2:o+ 
II . SEA STATE liZ . WAVE HGT/FR£0, 

~ 75 "F. 7 5 "F. 150/3 Calm Unknown 
13 . GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION U . TERRAIN DESCAirTION IS . GEH£RAL WEATHER CONDITIONS 
70 22 1 N/1-.07° 07' E open sea good, .sl~ght. haze ~ 1 
16 . AESQJE VEHICLE TYPE/MODEL 17 . LOCATION/DVTYIREAO'INESS STATUS WHEN ALERTED 

H eli copter SH~3G Airborne 14 miles East of ·crash site. 
18 . IACKUP RESCUE MEANS II. LOCATION/DUTY/READINESS STATUS WHEN ALERTED 

H eli copter HH~3A Airborne 45 miles North of crash · .site. ?b 
ZO . HELOS OHLY 1 

a HOVER HGT/ALT ABOVE TERRAIN 
·. 30 •. 

b PRESSURE AL T 
. +155 1 

c . DENSITY AL T 1550 . 0 

I DEN'r IF ICA'rl ON 

21a . 
NAME/RANK/RATE 

eith L. K 
E LLIASON, LT 

D 
s 

oug1as 
NIDER, 

H. 
t.TJG 

ohn J 
MA 

(NMN) 
SAVEG, 

dwin E 
AD 

E. 
J3 

ADJ3. 

RUST 

b. 
DUTY ON 

RESCUE VEHICLE 

HAC 
.. 

pilot 

Co- ·.· 

pilot 

First · 
~rewman 

. I 

~rid 
~rewman 
;::,,,.; mmo,.. 

SECTION B. RESCUE PERSONNEL DATA (ALL PERSONS) 
TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE .. I d. NO. OF P·l CKUPS 6 CAPACITY 

RESCUE TRAINING. WHEN ; WHERE 
ACTUAL PRACTICE 

HS-10 ·.Jul. · 70 
HC-1 A~9· 70" - present 5 80 

HS-10 Aug. 71 ·- Nov. 71 · 
HC-1 . :Bee. :: ·?-1 ,.;. present 2 50 

HC-5 Aug. 71 - Oct. 71 
HC-1 Nov. : 11 - pres~nt '2 120 

HC-5 .Sep •. 71 - N.ov. 71 
HC-1 Dec. 71 - present 2 95 

zz . 5!'ECI AL RESCUE EQJIPMENT 1123. SPECIAL RESCUER CLOTHING/EQUIPMENT 

A 
L 

,D, 
I pI 

25a. 

26a. 

27a . 

28a. 

(USE IDENTIFYING L£1TEIIS FlfOIJ LISTS ON lfEV£/ISE SIDE) 

AVAILAILE NUDED USED AVAILAILE 

'J I K,tr Aircrew A,B,:C,F,G,H, 
R, S,Y 0in~ & · y (MK-B) r ng 

SECTION C. TIME SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 
EVENT METHOD TIME 

ALERT RECEIVED b. UHF c. 1459H d. 

(0 i1 (•ftt~ fo Sc11u) 

1459H VEHICLE DEPARTED b. 14 m~les c. d. 

ARRIVED ON SCENE . ~~~ c. 1506.H ·d. 

Radar. vector trom I LG. 31· ·Radio. vecto r . 

LOCATED SURVIVO_R from Wine ~an and survivor c. 1506H d. 

NEEDED USED 

B,C. 

PROBLEMS, ETC. 

(Dola711u .. u) 

(I:Aroato} 

f .. 
STATEMENT 
ATTACHED 

YES NO 

IX] 0 

IX] 0 

G{] 0 

liJ 0 
24. 

CRE""'AN 
LEFT RESCUE 

VEHICLE 

YES NO 

~ D 

sw~mmer reached (Utt ••ahr1 /r•• lhC 011 rfW«rtf •iJ•J 
29a . BEGAN RETRIEVAL b.first survivor c. 1507H d. 

