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{12 July QUAN DOI NHAN DAN commentary: "6 Months of Heavy Failures of Nixon")

[Text] The vigorous offensive and uprisings of the southern armed forces and people
have won great and comprehensive victories have been proper pushing blows for Nixon amd
company who have stubbornly prolonged their war of aggression.

8ix months since he took power in the United States, Nixon has now intensively continued
the war of aggression in the southern part of our cnuntry. Through the "clear and hold"
strategy, the policy of exerting maximum pressure, the accelerated pacification program,
and the design to de-Americanize the war of aggression, Nixon has revealed his ambition
to seek a position of strength by trying to reduce U.3. casualties and to prop up the
Puppet army in the hope of maintaining the U.S. neoe¢olonialist policy in South Vietnam.
But the U.S. rulers! plots have been countered by events happening on the southern
battlefield in the past 6 months. All their strategic plots have been driven a

serious step backward. The U.S5. aggressors have ignominicusly failed to achieve all
their main objectives.

1--The impotent clear-and-hold strategy

Never have U.S. casualties been higher than in the past 6 months. During the first

6 months of the Nixon administration, the U.S. aggressors developed and perfected their
¢lear-and-hold strategy. Abrams boasted: "We have the power to stop the Viet Cong
attacks.” The U.8. psychological warfare organ claimed: "If the Viet Cong launched
attacks against U.5. bases, they would fall into the meat grinder of our allied troops.”
However--and this has become a rule--when the U.5. aggressors were the most subjective
and boastful, they were the surprisingly attacked and suffered the heaviest defeats. In
the past 6 months, the impotence of the U.S. defensive clear-and-hold strategy was
manifested obviously in the following fields:

A--The U.S. aggressors were unable to safely defend their strategic posts, command
headquarters, and important bases. More than 100 U.S.-puppet command headquarters--from
those of the regiment, brigade, and division to field command headquarters and U.S.

Army command headquarters--were repeatedly attacked by the PLAF. About 50 important
airfileds and hundreds of large logistic bases of the enemy were attacked several times,
sustaining heavy losses. Many 1J.8.-puppet posts in cities, provincial capitals, and
district capitals were repeatedly attacked.

The areas where the enemy concentrated the largest number of his troops were attacked
the most fiercely. Saigon and Da Nang--where the enemy concentrated a very large
number of his men and which were protected by many strong belts--were continually at
attacked, sustaining the heaviest damages. The Tay Ninh Province capital and its
vicinity were repeatedly attacked by the liveration troops.

The shellings of the Cam Ranh base, encircled by many defensive belts, demonstrated
the impotence of the U.8. system of defense in depth. Two days after the series of

22 Pebruary attacks, LE FIGARO commented: "The formidable U.S. security system around
large cities and military bases in South Vietnam and the intensive bombings by B-52!s
and troop concentrations were unable to stop the series of attacks that the liberation
combatants launched in accordance with their own timing."
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Obviously, they were unable to defend what they wanted to defend the most. Their
most important objectives were attacked several times, sustaining heavy losses.
Many of their clusters of troops in charge of defending Saigon were annihilated.
The enemy's defense system was strongly shaken, '

3--The U.S5. aggressors have Seen unable to sweep the PLAR, and the U S and puppet
troups have suffered heavy lasses when conducting sweep operations In the U.3

defensive strategy, a sweep is mainly aimed at holding 1In the past & months, the
Americans failed to hold Ore of the main causes 1s due to their failure to sweep

