
MASS DESr:RTIONS SAID TO ~RESAGE AMERICAN DEF[C,\T 

L-Article written according to VNTTX (Vietnam News Agency)· news: "The Puppet 

Army Continues to Disintegrate and to Decline"; ~anoi, ~ Dan, Vietna~ese, 

18 July 1969, p 3_7 

The officers and soldiers in the Imnpet army in the S()uth, influen""n 

hy defeatist ideas and peace illusions ever since Johnson had heen "orced to 

unconditionally stop the bombings in the North, were mare and mo~e dissatie_ 

fied with the way Nixon stubbornly continued the American ag~ressors' already­

lost war. Antiwar feelings, which had been rising in the ~lPpet eold1ers' 

ranks, further speeded up the decline of the puppet army. 

There appeared, after 1 November 1968, a movement in the punoet AM'! 

to discuss the unavoidable defeat of the Americans and the Thieu-Ky clique, and 

the victory of the NFL.')'!. ":verywhere, any time, in the citiAs, includinf' 

Sai;;on, at remote outposts or during military operations, soldi"rs in the 

different arms of the puppet armed forces, includinR members of the Plppet 

police force, contin'led to talk about such hot subjects as "the Americans 

Are losing," "Thieu and Ky cannot avoid a collapse," "the Front is comi.ng to 

c,,-tif(on," and so on. On 15 January 1969, discussing the news events at a cof­

:i'ae shop '!'lea.r the Thiec market right in the center of Saigon, a Dolicp-man of 

,.hi" 5th oi ty ward openly said: "The Americans who provoked war and accept"d 

eJ;,feat in the North will lose in the South and have to go home! The 'lihera­

tion' peopl.e who are Vietnamese, why should they go anywhere?" Other police­

men continued: "They will come to Saigon! Let uS be prepared right now he­

fore it will be too late!" 

After the NFLSV made plblic the overall 10-point s<)lution and partic­

ularly after the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Reol1blic of 

South Vietnam was set up, the antiwar tendency in the plopet army has heen 

growing fast. A battalion commander in the plppet 7th division, dl1rin~ an 

operation in My Thien area of Cai Be District in My Tho Province. in th" f'lid­

dIe of May 1969, openly said to his soldiers: "Did you know anythin" ahout 

their overall 10-point solution? You should take care of yours~lf. each of 

you, since they have a.lready pointed to the road you should tak"; if you cli."ol 
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now, your wives and children would lose their support I " Another puppet of­ficer of the same division, in another operation on ;>0 May 1909 in Hau ~'y Dis_ trict of My Tho Province, told his compatriot": "tie feot orders to launch thi"' operation, but we are not so silly as to touch the 'lih"rlltioll' t.roop" "I" ~':"L' time. They are about to win. We must keep ourselves alive in "rder to return to our families and not to feel guilty toward our fatherland." 

The puppet soldiers, having a definite concept of the American aggres­sors' unaVOidable defeat, and with their nationalist spirit being further awakened, felt proud as they learned of the victory of the North over the Amer­ican aggressors, showed admiration toward the NFLSV, and for the first time showed their resistance against the Americans and the Thieu-Ky clique. The French journalist, Certillon, made this observation as he wrote about the Sai­gon situation: ''In the ranks of the (puppet) military and police, the anti­American tendency has never been stronger than it is today." And never before has the revolution strongly shaken the feelings and morale of the puppet sol­~~ers. In Long An, all members of a puppet army unit, when receiving orders to suppress a meeting of the people of Nhon Thanh in Tan Tru District on 20 June 1969, which was organized to welcome the birth of the Provisional Revo­lutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam, not only refused to do any harm to their compatriots but also shouted these slogans: '~'[elcome the l'RG of the Republic of South Vietnaml" and "Down with the American imperial­ists and the Thieu-Ky-Huong clique of lackeys I " Afterwards, the entire pup­pet army unit, beating drums and carrying nags and revolutionary slogans, marched toward the prov:l.ncial capital, Tan An. 