~ 

•. 1510H Sw~mmer and two surv~vor s 
30o. ENDED RETRIEVAL b. d. aboard aircraft 

(Loeo lion) 

(0LG~3I) 31a, SURVIVOR DISEMBARKED b. •. 1518H d. uss STERETT 
32. TOTAL SAR TIME-THIS VEHICLE. THIS RESOJE 33. TOTAL SAR TIME-ALL UNITS. THIS RESCUE 

0 HRS. 
19 - MIN. ~~OWN MIN. 

PLATE NO. 14735(1) 



34o . 
NAME/RANK/RAT£ 

1 .Charles HALL 

MAJ ORCY~W 
. 2. .Lee BOUGHNER 

1/ LT, · USAF 

3!141. 

•• I<C~IQIST 

F-4E 

:· ·~ ., ... ,_ ... 
-· ·· · ·-----·----~------

PERSONNEL RESCUEP/RECOVEREO BY THIS VEHICLE 
AIRCRAFT MISHAP DATA .. 

PESCRII[ APPAIIEJIT PHYSICAL 
c. ·- d • roSITIOOI CDNOITIONIINJURIES 

UNKNOWN Pilo.t NONE 

39.0th .TFS RIO Injury. to .leg 

PERSONNEL NOT ~ESCUEO/RECOVEREO BY THIS VEHICLE 

IU48ER RESCUED BY OTHER NEAliS 

, ... 
MNEII NOT RESOJEO 

SECTION E. IlifF RARAATIYE OF REJCUE EPISOD£ (AttacA ••p•r•t• tAoott, C/ noc••••r1J 

If·,:; T~;;;~ 
ATTAOIED 

YES 1'10 

[] . OJ 
0 KJ. 

0 0 
0 D 

7 . 

An Air Force F-4E was crossing the beach heading West near Dong Hoi 
when it was hit by AAA • . The - pilot made a . l80°. turn and ejected success­
.fully over the water. A KITTY HAWK ~gel, who had just .. completed a 
logistics run in the area, was. vectored to the scene by. the uss STERETT. 
The Hel·o :crew successfully picked up both survivors approximately 13 · 
miles off the coast of North Vietnam and s ·afely brought .them to the 
STERETT where they received medi-cal attention. · · · 

31 . C1.AIIt FICATIOH M 'ACTI UI'ORU:D tN SECTION I A..O MO AOOITIOHM. qlTAILI. (lef., te (Ua IIUhr: ) 

lt . STATEMENTS/I'ItCo.iloltHoATtONS OF 11£SQJ[ PEIISONitEL·. (Ait•cA oa up&roto oAoou •) 
40 . sTATDIOITS/IIE<:tM4910ATIOHS OF -SUllY I 'fOilS, (AC lacA oft uperoh ollodo.) 
U. NNE. T ITLE. St~AT\1111 OF liU .. l TTIHii Of'FIC:tAL 

LT Keith L • . ELLIASON, USNR, HC-1 DET 1 SAFETY · OFF·ICER 

' 43. NIIME , TITLE, St~ATUII£ OF FORWAIIOIHC: OFFICIAL 

4Z , ES TlloiA TE 14AN• NCURS S"ENT OH 
THI 5 REPORT 

28 

LCDR Ralph E ·. POWELL, U.SN, HC-1 DET 1 OFFICER IN .CHARGE 27. :APRIL 1972 

run: ""· c+n-5 (>) 

G 



STATErl.iENT OF 
LT KEITH L. ELLIASON 

. AIRCRAFT COMMANDER/ANGEL 007/149724. 