In ordexr to hold :their critical positions, the Americans recently committed grave
crines. They have conducted more sweep operat’ons than in any previous period of
time. B-52's each day dropped thousands of tons of bombs over areas suspected of
beirng frequented by the Ziberation troops. The Americans each month dropped an
average of 130 thousand <cwons of bombs and sprayed teéns of thousands of tons of
rnoxicus chemicals. But all delense-in-depth operations in tae outer belts, p2iice
openztions in the inner helts, clearing operatiors around cities and bases, and
reselerated pacification campalgns of the Amcericans and puppets in various strategile
operational theaters have neen doomed. The sweeps involving “ens of thousands of
Sooeph fn the Kokava, f. Sheu, & 3ia and Dakto mountain areas not only failed to
decer the liberation tvoops attacks, "t alsoc became bloody operations berause
cneny thocps fe.l into the PLAP-prepared battleground

neporting on the Americens' operation in A Shau, AFP on 27 March said: "Every
et sueerilla casuzltdes gost 119 U S casualities.”" The Americans' operation

in A Ma tumned L Bin into Mlanburger 111" because U.5. ircops sustained sericus
ceLdlnies U S publi¢ ovinion was suirred by this stupid "maximum pressure®
operation advocated br the Fixon cliyue Many U.5. senators called Nixon's
military poliey "stupid," ¥ilrpesponsiole," or "sulclidal."

Obviously, the Amerieans' strucegic "sweeping" measure has only 'sceop2d” maximum
V8. cesuzlties and stirred veh-ment ' . puklic protosts.

C-.7he more che U 5. aggréssors persist in ¢!inging to their ¢le=ar-and-hold sirategy
the righer casualty tol! ¥ 7 =zroops will sustain. 1In the recent past, the U. 5.
aggressors have stvriver to achleve the top.priority objJective of kerping U S.
milizary forces from sustaining exvensive losses. But merciless ba tlefield
realitles have shattered the muericans' aream. The casualties sustained by U S
troops during the past 6 months were unprecedentedly high During the first

6 uonths of 1968, U 8 and satellite troops sustained 130,000 casualties During
the first & months of this year 145,000 U.S. and satellite troops were killed,
wounded, or captured

While U S. Defense Sec¢retary Laird, atteppting to appease U 3. public opinien,
claimed that U 5§ casualtles had decreased to the lowest level, the U.S. casualty
toll, in fact, reached an all-time high Many crack U S. divisions, namely, the
25th, the Americal, the 1lst Air Cavalry, and the 10lst Alrborne Divisions, sustained
serious losses.
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Following the scuthern armed forces'! and peoplefs early spring 1969 offensive wave,
the Americans admitted that the total number of U.S. troops killed in the war

of aggression in Vietnam had exceeded that sustained in the U.S. war of aggression
in Korea. Pollowing the southern armed forces' and people's second offensive wave,
which was unleashed on the night of 11 May 1969, the Americans again had to admit
that U.5. casualties in Vietnam had exceeded those sustained in World War I. U.S.
President Nixon himself also had to admit: ®I have noted that our casualty toll
extensively increased in the 1969 spring offensive," according to VOA on 13 April.

The fact that U.S. casualties have drastically increased during the past & months
constitutes not only a sericus military defeat, but alsoc a serious political setback
for the Nixon clique. Since Nixon is a new holder of power, he wants to exert his
influence on the American people. While ballyhoecing that he will successfully

settle the erronecus, defeated war left over by Jochnson, Nixon has sustained even
more serious setbacks. The U.S. aggressive war situation has worsened and has become
more seriously stalemated, entalling socaring U.S. casualties.

2--The pacification program has gone bankrupt

During the past 6 months, to carry out their plot to concentrate people into camps
and encroach upon land, the U.S.-puppet forces have actively implemented their
accelerated pacification program for 1369 with very ruthless and wicked tricks.
However, faced with -he violent offensive and uprising wave of the southern troops
and people, the U.S.-puppets have been unable to carry ocut their minimum program.

In the most important strategic areas, the enemy's pacification plan has gone bankrupt
most heavily. In the areas around Da Nang and in the coastal areas in central Trung
Bo, in only a month, from 23 Pebruary to 23 March, as many as 216 concentration camps
and strategic hamlets were destroyed and many U.S3.-puppet bases were wiped away. More
than 400,000 compatriots were freed from the enemy's yoke. In the Saigon suburbs, Tay
Ninh, and Long An, many hamlets which the enemy regarded as pacified or safe were

the areas where, at night, the "Viet Cong are free to do what they want," the U.S.
aggressors admitted.

