

















Nurmber : 3070 Date Developed: Jan 69

Designation : Leaflet: "Spring Letter To Highlanders (Tet Chieu Hoi)

Theme : No. R: "Chisu Hoi/Dai Doan Ket"

Audience : Highlanders and other ethnic groups usually contacted
by the tribal people development ministry,

Language : Vietnamese, Montagnard and Cambodian

Origin : Letter was originated by ministry of tribal people at

request of Chieu Hoi Ministry, FDD-JUSPAO is develop-
ing leaflet eand it will be printed at JUSPAO II,

Pufpose : To promote the GVN Chieu Hoi program and encourage
ralliers during Tet.

Distribution : Distribution will be determined by .Ministry of Chieu
Hoi, This is a one time item and will not be availa-
ble for reorder,

"SPRING LETTER TO HIGHLANDERS"

SPRING LETTER OF THE TRIBAL PROPLE DEVELOPMENT MINISTER TO HIGHLANDER
CADRES AND SOLDIERS ON THs OTHER SIDE OF THE FRONTLINE

Dear Frineds,

On the coming of the Ky Dau Spring this year, our Vietnam country is
still engulfed in the flame and smoke of war. Our people, including the
ethnic ‘minorities, and still suffering endless afflictieons and agonies, Being
born and brought up in the highlands, I know the feelings and aspirations of
the tribal people better than anyone else,

Thus, on the occasion of our people's traditional Tet holidays, I would
like to send to my compatriots a few lines expressing my sincere feelings,

I know that you are not Communists, But the fact is, some of you who
were anxious to bring about progress to the ethnic minorities, rebelled )
against the dictatorial regime of Ngo Dinh Diem and unitentionally cooperated
with the Communists, W%hile many others among you were deccived and hoaxed by
the Communists into joining the so<called "South Vietnam Liberation Front,"

Since the day you joined the "Liberation Front!®,what have you gained?
You have suffered countless hardships, being forced by the Communists to
abandon your villages and your loved oncs to serve as their coolies and
porters, They also eventually pushed many of you into death, I am sorry to
know that many of you have been used to carry ammunition for years, You
climbed dozen of hills everyday and carried loads as heavy as a hundred kilos
from the Laotian and Cembodian border areas or the western highlands to the

lowlands, These arms and ammuntions were brought in to kill your loved ones
and relatives, ‘

Because of the extreme hardships, many of you have succembed to diseases
and malaria without arny medical care., Many of you €ied without anybody
knowing of it, While some others among you were prodded to embark on armed



-

harrassments against willages and hamlets, disrupting the peaceful life
of the people,

In the meantime, the struggle for unity, equality and progress for the
minority pcople, has been successful,

The Government ’issued Decree 300/67 dated R9 Aug 67, establishing a ;-
particular policy toward minority compatriots, and adopted many measures -
aimed at helping them in all administrative, political, economic, cultu-
ral, social respects, At the same time, a Tribal People Development Minis-
try has been set up with adequate facilities and authorities %o carry out
programs that aim at helping the ethnic minorities improve thelr welfare
and educational level, Besides, in both Bxecutive and L&égislative organi-
zatiols, there are répresemtatités of all the éthnic minorities to make
theirzaspirations known to thc government, when it is necessary,

In short, we minority pecople are now enjoying a satisfying life in
equality, wnity and welfare, The Government and whole nation is sympa-
thetic to you and are ready to take you back into the netional fold,

Responding to the Renublic of Vietnam Govermment!s Chieu Hoi program,
many highlander cadres and soldiers have rallied to the nationalist govern=-
ment, These returnees now participate in any activities or return to their
villages to live the life of honest citizens with their families,

Don't hesitate any morel On this Ky Dau Springtide, you must make
up your mind to abandon the Communist ranks and rally to the nationalist
government, so as to rejoin your parents, wives and children, You will
receive kind treatment and may Yook forward to enjoying a happy Tet,

I will be most pleased to welcome you home as brothers of the same
family, :

Cordial greetings to you all,
Minister of Tribal People
Development
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