A/

FILE [*: RRVES RN

DATE SuB-CAT.

7] 69

.

MASS DESERTIONS SATD TO PRESAGE AMERICAN DEFEAT

[7Article written according to VNTTX {Vietnam News Agency) news: "The Puppet
Army Continues to Disintegrate and to Decline™; Hanoi, Nhan Dan, Vietnamese,

18 July 1969, » 37

Te officers and soldiers in the puppet army in the South, influsnced
by defeatist ideas and peace illusions ever since Johnson had heen forced to
unconditionally stop the bombings in the North, were more and more dissatis-
fied with the way Nixon stubbornly continued the American ageresscrs’ already-
lost war. Antiwar feelings, which had been rising in the puppet soldiers?
ranks, further speeded up the decline of the puppet armv.

There appeared, after 1 November 1948, a movement in the ouppat army
+o discuss the unavoidable defeat of the Americans and the Thieu-Ky clique, and
the victory of the NFLSV. Zverywhere, any time, in the cities, including
Saigzon, at remote outposts or during military operations, soldiers in the
different arms of the puppet aymed forces, including members of the puppat
police force, contimied to talk about such hot subjects as "the Americans
sve losing," "Thieu and Ky cannot aveoid a collapse,” "the Front is coming o
Suipon," and so on, On 15 January 1969, discussing the news events at a cof-
fwe shop near the Thiec market right in the center of 3Saigen, a policeman of
tha 5th city ward openly said: "The Americans who orovoked war and acceptad
defeat in the North will lose in the South and have to go homel The 'libera-
tijon' people who are Vietnamese, why should they go anywherei?™ Other police-
men continued: "They will come to Saigon! Let us be prevared right now he -
fore it will be too latet®

After the NFLSV made public the overall 10-point solution and partic-
ularly after the Provisional Revolutionary Govermment of the Republic of
South Vietnam was set up, the antiwar terdency in the paopet army has heen
growing fast. A battalion commander in the puppet 7th division, duringe an
operation in My Thien area of Cal Be District in My Tho Province, in the mid-
dle of May 1969, openly said to his soldiers: "Did you know anything about
their overall 10-point solution? You should take care of yoursalf, sach of
you, since they have already pointed to the road you should take; if you Adied



now, your wives and children would lose their support!" Another muppet of-
ficer of the sama division, in another operation on 20 May 1949 in Hau My Dis-
trict of My Tho Province, told his compatriots: "Je pot orders te launch this
operation, but we are not so 51lly as to touch the *libaration® Lroops L Ry
time., They are about to win. We must keep curselves alive in order to return
to our families and not to fael guilty toward our fatheriand."

The puppet soldiers, having a definite concept of the American aggres-
sors' unavoidable defeat, and with their nationalist spirit being further
awakened, felt proud as they learned of the victory of the North over the Amer-
ican aggressors, showed admiration toward the NFLSV, and for the first time
showed their resistance against the Americans and the Thieu-Ky clique, The
French journalist, Certillon, made this observation as he wrote about the Sai-
gon situation: "In the ranks of the (puppet) military and police, the anti-

rerican tendency has never been stronger than it is today." And never before
tas the revolution strongly shaken the feelings and morale of the puppet sol-
giers. In Long An, all members of a2 puppet army unit, when receiwving orders
te suppress a meeting of the people of Nhon Thanh in Tan Tru District on 20
June 1969, which was organized to welcome the birth of the Provisional Revo-
lutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam, not only refused to
do any harm to their compatriots but also shouted these slogans: "Jalcome *he
PRG of the Republic of South Vietnam!"™ and "Down with the American imperial -
ists and the Thisu«Ky-Huong clique of lackeystn Afterwards, the entire pup-
pet army unit, beating drums and carrying flags ard revolutionary slogans,
marched toward the provineial caplital, Tan An,

toe explain that they were only "draftees" and wished that they would be

spared of any attacks, deliberately avoiding contact with the liberation

“roops during operations or while urder attack, quickly dropping arms and sur-

-~erdering during attacks, seeking to get in touch with their relatives in

& revolutionary ranks, trying to hide some Front leafliets or documents as
‘varantees," voluntarily offering contributions to the resistance, and so on,

A large number of muppet soldiers, educated by their compatriots and
suided by the light coming from the overall 10-point solution of the NFLSV,
firmly left their ranks or returned to the people with their weapons, thus
seriously undermining the morale and combat organization of the puppet army.