On 23 April 1972, I was Aircraft Commander of an SH~3G 
helicopter. We had just .completed a logistics run to North­
\'lestern Tonkin_ Gulf area and were ·returning to the uss KITTY 
HAWK. We were flying at. 3000 '· headi~g approximate·ly 140° under 
positive radar control of the USS STERETT (DLG~3I). I spotted 
a column of smoke rising into the air .at our 2 O'clock and 
about _20 miles away. We informed STERETT of this and asked 
if they wanted us to ·go in closer to investigate. They directed 
us to turn towards the smoke. · We did so and descended to approx­
imately 500'. We then heard a beeper on guard and asJ{ed the 
STERETT if there was a SAR in progress in the area. . They said, 
"yes" and we asked ·if we could be of any assistance. The time 
was 1459H. Since we were the only helo in the immediate vicinity, 
they started giving us. vectors in towards the crash scene. I 
told my crew· to prepare for res'·cue. As we came closer to the 
smoke, we observed red flashes at our 12 .O'clock position some­
where between us and the beach. Our first thought was that 
they were tracers or pencil flares being fired · by. the survivors. 
The flashes kept up and we determined that it was gunfire coming 
from the beach. We lowered down to 100' or less and increased· 
our speed to 140 knots .. About this time, we observed an Air 

·. Force F-4 flying very low at .about ·our 1 0' clock pos.i tion and 
about 6 miles. · The Phantom pilot directed us to head about 230° 
to the survivor. The survivor then came up on his radio, told 
us he saw us and told us to come further right.. .He called our 
roll out and said we were heading right for him. We then saw 
him. We .. could also see the beach ·quite clearly and it looked 
to. be about 10-.15 miles away at .this time. Approaching him,. I 
quickly maneuvered the aircraft to a ·hover over. the survivor 
heading 150°. The wind was fairly calm ·but appeared to be from 
that direction. I lowered down. to 10' and we jumped the swimmer 
into the wate·r to . aid the survivor. He quickly readied the 
survivor for the pickup and the first crewman again talked me 
over the survivor for the pickup. The co-pilot spotted a 
second survivorat ·about his 8 O'clock position and one-half 
mile away. As soon as the crewman cleared me, I tr.ansitioned 
to forward flight. At about ·Go .knots, I started on 'S' turn 
to the left .arriving in a hover over the second _survivor. I 
](.ept telling my crewmen to. expedite: as I didn It know how . close 
we were · to· the beach. We let down to 10' and the· swimmer jumped. 
We backed off to the left while he readied the second survivor. 
He gave us a "thumbs up" and the first crewman ~gain talked me 
in· for the pickup.. He quickly hoisted them safely. up, seated 
the survivors and cleared us to break hover. I tr.ansitioned 
to 200 '· and 144 · knots and headed East, while the co-pilot 
moni to.red the torque and commun:i,cated our success to the STERETT. 
The co-pilot handle<;l the radios thro~ghout the· SAR mission. 



STATEMENT OF 
LT KEITH L. ELLIASON 

The ST~RETT then gave us. vectors to her for a landing. She 
'l.'las about 20 miles Northeast of . the - rescue scene; tve ·landed, 
on the STERETT .at 1518H, shut .down and the .survivors were taken 
to r-iedical· for checlcup and treatment. We later returned them 
to their squadro·n il1 Da Nang. Thr.oughout the entire SAR operation, 
my cre~;;T 1;\TOrked extremely Well together, .each .'person doing his 
job thoroughly and expeditiously when the t ·ime. came·. This 
excellent· coordination enabled us. to: complete the .SAR operation 
in a minimum amount of time. 

2. ·. 
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STAT;EMENT OF 
LTJG DOUGLAS H. SNIDER 

· Co-PILOT/ANGEL 007/149724 

On the twenty-third of April I was the co-pilot of a SH-3G 
helicopter. We had j .ust left the USS OKLAHOMA CITY on what 
was to be our last leg of a logistic route covering the North 
Tonkin ,Gulf when we noticed a large build-up of smoke coming 
from qur 3 O'clock position, later defined as approximately 
13 miles off the coast · o~ North Vietnam. After contapting the 
OKLAHOI~ CITY and reporting this smoke we were requested by 
the STE~TT to go investigate. Upon turning to the smoke we 
heard a beeper and numerous calls on guard. After power was 
brought up I verified that our n~er one. J;adio was c;>n Helo. 
Common so we· could talk with the STERETT and switch the qther 
to guard so I might possibly get a cut on the ~ext beeper or 
transmission. Also at this time we had the first crewman go 
aft . and aid the swinuner in readying for the oncoming SAR. A .. 
co~ple items might be ~oted. We were a logistic run and luckily 
had just a minimUm amount of mail and cargo plus one passenger, 
and al·so the small bursts we noted coming from the areas of 
the beach which ·we ·took for flares, but reali~ed · differently 
when both surv~vors said. they had ·used none of their signaling 
devices. As . the crewman were getting in place f" we began looking 
for the survivors. I heard the on scene Commander, an F-4 over­
head, tell ~ING ~at what appeared to be a Navy Helo was on 
scene and I pJ;"omptly rogered that on guard. Th~ STERETT gave 
us a small vector to the right and on the F-4's next pass he 
dipped a wing over ~e survivor. By this time the downed pilot 