More and more phenomena appeared in the antiwar movement in the puppet army, such as the puppet troops trying to explain to the local people, asking them to get in touch with the people's liberation armed forces in their name t" explain that they were only ''draftees'' and wished that they would be eT~red of any attacks, deliberately avoiding contact with the liberation ":oops durin!,,: operations or while under attack, quickly dropping arms and sur­.'"ndering during attacks, seeking to get in touch with their relatives in ,"le revolutionary ranks, trying to hide some Front leaflets or documents as ",arantees," voluntarily offering contributions to the resistance, and so on. 

A large number of puppet soldiers, educated by thei r compatriots and ,!;llided by the light coming from the overall 10_point solution of the NFLSV, firmly left their ranks or returned to the people with their weapons, thus seriously undermining the morale and combat organization of the puppet army. 

The scope and rate of desertions in the puppet army increased tremen­dously. According to a recent secret report of the Saigon oupnet administra­tion, each month an average of 11,000 puppet soldiers deserted, and the rate of desertion has increased four times and continues to increase. 

According to incomplete statistics by the Liberation News Agency, since the beginning of November 1968, at least more than 120,000 pupnet sol­diers (over one-half being regular soldiers) have left their ranks. In the first three months of 1969 alone, nearly 50,000 pupnet soldier.s deserted on the battlefields in Tri-Thien (Quang Tri and Thua Thien provinces), Trunp; 80 
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(central part of Vietnam), Tay Nguyen, central Nam:1o (southern Vietnam), west_ 

ern Nam Bo, and Ba Ria-Long Khanh. The number of puppet soldiers who deserted, 

after each phase of the offenSive and uprising of the army and people of the 

South since the beginning of 1969, has not ceased increasing, and all battle­

fields have indicated diSintegration was fast. 

In May 1969, the number of. puppet deserters in central Trung :10 was al­

most one-half of the total number (10,000) in the three months of the Ky Dau 

spring. This rate of desertion was so common On all Nam Bo battlefields, par­

ticularly in central Nam Bo. In My Tho, over 2,000 puppet soldiers deserted 

in the first three months of 1969, and nearly 2,500 in ~!ay 1969. In An GiRnf', 

in 20 days, from 11 to 31 May, the rate of desertion increRsen almost four 

times over that in April (over 200 soldiers), and almost equaled one-half of 

the total desertion in the first three months of 1969 (over 1,500 soldiers). 

This situation revealed the more and more critical demoralization of 

the puppet army and its organizational weakness in the face of the ever­

increasing and continual attacks of the people's liberation armed forces, and 

at the same time reflected the rising movement in the puppet army to protest 

the Americans who stubbornly continued the war. 

The new disintegration of the puppet army is represented by the mOve­

ment of desertion that quickly spreads among the main-force ranks and in the 

"civil defense" force, the important source of reinforcement for the puppet 

army. 

The "civil defense" force was set up earl:r in 1968 by the American 

ar",rAssor's and puppet aeJ.ninistration in the c1 ties. "strat<-gi~ ham1ets," and 

area~ of "popular concentrations" to cone with the offensives ann uprisin~s 

of the army and people of the South; however, it was hroken by the Ky Dau Tet 

offensives launched by the army and people of the South. In Sai~on and 

vic~nity" in the first six months this year, more than 25,000 members 0'­
ehe "civil defen.sA" force left their ranks. Nearly ),500 of them deserted 

in the area northwest of Saigon alone in the first three months this year. 

1n Clue and Da Nang, and particularly the city of Can Tho, about 50 percent 

of the "civil defense" force there either deserted or were dissolved. In 

I~ny parts of Can Tho, nearly all members of the force left their ranks. 

In the areas outside many Cities, the force waS almost totall,V disintegrated. 

In eight of 10 hamlets of Long Dien District in ~a Ria-Long Khanh area, it 

WaS completely diSintegrated. In Nam Long An, more than R,OOO "civil de­

fense" force members either deserted or were dissolved in the first six 

months this year. 