The scope and rate of desertions in the puppet army increased tremen-
dously, According to a recent secret report of the Saigon vupvet administra.
tion, each month an average of 11,000 puppet soldiers deserted, and the rate
of desertion has increased four times and continues to increase,

According to incomplete statisties by the Liberation News Agency,
Since the beginning of November 1968, at least more than 120,000 puppet sol.
diers (over one-half being regular soldiers) have left their ranks. In the
first three months of 1969 alone, nearly 50,000 puvpet soldiers deserted on
the battlefields in Tri.Thien (Quang Tri and Thua Thien provinces), Trung Bo



(central part of Vietnam), Tay Npuyen, central Nam 3o (southern Vietnam), west-
ern Nam Bo, and Ba Ria-Long Khanh, The number of puppet soldiers who deserted,
after each phase of the offensive and uprising of the army and people of the
South since the beginning of 1969, has not ceased inecreasing, and all battle-
fields have indicated disintegration was fast,

In May 1969, the rumber of puppet deserters in central Trung 3o was al-
most one-half of the total number {10,000) in the three months of the Ky Dau
spring. This rate of desertion was so common on all Nam Ro battlefields, par-
ticularly in central Nam Bo. In My Tho, over 2,000 puppet soldiers deserted
in the first three months of 1969, and nearly 2,500 1in May 1969. In An Glang,
in 20 days, from 11 to 31 May, the rate of desertion increased almost four
times over that in April (over 200 soldiers), and almost equaled one-half of
the total desertion in the first three months of 1969 (over 1,500 soldiers).

This situation revealed the more and more critical demoralization of
the puppet army and 1ts organizational weakness in the face of the ever-
increasing and continual attacks of the people's liberatlon armed forces, and
at the same time refliected the rising movement in the puppat army to protest
the Americans who stubbornly contimied the war.

The new disintegration of the puppet army 1s represented by the move-
ment of desertion that quiekly spreads among the main-force ranks and in the
#eivil defense" force, the important source of reinforcement for the puppet
army.

The “civil defense" force was set up early in 1968 by the Amerlcan
aggrassors and puppat administration in the cities, "stratepic hamlets,” ani
areasz of "popular concentrations" to cope with the offensives and uprisinazs
of the army and people of the South; however, it was hroken by the Ky Dau Tet
offensives launched by the army and people of the South. In Saison and
vicinity, in the first six months this year, more than 25,000 mambers of
ihe "civil defense" force left their ranks. Nearly 3,500 of them deserted
in the area northwest of Sailgon alone in the first three months this year.
in fue and Da Nang, and particularly the city of Can Tho, about 50 percent
of the "civil defense' force there either deserted or were dissolved, In
many parts of Can Tho, nearly all members of the force left their ranks.

In the areas ocutside many cities, the force was almost totally disintegrated.
In eight of 10 hamlets of Long Dien District in Ba Ria-Long Khanh area, it
was completely disintegrated. In Nam Long An, more than 8,000 "eivil de-
fense® force members either deserted or were dissolved in the first six
months this year.

The spreading dasertion movement grew along with a tremendous antiwar
movement that was carried on in the form of returning weapons, trafusing
positions,” and “refusing jobs"; fighting military training and standine
guard; and rioting, which became a danger for the American aggressors and
the Saigon puppet administration. French journalist certillon remarked: "Iha
Salgon administration now fears that the tens of thousands of guns that were
distributed to the 'eivil defense! force in Salgon in the last six months
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could be wrongly used, The fact that it withdraws weapons in many areas and
takes many measures to avoid 'confusion® in the 'eivil defense' ranks actually
Serves to cope with the antiwar movement that is spreading in this force, "

The disintegration of the "eivil defense™ force directly affects the
effort to strengthen the main-forece units, which also face serious dasertion
situation. The rate of desertion, sinca 1 November 1968, has increased to 350
percent in most of tha puppet divisions, It was hicher in many battalions of
these divisions and in many other puppet "armed services," even as much as 70
porcent (as in battalions 1, 2, 3, and 4 of regiment 31 in the 21st division;
ranger battalions 41, 42, 43, and 443 battalion 3 of regiment 4 in the 2md
dlvision; the "ecadet" units in Vinh Trung and Ra Xoai, An Giang Province; and
many security and special force companies in the Chau Doc subzone), Each bat-
talion of regiment 31 in the 21st division, at the end of May 1969, had only
100-150 soldiers left, and battalion 3 only 66. Zven worse was the case of
reziment 51 in Quang Nam Province: each of 1ts companies had only 50 soldiers
lef4, and each of 1its platoons just over 10, Desertion even affected the
effectiveness of entire battalions like the case of battalion 380 in Quang
Ngal Province,

More remarkable is the fact that the desertion movenent develops even
mare quieikly in the puppet units that are used as gulnea pigs on the battle-
fields in connection with the "de-Americanization" stand, 1In the 18th divi-
Sion, nearly 4,500 soldiers have deserted since ths Americans began applying
their "de-Americanization® stand, or about equal to the total of its deserw
tions in three years, 1965-1967, After November 1968, and recently, some-
times as many as 300 of its soldiers deserted in one day. A particular case
was on % July 1969: more than 70 soldiers of regiments 42 and 52 in that divi-
sion, who had baen stationing in Trang Bom, left their ranks and returned to
the people with all their weapons and ammnitions., In the puppet battalions
that took part in the experimental "de-Americanization" operation in Kontum,
the same desertion Situation occurred on as large a scale as in the 18th
division,