. ·was giving us a vector and we were soon near him. · The HAC 
slowed the helo down, got it into the wind and prior to the 
manual approach I informed the STERETT we were over the downed 
i,Qan, I back.ed the HAC u,p on his approach and as soon as t..'ile · 

. first crewmari· had the survivor in ·sight he vectored us over him 
a.z:t<I as .we lowered to approximate·ly to·· the swinuner jumped. He 
found the su.rvivor to be in good shape, gave a "thumbs uP", 
hooked the man and himself tQ the hoist and the first crewman 
br6ught them up into the helo. Just prior to their entering · 
the helo I noticed a bright orange object at my 9 O'clock 

. po~,i.tion and on second giance found it to be · the "RI0 11 approx­
imately 1000 yard~. away. As soon as the fi.rst crewman cleared 
US ' for forward flight and said the ·fir!;jt survivor WaS alright, 
I vectored the pilot overhead to the second roan. In the same 
manner as the first pickup, we shot a manual approach to a 
hover. The swimmer jumped a~ 10 • and soon · the second survivor 
was on his way· up. the hoist. · He told the sw.immer that his leg 
hutt ·so the crewma~ carefully brought him into the helo and 
after he wa$ positioned on the deck, the helO was brought out 
of a hover and we headed to the STERETT for a Medlcal Officer 
to examine our new passengers. 

,(, .. 



STATEIV'..ENT OF 
. ADJ3 JOHN HASAVEG 

FIRST CREM-1AN/ANGEL 007/149724 

On 23 ·April 1972, while flying a logistics run for. the USS 
KITTY HAWK (CVA-63), an Air Force F-4 was hit by AAA and went 
into the water about 20 miles Southeast of Dong Hoi. We had 
just lifted off the USS OKLAHOMA CITY after . refueling and saw 
what· appeared to be at fir.st, stack gas off a destroyer. After 
looking at it for awhile, it seemed. to be smoke · from a burning 
aircraft. My piiot,. LT Keith ELLIASON noti.fied the USS STERETT 
(0LG~·3l) ·of our sighting. A few seconds later we hearq a beeper. 

My pilot again notified the USS STERETT of the smoke and also 
· the beeper. The STERETT then requested us to investigate the 

area. We proceeded . to the are~ where the smoke was rising from. 
I informed my second .. crewman (ADJ3 ·RUST) .to get ready for a 
possible rescue. We ·then saw another Air, Force F-4 ·aircraft 
flyi~g low ov.er the smoki~g ·area. The pilots notified the 
uss STERETT . . theri \'le started getting. vectors from the uss 
STERETT to the two downed pllots. · While appr6aching the area, · 
we started receiving vectors from the downed pilots themselves. 
At .this time I informed my p~lot that I was ·unst'rapping and 

. . · goi~g aft to make ready the necessary gear needed · for · the res.cue. 
When I had this. completed and had my second crewman ready, -I 
informed my pilot. He then made his approach over the first 
downed pilot. At . this time I turned off my radios for better 
communication between my pilot and me. At about 10 •· . . away from 
the survivor and at .about 10' and no forward speed; I informed 
my p.ilot I was going to have my second crewman jump. He gave 
me clearance and I · patted my second crewman on the shoulder. 
He made a good descent into the water. I received a 11 thumbs up" 
and informed the pilot·. I then vectored my pilot left and aft 
to keep the helo's rotor wash just outside of the area of my 
second crewman. After checking the survivor over for injuries 
my second crewman gave me a second 11 thumbs up 11