The spreading desertion movement grew along with a tremendous antiwar 

movement that was carried on in the forn of returning weapons, "refUSing 

pOSitions," and "refusing jobs"; fi!l;hting military training and standin,c; 

guard; and rioting, which became a danger for the American aggressors and 

the Saigon puppet administration. French journalist Certillon remarked: "'I"lA 

Saigon administration now fears that the tens of thousands of guns that were 

distributed to the 'civil defense' force in Sai~on in the last 5ix months 
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could be wrongly used. The fact that it withdraws weapons in many areas and takes many measures to avoid 'confusion' in the 'civil defense' ranks !lctually serves to cope with th" antiwar movement that is spreading in this forcp.." 

The diSintegration of the "civil defense" force directly affects the effort to strengthen the main-force units, which also face serious desertion situation. The rate of desertion, since 1 November 1968, has increased to 50 percent in most of the puppet divisions. It was hi~her in many battalions of these divisions and in many other puppet "armed services," even as much as 70 percent (as in battalions 1, 2, 3, and 4 of regiment 31 in the 21st division; ranger battalions 41, 42, 43, and 44; battalion) of regiment 4 in the 2nd division; the "cadet" units in Vinh !rung and Ba Xoai, An Giang Province; and many security and special force companies in the Chau Doc subzone). Each bat­talion of regiment )1 in the 21st diviSion, at the end of May 1969, had only 100-150 soldiers left, and battalion 3 only 66. Even worse "as the caSe of regiment 51 in Quang Nam Province: each of its companies had only 50 soldiers left, and each of its platoons just over 10. Desertion even affected the effectiveness of entire battalions like the case of battalion 380 in Quang Ngai Province. 

More remarkable is the fact that the desertion move~ent develops even "ore quickly in the puppet units that are used as guinea pigs on the battl,,­fields in connection with the "de-Americanization" stand. In the 18th divi­sion, nearly 4,500 soldiers have deserted since the Americans began applying their "de-Americanization" stand, or about equal to the total of its deser­tions in three years, 1965-1967. After November 1968, and recently, SOme_ t,i!".es as many as 300 of its soldiers deserted in one day. A particular case 
flUS on 4 July 1969: more than 70 soldiers of ref,iments 43 and 52 in that divi­sion, who had been statio~tng in Trang qom, left their ranks and returned to the pe.ople with all their weapons and ammunitions. In the puppet battalions that took part in the experimental ''de-Americanization'' operation in Kontum, ~hr< same desertion situation occurred on as large a scale as in the 18th (jTvision. 

The pheno~enon of collective desertion -- collective surrender on the ,lefield, or abandoning of outposts, vehicles, or formations and return­,".2; to the people or their families -- is more and more common. In Xu an Loc 'lTId Nui Oai of Bien Hoa ani An Giang provinces, respectively, hundreds of puppet soldiers, in May and June 1969, broke away from the battle minutes after they had just started fighting the enemy. 

The thinking and actual act of desertion also widely spread among the ranks of puppet officers. Many of them, in many operations in Tay Nguyen, eastern Naro Bo, and central Nam Bo, openly "ordered" their soldiers to flee freely to avoid being uselessly killed. 

In addition to the wave of large-scale desertions, the antiwar move­ment takes the form of injuring oneself to avoid being sent to the front line and resisting orders concerning reinforcement and counterattacks; it spreads to all puppet "armed serv:l.ces," including the strategic raserve forces. This form of protesting the war took place not only in platoon3 and companies, but 
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in many puppet battalions. 

In the middle of May 1969, soldiers of a battalion ~n the 7th division, 

during an operation in My Thien, My Tho Provinoe, followed an order from their 

oommander by using oamouflage to hide themselves from the Amerioans in their 

flying aircraft, and then returning to their base. 

Colleotive antiwar inoidents do not cease to increase, along with the 

tendency to oppose the war which develops more and more quickly in the puppet 

army, particularly after the NFLSV 10-point solution has been ~de public. 

On the central Nam Bo battlefield, there were 38 collective antiwar activities 

in the first three months of this year; in My Tho alone, 25 battalions, four 

companies, and three platoons staged collective antiwar demonstrations in May 

1969. 

