
... 
• 

• 

[) . 

/ (au. t 

Vol 3, No 5 

vc 
The day was ~.n as the trl.da.fternoon sun bea.t down. 

What ha.d been a quiet , routine day for the "duoks" on road 

security abruptly ohanged into a fire fight with a sud­

denly bold eneJl'Y. 

One duck a.nd a command jeep were set up just south of 

Sa. Huynh on Q;L 1 when the driver c;f a. oi vilian bu.s stoPPDi 

and told the men that a truck had overturned two kilo­

meters to the south. 

"Ve irrhllodiately took off for the location," 

Staff Sergear,t James Neal, Kingsport Tennessee, "and 

soon as ,·Ie sa.w the trucl{ ,w could sec that an ambu.sh 

just occurred." 

said 
as 

had 

The 2';;' ton truck oe}TJing 20 .t'1a.me throwers had over­

turned , .. h,m it went out of control and ran up tho side of 

a berm, 

""'e found a wounded GI near the berm, and he told 'LtS 

that the truck had been a';lO>J.shed O1J 10 to 12 ve," said 

, Specialist Four John Lewis. Boynton Beach, Florida. 

Specialis t Four l'h.J:'lt Je,cl'",.son, ?1on:JU.'" !lidge 

qui,ckly adl:d.nistered first aid to the ',fQurui8d man 

stayed vii th him until h8 coc:lC! be dusted off. 

"ThG quick reaction by 

tho men on the ducks undouot-­

edly prevcntGd th0 VC from ca;?­

turing the flame thro;rcrs," 

said :Battalicn Commandor HI'C 

. Vernon B~ Sones • 
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Avvo.rds Fo;" 
Spt Lucas Man t u\\ez 

Duxing the period 20 Octcber 1970 
to 23 Jarruary 1971,5p4 lucas I'iontanez 
has distinguished himself by excep­
tionally meritorious achievement ,;hile 
SCl"ViW, as a platoon medic with Co C 
4th 3n 21st Inf. ~~ring this period, 
5r4 }bntanez has sho,m. the highest de­
~~eF. of professional competence and 
devotio.c: to duty'as he unselfishly ad­
minis'i;ered medical assistance to the 
men of C Co. 

On four separate occasions 5p4 
M:mt2.nez has be~n credited with sav­
in'S the lives of five of hi s fello,; 
solc1iers ~Tho had suffered t:rtWmatie 
am·"utntions due to hostile boob",­
tro.:"Cl. On 20 October 1970 one man 
,;us '.,m.,nded; 8 January 71 t1-ro men 
;rc1.'() vQUnded; 20 January one man was 
1roun(:ed and on 23 Januney 71 another 
man suffered a traumatic amputation 
of :1oth le"s. On each oocasion Sp4 
Non'canez's Quick, calm, and diligent 
.. or!, ,-Thile uneer great stress was re­
s}?onsi ole for stopping the bleeding 
8.110. kcc})ing the man alivG until he 
couE be Dodically evacuated to:S Co 

. 2}cd Ned at FSJ3 Bronco. 

His cool and ~rofessional abil­
ity ru: s gained for him the confidence 
of all "ho 1mrk with him r;nd has 
brou,ght great credit on himself, his 
unit and tho Unitc>d states Army. 

; ..... 1 j. ! I . . r-"'l -r ·Wl 
I L. u, ,run. ~ \ Son. 

Duxing the j)eried14 Ja)1Uary 1971 to 
23 January 1971, !'FC Jimmy" J. Wilson dis­
tinguishod himself by exceptionally mexi­
torious achievement Hhile serving as a 
platoon mec:ic ",ith Co C 4th En 21st' Inf. 
PFC Wilson's primary ~S is 11B10,. but 
prier to bis entrance into the TI .S. Army 
he had SOillO nursing trai.l'lin-?:. 'vhon ho 
18arnc-d that his company Ws short of 
medics he volunteered to perform that du­
ty. During this perbd he hus displa;'orl 
the highest professional oompetence and 
composure nnder extreme combat stress. Ee 
htJ.s gaii1ecl 'che respGct and confidence of 
both his rUlo"T enU steel men find superior 
officers "like. F-c has also earnod tl:e 
praise of the Bxigade Surgeon of Co B 23 
rd Ned at FSB. 

On 23 January 1971 he >Tas f:;cOQ "Ti tl1 
the task to tre8tin;:; a deuble trnunn'i;ic 
am'u tee. PFC l.fils()fl1 s quick action nnd 
competence <ore crecE tod '.-Ti th he1:ring to 
snve his cOnll"Sdc's lifo. his sterli!C.z 
,performanoe of duty and deop concc::n for 
his follO-<,T soldier nre in koeping \'lith 
,'ehc; hi&-'lcst military traditions and bcoVQ 

-brought great credit on himself, his unit 
·tuld the TIni ted Statos Army. 