In central Nam Bo, during the first 3 months of 1969, hundreds of thousands of
people in scme 200 villages under U.S.-puppet control arose, encircled and attacked
more than 300 posts, punished or dispersed more than 3,200 civil defensemen and
pacification cadres. The highly organized guerrilla warfare sowed confusion in the
0.5.-puppet nerve centers. In Saigon, the revolutionary self-defense armed forces
strongly developed their activities in all precincts. Almost all U.S.-puppet
pacification operations were defeated.

During the first half of this year, 87 pacification teams were annihilated. 1In

large liberated areas, including those near cities, people increasingly enlarged and
consolidated their activities. Commenting on the U.S.-puppet pacification plot, the
British paper GUARDIAN on 10 March ironically stated: "This is only a childish

game." The U.S. press repeatedly admitted the failure of the U.S.-puppet pacification
program. This failure deprived tne Americans and their lackeys of human and material
resources for prolonging their war of aggression. The puppet Saigon administration
declined day by day and lost its foothold even in the most strategic areas,
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3--Pailure of. all de-Americanization experiments

De-Americanizing the war of aggression 18 Nixon's new scheme To carry out this
acheme, during the past 6 months, the Americans have ordered the puppet Saigon
administration to actively and foreibly recruit youths into the army. They have
re-equipped the puppet army with weapons end war material and sent a number of
Puppet units to the battlefield for experimentation. Abrams has boastingly stated:
The Saigon army has proved effective and 1s caking over heavy tasks from U 8,
troops.

However, while the U.3 aggressors set mauy hopes on the puppet army. the latter
has been dealt relestliess, bitter blows. Over the past 6 months. many puppet
divisions and regiments were badly mauled by the PLAF. They were the 1Bth and
25th divisions in easrer-: Nam Bo, the 7rbh Division in the Mekong River delta. the
2d Dirisior in the Pri-Thier area, and the 424 and 47th regiments &nd the 3rd
Armored Regiment in-the nighlands. The most tragic U.S.-puppet setback was in
Long Krwrly where the puppet 1Bth Division was utterly beatern. In northerr Komt.m
Where ‘ne Americans sent some 12 puppet battalions to jo'i in 3 sWeep, seven weve
destroyed cr surferad heavy losses.

Defeated, vhe pwppet army has becceme a shambles organizationally. Its comban
noral 13 sagging. The Saigon pnuppet administration recently admitrzed that the
Pvppet army's desertlon rate has quadrupled. compared with that recorded in 1968.
The deserticih rate an the 18th and 21lst puppet divisio»s has amcunrted %o 50
pereeni of thelr sirengsn.

Wiile the wac was verng highls Americanized, the Americans begar to sxperimert with
the "de- Moericanize =he war" trick. Tn.: urrealistic experiment has brc.gnt ebout
no 8uvicess for The fuevicans ard. consequertly. Their Vietnamize-tne-war pelicy

has »e.-om¢ sheer 1'lusion.

. -¥ixor 5 setbacks have si:aken the United 8 ates

Tix: ser’ous defeats sulfered by “hz Amerlears c(ver the pss™ & months 'r the South
Vietnam war theatet have vigurcusly &ffecced tne situation 'n the n_r2d States
When he entered the Whate House, Nixon thought tihasit througn insidicus cunning
tricks he ¢ouwid deceive or appease the U.3. public which was demauding tra: the
defeated var ot aggression 1n Vietnam be rapidly ended.

