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MAY 1, 1981 

"A CRY FROM THE ABYSS" 

(an evening of poetry and songs) 

PROGRAM 

1. INTRODUCTION OF PROGRAM. (VIETNAMESE STUDENT ASSOC., UCB) 

2. INTRODUCTION OF AUTHOR BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH (PRISONER-POET 
NGUYEN CHI THIEN) AND HIS POETRY COLLECTION. 

3. INTRODUCTION OF PANEL MEMBERS. 

(\ _iAt ~ tA~ 

"9J RLE SUBJ . 

• 

4. ENGLISH POETRY READING (TRANSLATION) AND TYPICAL VIETNAMESE 
STYLE RECITAL WITH ACCOMPANIMEN!l' OF 16-STRING ZITHER. 

S. SONGS FROM THE POETRY COLLECTION, PUT INTO MUSIC BY PHAM DUY, 
FAMOUS VIETNAMESE COMPOSER. 

6. DISCUSSION : 5 POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM VIETNAM. 

ftk,~>"''lu." I 

lt U ln the na•• of •illlone ar lnnocea\ 

ocUu of tb• dictat.orahip •lHadJ fallen or 

a\111..IMlD& nCr•r•d a alow and painful deaUI 

la ihe co-.1at. priMtna , that I urge yu~ t.o 

"hYe t.heee pua .. publiataed in your Cre• u1W.. 

try • Tbia la t.h• lru.i t. ot •1 twenty J-nt a• 
det.enu.on • l \bink that 1t belo"I'• t.n,.. u• • t.ba 

YlcUM , •n• than anybody eln to !•icl'lM 
to Uia .orld tbe 1ncrad1ble autrerlng-a. or oar 

people oppnued and tortured .. rcu .. 111 • 

rr• .,. t.roll:en lite there r.-1•• bu\ 'OM 

dr ... 1 lt la to H• the lar1aat poaait.le .._ 

Mr of •• a.U:ened to U1e fact t.Mt C~l• 

le u eacal'90\lll ca1 .. u1 tor .. u1nd • 

Pl .... accep\ , Gen\le.aa , \be Hpreul .. 

ot dHp 1n\ltude fro• .,.Mlt aa .. u u tna. · 

., -JoriwC c-..9:10\• t 

The author's hand-written letter, in French, and its English 
translation, in which he asked a diplomat in Hanoi to ·\l'~ng 
his poetry collection out of Vietnam. 



~LIPO 
one• u Po raiaed h.l.a head co look ac th• bright moa. 
Then bawecl h1'1 tut.a llialllaa hi.a native land. 
:low· I. raia• .., he..t to look at ch• d..-cy cobweb, 
Bow ..,.he..t, kill th• lie•. collect ch• •cattered rice. 
r.1 Po; drun&en, pro11 hi.a lep on ch• lting of Tang'• belly, 
I, faint fr011 hunger, dizzily put .., leg• on ch• r..-cyfettera. 
r.1 Po lived in ch• dark aa• of maarchiaa, 
of cruel faudaliaa, where Fl.llDOM had yet co esiat, 
llov I'• living in ch• cosy, veil-fed eo-mut , 
Age of Ha1111ineu, of Ubeny, of Pandia• on earth. 
Hoot. unfon111111w for Li Po: lie* fortunate for •! 

• I: CAii ll!VOUK/ DfVIllCllLI 

L- can devour pounda of uncooked aanioc: 
lleiic:i-ly u if they wen chocolate! 
Tou adain • for beiaa mre taleaud t1u1D • pig? 
t'• living in a Viet Coll& priaoa! 

to the cold vlncer, .... tb• viDd la roariq turi-ly 
Soaking .,aelf in th• a1.dcll• of icy ac~. flab up th• 

bulloo trunU. . 
Do you tbink ., aldD la ...ie of bronu. .., bone of iron? 
I'm.living in a Viet Coag priaon! 

Th• plac:• vben I li• la cveacy inch• vide, B•- cwo i-cu Geilllbon, one le119r, the other 
tuberc:uloaill ! 

Pl- tall •• friellll. vbatala• Cllll I do? 
I 'a Uri.De in a Viet C0q prison! 

..... llILL BB A DAY 

nien v1ll be a day ..... today'. - will mr- ..., hta .-. 
chaiM, Pany and flq 

a.aa1e:1ng hia mvrnins INllll. sticking out hta crutchell born 
ot inj..-tic•! 