*****"11 M Nt( '1"* It H*M JlM)t1l' I(JIM it ***** 

.. 
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7-he L o-nj · .. 
HeadC]1.larters and Headquarters 
sro Elmer vTomaek 
SSG VTilliam S"talfort 
Sp4 Glenn Levier 
SFC Robert Giles 
SFC James Lewis 
SSG Eenry Periz 
Sp4 Hilliam Carter 
. FC Ro bert Fink 

:::-FC I'Tichael Fra ttali 

~}J?;1i1 COtlffiEY 
aj)"~- Dav5 d mrris 
PFC ~oger Bollenbacher 
?V2 Andrew Colow 
PFC John Ueaver 
FV2 nunez Rodriguez 

B:c'av.9.. C02!pany 
PFC San'~ia 3'0 Periz 
SFC J08'J Antuna Pagan 
PFG Sal'·T;v.Lor Sanchez· 
FX ,\rtI7,1C,~ Tatamantes 
SFC Hmm.cXl Pruett 
PFC Daviu Williams 

i~'(L<i 
SI . nort ._---

*Readguarters ~ Headquarters Company 
MSG Robel~ Williams ••••••••••••••• 7Feb 
FFC Donald Williams ••••••• 00 ..... IOFeb 
SGT Darrel Dahlberg ••••• eo c ... ,. .l6FeJi.' 
sro Fredericlt }lills •••••••••••••• 16Feb 
S~4_Ralph Harrison ••••••••••••••• 10Mar 
S~'4 Colon Davila ••••••••••••••••• 10Mar 

*Alpl12. Company 
81>4 Douglas Ingram •••••••••••••••• 1Feb 
SGT Harry Cyphers III ............. 2Feb 

. S~!)4 Villiam :Brower ••••••••••••••• 13Feb 
SG'f Glen :Efu.ghes •••••••••••••••••• 16Feb 

Bravo Coml:>any--oontinued 
SGT Eicbael Goo'lun 

.?!!.Y9.. Qom;pany 

Delta Com~ 
SGT Gary Hartel 

~ Company 
Sp4 Craig Teiehmillor 
PFC Richard Hetrick 

S:t14 TIavid Bauer ••••••••••••••••• .- ••••• 7Feb 
InG TIQuglas H~mrd ••••••••••••••••••• 13Feb 
SGT Dennis F.araldson ••••••••••••••••• 10N.8.:t' 

Ch'l.rlie Comuany 
S:p4 Sar,uel Dillard ............ ~ •• " .: ...... 9Yt3J:' 
Sp4 Jon Green •••••••••••••••••••••••• lOr,tJ.r 

E,elta Company 
SP4 Ra11m Or~an ................ , ••••••• 2Feb 
SFC Charles Ro·berts ••••••• D ............ 2Feb 
SP4 !<iiehael K1.'E!>,ch .................... 9Feb 
S".P4 Deuard. A woad ........... ~ ... l' •••••• 16Feb 

Echo Company 
Sp4 Dennis Dyckes •••••••••••••••••••• 10Feb 
CP4 Fred Rowe •••••••••••••••••••••••• lOFeb 

fr:TC V?rnon D. Sones ••••••••••• ;n corrr:lan:eJ 
t~LT Bl.lly J 01."7 .................... AdJut .... ntJ 
PFC Gene Colling •••••••••••••••••••• Editl)r 
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For their role in the ~Tell construc­

ted outpost, First Lieutenant Ken Kroeger 
San Antonio Ta:xas, and his company >Tere 
presented the Vietnamese Cross of Gallen­
try and Certificate of ~chievement re­
spectively. 

The outpost, named Patty after Kroe,..­
ger t s "Tife, ",ill be manned by elements 
of Bravo Company and RF 147. 

In remarks to the men after the cere 
mony, Lieutenznt Oolonel Vernon B. Sones 
expressed his satisfaction in the well 
constructed bunkers and fighting posi-­
tions. r~,lready we can see the benefi­
cinl rO&'lJ,lts of your efforts as more and 
morro land is being' farmed around the 
hill, " he told the men. 

ServiCeLlGn leaVing tho Army will no'; 
be aided in receiving assistance from the 
National Urb2,n League Vetemns Affairs 
Program. 

The program provides advice on bene­
fits avaibblo under the GI Bill and oth­
er Federal ?rograms, counseling as to a­
vailable cduca.tional and trnining pro­
grams, information about programs dosigned 
to assist L~ prepnrnt~dn for better jeb 
opportunities and othor servioes. 

. • iHhouGl1 tho League's progran is 
aimed p:rilX'.rily at minority group ser­
vicemen, a1'. :}8rs)nnol may '.)articiyate. 