• With the horse 
collar attached to the large hook at one end I .started to lower 
.it while I d·irected my pilot again into a hover over both my 
second crewman and the survivor. · The horse collar made contact 
with the water about 5' from my second crewman. Then my second 
crewman hooked himself to the pilots "O" ring and the rescue 
hook .to his own "0" ring. I received .a third thumbs up and 
informed my pilot that . weight was coming on the aircraft. I 
then hoisted both my second crewman and the survivor up into 
the helo. r · informed the pilot that he was . cleared .to break 
hover and proceed . to the second survivor. I closed the ca!go 
door at this time, then informed my second crewman that he would 
have to descend onee ·more for the second survivor •. While on 
approach, I seated the first survivor and made ready my _second 
crewman for his fina.l .jump. We then ·came in on approach to the 
second survivor and again at about '10' altitude and no forward 

· speed, I informed my. pilot I was going to have RUST .jump. M~ 
pilot gave me clearance and I patted. my second ·crewman on the 
shoulder. He made ano.ther good descent into. the water about 
15' ·from the .second surv~vor ,". and. gave me a thumbs ·· up. I 

; 0 
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S'!II~l'BH.T:;Ifi OF 
Ent~IN E. 'RtTST, ADJ3 

St-:;COND CH:et·JB.i'tN/lHlG~ T ... 007/l •B724 

en the -afternoon of su:nrlay ,· 23 7>p ril 1.972 ~ I was flying as second 
crr.Mtnr:m · in a HET...SUPPRON OHE, DET oru: SH·· JG. orre • ..,ere on th~ last 
lesr of a logistics run and had just. lifte::J off the ·deck of t he 
USS OKL.M!OHA C!TY·, '-t hen we noticed a larg~ ·!lm.oke at about our 
three O'olo.C!k . After r~questing infor:m.~tlon on ·tha s moJ:.e from 
the. OI\LP .. U0~4A CITY, ,.fi th negtt.ti ve re sul tn, t>~~ '1e.:::-e instructed 
by the USS STER!':TT to he.ad towar•;l:; th$ s m.ok¢ and investigate itt 
closer and visun.lly . Luckily ~·e he.d. vary littlo reail and only 
oue. passonge.r left on board the aircraft. 1\.$ we were .flying 
clo5er we. heard a beeper on guard. pl~;;; radio transactions on 
guard which indicated a, cl~LuJh. At this ti.me l reported o,,..er 
tne i.c.s. that. I ~-:ra.s · unstrapping to get into· rtl.y awim gear, a 
slight:ly longer than normal job a.s t "'ear full !light 9ear 
inst:ch~d of swim gear \-thile en logi~tics runs. During this titne 
l was t:mhooked from radios and I. c. s. , therefore I could not »e 
.sure exactly wha.t was qoing on. 

When I was fully outfitted for the rescue I came up on ICS 
an.d or,raa 1nfqrmet:f that there were one or · n~ore men in the \-later. 
As the S'l'ERETT and one of tbe d.ownaci pilots vectored us in, it 
was appar$nt that if the downed pilot could s~e us we ittUSt be. 
cloGe, tlvareforG I unplugged fror:~ ICS again~· got ria of my helmet,· 
and put on rc.y swim mask and. fins .so as to be ready for an 
immediate water entrt. 