To c- h- to ancestral hall.a and toab• and fonfaehera vholl 
for dec:ade9 he vu forced co forget 

ill the hatnd ad poi-. f- born thereof will fade away 
in the illc•- --U, intD th• b..-

E-ryoae will be shoeed out of the nightmare 
Tli•· decai,,.n aa veil u the victim of violence vill •UfTi-

co. c- hoae out of put deeclAI 
On·che remion day of brotherly 11199 
Aa they stand together 9hartng the •- lou• 
s-· dHlllY reiimtent, other in rft119Ctful escit-t 
All Chey lay reunion vreadla OD Che anc:•tral gr.,,_, mark the 

era of whit• dia119n vianint aver the red flag! 
n..- -thing flutft of berdboya 
And· Che ringing love of country will r911lace rhe Po-rvard Soldier 

song and the International• shall be the kit• flute song in 
eh• blua sky! 

e·. P1llDll APE TO !WI 

F~ a119 co aan, aillioa of yeara gone by. 
Froa - co •II•• how _, yura? 
!!aokilld, plea• c- to viait 
nte conceacratioa cups in th• !Mart of the thic:keet jungl•! 
Naked prisoners, ·caking badla together in harda 
Living in iil-..Uiq darllll- with lice and mequicoee, 
Fighting 411ech other for a piece of Mlli'>C or sv-t pocatoe 
Chained, •bot, drag9d, dit up at will by their ca11con 
llaat Ull and th~ __, for the rats co sn- at their breath! 
n>is ltind of a119 la aot fut but very slow 1D action, indeed 
Quit• different frOll that of th• ~t• prahiacory 
!hey ara hungry, they an thin aa toothpicks 
And yet th•Y do produce th• nation'• ruourca all year long 
Maa&ind, pl- c- -viait! 

•. F. IJlllJ>Rl':N .\Aki S'fHB\ILt7~ nt.t: ~~:GlHE. . 

,,..., ,,j ill11 arm 111 t.itt.,.,.... "LIFE OUTCAS'l'S" 
tll• <>th•r "'EXCD:DlllC HATllED" 
Oh· -rid Citll you believe 
TI1a LI an eight-y•ar old prill<>ncr? 
O<r ., lo>ng journl1t11 froa prt.wn co prbon, 
1 tiave •t -<housanda of chilJnn 11r1>1onen llk• hl• 

n-... diildreo wll<> -ra the sJllbol of Ch• regi•, 
tt;_ .:o•lY chttY -ra on tb• first day Chay wera put ln prison! 
T->dliling around, thay d1da' t need to. wear panes: 
Tliw pri.iooer''I sh.irta already covered th-, co th• co­
io1n._yo1ara .,av• pusad so rapidly, nov they re !lrowR 
~~r facu o1r1 t- • ~-. thair characters crual l.l- .. -tr ,., .... ·, · :J -:urse, .. king exc911tion for none, 
1- , kill tor .. n: c af aeoioc:, a·potatoe! 

• DISCOVD TRI CULPIIT AT OllCl/"lllA"l OLD lllOMAll 

That old - ia sisty yun old, 
Why can't sbe peddle potatnee OD th• roadaicle? 
That old - ia •-CJ yearfi,.. 
Why tan' t he ellCUMll from 110litic:al -ti.111a? 
Freedoa! How it la preci- to •! 
Why is prt.an ., pes-t r•idellt? 
That young - has be- in ch• aray forner 
Why did th• police arr•t hf.a? 
That uotuc:nwil boy should go co school 
Why did. h• graduate ao ._ to th• vork CAmll? 
Hy friend, who ia ntnordinarily educated 
Why 1a he now a tmercular road .. ndar? 
That gentl...a, soa of a preatigioua Confucian teacher 
Why did he aceal and turn out to be th• object of public acorn? 
That young lady, fresh and geatl• aa a roae 
Why -t aha give henelf so quickly, just for a ch•ll bowl 

of soup? 
'"1• rauon for all of th .. • atori• need not be looked coo far: 
It's easy to diac.,..r the ansver: in the rad baaner and briRbt 

yellow stai:! 

- Tll PAR'l'T MISTUA?!D Ml 
• Th• parcy baniabed • to th• juagle, intaded co tnmf~ • 

into th• fertil1- for -1oc. 
I b- a skillful huaur aad ~ back with ....U chum' aDll 
rh~' bonm. 

Th• party d~ - into th• .... ho"9d that t -1.d be 
submrpd co th• botc... 

I bee- a good di..r, aad roe• to the surface with ~ 
pearl.a aad •bella. 

Th• part7 buried • in th• dark ground, hOlled that t -U cum 
into black..- there, 

t b- a succ-ful aiDer, and digpd up treae- aad tr--· Not di.amad aina or gold ore for Dic:a and tiny j-1.a, 
But urant .. ore co ..U an atamic boalt! 
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• !roe)1000 to(2000 pr1-H 

• tro• 1000 co JODO pr1-n 

• troe 5000 to 8000 pruo ..... 

-ucauoa eu,. 1 

• 1 .. a uiaa 2000•sCu4enu• 

A•ra tMa JOOO'Swc&eau• 
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