Une.or thE) new Arcy policy, service­
oen ,·rHhin 90 to 120' days of separation 
~lho have doc:l.clod not to reenlist Hill bo 
adVised by the .~rmy that tho League is a­
ssisting sOJ:'Vicernen in their return to 
oivili?,n lifo •. 'The Yeterans . !.dninistrn­
tion Clnd tIl0 Dopnrtment of Defense ,.,lso 
administ~r J1rog:mnS which benefit service 
I:1en. 

The progran is voluntary and re-,' 
leasing nl1"'CS and othor rele-vant infor­
mUon to tl'lo Loaguo ,-rill be done on-I 
ly ,d th the serviceman r s consent. i 

14Jan.-:lro.vo Conpany on or :i:'atty spot­
ted 8-10 yo/NV:', in the o"on noving. south 
through tho P.ioc Be,.,l. The eneny ,;ere 
cngngod '.n th l]".chine~·Jl fire (\nd artil­
lery. .~ Bravo 00l:ll1f.\llY SREP toam !loving 
towarr1 tho ':noI:lY location sighted 10 VC 
in the open 2m1 agnin called in artil­
lery on the enony 10Dr'tion. 

16Jan.-Recon J;l;:<:',o contact ,·,ith 7-10 vel 
ITlfl, em thoboach northe8st of Due Pho. 
Gunships Here ce,llod in ~Jld one platoon 
of 0 CO Hl".S insortc<'l as a roactbn force 
I.n cleL'1ent of recon faund one 4.2 round 
and one sand bag fUll of petna 30 meters 
from the cont::-.ct site. 

l6Jan.-.. f,lp!:Ja Company founCi. (1 small base 
camp consisting of throe bal'1boo and 
thatch ho')tches, one '-V_ th a runker in­
sHoo Clot.,ing- and propngnnda leaflets 
,-rore found scr. tterod in the hOJtohes. 

22Jan.--On patrol in the nount,.,ins south 
of Duo Pho, Ol1arlio COl'1pany nade o')ntact 
wi th ~ro VC. The eneny were engaged 
"ith srn.ll arns fire am, broke co ntar.:t. 
!. scout dog pickecl u1? the trail, and a 
shert time later soundGCl an alert. Ibvo­
r:18nt ~InS sl"~tte~l in tho bushes to the 
f:;:'Ont. Tho 1'0int olel'1Ont engaged ,;ith 
sf'2.11 arns fi:re, arul imediately auto-­
D~tic 1.1<:47 fire roturnccl. Tvo VC ~TGro 
then seen fleeing the aroa • 

GRUNT OF 
THE KlFrH 

• 
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Hidden in the maze of a natural rock for­

mation, the va cave complex ,ms virtually in­
visible until an Alpha Company patrol chanced 
upon it. FollOi-ring the path of a stream that 
floueel past the r~ck formation, patrol leader 
SergeQnt Hilliam Fischer, Anacortes, ''lashing­
ton, 2nd his men spotted the enterance of the 
'1ell cDncealed cave. 

'\Ve i;ere "arking along the boundc'1ry of 
our ;,0 and the 173rd I s, If said Alpha Company 
COCl""nnder Captain Ni tchel Kotula, San Diego 
CC.lifor)lin. We kn8'lr from pnst experience th':lt 
the VO like to store equipment along an .'1.0 
b01Wdf!ry, so ··re we:() especially cnreful in 
sG~rching the nrc~. ff 

\lalking through the C<1.ve entor.1nco, th!. 
"Gimlets" found a 200 meter long cflvern th'1t 
CQuld. nccoDf'odcte up to 10~ sleeping positions 

'''Ie found amno cr.ns filled "i th used. 
gnuze dressings nnd innoculntion vials, "hich 
l~(l us to believe that the cc.ve h'1d boen used 

2 hosp;!. t.'ll," sa id Kotula. 

!,?,ge 5 

Tho cavern ir?.s CCI.uipcd '.Ti th the conveniencc of 
runninc.: "".tor--of sorts. 8pli t nnd hollo"od out OPF.­
boo shoots cnr~_:icd ir.tor fron the strc!").f1 to the C1VC. 

Documents, diaries, '1nd variouc articles of e­
quipment ",ere found fJc".tterod throughout the C",vc. 
Still wr'.= fire p12c~8 indic".ted '1 h'1sty cvncu".tion 

"le founel one nn·.'o o·'"\n th"t we.s ~rticulf'lrly in­
teresting to ovor,rono," SPiel. Yotula. It conki;'c~ 

the personrl itens of f! VC nurse, including love let­
tors fro~ her boy friend." 

NOTEa Anyono wishing to npply for door gunner "l1J.st 
h'lvO six months in country nnd six Months rct"inobil­
ity. 
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