At this tirne ·first c:rewman John HA~AVEG had aighteci the 
s-urvivor and began talking the pilot over the survivorf" . wbo .. 
looket.d to be in 900d shape; sitt;ng. in his raft. John ~,~-P.#.*-4 ·. 
m.0 on the shoulder three times as a siqn~ for me to jump. I 
la~ded in the water. about f~ve yards away from the aurvivo~ 
'fJJ.hcf\~ad slid out of his raft. As I approached the survivcr, 
I . "'-sked hir.1 if he \or as alright. He~ replied, "yes .. , I "'m fine 
and awful· happ.y .to see you! <~ Next I swam. under and around the 
survivor and found 1'tim free of all lines.. After I ~Tara confid.ent 
he vas not attached to anything and had. no api-1~ent injuries, 
I found an ''10~ ring on the :right front aide of his torso-harness 
which lookad acoure and sturdy enough to use. in th~ hoisting 
operation. I .t was then I became a.varo that ne was· an Air Forc:e 
pilot because of tho d iffc.n-;ence .in h:i.s hatrne:F.HJ ru~cl flotation 
device. · 'L'h.e aurvivor as!lured tne that the lD>~rill9' I was holding 
was qood and strong so I 'fastened the hook on ~ svim:me:t·s harnes~ 
to it and gave thwTibs up sic;nnl to the first cr~.wman ir~ the lu~lo 
to let hill) h:nov I was ready a11d everything . t;l'as (!&lriqht. h .. hen 
the nelo oame back overhe(td and the hoist WM lo~<~ered down I 

. hooked m)t D-ring into the larqG hook en the holst tmd gave 
anclt..l)er thumbs up. As .the survivor and inyse lf were b c,ing 



S'J.':.-11_~\.'Er.-~:bN•.r- OF 
1\.D,J3 :t:r.x:·~IN !::. • PU~.i'l' 

hoi8t.::od ·up I not.ic('. ,j, s~ve::al F-~ 4 ~hnnto1~1~.s in t he· !3ky ov.;:.rheed. 
I a.l~o f!ii!i.W fla~lw:s on the · beach which lool';.~ ;:1. to lti.e likt;; art.~.lle.ry 
tire dll:'e7.ct..:~d our •t:ay. r didn I· t 11otice a.'1.y puffs of sroob£ or. 
tracers,. J.v.Jw·r;Jvcr. 

Wh~?-r~ \'It:!. :.·'-eared t he bot.tom of th'~ helo I P·U$h£~d a.r • .-~ay from it so · 
nei th.er r-.ty:&cl f or the ~ urvi vo.r •·tould hit it. As \i;:; r•3:ic.heci 
tho cargo door~ tht~ fir-Eit clif,r~an John H:'\SA'\t.f~G positioned the 
~un~i vor between the docxwa;ty a."ld m~;e~:~lf e~d gav .. ~ alack on the 
cable as he pullo.d the aurvi vor in m1d ! pushed in. After "1:111! . 

we~e ho-'Ch :safely aboard, tl:1e firs.t ere\tman informed ~ that 
there was another roan in the water and w~ vcre going aftar him 
too. So I 90t squar:e:d. a<;;ay for another water ent.r.t; and. qot 
~'le first uurvivor fo~,·ard, out of 'the wa:y a-o we . '~ould have 
room to make another pi(".kup... ·T:'1e ser.,.ond piqi,up· \.,as just like 
the first one except t.~at the . seoond survivor. was injured on 
his ri9'~rt leg~ \'lhila I Wfl;S in .the "tol.!t.ter with ·the second 
sur·"ivor, X asked hitn if he t-.7aG alri.ght and he. did not mention 
his l~g hurt.ing, howov~r,. as we were gettil'lt; him inside 'the 
h~lo l&e told uQ) to he car,:,ful of his right ·-leg as it ttas soro • 
• \ftar we ha·d him safely aboard I lookad a,t his leg, but it did 
not appear to be too serious so I decided it was b$St to leave 
it !n3ide his fliqht qear which was tight enouqh to serve aB 
a inlprovi:G~l ·spl-int. 

At t.hi.s time I put 1\1".:" hclme.t hack on and plugqed into the !.c.s. 
and found out that we w~re qo!ng to land as guiakly as possible 
on · the · uas S?ERETT . who~e corpsmen "-'CH1ld he waiti11g to cheek 
the surv:iw,rs eondit:J.on. 

I fi«JUred it would be .. a litt;te while before w~ landed sot 
opened ' s can ·of soda $nd qave each survivor a drink and tooh 
one m.y~elf.. Aft.er we landed., on t.h.e S'l'ER.B'J.Vr I put t.~e injured 
surv$.vor on a stx:etcher provilde&.· by the ship and turned both 
survivors over to the corpsman .. 