The phenomenon of collective deseriion —- collective surrender on the
cowiefield, or abandoning of outposts, vehicles, or formations and return-
»*Z to the people or their families w~ is more and more common. In Xuan Loe
and Nul Dal of Bien Hoa and An Giang provincss, respectively, hurdreds of
puppet soldiers, in May and June 1969, broke away from the battle minutes

after they had just started fighting the enemy,

The thinking and actual act of desertion also widely spread among the
ranks of puppet officers. Many of them, in many operations in Tay Nguyen,
eastern Nam Bo, and contral Nam Bo, openly "ordered" their soldiers to flee
freely to avoid being uselessly killed,

In addition to the wave of large-scale desertions, the antiwar move-
ment takes the form of injuring oneself to avoid being sent to the front line
and resisting orders concerning reinforcement and counterattacks; it spreads
to all puppet "armed services," including the strategic reserve forces, This
form of protesting the war took place not only in platoons and companles, but
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in many puppet battalions,

In the middle of May 1969, soldiers of a battalion in the 7th division,
during an operation in My Thien, My Tho Province, followed an order from their
commander by using camouflage to hide themselves from the Americans in their
flying aircraft, and then returning to their base,

Collective antiwar incidents de not cease to increase, along with the
tendency to oppose the war which develops more and more quickly in the puppet
army, particularly after the NFLSV 10-point solution has been made publie.

On the central Nam Be battlefield, there were 38 collective antiwar activities
in the first three months of this yearj in My Tho alone, 25 battalions, four
companies, and three platoons staged collective antiwar demonstrations in May

1969.

Tn many cases, collective antiwar activities broke inte military at-
tion like the one staged by the soldiers and officers of battalion 4 of reei-
ment 50 in the 25th division, stationed in the provineial capital of Hau
Nghia,on 10 June. The antiwar soldiers not only refused to obey orders from
their commanders, but also fired at the special-force villains who had com-
mitted many crimes against the people.

Many antiwar incidents broke out continually right in the cities and
in the ranks of key enemy forces 1ike the rangers, military police, and riot
police. The city of Can Tho was the most exceptional, for since the bezinning
of 1969 nearly 10 antiwar incidents broke out in the ranks of dozens of bat-
talions and companies and involved hundreds of main-force and ranger troops
and riet policemen,

The collective antiwar movement, in the face of the continual attacks
of the people's liberation armed forces, was spreading to companies and bat-
talions, greatly reduced the puppet soldiers! combat efficiency, and created
many obstacles for important enemy action. On the central Trung Bo, southern
Tay Neguyen, and central Nam Bo battlefields, many collective antiwar activ-
itiss that broke out in May 1969 in the forms of resisting orders and refus-
irg to launch operations on the part of many ouppet companies and battalions
hamosred and thwarted many enemy operations aimed at providing reinforcemant,
counteroffensive, or release of pressure, and compelled the enemy to evacuate
from a lot of besieged positions.

The most outstanding feature of the antiwar movement in the puppet
army after 1 November 1968 was the nationalist awakenine among ths pappet
soldiers. As the contradictions betwsen the Americans and the ouopets zot
deeper, a movement to launch armed riots gained strength among the patriotic
soldlers.

The number of armed incidents involving patriotic soldiers continuously
increased and took place on all battlefields. These soldiers, in the first
three months this jyear, staged over 200 armed riots. On the gentral Trung 2o
battlefield, there were 178 incidents, or more than one-half of all the armed
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actions there in 1968 (350 incidents). The patriotic soldiers in the puppet
force in central Trung Bo, after 1 November 1968, launched 58 consecutive
armed riots that gave rise to many big events in the puppet army. In the in-
cident of 18 November 1968 alone, the patriotic soldiers in northern Quang
Nam destroyed three aircraft, killed an entire enemy company on board and six
American pilots, and threw the puppet army ranks into disorder,

Many armed riots of the patriotic soldiers, who had the assistance of
the people's liberation armed forces and the facilities of patriotic soldiers!

posts, and created a lot of discussions afterwards, More representative were
the ones staged by the patriotic soldiers in Quang Nam, Da Mang, and puppet

regiments 5 and 51, stationed in Quang Nam and Binh Dinh provinces, respec-
tively.

The patriotic soldiers taking part in armed riots, with determination
to accomplish deeds and return to the people, and because of hicher organizing
and coordinating capacities, scored many remarkable achievements in destroy-
ing the vitality and means of war of the Americans and puppets, In the first
three months of 1969, they killed nearly 1,400 Americans ard puppets (includ-
ing well.trained troops, officers of colonel rank, and a lot of villains
among the traitors and puppsts); destroyed a pretty large section of their
means of war, consisting of dozens of aircraft, many ships and military vehi-
cles, warehouses, pipe lines, information offices, and radio Stations; and,
along with the people and liberation armed forces, completely destroyed many
installations manned by traitors and puppets, and reduced to rubbles a lot of
outposts, The patriotic soldiers in northern Quang Nam and of the two puppet

rany important means of war, including dozens of helicopters, transports, and
et fighters, scores of military vehicles (including many armored vehicles),

mary gasoline storage facilities containing millions of liters, a number of
armnition dumps, ete,

5598
C30 3520-D