In many cases, collective antiwar activities broke into military ac­

tion like the one staged by the soldiers and officers of battalion 4 of regi­

ment 50 in the 25th division, stationed in the provincial capital of "au 

Nghia,on 10 June. The antiwar soldiers not only refused to obey orders from 

their commanders, but also fired at the special-force villains who had com­

mitted many crimes against the people. 

Many antiwar incidents broke out continually ~ight in the cities and 

in the ranks of key enemy forces like the rangers, military police, and riot 

police. The city of Can Tho was the most exceptional,for since the be~innin~ 

of 1969 nearly 10 antiwar incidents broke rrut in the ranks of dozens of bat­

talions and companies and involved hundreds of main-force and ran~er troops 

and riot policemen. 

The collective antiwar movement, in the face of the continual attacks 

of the people' s liber"tion armed forces, WaS spreading to companie!; and bat_ 

talions, ~reatly reduced the puppet soldiers' combat efficiency, and created 

many obstacles for important enemy action. On the central Trunp Bo, southern 

ray Nguyen, and central Nam Bo battlefields, many collective antiwar activ-

i ties that broke out in May 1969 in the forms of resistinp orders and refus­

ing to launch operations on the part of many ouppet companies and hattalio~s 

ha!Tloered and thwarted many enemy operations aimed at provldinp, rf'inforcement, 

counteroffensive, or release of pressure, and compelled the enem,v to evaC\late 

from a lot of besieged pOSitions. 

The most outstanding feature of the antiwar movement in the puppet 

army after 1 November 1968 WaS the nationalist awakening among the Vlppet 

soldiers. As the contradictions between the Americans and the rnlppets ~ot 

deeper, a movement to launch armed riots gained strength among the patriotic 

soldiers. 

The number of armed incidents involving patriotic soldiers continuously 

increased and took place on all battlefields. These soldiers, in the first 

three months this year, staged over 200 armed riots. On the central Trung ,,0 
battlefield, there were 178 incidents, or more than one-half of all the armed 
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actions there in 1968 (350 incidents). The patriotic soldiers in the puppet force in central Trung Bo, after 1 November 1968, launched 58 consecutive armed riots that gave rise to many big events in the puppet army. In the in­cident of 18 November 1968 alone, the patriotic soldiers in northern Quang Nam destroyed three aircraft, killed an entire enemy company on board and six American pilots, and threw the puppet army ranks into disorder. 

Many armed riots of the patriotic soldiers, who had the assistance of the people's liberation armed forces and the facilities of patriotic soldiers' associations, ware continually organized right in the cities and enemy command posts, and created a lot of discussions afterwards. More representative ware the ones staged by the patriotic soldiers in Quang !iam, Da Nang, and puppet regiments 5 and 51, stationed in Quang Nam and Binh Dinh provinces, respec­ti·rely. 

The patriotiC soldiers taking part in armed riots, with determination to accomplish deeds and return to the people, and because of higher organizing and coordinating capacities, scored many remarkable achievements in destroy­ing the vitality and means of war of the Americans and puppets. In the first three months of 1969, they killed nearly 1,400 Americans and puppets (includ­ing well-trained troops, officers of colonel rank, and a lot of villains among the traitors and puppets); destroyed a pretty large section of their means of war, consisting of dozens of aircraft, many ships and military vehi­cles, 1<arehouses, pipe lines, information offices, and radio stations; and, along with the people and liberation armed forces, completely destroyed many installations manned by traitors and puppets, and reduced to rubbles a lot of outposts. -The patriotic soldiers in northern Quang Nam and of the two puppet regiments 51 and 41 particularly scored brilliant achievements by organizing successive armed riots right in the heart of Da Nang and enemy command posts; destroyed a lot of American and puppet well-trained manpo~'r (including many American pilots and puppet officers of colonel rank); and completely destroyed ;,any important means of war, including dozens of helicopters, transports, and iet fighters, Scores of military vehicles (including many armored vehicles), ',any gasoline storage facilities containing millions of liters, a number of ·'\.fl'LUni tion dumps, etc. 
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