% all of MWixon's tricks have successively gone bankrupr. Cortrary to Nixon's
hoastful sta*ement that the bhatrlefield situation developed in favor of the
Maericans and puppe<s, some 330,000 U.3., puppet. and satellite troops were killead,
wounded, or capsured during the first € months of Lh.s year. While Nixon was
giving noisy publicity to his eight-point peace plan, it was criticized bty
Americans as "offering nothing new and irdeed 1t lead to his decision on the
replacement of 25,000 U.3.. mroops. Bat this swindle has failed fo draw any public

attention. The American people have waged a vigorous, widespread struggle, demanding

that Nixon immedjiately end the war of aggression and bring U.3. troops home
American papers have continuously exposed Nixon:'s setbacks, condemning his
erroneous policy. Many U.S. (?politiecians) and the former delegate to the Paris
conference on Vietnam, Karrimsn, have also criticized Hixon,

Nixon has been defeated not only in the Vietham war theater, but also in the United
States where U.3. public indignation 1s lashing at his head. The development of
the war situation in South Vietnam over the past 6 months represents an extremely
severe verdict pronounced against the NHixon clique.

LN
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Because of his stubborn, aggressive stand, Nixon has been plagued by contradictions
and has become bogged down in a serious stalemate. Nixor wanted to seek ways to
rapidlysettle the war while successfully maintaining the U,3. colonialist policy in
South Vietnam, but the puppet army and administration are toc weak, The more Nixon
preolongs the war in order to consclidate the puppet army and administration, the
higher U.S. losses soar, the greater difficulties the Americans sncounter, and the
weaker become the puppet army and administration.

The strermious efforts which Nixon made to acquire a position of strength have, in
the end, only brought him a weak, defeated, and stalemated position. Refusing

to draw appropriate lessons from U.8. defeats and stubbornly continuing the war of
aggression, the Nixon clique will certainly suffer even more serious defeats and
will inevitably suffer complete defeat.
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[Commentary: "Our People Are Determined To Protect Their Basic National Rights//
Affirmed by the 1954 QGeneva Agreements on Vietnam" )

[Text ] The 195% Geneva agreements on Vietnam will be 15 years old on 20 Jily 1969.
On this occasion, the DRV Foreign Ministry has issued a comprehensive,ﬁémorandum
containing firm theories, which 15 a sharp weapon in the diplomatic¢ struggle front,
helping public opinion further understand that our people's struggle not only has
a Just cause, but also a firm legal basis specified in the Gensva agreements.

First, the memorandum outlines the 1954 Geneva azreements' basic principles that
arrirm the Vietnamese people's basic national rights--independence, soverelignty,
national unification, and the territorial integrity of Vietnam--setting forth
principles for preventing renewed foreign aggression against the Vietnamese people,
therefore, insuring lasting peace in Vietnam, Imdochina, and Southeast Asia.

The memorandum says: Over the past 15 years, a resolute struggle has been going
on between the U.3, imperialists, who haye’bpazenly sabotaged the 1954 Geneva
agreements on Vietnam, and the Vietnamese people who, singlemindedly united, have
resolutely exercized their legitimate-Tight to self-defense in order to protect
basic national rights affirmed by the 1954 Geneva agreements.

In their sacred struggle, our ggénle have defeated the U.3., war of destruction in
the north, have defeated the c¢cial war, and are defeating the U.S. limited war

in the south. The defeats in the war of aggression in Vietnam have driven the
United States into a comp;d%ensively difficult situation, militarily, pelitically,
economically, rinancial%yi and socially. The Vietnam war has become the most urgent
problem for the Uniteq;States.

Regarding the solutjfon to the Vietnam problem, the DRV Fcreign Ministry memorandum
pointed out: Any£orrect political soluticn to the Vietnam problem must guarantee
the Vietnamese ople's fundamental national rights--the independence, sovereignty,
unity, and terpyitorial integrity of Vietnam.

r
Comparing t% NFLSV's 10-point overall solution with U.S. President Nixon's eight-
point program, the memorandum pointed out: The two positions contrast with each other.
Nixon alse speaks of the fundamental natioral rights of the Vietnamese people. But
taking up concrete problems, especially in the two c¢rucial issues--the withdrawal =7
trecops and insuring the South Vietnamese people's right to self-determination--1it is
clear vhat the United States 1s opposed to the fundamental national rights of the
Vietnamese people.




